
freud's last session analysis

freud's last session analysis offers a profound insight into the final therapeutic encounter
involving the eminent founder of psychoanalysis, Sigmund Freud. This analysis delves into the
complex dynamics, themes, and psychological underpinnings that characterize Freud's concluding
session, providing a unique perspective on his views about the unconscious mind, human behavior,
and the therapeutic process itself. By exploring the context and content of this critical session, the
article sheds light on Freud's enduring influence in psychology and psychoanalysis. Additionally, it
examines the symbolic and clinical significance of this final meeting, highlighting how it
encapsulates key elements of Freud's theories and his approach to patient interactions. Whether
viewed through the lens of psychological theory, clinical practice, or historical impact, Freud's last
session analysis reveals essential lessons and reflections. The following sections will guide readers
through the background, thematic exploration, clinical implications, and lasting legacy of this pivotal
moment in psychoanalytic history.

Background and Historical Context

Thematic Elements in Freud’s Last Session

Clinical and Therapeutic Implications

Symbolism and Psychological Interpretation

Legacy and Influence on Modern Psychoanalysis

Background and Historical Context
Understanding freud's last session analysis requires a grasp of the historical and biographical
circumstances surrounding Freud’s final therapeutic encounter. Sigmund Freud, the Austrian
neurologist and founder of psychoanalysis, conducted numerous sessions throughout his career that
shaped the development of psychoanalytic theory and practice. His last session represents not only
the end of a particular therapeutic journey but also symbolizes the culmination of his life's work in
psychoanalysis. This session took place during a period marked by Freud’s declining health and the
upheavals of the early 20th century, which influenced both his personal reflections and clinical
approach. The patient involved, the therapeutic setting, and the cultural atmosphere all contribute
to the depth and significance of this session. In this context, freud's last session analysis offers a
window into the challenges and insights Freud faced in his final professional moments.

Freud’s Health and Professional Environment
At the time of his last session, Freud was battling serious health issues, including cancer of the jaw,
which affected his ability to work and communicate. Despite these challenges, he remained
intellectually active and committed to psychoanalytic theory. The professional environment was also
evolving, with new schools of psychoanalytic thought emerging, challenging Freud’s original ideas.



This environment influenced the tone and content of his final clinical interactions.

The Patient and Therapeutic Setting
The identity of the patient in Freud’s last session is often noted for its symbolic value, as the session
encapsulated many of the psychoanalytic themes Freud developed over his lifetime. The setting was
intimate and reflective of Freud’s classical psychoanalytic framework, emphasizing the exploration
of unconscious conflicts, transference, and interpretation.

Thematic Elements in Freud’s Last Session
Freud's last session analysis reveals a rich tapestry of themes that resonate deeply within
psychoanalytic theory. Central to this session are concepts such as the unconscious mind,
repression, resistance, and the therapeutic alliance. These themes not only underscore Freud’s
theoretical contributions but also illustrate the practical challenges of psychoanalysis in a clinical
context. The session highlights Freud’s enduring commitment to uncovering hidden psychic material
and facilitating patient insight, even in the face of personal adversity.

Unconscious Processes and Repression
The unconscious mind remains the cornerstone of Freud’s psychoanalytic model, and its role in
freud's last session analysis is paramount. The session underscores the persistence of repressed
memories and desires, illustrating how these unconscious elements manifest in symptoms and
patient behavior. Freud’s interpretations aimed to bring these unconscious contents to conscious
awareness, facilitating psychological healing.

Resistance and Transference
Resistance, a patient’s unconscious defense against confronting painful material, is a critical theme
in the last session. Freud’s handling of resistance reflects his nuanced understanding of its
therapeutic significance. Similarly, transference—the projection of feelings onto the therapist—is
explored as a dynamic element shaping the therapeutic relationship, revealing underlying conflicts
and emotional patterns.

Exploration of unconscious conflicts

Management of patient resistance

Interpretation of transference dynamics

Facilitation of insight and symptom relief



Clinical and Therapeutic Implications
The clinical implications derived from freud's last session analysis extend to both the practice of
psychoanalysis and broader psychotherapeutic methodologies. This session exemplifies the
challenges therapists face when addressing deep-seated psychological issues and highlights the
importance of patience, empathy, and interpretive skill. Moreover, it provides valuable lessons on
the handling of terminal illness within therapeutic contexts and the integration of personal and
professional identities in the face of mortality.

