
friday in japanese language

friday in japanese language is an important term for anyone learning the Japanese language or

interested in Japanese culture. Understanding how days of the week are named and used in Japan

provides valuable insights into the language’s structure and cultural references. This article explores

the word for Friday in Japanese, its pronunciation, kanji representation, and its cultural significance.

Additionally, it covers how Japanese days of the week are formed, common phrases involving Friday,

and tips for remembering weekday names. By delving into these topics, learners and enthusiasts can

enhance their vocabulary and comprehension of Japanese time-related expressions. The following

content is organized into clear sections for easy navigation and thorough understanding.

The Meaning and Pronunciation of Friday in Japanese

The Kanji for Friday and Its Origins

Days of the Week in Japanese: A Broader Context

Common Phrases and Usage Involving Friday

Tips for Learning and Remembering Japanese Weekdays

The Meaning and Pronunciation of Friday in Japanese

In the Japanese language, Friday is called 金曜日, pronounced kin-yō-bi. This term is composed of

three kanji characters: 金 (kin), 曜 (yō), and 日 (bi). Each part holds meaning that contributes to the

overall word. The pronunciation follows a standard pattern for days of the week, combining the

elemental or symbolic kanji with the suffix for "day." The word kinyōbi is widely used in both spoken



and written Japanese, making it essential vocabulary for daily communication, scheduling, and

understanding cultural events related to Friday.

Pronunciation Breakdown

The pronunciation of 金曜日 can be broken down into three syllables: "kin" (きん), "yō" (よう), and "bi"

(び). The first syllable "kin" is pronounced with a short "i" sound, similar to "keen" without the "ee"

extension. The "yō" has a long vowel sound, represented by the macron (ō), sounding like “yo” in

“yo-yo.” The final syllable "bi" is pronounced as "bee." When spoken fluidly, it sounds like "keen-yo-

bee."

Literal Meaning

The literal translation of 金曜日 is “gold day” or “metal day,” as 金 means “gold” or “metal.” This ties

into the traditional East Asian system of associating days with elements or celestial bodies, reflecting

an ancient cosmological influence on the Japanese calendar.

The Kanji for Friday and Its Origins

The kanji characters that form the word for Friday in Japanese have historical and cultural significance.

Each character contributes to the meaning and helps learners understand the system behind Japanese

weekday names.

金 (Kin) - Gold or Metal

The first kanji, 金, represents "gold," "metal," or "money." This character is linked to the planet Venus in

the traditional Japanese and Chinese zodiac systems. Venus is associated with the metal element,

which explains why Friday is connected with 金. This elemental association is a key reason behind the

naming of the day.



曜 (Yō) - Day of the Week

The second kanji, 曜, is used in all Japanese names for the days of the week. It means “day of the

week” or “weekday.” This character reflects the concept of the seven-day week derived from ancient

astronomy and is combined with different elemental kanji to form each weekday.

日 (Bi) - Day or Sun

The third kanji, 日, means "day" or "sun." It is a common suffix in the names of the days of the week,

indicating that the word refers to a specific day. In the context of Friday, it completes the term by

specifying it as a day.

Days of the Week in Japanese: A Broader Context

Understanding Friday in Japanese language is enhanced by learning about the entire system of

weekdays. Each day follows a similar naming pattern based on elements and celestial bodies,

reflecting traditional East Asian cosmology.

The Seven Days and Their Kanji

The Japanese week consists of seven days, each named with a unique kanji associated with an

element or celestial body combined with 曜 and 日. These are:

Monday (月曜日, Getsuyōbi) – Moon day

Tuesday (火曜日, Kayōbi) – Fire day

Wednesday (水曜日, Suiyōbi) – Water day

Thursday (木曜日, Mokuyōbi) – Wood day



Friday (金曜日, Kinyōbi) – Gold/Metal day

Saturday (土曜日, Doyōbi) – Earth day

Sunday (日曜日, Nichiyōbi) – Sun day

Significance of the Naming System

This naming system is deeply rooted in ancient Chinese philosophy and astronomy, which influenced

Japanese culture and language. Each day is linked to a classical element or celestial body, which not

only aids memorization but also reflects traditional beliefs about time and nature.

Common Phrases and Usage Involving Friday

Friday in Japanese language appears frequently in everyday expressions, schedules, and cultural

contexts. Knowing common phrases can improve practical communication skills.

Expressions Featuring Friday

Here are several common phrases that include 金曜日:

金曜日に会いましょう (Kinyōbi ni aimashō) – “Let’s meet on Friday.”

金曜日の夜 (Kinyōbi no yoru) – “Friday night.”

金曜日は仕事が早く終わる (Kinyōbi wa shigoto ga hayaku owaru) – “On Friday, work finishes early.”

金曜日が待ち遠しい (Kinyōbi ga machidōshii) – “I’m looking forward to Friday.”



Friday in Japanese Culture

Friday holds cultural significance in Japan as the end of the traditional workweek and a time to relax or

socialize. Many businesses and schools finish activities earlier on Fridays, and it is a popular day for

events and outings. This cultural relevance makes the word 金曜日 particularly useful for learners to

know.

Tips for Learning and Remembering Japanese Weekdays

Mastering the days of the week, including Friday, is essential for fluency in Japanese. Employing

effective learning strategies can facilitate retention and correct usage.

