
friends council on education

friends council on education is a prominent organization dedicated to supporting and advancing
Quaker education in the United States. It serves as a vital resource and network for Friends schools,
educators, and administrators committed to the unique values and principles of Quaker pedagogy.
This article explores the history, mission, and impact of the Friends Council on Education,
highlighting its contributions to fostering inclusive, values-driven learning environments.
Additionally, it examines the core programs, advocacy efforts, and community-building initiatives
that define the organization's role in shaping educational practices. With a commitment to Quaker
testimonies such as integrity, equality, and peace, the Friends Council on Education promotes
educational excellence aligned with spiritual and ethical development. Readers will gain insight into
how this organization supports schools in nurturing students who are not only academically
prepared but also socially responsible and reflective. The detailed overview also includes practical
information about membership benefits, professional development opportunities, and collaborative
networks.
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Overview and Mission of Friends Council on Education
The Friends Council on Education (FCE) functions as the national organization representing Quaker
schools and educators. Its mission centers on supporting Friends schools in delivering education
rooted in Quaker values, including simplicity, peace, integrity, community, equality, and
stewardship. Through this mission, the FCE fosters environments where students grow
intellectually, spiritually, and socially. The organization acts as a bridge among schools, providing
resources, guidance, and a collective voice in educational matters. It emphasizes not only academic
excellence but also the cultivation of a moral framework informed by the Religious Society of
Friends’ principles.

Core Values and Educational Philosophy
The educational philosophy promoted by the Friends Council on Education is deeply influenced by
Quaker testimonies. These testimonies encourage schools to nurture reflective, compassionate, and
socially aware individuals. The FCE advocates for teaching practices that honor each student’s inner
light, promoting inclusivity and respect. This approach ensures that education is holistic, integrating
intellectual rigor with ethical and spiritual growth.



Historical Background and Development
The Friends Council on Education has a rich history dating back to the early 20th century, evolving
alongside the growth of Quaker educational institutions in America. Initially formed to provide
mutual support among Friends schools, the organization expanded its scope to include advocacy,
professional development, and networking for educators. Over the decades, the FCE has adapted to
changing educational landscapes while maintaining its commitment to Quaker ideals.

Milestones in Organizational Growth
Key milestones in the development of the Friends Council on Education include the formal
establishment of national conferences, the creation of accreditation standards for Friends schools,
and increased involvement in public education policy. These efforts have strengthened the
organization’s capacity to influence educational discourse and support member schools effectively.
The FCE’s evolution reflects a balance between tradition and innovation in Quaker education.

Core Programs and Services
The Friends Council on Education offers a variety of programs and services designed to assist
Friends schools and educators. These encompass professional development, leadership training,
curriculum resources, and community-building initiatives. The organization’s programs are tailored
to enhance educational practices while reinforcing Quaker values within school communities.

Professional Development and Leadership Training
Professional development opportunities provided by the FCE include workshops, conferences, and
webinars focusing on best practices in teaching, diversity and inclusion, and spiritual formation.
Leadership training programs aim to equip school administrators and educators with skills
necessary to lead institutions in accordance with Quaker testimonies. These initiatives foster
continuous growth and collaboration among Friends educators nationwide.

Resource Sharing and Curriculum Support
The FCE facilitates access to a wealth of resources, including curriculum guides, teaching materials,
and research on Quaker education. These resources help schools integrate Quaker perspectives into
various subject areas, enriching the educational experience. The organization also encourages
schools to share innovative approaches and successful programs, fostering a supportive network.

Advocacy and Educational Impact
Advocacy is a significant component of the Friends Council on Education’s work. The organization
represents the interests of Friends schools in broader educational policy discussions and promotes
awareness of Quaker educational principles. This advocacy ensures that the unique contributions of
Friends education are recognized and valued in the wider educational community.



Promoting Equity and Inclusion
One of the primary advocacy focuses of the FCE is on equity and inclusion within education. The
organization champions efforts to create welcoming and diverse school environments where all
students can thrive. By aligning with Quaker commitments to equality and social justice, the FCE
encourages member schools to actively address issues of bias, access, and representation.

Influencing Educational Policy
The Friends Council on Education engages with policymakers and educational leaders to influence
decisions affecting private and independent schools. Through public statements, participation in
coalitions, and collaboration with other educational organizations, the FCE works to safeguard the
interests of Friends schools and promote policies that support holistic, values-based education.

Membership and Community Engagement
Membership in the Friends Council on Education is open to Friends schools, educators, and
individuals committed to Quaker educational values. The community fostered by the FCE provides a
platform for collaboration, mutual support, and shared learning. Members benefit from access to a
national network and specialized programs tailored to their needs.