Therapeutic Techniques Demonstrated
Freud’s approach during his last session exemplifies several key therapeutic techniques, including
free association, dream interpretation, and the careful timing of interventions. His ability to listen
attentively and respond to subtle patient cues demonstrates the importance of therapist attunement
and flexibility.

Implications for Therapist-Patient Relationship
The dynamics observed in the last session emphasize the evolving nature of the therapist-patient
relationship. Freud’s handling of emotional exchanges and boundary management offers insights
into maintaining therapeutic effectiveness while fostering a supportive environment. This aspect is
particularly relevant for contemporary practitioners dealing with complex cases.

Symbolism and Psychological Interpretation
Freud’s last session analysis is rich in symbolic meaning, reflecting broader psychological and
existential themes. The session can be interpreted as a metaphor for the psychoanalytic journey
itself, encompassing struggle, revelation, and transformation. The interplay between conscious and
unconscious elements during this final encounter provides fertile ground for psychological
interpretation and theoretical reflection.

Symbolic Meaning of the Session’s Content
The content of the last session often contains symbolic references to life, death, and the human
psyche’s profound depths. Freud’s interpretations reveal how symptoms and narratives serve as
symbolic expressions of inner conflicts and desires. This symbolism enhances the understanding of
patient material beyond literal content.

Psychoanalytic Reflection on Mortality
Given Freud’s own confrontation with mortality during this period, the session offers a poignant
reflection on death anxiety, the ego’s defenses, and the search for meaning. These elements enrich
the psychoanalytic discourse on human existence and psychological resilience.



Legacy and Influence on Modern Psychoanalysis
The impact of freud's last session analysis extends beyond its immediate clinical significance to
influence the evolution of modern psychoanalytic thought and practice. This session stands as a
testament to Freud’s enduring legacy, embodying core principles that continue to shape
contemporary therapy. Its study informs ongoing debates about technique, theory, and the role of
the analyst in facilitating psychological change.

Contributions to Psychoanalytic Theory
Freud’s final session reinforces foundational psychoanalytic concepts such as the unconscious,
defense mechanisms, and the therapeutic process. It also invites reconsideration of some theoretical
assumptions in light of the session’s complexities and nuances, thereby stimulating theoretical
development.

Influence on Contemporary Psychotherapy
The lessons derived from freud's last session analysis inform various therapeutic modalities,
including psychodynamic therapy, cognitive-behavioral approaches with psychodynamic elements,
and integrative practices. Therapists draw on these insights to enhance their understanding of
patient dynamics and improve therapeutic outcomes.

Reaffirmation of psychoanalytic core principles1.

Inspiration for therapeutic innovation2.

Enhanced therapist self-awareness and reflective practice3.

Broadening of psychoanalytic applications in diverse clinical settings4.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Freud's Last Session' about?
'Freud's Last Session' is a play written by Mark St. Germain that dramatizes a fictional meeting
between Sigmund Freud and C.S. Lewis in 1939, exploring their contrasting views on faith,
psychology, and the meaning of life.

Who are the main characters in 'Freud's Last Session'?
The main characters are Sigmund Freud, the father of psychoanalysis, and C.S. Lewis, the renowned
Christian writer and scholar.



What themes are explored in 'Freud's Last Session'?
The play explores themes such as faith versus reason, the nature of belief, the human psyche, death,
and the struggle between science and religion.

Is 'Freud's Last Session' based on a true story?
No, the play is a fictionalized account. Freud and Lewis never actually met, but the play imagines a
conversation between them to explore their differing philosophies.

When and where is 'Freud's Last Session' set?
The play is set in London in 1939, shortly before the outbreak of World War II.

What is the significance of the dialogue between Freud and
Lewis in the play?
Their dialogue represents a clash of worldviews—Freud's skepticism and psychoanalytic perspective
versus Lewis's Christian faith and belief in spirituality—highlighting enduring questions about
human existence and belief.

Has 'Freud's Last Session' been adapted into other formats?
Yes, 'Freud's Last Session' has been adapted into a film released in 2023, expanding its reach
beyond the stage and bringing the story to a wider audience.

