
freedom of speech on campus

freedom of speech on campus is a critical and often contested principle in higher education institutions
across the United States. The concept involves the rights of students, faculty, and staff to express their
opinions, beliefs, and ideas openly within the academic environment. This article explores the complexities
surrounding freedom of expression in college settings, including legal frameworks, institutional policies,
and the impact on campus culture. It also examines the challenges posed by controversial speech, hate
speech, and the balance between free speech and maintaining an inclusive community. Understanding the
nuances of this issue is essential for educators, policymakers, and students alike. The following sections
provide a comprehensive overview of freedom of speech on campus, its legal underpinnings, challenges,
and best practices for upholding this constitutional right while fostering respectful dialogue.
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The Role of Hate Speech and Controversial Expression
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Best Practices for Supporting Freedom of Speech on Campus

Legal Foundations of Freedom of Speech on Campus
The legal basis for freedom of speech on campus primarily stems from the First Amendment of the United
States Constitution, which protects individuals from government censorship or restriction of expression.
Public universities, as government entities, are bound by these constitutional protections, ensuring that
students and faculty can engage in free discourse without undue interference. However, private
institutions have more leeway in setting speech policies, as they are not directly subject to the First
Amendment, though state laws and institutional regulations may apply.

First Amendment Protections
The First Amendment guarantees freedom of expression, including speech, press, assembly, and petition.
On public campuses, this means that speech cannot be suppressed simply because it is unpopular or



controversial. Courts have consistently upheld that students and faculty have the right to express their
views, even if those views challenge prevailing opinions or institutional norms. Nevertheless, this right is
not absolute and can be limited under specific circumstances, such as speech that incites violence or
constitutes true threats.

Supreme Court Cases Influencing Campus Speech
Several landmark Supreme Court cases have shaped the scope of freedom of speech on campus. For
example, Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District established that students do not
"shed their constitutional rights to freedom of speech or expression at the schoolhouse gate." Other cases
have refined the boundaries of permissible speech, clarifying when restrictions are justified to maintain
order or protect other rights. These legal precedents continue to inform campus policies and debates.

Campus Policies and Their Impact
Colleges and universities implement policies that govern speech and expression to create safe and
supportive learning environments. These policies often include codes of conduct, hate speech regulations,
and guidelines for events and speaker invitations. While intended to balance free expression with
community standards, such policies can sometimes lead to conflicts or perceptions of censorship.

Speech Codes and Their Controversies
Speech codes are institutional rules that limit certain types of expression deemed harmful or disruptive.
These may prohibit hate speech, harassment, or discriminatory language. While designed to protect
marginalized groups and foster respect, speech codes have faced criticism for being overly broad or vague,
potentially infringing on freedom of speech on campus. The enforcement of these codes requires careful
consideration to avoid suppressing legitimate discourse.

Event Policies and Speaker Invitations
Universities often regulate campus events and speaker invitations to manage security and ensure that
events align with institutional values. These policies can influence who is allowed to speak and under what
conditions. Controversies frequently arise when speakers with provocative or unpopular views are invited,
raising questions about the limits of free expression versus community safety and well-being.



Challenges to Freedom of Speech in Higher Education
Freedom of speech on campus faces numerous challenges stemming from social, cultural, and political
dynamics. These challenges test the ability of institutions to uphold free expression while addressing
concerns related to safety, inclusion, and respect.

Disruptions and Protests
Student protests and disruptions of campus events have become increasingly common responses to speech
considered offensive or harmful. While protest is itself a form of expression protected under the First
Amendment, disruptions that prevent others from speaking or participating raise complex legal and ethical
questions about balancing rights.

Self-Censorship and Chilling Effects
Concerns over backlash or social repercussions may lead students and faculty to self-censor, refraining from
expressing controversial opinions. This chilling effect undermines the marketplace of ideas that universities
aim to cultivate. Addressing these concerns requires promoting a campus culture that supports open
dialogue and respectful disagreement.

The Role of Hate Speech and Controversial Expression
Hate speech and controversial expression present some of the most difficult issues in freedom of speech on
campus. While hateful or offensive speech can cause harm and alienate community members, legal
protections often shield such expression unless it crosses into direct threats or harassment.

