
free us history curriculum

free us history curriculum resources provide educators, parents, and students with
accessible and comprehensive materials to explore the rich and complex history of the
United States. These curricula are designed to cover key periods, events, and figures that
shaped the nation, from the colonial era and the Revolutionary War to contemporary times.
Utilizing a free US history curriculum allows for flexibility in teaching approaches while
ensuring adherence to educational standards. This article explores the best free US history
curriculum options available, their core components, and how to effectively implement
them in various learning environments. It also highlights the advantages of using these
resources and offers guidance on selecting the right curriculum to meet diverse educational
goals. Readers will find detailed information on content coverage, teaching aids, and
supplemental materials that enhance understanding and engagement with American
history.

Overview of Free US History Curriculum Options

Core Components of an Effective US History Curriculum

Benefits of Using a Free US History Curriculum

How to Choose the Right Free US History Curriculum

Implementation Strategies for Free US History Curriculum

Overview of Free US History Curriculum Options
There is a wide array of free US history curriculum options available online, designed to
cater to different grade levels and educational needs. These resources are often created by
reputable educational organizations, universities, and government agencies. They provide
lesson plans, primary source documents, multimedia content, and assessment tools at no
cost. The availability of such curricula makes it possible for schools and homeschoolers
alike to access high-quality history education without financial barriers.

Open Educational Resources (OER)
Open Educational Resources (OER) are a popular source for free US history curriculum
materials. These are openly licensed teaching and learning resources that educators can
use, modify, and share. OER platforms offer textbooks, lesson plans, and interactive
activities aligned with state and national history standards, facilitating a comprehensive
understanding of American history.



Government and Educational Institution Resources
Numerous government websites and educational institutions provide free curriculum
content focused on US history. These materials often include primary documents, timelines,
and multimedia presentations curated for accuracy and educational value. Such resources
are particularly valuable for providing authentic historical perspectives and promoting
critical thinking skills.

Nonprofit and Educational Organizations
Nonprofit organizations dedicated to history education also offer free US history curriculum
resources. These organizations typically emphasize engaging teaching methods, such as
storytelling, project-based learning, and interactive timelines, to make history accessible
and interesting for students of all ages.

Core Components of an Effective US History
Curriculum
An effective US history curriculum includes several key components that ensure
comprehensive coverage of the subject and promote student engagement. These elements
work together to provide a well-rounded understanding of American history and encourage
critical analysis of historical events and themes.

Chronological Coverage
A thorough curriculum covers the major eras of US history, including:

Pre-Colonial and Colonial Periods

The American Revolution and Founding Era

The Civil War and Reconstruction

Industrialization and the Gilded Age

The World Wars and the Great Depression

The Civil Rights Movement and Modern Era

Inclusion of Primary Sources
Incorporating primary source documents such as letters, speeches, photographs, and
government records is essential. These sources provide students with firsthand



perspectives and foster skills in historical analysis and interpretation.

Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills
An effective curriculum encourages students to evaluate differing viewpoints, understand
cause and effect, and analyze the impact of historical events on contemporary society.
Activities and assessments are designed to build these skills progressively.

Interactive and Multimedia Elements
Using videos, maps, timelines, and interactive quizzes enhances student engagement and
aids in the retention of historical knowledge. Many free US history curricula integrate these
elements to appeal to diverse learning styles.

Benefits of Using a Free US History Curriculum
Utilizing a free US history curriculum offers numerous advantages for educators, students,
and educational institutions. These benefits contribute to improved access to quality
education and support diverse teaching and learning needs.

Cost-Effectiveness
Free curricula eliminate the financial burden associated with purchasing textbooks and
supplementary materials, making history education more accessible, especially in
underfunded schools or homeschool settings.

Flexibility and Customization
Many free US history curricula are designed to be adaptable, allowing teachers to
customize lesson plans and activities to suit their students’ interests and learning levels.
This flexibility supports differentiated instruction and personalized learning.

Alignment with Educational Standards
Free US history curricula often align with state and national standards, ensuring that
students meet required learning objectives. This alignment helps educators maintain
consistency and rigor in their teaching.

Access to Diverse Perspectives
Free resources frequently include materials that highlight the experiences and contributions
of various groups throughout American history, promoting inclusivity and cultural



awareness.