Mnemonic Devices

Using mnemonic devices helps in remembering the kanji and their meanings. For example, associating

金 (gold) with Friday and the planet Venus can create a vivid mental image. Similarly, linking the

elemental kanji to their English equivalents aids memorization.

Practice Through Context

Integrating the word 金曜日 in daily practice, such as writing sentences, reading schedules, or listening

to conversations, reinforces learning. Engaging with Japanese media that references days of the week

can provide natural context.

Visual Aids and Flashcards

Creating flashcards with the kanji, pronunciation, and meaning of each weekday can speed up



recognition. Visual aids that include the elemental symbol and day name support both reading and

writing skills.

Regular Review

Consistent review of the days of the week and their pronunciations ensures long-term retention.

Combining this with learning cultural references related to each day, especially Friday, enriches

understanding and practical use.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the word for Friday in Japanese?

Friday in Japanese is 金曜日 (きんようび, kin'yōbi).

How do you pronounce Friday in Japanese?

Friday is pronounced as 'kin-yo-bi' in Japanese.

What is the meaning of the kanji for Friday (金曜日)?

The kanji 金 (kin) means 'gold' or 'metal', 曜 (yō) means 'day of the week', and 日 (bi) means 'day'. So

金曜日 literally means 'gold day'.

Is Friday a weekday or weekend in Japan?

Friday is considered a weekday in Japan, just like in most countries.

How do you say 'Friday night' in Japanese?

Friday night in Japanese is 金曜日の夜 (きんようびのよる, kin'yōbi no yoru).



What is the origin of the Japanese name for Friday?

The Japanese names for days of the week are based on the five elements and celestial bodies; Friday

is associated with the planet Venus and the element gold (metal), hence 金曜日.

How do you ask 'Is today Friday?' in Japanese?

You can say 今日は金曜日ですか？ (きょうはきんようびですか？, Kyō wa kin'yōbi desu ka?).

Can you use the word 金曜日 in casual conversation?

Yes, 金曜日 is commonly used in both formal and casual conversation to refer to Friday.

How do you write 'every Friday' in Japanese?

Every Friday is 毎週金曜日 (まいしゅうきんようび, maishū kin'yōbi) in Japanese.

What is the significance of Friday in Japanese culture?

Friday marks the end of the traditional workweek in Japan, and many people look forward to relaxing

or socializing on Friday evenings.

Additional Resources

1. 金曜日の秘密 (Kin'yōbi no Himitsu)

This mystery novel revolves around a small town where every Friday, strange events occur that no

one can explain. The protagonist, a curious journalist, decides to uncover the truth behind these

weekly happenings. As secrets unravel, the town’s dark past comes to light, challenging the

community’s trust and beliefs.

2. 金曜日の約束 (Kin'yōbi no Yakusoku)

A heartwarming romance about two people who meet every Friday by chance at a local café. Despite

their busy lives and personal struggles, their weekly encounters slowly build a bond of friendship and



love. The book explores themes of fate, timing, and the power of small moments.

3. 金曜日に咲く花 (Kin'yōbi ni Saku Hana)

Set in a rural village, this novel tells the story of a rare flower that blooms only on Fridays. The flower

is said to grant wishes, leading villagers to seek it out in hopes of changing their lives. The narrative

delves into hope, dreams, and the magic found in nature’s cycles.

4. 金曜日の風 (Kin'yōbi no Kaze)

A poetic collection of essays and short stories inspired by the feeling of Fridays — the anticipation of

the weekend and the desire for freedom. Each piece reflects on different aspects of life, from work

stress to personal dreams, all tied together by the recurring symbol of the Friday wind.

5. 金曜日の星 (Kin'yōbi no Hoshi)

This science fiction novel features a mysterious star that appears in the sky every Friday night,

affecting the lives of people on Earth in strange ways. The protagonist, an astronomer, investigates the

star’s origins and its connection to human emotions. The story blends cosmic wonder with human

drama.

6. 金曜日の猫 (Kin'yōbi no Neko)

A charming children’s book about a magical cat that visits children’s homes every Friday to listen to

their stories and grant them dreams. Through colorful illustrations and simple language, the book

teaches lessons about kindness, imagination, and the joy of storytelling.

7. 金曜日の影 (Kin'yōbi no Kage)

A psychological thriller where the main character experiences strange shadows following them every

Friday, revealing past traumas and hidden fears. As Fridays pass, the protagonist must confront these

shadows to find peace. The book explores themes of memory, guilt, and healing.

8. 金曜日の料理教室 (Kin'yōbi no Ryōri Kyōshitsu)

This novel centers on a weekly cooking class held every Friday, where a diverse group of people

come together to learn, share stories, and heal through food. The narrative highlights the



transformative power of cooking and community, blending humor and heartfelt moments.

9. 金曜日の手紙 (Kin'yōbi no Tegami)

A collection of letters written on Fridays over several years between two childhood friends separated

by distance. The letters chronicle their lives, dreams, and struggles, revealing the enduring strength of

friendship and the passage of time. The book offers a nostalgic and intimate look at human

connection.
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Basics section from the Rough Guide to Japan, with all the practical information you need for
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