Defining Hate Speech
Hate speech generally refers to speech that attacks or demeans a person or group based on attributes such as
race, ethnicity, religion, gender, or sexual orientation. Although widely condemned, hate speech is not
always illegal and is often protected under free speech principles, making regulation challenging for
universities.

Impact on Campus Climate
The presence of hate speech can negatively affect the campus climate, creating an environment where
some students feel unsafe or unwelcome. Institutions must navigate these impacts carefully, balancing the
need to protect vulnerable populations with the imperative to uphold freedom of speech on campus.



Balancing Free Speech and Campus Inclusivity
Achieving a balance between protecting freedom of speech and fostering an inclusive campus environment
is a central challenge for higher education. Policies and practices must ensure that diverse voices can be
heard while minimizing harm or exclusion.

Promoting Dialogue and Understanding
Encouraging open dialogue and educational programming can help students engage with differing
perspectives constructively. Workshops, debates, and discussion forums provide opportunities to explore
contentious issues respectfully, enhancing mutual understanding and critical thinking.

Support Systems and Resources
Providing resources such as counseling services, bias response teams, and support networks can assist
students affected by controversial or offensive speech. These supports contribute to a campus environment
where free expression and inclusivity coexist.

Best Practices for Supporting Freedom of Speech on Campus
Institutions can adopt several best practices to uphold freedom of speech on campus effectively while
maintaining a respectful and safe academic community.

Clear and Consistent Policies: Develop transparent speech policies that clearly define acceptable1.
conduct and the limits of expression.

Education and Training: Offer training for students, faculty, and staff on free speech rights and2.
responsibilities.

Encourage Open Dialogue: Facilitate forums and events that promote diverse viewpoints and3.
respectful discussion.

Protect Against Disruption: Ensure that protests do not infringe on others’ rights to speak and4.
participate.

Provide Support Services: Establish resources for those who feel targeted or marginalized by speech5.
on campus.

Regular Review: Continuously assess and update policies to reflect evolving legal standards and6.



campus needs.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is freedom of speech on campus?
Freedom of speech on campus refers to the right of students, faculty, and staff to express their opinions and
ideas without censorship or restraint by the institution, within the bounds of the law.

Why is freedom of speech important in a university setting?
Freedom of speech is important on campus because it fosters a diversity of ideas, encourages critical
thinking, and supports academic freedom, which are essential for a healthy educational environment.

Are there any limits to freedom of speech on campus?
Yes, freedom of speech on campus is subject to certain limits such as prohibitions against hate speech,
threats, harassment, and speech that incites violence or disrupts the educational process.

How do universities balance freedom of speech with maintaining a safe
campus environment?
Universities balance freedom of speech and safety by enforcing policies that protect expression while
prohibiting speech that crosses into harassment, threats, or violence, and by providing forums for open
dialogue.

Can students be disciplined for their speech on campus?
Students can be disciplined if their speech violates university policies or laws, such as engaging in hate
speech, threats, or harassment, but disciplinary actions must respect constitutional protections.

What role do free speech zones play on college campuses?
Free speech zones are designated areas on campus where individuals can exercise their right to free
speech; however, their use is controversial as some argue they limit free expression by confining it to
specific locations.



How has social media impacted freedom of speech on campus?
Social media has expanded the reach of campus speech, allowing ideas to spread quickly beyond campus
boundaries, but it has also raised challenges in moderating harmful content and balancing free expression
with community standards.

What are some examples of controversies related to freedom of speech on
campus?
Controversies include disinvitation of speakers, protests against certain viewpoints, debates over hate speech
policies, and conflicts between free speech and inclusivity initiatives.

How do different countries approach freedom of speech on university
campuses?
Approaches vary widely: some countries have strong protections for free speech in academia, while others
impose stricter controls to prevent hate speech or political dissent, reflecting cultural and legal differences.

What can students do to promote freedom of speech on their campus?
Students can promote freedom of speech by engaging in respectful dialogue, organizing events that
showcase diverse viewpoints, advocating for clear free speech policies, and educating peers about their
rights and responsibilities.

Additional Resources
1. The Coddling of the American Mind: How Good Intentions and Bad Ideas Are Setting Up a Generation
for Failure
This book by Greg Lukianoff and Jonathan Haidt explores how overprotection and the rise of political
correctness on college campuses are impacting free speech and intellectual diversity. It argues that certain
cultural trends have contributed to a climate where students are less exposed to challenging ideas. The
authors discuss the consequences of limiting speech and suggest ways to foster resilience and open dialogue.