How to Choose the Right Free US History
Curriculum
Selecting the appropriate free US history curriculum involves evaluating several factors to
ensure it meets educational goals and student needs. A careful selection process enhances
the effectiveness of history instruction.

Grade Level Appropriateness
Curricula should match the cognitive and developmental levels of students. Materials
designed for elementary, middle, or high school students differ in complexity and depth, so
choosing the right level is critical.

Content Coverage and Depth
Review the scope and sequence of the curriculum to confirm it covers essential historical
periods and themes comprehensively. Depth of content should also support critical thinking
and analysis.

Instructional Support and Resources
Look for curricula that provide teacher guides, lesson plans, assessment tools, and
supplemental resources. These supports facilitate effective lesson delivery and student
evaluation.

User Reviews and Recommendations
Feedback from other educators and educational experts can provide insights into the
usability, quality, and effectiveness of a curriculum, aiding in informed decision-making.

Implementation Strategies for Free US History
Curriculum
Effective implementation of a free US history curriculum requires thoughtful planning,
resource management, and ongoing assessment to maximize student learning outcomes.



Integration with Existing Curriculum
Incorporate free US history materials alongside existing resources to create a balanced and
enriched learning experience. This approach allows for filling content gaps and adding
diverse perspectives.

Use of Technology and Multimedia
Leverage digital tools and multimedia components included in many free curricula to
engage students and accommodate various learning styles. Interactive content can
enhance understanding and retention.

Assessment and Feedback
Regular assessments, both formative and summative, should be part of the implementation
strategy to monitor student progress and adjust instruction as needed.

Professional Development for Educators
Providing training and support for teachers on how to effectively use free US history
curricula ensures successful adoption and maximizes instructional quality.

Encouraging Student Engagement
Incorporate project-based learning, discussions, and critical analysis activities to foster
active participation and deeper comprehension of historical content.

Plan lessons around key historical themes and events

Utilize primary sources to encourage inquiry and analysis

Incorporate multimedia tools to support varied learning preferences

Assess understanding regularly to guide instruction

Adapt materials to fit specific classroom needs and contexts

Frequently Asked Questions



What are some of the best free US history curriculum
resources available online?
Some of the best free US history curriculum resources include Khan Academy,
Smithsonian's History Explorer, Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, and the
Library of Congress Classroom Materials.

Can I find a free comprehensive US history curriculum
for high school students?
Yes, websites like HippoCampus, CK-12, and the Gilder Lehrman Institute offer
comprehensive US history curricula suitable for high school students at no cost.

Are free US history curriculum materials aligned with
state standards?
Many free US history curriculum resources align with Common Core and state standards,
but it is important to review each curriculum’s scope and sequence to ensure alignment
with your state's requirements.

How can I incorporate free US history curriculum into a
homeschool program?
You can incorporate free US history curriculum by selecting resources that provide lesson
plans, reading materials, and activities, such as those from Khan Academy and the Gilder
Lehrman Institute, and integrating them into your homeschool schedule.

Are there free US history curriculum options that
include primary source documents?
Yes, the Library of Congress and the National Archives offer free access to primary source
documents that can be integrated into US history curricula to enhance learning.

Where can teachers find free lesson plans for US history
classes?
Teachers can find free US history lesson plans on websites like Teachers Pay Teachers (free
section), Smithsonian's History Explorer, and the Gilder Lehrman Institute.

Is there a free US history curriculum that covers both
colonial and modern history?
Yes, resources like Khan Academy and CK-12 provide US history curricula covering a broad
range of periods, from colonial times to modern history.



Do free US history curricula include multimedia
resources like videos and interactive activities?
Many free US history curricula include multimedia resources; for example, Khan Academy
offers videos and interactive quizzes, while Smithsonian's History Explorer includes
interactive activities.

How reliable are free US history curriculum resources
compared to paid ones?
Many free US history curriculum resources come from reputable educational institutions
and are highly reliable, though some paid curricula may offer more comprehensive support
or customization options.

Can free US history curriculum be used for college-level
courses?
Some free US history resources, such as those from the Gilder Lehrman Institute, offer
advanced materials suitable for college-level study, but it is important to verify the depth
and rigor of the curriculum before use.