Additional Resources
1. The Last Session: Freud, Jung, and the Final Encounter
This book explores the historic final meeting between Sigmund Freud and Carl Jung, delving into
their complex relationship and the psychoanalytic theories that both united and divided them. It
offers a detailed account of their discussions, highlighting the personal and professional tensions
that marked the end of their collaboration. Readers gain insight into the foundations of
psychoanalysis and the divergent paths Freud and Jung took afterward.

2. Freud’s Final Analysis: The Psychology of the Last Session
Focusing on the culmination of Freud’s career, this book examines the therapeutic and intellectual
significance of his last psychoanalytic sessions. It provides an in-depth look at Freud’s reflections on
his own theories and patients, revealing how these final moments influenced the future of
psychoanalysis. The author combines historical research with psychoanalytic interpretation to offer
a compelling narrative.

3. The Last Session with Freud: Insights into the Master’s Mind
This work presents a fictionalized yet historically grounded portrayal of Freud’s last clinical session,
aiming to humanize the legendary figure. Through imaginative dialogue and psychological analysis,
the book sheds light on Freud’s internal struggles and enduring quest to understand the human
psyche. It’s a thought-provoking read for those interested in the personal side of psychoanalysis.



4. Freud and the Art of the Last Session
Exploring the therapeutic techniques Freud employed in his final years, this book highlights the
artistry behind psychoanalytic sessions. It discusses how Freud adapted his methods in response to
new challenges and changing patient needs, emphasizing the dynamic nature of psychoanalysis.
Readers are offered a nuanced view of Freud’s clinical practice during the twilight of his career.

5. The Final Dialogue: Freud’s Last Session and the Birth of Modern Psychoanalysis
This title investigates the critical conversations during Freud’s last session and their impact on the
development of psychoanalytic theory. By analyzing transcripts and historical documents, the author
uncovers the seeds of modern psychological thought planted in these final exchanges. The book
serves as both a historical record and a theoretical exploration.

6. Closing the Case: Freud’s Last Session and the Evolution of Therapy
Focusing on the practical outcomes of Freud’s last clinical encounter, this book traces how his
concluding insights influenced contemporary therapeutic practices. It compares Freud’s methods
with modern approaches, demonstrating the evolution of therapy over time. The text is valuable for
practitioners and students interested in the roots of psychotherapy.

7. Freud’s Last Session: A Journey into the Unconscious
This book narrates the psychological and emotional depths explored during Freud’s final analytical
session. It emphasizes the themes of memory, repression, and self-awareness that characterized the
meeting. Through detailed analysis, the author reveals how Freud’s last session epitomizes the core
principles of psychoanalytic inquiry.

8. Endings and Beginnings: Freud’s Last Session and the Future of Psychoanalysis
Examining the transitional nature of Freud’s last session, this book discusses how it marked both an
ending and a new beginning for psychoanalytic theory and practice. It highlights key ideas that
emerged during the session and how they informed subsequent developments in psychology. The
book offers a forward-looking perspective grounded in historical context.

9. The Silent Couch: Freud’s Last Session and the Unspoken Truths
Delving into the unarticulated emotions and thoughts present in Freud’s final session, this book
explores the power of silence and non-verbal communication in psychoanalysis. It argues that much
of Freud’s legacy lies in what was left unsaid during these last encounters. The work combines
psychoanalytic theory with narrative storytelling to uncover hidden layers of meaning.