2. Free Speech on Campus
Edited by Erwin Chemerinsky and Howard Gillman, this collection of essays addresses the legal and ethical
challenges surrounding free speech in higher education. Contributors examine recent controversies and
court cases, offering perspectives on how universities can balance free expression with inclusivity and
safety. The book is a valuable resource for understanding the complexities of campus speech policies.

3. Unlearning Liberty: Campus Censorship and the End of American Debate
Mark Bauerlein critiques the growing trend of speech restrictions and censorship in American universities.



He argues that the suppression of controversial ideas undermines academic freedom and the core mission of
higher education. The book calls for a recommitment to open debate and critical thinking on campus.

4. Campus Speech in Crisis: Free Speech and Inclusion on College Campuses
This book explores the tension between free speech and the desire to create inclusive campus
environments. It discusses case studies where speech has led to conflict and examines how institutions can
navigate these challenges. The author advocates for policies that protect expression while respecting
diverse communities.

5. Free Speech and the University: Why Academic Freedom Matters
Written by Richard A. Epstein, this book defends the principle of academic freedom as essential to the
pursuit of knowledge. Epstein analyzes legal frameworks and philosophical arguments supporting free
speech in academic settings. He warns against restrictions that may stifle innovation and intellectual
progress.

6. Speak Freely: Why Universities Must Defend Free Speech
Keith E. Whittington makes a compelling case for the protection of free speech rights on college campuses.
He highlights the dangers of censorship and the importance of exposing students to a broad range of ideas.
The book includes historical context and practical recommendations for university administrators.

7. Freedom of Speech on Campus
This title provides a comprehensive overview of the challenges and debates surrounding free speech in
higher education. It covers policy development, legal battles, and cultural shifts influencing campus
discourse. The author offers insights into maintaining a balance between expression and respect.

8. The Tyranny of Silence: How One Cartoon Ignited a Global Debate on Free Speech
Although centered on a global free speech controversy, this book touches on its reverberations within
university settings. It discusses the limits and responsibilities of free expression, especially in diverse and
politically charged environments like campuses. The narrative underscores the importance of dialogue over
censorship.

9. Safe Spaces, Brave Spaces: Diversity and Free Expression in Education
Edited by John Palfrey, this collection examines the interplay between creating safe learning
environments and upholding free speech. Contributors argue that fostering bravery in dialogue is key to
educational success. The book offers strategies for educators to encourage respectful yet open conversations.
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  freedom of speech on campus: Freedom of Speech on Campus Eamon Doyle, 2018-07-15
Freedom of speech is a fundamental aspect of American democracy, and university campuses have
historically been central to the free speech debate through serving as protectors of this
constitutional right. In recent years, campuses have returned to the center of this debate as our
notion of what kinds of speech are acceptable and how speech should be controlled continues to
develop. With the rise of trigger warnings, designated free-speech zones, and controversial speakers
being disinvited from lecturing at universities, the question of whether campuses continue to
represent the future of free speech or symbolize its repression has become progressively urgent.
  freedom of speech on campus: Free Speech on Campus Erwin Chemerinsky, Howard Gillman,
2017-09-12 Can free speech coexist with an inclusive campus environment? Hardly a week goes by
without another controversy over free speech on college campuses. On one side, there are increased
demands to censor hateful, disrespectful, and bullying expression and to ensure an inclusive and
nondiscriminatory learning environment. On the other side are traditional free speech advocates
who charge that recent demands for censorship coddle students and threaten free inquiry. In this
clear and carefully reasoned book, a university chancellor and a law school dean—both
constitutional scholars who teach a course in free speech to undergraduates—argue that campuses
must provide supportive learning environments for an increasingly diverse student body but can
never restrict the expression of ideas. This book provides the background necessary to
understanding the importance of free speech on campus and offers clear prescriptions for what
colleges can and can’t do when dealing with free speech controversies.
  freedom of speech on campus: Free Speech on Campus Sigal R. Ben-Porath, 2017-08-25 In
Free Speech on Campus, political philosopher Sigal Ben-Porath offers a useful framework for
thinking about free-speech controversies surrounding trigger warnings, safe spaces, and speech that
verges on hate. Everyone with a stake in campus debates will find something valuable in her
illuminating discussion of these critical issues.
  freedom of speech on campus: Free Speech and Campus Civility Jeffrey L. Buller, Robert E.
Cipriano, 2021-06-01 Many colleges and universities are struggling to strike a balance between
protecting free speech as a way of supporting their goal of academic freedom and promoting civility
as a way of creating an environment where students can learn and faculty members can teach and
conduct research. There have been numerous recent incidents of audiences shouting down speakers,
burning books, and demanding that specific students be expelled or faculty members be terminated.
In this highly fractious environment, schools are wondering “What works?” when seeking to attain
the twin goals of permitting unrestricted speech but insisting on rules of decorum for debate and the
exchange of perspectives. This book explores what schools have actually attempted, in some cases
successfully and in some cases not successfully, to address these issues. It concludes that there are
three primary strategies that tend to be effective: treating challenges to free speech and campus
civility as “teachable moments”; exploring hypothetical scenarios with students, faculty members,
and administrators before there is a serious incident; and approaching free speech and campus
civility across the curriculum. The book also surveys United States case law on the topics of free
speech, academic freedom, the right to protest, and similar subjects so as to provide faculty
members and administrators with a concise resource filled with practical and accurate information.
  freedom of speech on campus: Speech Freedom on Campus Joseph Russomanno,
2020-11-17 Traditionally, the university or college is thought to be the ultimate location for the
discovery and sharing of knowledge. After all, on these campuses are some of the great minds across
all fields, as well as students who are not only eager to learn, but who often contribute to our shared
wisdom. For those ideals to be achieved, however, ideas require access to some kind of virtual
marketplace from which people can sample and consider them, discuss and debate them. Restricting
the expression of those ideas for whatever reason is the enemy of not only this process, but also of
knowledge discovery. Speech freedom on our college and university campuses, like everywhere else,
is fragile. There are those who wish to suppress it, more often than not when the words express