Benefits of Membership
Members of the Friends Council on Education receive numerous benefits, including:

Access to professional development events and resources

Opportunities for networking with peers and experts in Quaker education

Support for accreditation and school improvement efforts

Participation in advocacy and policy initiatives

Subscription to publications and newsletters focused on Friends education

Community Building and Networking
Community engagement is central to the FCE’s approach. The organization hosts conferences,
regional meetings, and special interest groups that encourage dialogue and partnership among
members. These gatherings enable educators to share experiences, challenges, and successes,
strengthening the collective impact of Friends schools. The emphasis on community reflects the
Quaker testimony of fellowship, reinforcing connections grounded in shared values.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Friends Council on Education?
The Friends Council on Education is an organization that supports and represents Quaker schools
and educators, promoting Quaker values in education.

How does the Friends Council on Education support Quaker
schools?
The Friends Council on Education provides resources, professional development, networking
opportunities, and advocacy to help Quaker schools maintain their mission and improve educational
quality.

What are some key programs offered by the Friends Council
on Education?
Key programs include leadership development, accreditation support, conferences, and initiatives
focused on diversity, equity, and inclusion within Quaker schools.

Who can become a member of the Friends Council on
Education?
Membership is typically open to Quaker schools, educators, administrators, and individuals
committed to Quaker education and values.

How does the Friends Council on Education promote Quaker
values in education?
It promotes Quaker values by encouraging practices such as community, peace, integrity, equality,
and simplicity within educational environments and curricula.

Additional Resources
1. Collaborative Leadership in Education: Building Effective Friends Councils
This book explores the principles and practices of collaborative leadership within educational
settings. It offers practical strategies for forming and sustaining friends councils that support
schools and enhance community involvement. Readers will find case studies and tools to foster
partnership between educators, parents, and community members.

2. Friends Councils and Community Engagement in Schools
Focusing on the role of friends councils, this book examines how these groups can effectively engage
communities to support educational goals. It discusses methods to mobilize volunteers, raise funds,
and create meaningful programs that benefit students. The text also highlights successful examples
from various school districts.



3. Building Strong Friends Councils: A Guide for Educators and Volunteers
This comprehensive guide provides step-by-step instructions for establishing and maintaining friends
councils in schools. It covers topics such as recruitment, governance, fundraising, and event
planning. The book serves as a resource for both educators and community volunteers seeking to
enhance school support networks.

4. Enhancing Student Success Through Friends Council Partnerships
This book investigates how friends councils contribute to student achievement by fostering
supportive environments and resources. It presents research findings alongside practical advice on
creating effective partnerships between councils and school staff. Strategies for addressing diverse
student needs through community collaboration are also discussed.

5. The Role of Friends Councils in Educational Reform
Examining the impact of friends councils on educational policy and reform, this book highlights their
influence in advocating for school improvements. It analyzes case studies where councils have
successfully driven change at local and regional levels. Readers will gain insight into mobilizing
community voices for systemic educational advancement.

6. Fundraising and Resource Development for Friends Councils
Dedicated to the financial aspects of friends councils, this book offers innovative fundraising ideas
and resource development techniques. It guides readers through grant writing, event organization,
and donor relations to maximize support for schools. The text emphasizes sustainable practices to
ensure long-term council viability.

7. Volunteer Management in Friends Councils: Best Practices and Challenges
This book addresses the complexities of recruiting, training, and retaining volunteers within friends
councils. It provides frameworks for effective volunteer management that enhance council
productivity and morale. The author also discusses overcoming common challenges and building
inclusive volunteer communities.

8. Friends Councils and Parent Involvement: Strengthening Home-School Connections
Highlighting the importance of parent engagement, this book explores how friends councils can
bridge the gap between home and school. It offers strategies to encourage active participation and
collaboration among parents, teachers, and administrators. The book also includes tools for
measuring the impact of parent involvement initiatives.