Freud S Last Session Analysis

Find other PDF articles:
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  freud s last session analysis: Patient Tales Carol Berkenkotter, 2022-10-10 A look into
communicating psychiatric patient histories, from the asylum years to the clinics of today In this
engrossing study of tales of mental illness, Carol Berkenkotter examines the evolving role of case
history narratives in the growth of psychiatry as a medical profession. Patient Tales follows the
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development of psychiatric case histories from their origins at Edinburgh Medical School and the
Royal Edinburgh Infirmary in the mid-eighteenth century to the medical records of contemporary
American mental health clinics. Spanning two centuries and several disciplines, Berkenkotter's
investigation illustrates how discursive changes in this genre mirrored evolving assumptions and
epistemological commitments among those who cared for the mentally ill. During the asylum era,
case histories were a means by which practitioners organized and disseminated local knowledge
through professional societies, affiliations, and journals. The way in which these histories were
recorded was subsequently codified, giving rise to a genre. In her thorough reading of Sigmund
Freud's Fragment of an Analysis of a Case of Hysteria, Berkenkotter shows how this account of
Freud's famous patient Dora led to technical innovation in the genre through the incorporation of
literary devices. In the volume's final section, Berkenkotter carries the discussion forward to the
present in her examination of the turn from psychoanalysis to a research-based and medically
oriented classification system now utilized by the American Psychiatric Association. Throughout her
work Berkenkotter stresses the value of reading case histories as an interdisciplinary bridge
between the humanities and sciences.
  freud s last session analysis: Marilyn's Last Sessions Michel Schneider, 2011-11-03 4.25 am, 5
August 1962, West Los Angeles Police Department ‘Marilyn Monroe has died of an overdose’, a
man’s voice says dully. And when the stunned policeman asked ‘What?’, the same voice struggled to
repeat ‘Marilyn Monroe has died. She has committed suicide.’ If life were scripted like the movies,
this extraordinary phone call would have been made by the most important man in Marilyn Monroe’s
life – Dr Ralph Greenson, her final psychoanalyst. During her last years Marilyn had come to rely on
Greenson more and more. She met with him almost every day. He was her analyst, her friend and
her confessor. He was the last person to see her alive, and the first to see her dead. In this highly
acclaimed novel, Marilyn’s last years – and her last sessions on Dr Greenson’s couch – are brilliantly
recreated. This is the story of the world’s most famous and elusive actress, and the world she
inhabited, surrounded by such figures as Arthur Miller, Truman Capote and John Huston. It is a
remarkable piece of storytelling that illuminates one of the greatest icons of the twentieth century.
  freud s last session analysis: The Analysand's Tale Robert Morley, 2018-05-08 Most accounts
of psychoanalysis and psychotherapy have been written by therapists, from a professional point of
view. May such accounts alone be an authentic history of what occurred between the therapist and
the patient? Would the patients accounts be as valid as those of the therapists? In this book the
published stories of several analysands, some of Freud and Jung, over one hundred years have been
collected for purposes of comparison; some have been written by therapists in training, but others
are by patients not involved in the profession. A number are complaints about malpractice, or of
failures to make a difference to their condition, and a common factor in most has been a discordant
agenda between analyst and analysand. Where analysands have felt that they have gained
transforming benefit from the therapy, those gains are frequently ascribed to the relationship with
the therapist, rather than the practice or technique which they may have criticized. Collected
together they make stimulating reading and raise interesting issues about the nature of
psychoanalysis and psychotherapy, and the healing function of the process.
  freud s last session analysis: Reading Freud’s Patients Anat Tzur Mahalel, 2020-06-01
Winner of the 2021 ABAPsa Book Prize Award! What would the story of analysis look like if it were
told through the eyes of the analysand? How would the patient write and present the analytic
experience? How would the narrative as written by the analysand differ from the analytic narrative
commonly offered by the analyst? What do the actual analytic narratives written by Freud’s patients
look like? This book aims to confront these intriguing questions with an innovative reading of
memoirs by Freud’s patients. These patients—including Sergei Pankejeff, known as the Wolf Man;
the poet H. D.; and the American psychoanalyst Abram Kardiner—all came to Vienna specially to
meet Freud and embark with him on the intimate and thrilling journey of deciphering the
unconscious and unravelling the secrets of the psyche. A broad psychoanalytic and literary-historical
reading of their memoirs is offered in this new entry to the popular Routledge History of