Additional Resources
1. Free U.S. History Curriculum: Foundations and Frameworks
This book provides educators with a comprehensive, no-cost curriculum designed to teach
U.S. history from colonial times through the modern era. It includes lesson plans, primary
source documents, and engaging activities that align with state standards. The framework
emphasizes critical thinking and encourages students to explore multiple perspectives in
American history.

2. Open Access U.S. History Resources for Teachers and Students
A practical guide to freely available educational materials for teaching U.S. history, this
book curates online resources, textbooks, and multimedia tools. It helps educators
incorporate diverse content without budget constraints, fostering inclusive and dynamic
learning environments. The text also offers strategies for integrating these free resources
seamlessly into existing curricula.

3. Teaching American History: A Free Curriculum Guide
Designed for K-12 educators, this guide offers a structured approach to teaching American
history using publicly accessible materials. It breaks down complex historical themes into
digestible lessons, complete with discussion questions and project ideas. The curriculum
promotes active student engagement through document analysis and historical inquiry.

4. Liberty and Learning: A Free Curriculum for U.S. History
This curriculum emphasizes the core themes of freedom, democracy, and civic
responsibility throughout U.S. history. It is freely available for teachers seeking a values-
driven approach that aligns with national standards. The book includes timelines,
biographies, and interactive assignments to help students connect past events with



contemporary issues.

5. U.S. History for All: Open Curriculum and Teaching Tools
Focusing on accessibility, this resource compiles free lesson plans, videos, and primary
sources that highlight diverse voices in American history. It encourages educators to
present a balanced narrative that includes marginalized communities. The curriculum
supports differentiated instruction to meet various learning needs.

6. American History Unlocked: Free Curriculum for Engaged Learning
This book offers an innovative free curriculum designed to foster curiosity and critical
analysis among students. Through project-based learning and inquiry-driven lessons, it
invites students to explore key moments and movements in U.S. history. Teachers will find
assessments and rubrics tailored to open educational resources.

7. Discovering America: A Free Curriculum for U.S. History Education
Aimed at middle and high school students, this curriculum provides a chronological
exploration of American history with emphasis on discovery and change. It uses free online
texts and interactive maps to support student understanding. The curriculum also includes
collaborative activities that build historical empathy.

8. Pathways Through U.S. History: A Free Curriculum Handbook
This handbook guides educators through a comprehensive U.S. history curriculum that is
entirely free to access and implement. It offers clear learning objectives, essential
questions, and connections to contemporary issues. The curriculum emphasizes primary
source analysis and encourages student-led projects.