9. Technology and Innovation in Friends Councils: Modern Approaches to Community Support
This forward-looking book examines the integration of technology in friends council activities. It
covers digital communication, social media, and online fundraising platforms that enhance council
effectiveness. Readers will learn how to leverage innovation to broaden reach and improve
coordination among council members and stakeholders.
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  friends council on education: The Praeger Handbook of Faith-Based Schools in the
United States, K–12 Thomas C. Hunt, James C. Carper, 2012-08-06 Exploring a subject that is as
important as it is divisive, this two-volume work offers the first current, definitive work on the
intricacies and issues relative to America's faith-based schools. The Praeger Handbook of
Faith-Based Schools in the United States, K–12 is an indispensable study at a time when American
education is increasingly considered through the lenses of race, ethnicity, gender, and social class.
With contributions from an impressive array of experts, the two-volume work provides a historical
overview of faith-based schooling in the United States, as well as a comprehensive treatment of each
current faith-based school tradition in the nation. The first volume examines three types of
faith-based schools—Protestant schools, Jewish schools, and Evangelical Protestant homeschooling.
The second volume focuses on Catholic, Muslim, and Orthodox schools, and addresses critical issues
common to faith-based schools, among them state and federal regulation and school choice, as well
as ethnic, cultural, confessional, and practical factors. Perhaps most importantly for those concerned
with the questions and controversies that abound in U.S. education, the handbook grapples with
outcomes of faith-based schooling and with the choices parents face as they consider educational
options for their children.
  friends council on education: Philadelphia Friends Schools Friends Council on Education,
2009 William Penn envisioned a society dedicated to religious toleration, participatory government,
and liberty. Central to this Holy Experiment was his belief that all children deserved a moral
education. In 1689, Penn established a Friends Public School in the commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
Over the years, many Quakers have been similarly inspired, and today there are 81 member schools
in the Friends Council on Education operating in 22 states. This book includes images from the 10
Friends schools founded in or near Philadelphia before the 20th century: Abington Friends School,
Frankford Friends School, Friendsa Central School, Friends Select School, George School,
Germantown Friends School, Greene Street Friends School, Plymouth Meeting Friends School,
William Penn Charter School, and Westtown School. Philadelphia Friends Schools tells the
photographic story of an educational philosophy rooted in three centuries of faith and practice.
  friends council on education: Directory of Education Associations , 1980
  friends council on education: Education Directory , 1976
  friends council on education: Encyclopedia of Educational Reform and Dissent Thomas C.
Hunt, James C. Carper, Thomas J. Lasley, II, C. Daniel Raisch, 2010-01-12 Educational reform, and to
a lesser extent educational dissent, occupy a prominent place in the annals of U.S. education.
Whether based on religious, cultural, social, philosophical, or pedagogical grounds, they are
ever-present in our educational history. Although some reforms have been presented as a remedy for
society′s ills, most programs were aimed toward practical transformation of the existing system to
ensure that each child will have a better opportunity to succeed in U.S. society. Educational reform
is a topic rich with ideas, rife with controversy, and vital in its outcome for school patrons,
educators, and the nation as a whole. With nearly 450 entries, these two volumes comprise the first
reference work to bring together the strands of reform and reformers and dissent and dissenters in
one place as a resource for parents, policymakers, scholars, teachers, and those studying to enter
the teaching profession. Key Features Opens with a historical overview of educational reform and
dissent and a timeline of key reforms, legislation, publications, and more Examines the reform or
dissent related to education found in theories, concepts, ideas, writings, research, and practice
Addresses how reformers and dissenters become significant culture-shaping people and change the
way we conduct our lives Key Themes Accountability Biographies Concepts and Theories Curriculum
and Instruction Diversity Finances and Economics Government Organizations?Advisory
Organizations?Business and Foundations Organizations?Curriculum Organizations?Government
Organizations?Professional Organizations?Think Tanks Public Policy Religion and Religious
Education Reports School Types Special Needs Technology This authoritative work fills a void in the
literature in the vast areas of educational reform and dissent, making it a must-have resource for