Psychoanalysis Series, with the purpose of presenting the analysands' narratives as they themselves
recounted them. This makes it possible to re-examine the links among psychoanalysis, literature, and
translation and sheds new light on the complex challenge of coming to know oneself through the
encounter with otherness. This book is unique in its focus on multiple memoirs by patients of Freud
and presents a fresh, even startling, close-up look at psychoanalysis as a clinical practice and as a
rigorous discourse and offers a new vision of Freud’s strengths and, at times, defects. It will be of
considerable interest to scholars of psychoanalysis and intellectual history, as well as those with a
wider interest in literature and memoir.
  freud s last session analysis: A Question of Time Joel Pearl, 2013 In A Question of Time, Joel
Pearl offers a new reading of the foundations of psychoanalytic thought, indicating the presence of
an essential lacuna that has been integral to psychoanalysis since its inception. Pearl returns to the
moment in which psychoanalysis was born, demonstrating how Freud had overlooked one of the
most principal issues pertinent to his method: the question of time. The book shows that it is no
coincidence that Freud had never methodically and thoroughly discussed time and that the
metaphysical assumption of linear time lies at the very heart of Freudian psychoanalysis. Pearl’s
critical reading of Freud develops through an original dialogue that he creates with the philosophy
of Martin Heidegger and, specifically, with the German philosopher’s notion of temporality. Pearl
traces the encounter between Freud and Heidegger by observing the common inspiration shaping
their thinking: philosopher Franz Brentano, who taught both Freud and Edmund Husserl,
Heidegger’s mentor. The book travels down an alternate path, one overlooked by Freudian thought –
a path leading from Brentano, through Husserl and onto Heidegger’s notion of time, which is
founded on the ecstatic’ interrelation of past, present and future.
  freud s last session analysis: On Freud's Beyond the Pleasure Principle Salman Akhtar,
Mary Kay O'Neil, 2018-05-08 Freud's Beyond the Pleasure Principle constitutes a major landmark
and a real turning point in the evolution of psychoanalytic theory. Pushing aside the primacy of the
tension-discharge-gratification model of mental dynamics, this work introduced the notion of a
daemonic force within all human beings that slowly but insistently seeks psychic inactivity, inertia,
and death. Politely dismissed by some as a pseudo-biological speculation and rapturously espoused
by others as a bold conceptual advance, death instinct became a stepping stone to the latter
conceptualizations of mind's attacks on itself, negative narcissism, addiction to near-death, and the
utter destruction of meaning in some clinical situations. The concept also served as a bridge
between the quintessentially Western psychoanalysis and the Eastern perspectives on life and death.
These diverse and rich connotations of the proposal are elucidated in On Freud's Beyond the
Pleasure Principle. Other consequences of Freud's 1920 paper - namely, the marginalization of ego
instincts and the upgrading of aggression in the scheme of things - are also addressed.
  freud s last session analysis: Freud's Patients Mikkel Borch-Jacobsen, 2021-10-13 Portraits
of the thirty-eight known patients Sigmund Freud treated clinically—some well-known, many
obscure—reveal a darker, more complex picture of the famed psychoanalyst. Everyone knows the
characters described by Freud in his case histories: “Dora,” the “Rat Man,” the “Wolf Man.” But
what do we know of the people, the lives behind these famous pseudonyms: Ida Bauer, Ernst Lanzer,
Sergius Pankejeff? Do we know the circumstances that led them to Freud’s consulting room, or how
they fared—how they really fared—following their treatments? And what of those patients about
whom Freud wrote nothing, or very little: Pauline Silberstein, who threw herself from the fourth
floor of her analyst’s building; Elfriede Hirschfeld, Freud’s “grand-patient” and “chief tormentor;”
the fashionable architect Karl Mayreder; the psychotic millionaire Carl Liebmann; and so many
others? In an absorbing sequence of portraits, Mikkel Borch-Jacobsen offers the stories of these men
and women—some comic, many tragic, all of them deeply moving. In total, thirty-eight lives tell us as
much about Freud’s clinical practice as his celebrated case studies, revealing a darker and more
complex Freud than is usually portrayed: the doctor as his patients, their friends, and their families
saw him.
  freud s last session analysis: Freud’s British Family Roger Willoughby, 2024-10-29 Freud’s