ideas, opinions, and even facts that conflict with their beliefs. Why is this effort, so completely at
odds with the foundational values of this country, made? This topic explored in Speech Freedom on
Campus: Past, Present and Future is multi-layered, and its analysis is best accomplished through
multiple perspectives. Joseph Russomanno’s edited collection does precisely that, utilizing 10
different scholars to examine various aspects and issues related to speech freedom on campus.
  freedom of speech on campus: Free Speech on Campus Martin P. Golding, 2000-03-09 If
the University had a constitution, would it contain a free speech provision such as exists in the U.S.
Constitution? The author develops in some detail the idea of the University as a special social
institution that has as its goal the dissemination and advancement of knowledge.Free Speech on
Campus examines the arguments, pro and con, concerning appropriate standards of discourse and
expression that are particularly germane to the campus context, public or private, whether or not
they are constitutionally enforceable. Students and teachers in every discipline will find this book
engaging and illuminating; it is especially relevant for ethicists and philosophers of education.
  freedom of speech on campus: Freedom of Speech Ken I. Kersch, 2003-03-19 An innovative
narrative approach combines history, politics, and legal doctrine to explore the origin and evolution
of Americans' constitutional right to free speech. In a field dominated by jargon-filled texts and
march-of-progress treatments, this book presents an insightful introduction to freedom of speech,
skillfully blending legal analysis with accounts of how staunchly contested historical, political, and
cultural issues often influenced legal reasoning. The volume traces the origins of the freedom in
English law and its development through the founding of the United States, and examines how the
unique struggles of 19th century Americans over such issues as political parties, slavery, women's
rights, and economic inequality transformed this traditional English right into a distinctively
American one. The book outlines the ways in which the U.S. Supreme Court became the prime
interpreter of the meaning of free speech and introduces readers to current court rulings on the
First Amendment. It also speculates about the political and legal developments likely to emerge in
the new century.
  freedom of speech on campus: In Defense of Free Speech in Universities Amy T.Y. Lai,
2023-09-26 In this book, Amy Lai examines the current free speech crisis in Western universities.
She studies the origin, history, and importance of freedom of speech in the university setting, and
addresses the relevance and pitfalls of political correctness and microaggressions on campuses,
where laws on harassment, discrimination, and hate speech are already in place, along with other
concepts that have gained currency in the free speech debate, including deplatforming, trigger
warning, and safe space. Looking at numerous free speech disputes in the United Kingdom, the
United States, and Canada, the book argues for the equal application of the free speech principle to
all expressions to facilitate respectful debates. All in all, it affirms that the right to free expression is
a natural right essential to the pursuit of truth, democratic governance, and self-development, and
this right is nowhere more important than in the university.
  freedom of speech on campus: Student Clashes on Campus Jeffrey Sun, George McClellan,
2019-10-02 This book unpacks the tension between free speech and the social justice priority to
support all students. Drawing on court cases, institutional policies and procedures, and notable
campus practices, this book answers the question: How do campus leaders develop interests of
social justice and create a campus that is inclusive and inviting of all identities while also respecting
students’ free speech rights? This useful guide provides insights about the myriad of challenges that
campus leaders have faced, along with practical approaches to address these issues on their own
campuses. Experts Sun and McClellan interrogate the assumptions, thoughts, events, rules, and
actions often at-play when free expression clashes with a college’s mission of diversity, inclusion,
and social justice. This book helpfully guides campus leaders to consider a series of legal
frameworks and promising policies as solutions for balancing social justice and free speech.
  freedom of speech on campus: Campus Free Speech Cass R. Sunstein, 2024-09-03 In this
concise, pragmatic guide, Cass Sunstein presents a range of scenarios involving students,
professors, and administrators, and demonstrates how to distinguish reasonable restrictions from