any academic library. Availability in print and electronic formats provides students with convenient,
easy access, wherever they may be.
  friends council on education: Directory of Organizations in Educational Management , 1989
  friends council on education: Information, Computer and Application Engineering
Hsiang-Chuan Liu, Wen-Pei Sung, Wenli Yao, 2015-07-02 This proceedings volume brings together
peer-reviewed papers presented at the International Conference on Information Technology and
Computer Application Engineering, held 10-11 December 2014, in Hong Kong, China. Specific topics
under consideration include Computational Intelligence, Computer Science and its Applications,
Intelligent Information Processing and Knowledge Engineering, Intelligent Networks and
Instruments, Multimedia Signal Processing and Analysis, Intelligent Computer-Aided Design
Systems and other related topics. This book provides readers a state-of-the-art survey of recent
innovations and research worldwide in Information Technology and Computer Application
Engineering, in so-doing furthering the development and growth of these research fields,
strengthening international academic cooperation and communication, and promoting the fruitful
exchange of research ideas. This volume will be of interest to professionals and academics alike,
serving as a broad overview of the latest advances in the dynamic field of Information Technology
and Computer Application Engineering.
  friends council on education: The Praeger Handbook of Religion and Education in the
United States James C. Carper, Thomas C. Hunt, 2009-03-05 Ten Commandments displays, prayer
at football games, Bible in the curriculum, vouchers for tuition at religious schools, Pledge of
Allegiance, wall of separation between church and state, among other hot button issues at the
intersection of religion and education, generate a great deal of heat, but often light is sorely lacking.
The Praeger Handbook of Religion and Education in the United States provides a unique source of
light to educators, religious leaders, journalists, policy-makers, parents, and the general public as
well as a useful resource for scholars interested in the impact of religion on the origins,
development, and current shape of the American educational landscape. Following an introductory
essay that surveys the relationship of religion to elementary and secondary education from the
1600s to the present, this set offers 175 entries written by more than 40 scholars with national
reputations that cover a wide range of topics related to religion and education, both in the past and
the present. These jargon-free entries are cross-referenced and provide suggestions for further
reading. Readers who want to know what is behind the heat in current debates will find entries on:
United States Supreme Court decisions on religion and education, current controversies regarding
religion in the public schools, religious, legal, and educational associations involved in these
controversies, religion and the curriculum, religious schools, individuals and movements that have
affected the role of religion in education, and religion and education developments in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries. This one of a kind set also includes a convenient table summarizing all of
the religious liberty decisions of the Supreme Court from 1815 to the present.
  friends council on education: The Hidden History of Early Childhood Education Blythe
Farb Hinitz, 2013-09-02 The Hidden History of Early Childhood Education provides an
understandable and manageable exploration of the history of early childhood education in the United
States. Covering historical, philosophical, and sociological underpinnings that reach from the 1800s
to today, contributors explore groups and topics that have traditionally been marginalized or ignored
in early childhood education literature. Chapters include topics such as home-schooling, early
childhood education in Japanese-American internment camps, James Jimmy Hymes, the Eisenhower
legacy, Constance Kamii, and African-American leaders of the field. This engaging book examines a
range of new primary sources to be shared with the field for the first time, including personal
narratives, interviews, and letters. The Hidden History of Early Childhood Education is a valuable
resource for every early childhood education scholar, student, and practitioner.
  friends council on education: National Center For Education Statistics, User's Manual,
Schools and Staffing Survey, 1993-94 Schools and Staffing Survey: Data File User's Manual, Vol. 1:
Survey Documentation, October 1996 , 1996



  friends council on education: Religious Schools in America (1986) Thomas C. Hunt, James
Carper, Charles R. Kniker, 2018-06-15 Published in 1986, this selected bibliography considers
private schools that are religiously affiliated. Divided into several sections the book open with
chapters covering the most influential general books on religion and schooling and offers summaries
and analysis of court decisions and commentaries on the issues of government aid and regulation.
The book goes on to provide entries of the schools operating in the United States by seventeen
religious groups, entries are annotated by experts from the field. The final section of the book
considers statements on religious schools made by both public school educators and religious school
advocates; formal and informal interactions between the public and religious schools; and the
concept of the education of the public by religious and public schools. This work pulls together a
wealth of reference material, mainly on religious schools, and provides a much-needed resource for
those interested in religious schooling, whether researcher, scholar, student or policy-maker.
  friends council on education: Hearings on H.R. 2460, America 2000 Excellence in Education
Act United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Subcommittee on
Elementary, Secondary, and Vocational Education, 1991
  friends council on education: Aid to Nonpublic Education, 1971-72, Hearings Before
the Subcommittee on Education..., 92-1 and 2, December 2, 1971, and January 11, 1972
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, 1972
  friends council on education: Resources in Education , 2000
  friends council on education: Religious Schools in the United States K-12 (1993)
Thomas C. Hunt, James Carper, 2017-12-15 First published in 1993 this volume is an extension and
revision of the 1986 book entitled Religious Schools in America: A Selected Bibliography. This new
version contains additional annotated bibliographies of the various denominational schools as well as
discussing governmental relation to each setting in the years from 1985 to 1992. This version also
covers Greek Orthodox and Muslim schools that were not part of the previous volume and includes a
chapter on the growth of home schooling which is often influenced by religion. Finally, unlike the
previous edition, this book only considers religious schools, rather than the religious aspect or
function of public schooling. Each section includes a short chapter followed by an extensive
annotated bibliography making it a useful source for anyone looking for information in the area.
  friends council on education: Educational Directory ,
  friends council on education: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2003
  friends council on education: Bulletin - Bureau of Education United States. Bureau of
Education, 1906
  friends council on education: Research in Education , 1972
  friends council on education: Two-and-a-half Centuries of Quaker Education Friends Council
on Education (Philadelphia, Pa.), Henry Joel Cadbury, Wilmot R. Jones, William Wistar Comfort, 1939
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