British Family presents ground-breaking research into the lives of the British branch of the Freud
family, their connections to the founder of psychoanalysis, and into Freud’s relationship to Britain.
Documenting the complex relationships the elder Freud brothers had with their much younger
brother Sigmund, Freud’s British Family reveals the significant influence these hitherto largely
forgotten Freuds had on the mental economy of the founder of psychoanalysis. Roger Willoughby
shows how these key family relationships helped shape Freud’s thinking, attitudes, and theorising,
including emerging ideas on rivalry, the Oedipus complex, character, and art. In addition to
considering their correspondence and meetings with Freud in continental Europe, the book carefully
documents Freud’s own visits to his brothers and to Britain in 1875 and again in 1908. Freud’s
British Family concludes with a discussion of Freud’s final 15 months in London after he left Nazi
Vienna as a refugee. Freud’s British Family offers a rich, contextualised understanding of the
sibling, familial, and socio-cultural ties that went into forming the tapestry of psychoanalysis.
Freud’s British Family will be of great interest to psychoanalysts and psychotherapists in practice
and in training, and to scholars of the history of psychoanalysis, twentieth century history,
psychosocial studies, and Jewish studies.
  freud s last session analysis: Reading Lacan’s Seminar VIII Gautam Basu Thakur, Jonathan
Dickstein, 2020-03-23 This book provides 18 lively commentaries on Lacan’s Seminar VIII,
Transference (1960-61) that explore its theoretical and philosophical consequences in the clinic, the
classroom, and society. Including contributions from clinicians as well as scholars working in
philosophy, literature, and culture studies, the commentaries presented here represent a wide-range
of disciplinary perspectives on the concept of transference. Some chapters closely follow the
structure of the seminar’s sessions, while others take up thematic concerns or related sessions such
as the commentary on sessions 19 to 22 which deal with Lacan’s discussion of Claudel’s Coûfontaine
trilogy. This book is not a compendium to Lacan’s seminar. Instead it attempts to capture through
shorter contributions a spectrum of voices debating, deliberating, and learning with Lacan’s
concept. In doing so it can be seen to engage with transference conceptually in a manner that
matches the spirit of Lacan’s seminar itself. The book will provide an invaluable new resource for
Lacan scholars working across the fields of psychoanalytic theory, clinical psychology, philosophy
and cultural studies.
  freud s last session analysis: Attachment Volume 3 Number 1 Joseph Schwartz, Kate
White, 2009-03-30 Attachment: New Directions in Psychotherapy and Relational Psychoanalysis is a
leading edge journal for clinicians working relationally with their clients; it is a professional journal,
featuring cultural articles, politics, reviews and poetry relevant to attachment and relational issues;
an inclusive journal welcoming contributions from clinicians of all orientations seeking to make a
contribution to attachment approaches to clinical work. It includes up to date briefings on latest
developments in neuroscience relevant to psychotherapy and counseling and is an international
journal with contributions from colleagues from different countries and cultures. Articles - The State
Regulation of Psychotherapy: From Self-regulation to Self-mutilation? by Richard Reeves and Phil
Mollon - In a Third Space: Working with Writers and Artists by Eileen Aird - Self-regulation: The
Ways of Nature by Kathrin Stauffer - Young People in Crisis: The Need for Secure Relationships in
the Family and in Society by Jason Gordon - Enduring Horror: Psychotherapy with Monsters by Mark
Linington - Comment on: ‘Enduring Horror: Psychotherapy with Monsters’ by Claire Harris - The
Humility of Frances Tustin: Introductory Essay to ‘The Perpetuation of an Error’, by Frances Tustin
(1994) by Victoria Hamilton - The Perpetuation of an Error by Frances Tustin
  freud s last session analysis: Four Approaches to Counselling and Psychotherapy Windy
Dryden, Jill Mytton, 2016-07-01 Four Approaches to Counselling and Psychotherapy provides an
essential introduction to and overview of the main models of psychotherapy and counselling. With a
new preface from Windy Dryden, this Classic Edition traces the development of counselling and
psychotherapy, and examines the relationship between the two. The authors consider the four main
models - psychodynamic, humanistic, integrative and cognitive-behavioural - before focusing on the
most popular approach for each, including person-centred, rational emotive behavioural, and