impermissible infringement on free speech. It is an indispensable resource for understanding the key
issues surrounding free-speech debates on campuses.
  freedom of speech on campus: Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Higher Education
Paul Carrese, Carol McNamara, James Stoner, 2023-06-19 The essays in Free Speech and
Intellectual Diversity in Higher Education reflect diverse perspectives on one of the most pressing
issues in higher education--the controversies over freedom of speech and its relation to intellectual
diversity. Does the First Amendment apply on campuses and do its principles clarify or obscure the
issues surrounding campus speech? What, after all, is the basis for those principles, and how do they
relate to the purposes of the university? Is free speech truly effective without a diversity of
perspectives, and to what extent is such diversity found at universities today? Does free speech
discourage the inclusion of minorities or previously excluded groups? Are there specific policies that
can address the issue of free speech on campuses today in ways that are fair to all parties and to the
interests at stake?
  freedom of speech on campus: Freedom of Speech in Universities Alison Scott-Baumann,
Simon Perfect, 2021-02-25 Freedom of speech and extremism in university campuses are major
sources of debate and moral panic in the United Kingdom today. In 2018, the Joint Committee on
Human Rights in Parliament undertook an inquiry into freedom of speech on campus. It found that
much of the public concern is exaggerated, but identified a number of factors that require attention,
including the impact of government counter-terrorism measures (the Prevent Duty) and regulatory
bodies (including the Charity Commission for England and Wales) on freedom of speech. This book
combines empirical research and philosophical analysis to explore these issues, with a particular
focus on the impact upon Muslim students and staff. It offers a new conceptual paradigm for
thinking about freedom of speech, based on deliberative democracy, and practical suggestions for
universities in handling it. Topics covered include: The enduring legacy of key thinkers who have
shaped the debate about freedom of speech The role of right-wing populism in driving moral panic
about universities The impact of the Prevent Duty and the Charity Commission upon Muslim
students, students’ unions and university managers Students’ and staff views about freedom of
speech Alternative approaches to handling freedom of speech on campus, including the Community
of Inquiry This highly engaging and topical text will be of interest to those working within public
policy, religion and education or religion and politics and Islamic Studies. The Open Access version
of this book, available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative
Commons [Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND)] 4.0 license.
  freedom of speech on campus: FIRE's Guide to Free Speech on Campus Harvey A.
Silverglate, David A. French, Greg Lukianoff, 2005
  freedom of speech on campus: The Collapse of Freedom of Expression Jordi Pujol,
2023-02-15 This book offers a holistic account of the problems posed by freedom of expression in our
current times and offers corrective measures to allow for a more genuine exchange of ideas within
the global society. The topic of free speech is rarely addressed from a historical, philosophical, or
theological perspective. In The Collapse of Freedom of Expression, Jordi Pujol explores both the
modern concept of the freedom of expression based on the European Enlightenment and the
deficiencies inherent in this framework. Modernity has disregarded the traditional roots of the
freedom of expression drawn from Christianity, Greek philosophy, and Roman law, which has left the
door open to the various forms of abuse, censorship, and restrictions seen in contemporary public
discourse. Pujol proposes that we rebuild the foundations of the freedom of expression by returning
to older traditions and incorporating both the field of pragmatics of language and theological and
ethical concepts on human intentionality as new, complementary disciplines. Pujol examines
emblematic cases such as Charlie Hebdo, free speech on campus, and online content moderation to
elaborate on the tensions that arise within the modern concept of freedom of expression. The book
explores the main criticisms of the contemporary liberal tradition by communitarians, libertarians,
feminists, and critical race theorists, and analyzes the gaps and contradictions within these
traditions. Pujol ultimately offers a reconstruction project that involves bridging the chasm between