multimodal. Each approach is clearly examined in terms of its historical context and development, its
main theoretical concepts and its aims. Written clearly and concisely, the book will have
international appeal as an ideal introductory text for all those embarking on psychotherapy and
counselling courses. It will also prove invaluable to students requiring a clear introduction to the
subject.
  freud s last session analysis: Plurality and Perspective in Psychoanalysis Adam
Rosen-Carole, 2013-02-28 Psychoanalysis is a historical discourse of suffering and healing under
conditions of modernity rather than a metaphysical discourse of universal truth, and must be so due
to the ontological indeterminacy of psychic life. Demonstrating this proceeds through the
substantiation of two primary theses. First, pluralism in psychoanalysis, thus the perspectival
character of psychoanalytic knowing, is irreducible. Second, psychic life is partially pliable to
interpretive constitution rather than a self-subsistent object domain fully available to third-personal,
objective description. Together, these theses provide the framework for a radical rethinking of the
authority of psychoanalytic knowledge and practice and of the nature of psychoanalytic claims to
objectivity. Psychoanalytic interpretations are best understood as existentially interrogative – they
test who and how one might be – and if successful, to some extent identity formative. The validity
conditions of psychoanalytic knowledge thus concern the creation/discovery of satisfactory forms of
practice-orienting self-narration rather than those regularly operative in the natural sciences.
However, an adequate assessment of psychoanalytic claims requires that the claims of science are
given due consideration and the impediments to practice-orienting self-narration under conditions of
late modernity are acknowledged.
  freud s last session analysis: The Distance Cure Hannah Zeavin, 2021-08-17 Psychotherapy
across distance and time, from Freud’s treatments by mail to crisis hotlines, radio call-ins, chatbots,
and Zoom sessions. Therapy has long understood itself as taking place in a room, with two (or more)
people engaged in person-to-person conversation. And yet, starting with Freud’s treatments by mail,
psychotherapy has operated through multiple communication technologies and media. These have
included advice columns, radio broadcasts, crisis hotlines, video, personal computers, and mobile
phones; the therapists (broadly defined) can be professional or untrained, strangers or chatbots. In
The Distance Cure, Hannah Zeavin proposes a reconfiguration of the traditional therapeutic dyad of
therapist and patient as a triad: therapist, patient, and communication technology. Zeavin tracks the
history of teletherapy (understood as a therapeutic interaction over distance) and its metamorphosis
from a model of cure to one of contingent help. She describes its initial use in ongoing care, its role
in crisis intervention and symptom management, and our pandemic-mandated reliance on regular
Zoom sessions. Her account of the “distanced intimacy” of the therapeutic relationship offers a
powerful rejoinder to the notion that contact across distance (or screens) is always less useful, or
useless, to the person seeking therapeutic treatment or connection. At the same time, these modes
of care can quickly become a backdoor for surveillance and disrupt ethical standards important to
the therapeutic relationship. The history of the conventional therapeutic scenario cannot be told in
isolation from its shadow form, teletherapy. Therapy, Zeavin tells us, was never just a “talking cure”;
it has always been a communication cure.
  freud s last session analysis: The Language of Bion P.C. Sandler, 2018-05-08 Considering that
introductory books cannot replace an author's original words,and that Bion’ s concepts are often
found to be difficult to grasp, Dr Sandler has compiled an unusual style of dictionary. He assembles.
He assembles relevant quotations from Bion's texts together with the meaning of concepts and their
place in the history of their development.
  freud s last session analysis: The Revised Standard Edition of the Complete
Psychological Works of Sigmund Freud Mark Solms, 2024-06-04 The long-awaited Revised
Standard Edition of the Complete Psychological Works of Sigmund Freud (RSE) is founded on the
canonical Standard Edition (SE) translation from the German by James Strachey, while adding a new
layer of revisions and translations. Conceptual and lexicographic ambiguities are clarified in
extensive new annotations. Drawing on established conventions and intellectual traditions, the



Revised Standard Edition supplements Freud’s writing with substantial editorial commentaries
addressing controversial technical terms and translation issues through the lens of modern
scholarship—a living text in dialogue with itself and the reader. The RSE also includes 56 essays and
letters which were not included in the SE. In the RSE text and footnotes a subtle underlining
distinguishes, in an easy and accessible way, Mark Solms’s revisions and additions, from the
historical translation and commentaries of James Strachey’s Standard Edition. Readers can examine
what Strachey contributed before the revisions in tandem with Solms’s updates, new translations,
annotations, and commentaries, collectively bringing Freud’s text and Strachey’s translation into
dialogue with five decades of research, including the most recent developments in the field.
Commissioned by the British Psychoanalytical Society and co-published by Rowman & Littlefield, the
Revised Standard Edition brings together decades of scholarly deliberation concerning the
translation of Freudian technical terms while retaining the best of Strachey’s original English
translation.This landmark work will captivate a wide audience, from interested lay readers to
practicing clinicians to scientists and scholars in fields related to psychoanalysis. Special Features: •
New Freud material, including 56 notes, essays, and letters that were not included in the Standard
Edition. They reveal new insights into Freud’s views on such topics ashomosexuality and religion •
New content underlined to identify changes to the Standard Edition, including corrections of
mistakes in the original translation as well as new, clearer translations of many passages • New
annotations in the margins providing the original German technical terms • New and updated
editorial material and translation notes • New glossary concerning the translation of all key terms •
New photographic illustrations • New and massively expanded Freud bibliography • Entirely revised
24th volume, a major scholarly work, including a comprehensive index for the whole set •
Cross-referencing to the earlier SE is facilitated by the addition of page numbers in square brackets
in the margins
  freud s last session analysis: Freud at Work Ulrike May, 2018-07-11 Presenting a new frame
of reference, the author argues that Freud's theories are not the result of his genius alone but were
developed in exchange with colleagues and students, which is not always apparent at first glance.
Replete with examples, the author reconstructs who the theories were addressed to and the
discursive context they originally belonged to, thus presenting fresh and surprising readings of
Freud's oeuvre. The book also offers a glimpse into Freud's practice. For the first time, Freud's
patient record books which he kept for ten years, are being reviewed, offering readers the hard facts
about the length and frequency of Freud's analyses.
  freud s last session analysis: Continuity and Change in Psychoanalysis Luciana Nissim
Momigliano, 2018-11-09 This book reflects certain continuity, dealing with the issue of how to be an
analyst—through the different stages by which the author's psychoanalytic identity develops, from
candidate to analyst and sometimes on to training analyst—in the continually changing world of our
time.
  freud s last session analysis: The Practice of Lacanian Psychoanalysis Raul Moncayo,
2020-11-03 The Practice of Lacanian Psychoanalysis lays out an Aristotelian framework to account
for the different types of knowing and not-knowing operative in the theory and practice of
psychoanalysis. The book proposes a new model for diagnosis, giving preference to fewer over more
diagnoses, and seeks to better organize them by distinguishing between structure and surface
symptoms. It examines many principles of Lacanian clinical practice, including different types of
frames and evidence, the practice of citation and listening, the resistance and desire of the analyst,
transference love as a metaphor, the role of negative transference at the end of analysis, and the
identification with the sinthome as Lacan's last formulation regarding the end of analysis. The text
also suggests that there are three forms of love and hate based on the works of Lacan and Winnicott.
Underpinned by extensive practical knowledge of the clinic and case examples for clinicians,
analysts, and practicing Lacanian analysts, this book should be of interest to academics, scholars,
and clinicians alike.
  freud s last session analysis: The Dove that Returns, The Dove that Vanishes Michael



Parsons, 2005-08-12 The nature of psychoanalysis seems contradictory - deeply personal, subjective
and intuitive, yet requiring systematic theory and principles of technique. In The Dove that Returns,
The Dove that Vanishes, Michael Parsons explores the tension of this paradox. As they respond to it
and struggle to sustain creatively, analysts discover their individual identities. The work of
outstanding clinicians such as Marion Milner and John Klauber is examined in detail. The reader also
encounters oriental martial arts, greek Tragedy, the landscape painting of John Constable, a
Winnicottian theory of creativity and a discussion of the significance of play in psychoanalysis. From
such varied topics evolves a deepening apprehension of the nature of the clinical experience.
Illustrated throughout , The Dove that Returns, The Dove that Vanishes will prove valuable to those
in the field of psychoanalysis, and to those in the arts and humanities who are interested in
contemporary psychoanalytic thinking.
  freud s last session analysis: Boundaries and Bridges Andrea Sabbadini, 2018-04-17 This book
explores the meaning of gaps and intervals between events and between experiences—the
transitional space/time separating them, as well as the metaphorical bridges that could join them. It
examines the experience of time as a central aspect of the psychoanalytic situation.
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