the secular and the sacred and recognizing that religion is a font of meaning for millions of people,
and as such has an inescapable place in the construction of a pluralist public sphere.
  freedom of speech on campus: New Directions in the Ethics and Politics of Speech J.P.
Messina, 2022-07-25 This book features new perspectives on the ethics and politics of free speech.
Contributors draw on insights from philosophy, psychology, political theory, journalism, literature,
and history to respond to pressing problems involving free speech in liberal societies. Recent years
have seen an explosion of academic interest in these topics. However, most recent work has focused
on constitutional protections for free speech and on issues related to academic freedom and campus
politics. The chapters in this volume set their sights more broadly on the non-state problems that we
collectively face in attempting to realize a healthy environment for free discourse. The volume’s
contributors share the assumption that threats to free speech do not come exclusively from state
sources or bad actors, but from ordinary strategic situations in which all may be acting in good faith.
Contributors take seriously the idea that our current cultural moment provides plenty of reason to
be concerned about our intellectual climate and offer new insights for how to make things better.
New Directions in the Ethics and Politics of Speech will be of interest to researchers and students
working in ethics, political philosophy, social theory, and law. The Open Access version of this book,
available at www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.
  freedom of speech on campus: Freedom of Speech on Campus Eamon Doyle, 2018-07-15
Freedom of speech is a fundamental aspect of American democracy, and university campuses have
historically been central to the free speech debate through serving as protectors of this
constitutional right. In recent years, campuses have returned to the center of this debate as our
notion of what kinds of speech are acceptable and how speech should be controlled continues to
develop. With the rise of trigger warnings, designated free-speech zones, and controversial speakers
being disinvited from lecturing at universities, the question of whether campuses continue to
represent the future of free speech or symbolize its repression has become progressively urgent.
  freedom of speech on campus: The Trump Effect in Contemporary Art and Visual Culture Kit
Messham-Muir, Uroš Cvoro, 2022-12-29 The 2021 Capitol Hill Riot marked a watershed moment
when the 'old world' of factbased systems of representation was briefly overwhelmed by the
emerging hyper-individual politics of aestheticized emotion. In The Trump Effect in Contemporary
Art and Visual Culture, Kit Messham-Muir and Uroš Cvoro analyse the aesthetics that have emerged
at the core of 21st-century politics, and which erupted at the US Capitol in January 2021. Looking at
this event's aesthetic dimensions through such aspects as QAnon, white resentment and strongman
authoritarianism, they examine the world-wide historical trends towards ethno-nationalism and
populism that emerged following the end of the Cold War in 1989 and the dawning of the current
post-ideological age. Building on their ground-breaking research into how trauma, emotion and
empathy have become well-worn tropes in contemporary art informed by conflict, Messham-Muir
and Cvoro go further by highlighting the ways in which art can actively disrupt an underlying drift in
society towards white supremacism and ultranationalism. Utilising their outsiders' perspective on a
so-called American phenomenon, and rejecting American exceptionalism, their theorising of the
'Trump Effect' rejects the idea of Trump as a political aberration, but as a symptom of deeper and
longer-term philosophical shifts in global politics and society. As theorists of contemporary art and
visual culture, Messham-Muir and Cvoro explore the ways in which these features of the Trump
Effect operate through aesthetics, in the intersection of politics and contemporary art, and provide
valuable insight into the current political context.
  freedom of speech on campus: Rethinking Free Speech Peter Ives, 2024-11-12T00:00:00Z
Clashes over free speech rights and wrongs haunt public debates about the state of democracy,
freedom and the future. While freedom of speech is recognized as foundational to democratic
society, its meaning is persistently misunderstood and distorted. Prominent commentators have built
massive platforms around claims that their right to free speech is being undermined. Critics of free
speech correctly see these claims as a veil for misogyny, white-supremacy, colonialism and



transphobia, concluding it is a political weapon to conserve entrenched power arrangements. But is
this all there is to say? Rethinking Free Speech will change the way you think about the politics of
speech and its relationship to the future of freedom and democracy in the age of social media.
Political theorist Peter Ives offers a new way of thinking about the essential and increasingly
contentious debates around the politics of speech. Drawing on political philosophy, including the
classic arguments of JS Mill, and everyday examples, Ives takes the reader on a journey through the
hotspots of today’s raging speech wars. In its bold and careful insights on the combative politics of
language, Rethinking Free Speech provides a map for critically grasping these battles as they erupt
in university classrooms, debates around the meaning of antisemitism, the “cancelling” of racist
comedians and the proliferation of hate speech on social media. This is an original and essential
guide to the perils and possibilities of communication for democracy and justice. Clashes over free
speech rights and wrongs haunt public debates about the state of democracy, freedom and the
future. While freedom of speech is recognized as foundational to democratic society, its meaning is
persistently misunderstood and distorted. Prominent commentators have built massive platforms
around claims that their right to free speech is being undermined. Critics of free speech correctly
see these claims as a veil for misogyny, white-supremacy, colonialism and transphobia, concluding
that it is a political weapon to conserve entrenched power arrangements. Rethinking Free Speech
will change the way you think about the politics of speech in the age of social media. Peter Ives
offers a new way of thinking about the essential and increasingly contentious debates around the
politics of speech. Drawing on political philosophy and everyday examples, Ives takes the reader on
a journey through the hotspots of today’s raging speech wars. This book provides a map for critically
grasping these battles as they erupt in university classrooms, debates around the meaning of
antisemitism, the “cancelling” of racist comedians and the proliferation of hate speech on social
media. This is an original and essential guide to the perils and possibilities of communication for
democracy and justice.
  freedom of speech on campus: The Case Against Free Speech PE Moskowitz, 2019-08-13 A
hard-hitting expose that shines a light on the powerful conservative forces that have waged a
multi-decade battle to hijack the meaning of free speech--and how we can reclaim it. There's a
critical debate taking place over one of our most treasured rights: free speech. We argue about
whether it's at risk, whether college students fear it, whether neo-Nazis deserve it, and whether the
government is adequately upholding it. But as P. E. Moskowitz provocatively shows in The Case
Against Free Speech, the term has been defined and redefined to suit those in power, and in recent
years, it has been captured by the Right to push their agenda. What's more, our investment in the
First Amendment obscures an uncomfortable truth: free speech is impossible in an unequal society
where a few corporations and the ultra-wealthy bankroll political movements, millions of voters are
disenfranchised, and our government routinely silences critics of racism and capitalism. Weaving
together history and reporting from Charlottesville, Skokie, Standing Rock, and the college
campuses where student protests made national headlines, Moskowitz argues that these flash points
reveal more about the state of our democracy than they do about who is allowed to say what. Our
current definition of free speech replicates power while dissuading dissent, but a new ideal is
emerging. In this forcefully argued, necessary corrective, Moskowitz makes the case for speech as a
tool--for exposing the truth, demanding equality, and fighting for all our civil liberties.
  freedom of speech on campus: Critical Humanist Perspectives Adrian Pablé, 2017-05-18
The present book is a collection of scholarly reflections on the theme of humanism from an
integrational linguistic perspective. It studies humanist thought in relation to the philosophy of
language and communication underpinning it and considers the question whether being a ‘humanist’
binds one to a particular view of language. The contributions to this volume explore whether
integrational linguistics, being informed by a non-mainstream semiology and adopting a lay
linguistic perspective, can provide better answers to contentious ontological and epistemological
questions concerning the humanist project – questions having to do with the self, reason,
authenticity, creativity, free agency, knowledge and human communication. The humanist



perspectives adopted by the contributors to this volume are critical insofar as they start from
semiological assumptions that challenge received notions within mainstream linguistics, such as the
belief that languages are fixed-codes of some kind, that communication serves the purpose of
thought transfer, and that languages are prerequisites for communication.
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