9. Freedom’s Story: A Free U.S. History Curriculum for Educators
Focused on the theme of freedom, this curriculum explores the struggles and achievements
that have shaped the United States. It is designed to be adaptable for various grade levels
and includes a wealth of free resources such as historic speeches, letters, and government
documents. The curriculum promotes civic engagement and historical literacy.
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  free us history curriculum: The Memory Hole Fritz Fischer, 2013-12-01 The U.S. history
curriculum is under attack. Politicians, political analysts, and ideologues seek to wipe clean the slate
of the American past and replace it with one of their own invention. The basis for this new narrative
comes from political beliefs of the present, rather than any systematic examination of the past.
These anti-historians campaign to insert their version of American history into the nation’s
classrooms, hoping to begin a process that will forever transform our understanding of America’s
past. The Memory Hole examines five central topics in the US history curriculum, showing how
anti-historians of both the left and right seek to distort these topics and insert a refashioned story in
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America’s classrooms. Ignoring facts, refashioning other facts and pretending that there are no rules
in the telling of history, these re-interpreters of the past place the minds of America’s young people
in danger. The beleaguered hero of this book is the discipline of History, and The Memory Hole
shows how the history curriculum should adhere to history’s habits of mind that require complex,
sophisticated and subtle thinking about the past. History and social studies teachers, students of
history and all those who care about the deep and enduring value of history will value this book and
its conclusions.
  free us history curriculum: Resources in Education , 2000
  free us history curriculum: United States History, Volume One Mark C. Schug, Jean
Caldwell, Donald R. Wentworth, Beth Kraig, Robert J. Highsmith, 1993 Supplementing secondary
U.S. history textbooks, this publication blends historical facts and economic reasoning through case
studies, lectures and class discussion.
  free us history curriculum: United States Code United States, 2000
  free us history curriculum: Education and the Rise of the Global Economy Joel Spring,
1998-09 Discussing the relationship between the development of the global economy & educational
policy, this text covers topics such as European colonialism, the Japanese response to colonialism,
the World Bank, and the United Nations.
  free us history curriculum: Politics and the History Curriculum K. Erekson, 2012-05-31
The politicians and pastors who revised the Texas social studies standards made worldwide
headlines. Politics and the History Curriculum sets the debate over the Texas standards within a
broad context of politics, religion, media, and education, providing a clear analysis of these events
and recommendations for teachers and policy makers.
  free us history curriculum: United States Code, 2006, V. 35 House (U S ) Office of the Law
Revision, 2009-07-09 The United States Code, 2006 Edition, contains the General and Permanent
Laws of the United States Enacted Through the 109th Congress (Ending January 3, 2007, the Last
Law of Which was Signed on January 15, 2007).
  free us history curriculum: Research in Education , 1974
  free us history curriculum: Games and Strategies for Teaching U.S. History Marvin B. Scott,
1998 Developed by an acclaimed history teacher in Iowa, this popular resource includes 14
simulations, debates, quiz games and strategy games. It covers key topics from the first explorers to
the 2000 presidential elections. Convene a constitutional convention, re-fight the Civil War, relive
the Crash of ’29, and much more. Use this ingenious text to reinvigorate your history classes.
  free us history curriculum: Teaching U.S. History as Mystery David Gerwin, Jack Zevin,
2010-12-14 Presenting history as contested interpretations of compelling problems, this text offers
principles, strategies, and documentary materials from key periods in U.S. history to promote
problem-finding and problem-solving in social studies classrooms.
  free us history curriculum: The Teaching American History Project Rachel G. Ragland,
Kelly A. Woestman, 2010-05-26 This collection of essays and research reports from participants in
The Teaching American History Project provides models for historians, teachers, teacher educators,
and others interested in the teaching and learning of American History, and presents examples of
lessons learned from a cross-section of TAH projects.
  free us history curriculum: The Wiley International Handbook of History Teaching and
Learning Scott Alan Metzger, Lauren McArthur Harris, 2018-03-02 A comprehensive review of the
research literature on history education with contributions from international experts The Wiley
International Handbook of History Teaching and Learning draws on contributions from an
international panel of experts. Their writings explore the growth the field has experienced in the
past three decades and offer observations on challenges and opportunities for the future. The
contributors represent a wide range of pioneering, established, and promising new scholars with
diverse perspectives on history education. Comprehensive in scope, the contributions cover major
themes and issues in history education including: policy, research, and societal contexts; conceptual
constructs of history education; ideologies, identities, and group experiences in history education;



practices and learning; historical literacies: texts, media, and social spaces; and consensus and
dissent. This vital resource: Contains original writings by more than 40 scholars from seven
countries Identifies major themes and issues shaping history education today Highlights history
education as a distinct field of scholarly inquiry and academic practice Presents an authoritative
survey of where the field has been and offers a view of what the future may hold Written for scholars
and students of education as well as history teachers with an interest in the current issues in their
field, The Wiley International Handbook of History Teaching and Learning is a comprehensive
handbook that explores the increasingly global field of history education as it has evolved to the
present day.
  free us history curriculum: Make History Art Worrell, Paul Bambrick-Santoyo, 2023-05-09
Make History with Your Students From bestselling author Paul Bambrick-Santoyo and Art Worrell,
Uncommon Schools’ Director of History Instruction, comes Make History, an inspiring book on how
educators can take history instruction to the next level. History teachers face unique challenges in
introducing history lessons to students, and they are under increasing pressure to get it “right” in an
age of social progress and social divisiveness. This book is a guide to bring the past to life while
teaching students how to make sense of history. Use the ideas and techniques to turn your history
students into writers, readers, and thinkers who are ready not only to succeed in college, but also to
become leaders and change agents. By showing how to teach rigorous, engaging lessons that center
student thinking and voice, Make History turns history class into the most exciting part of a
student’s day. Reimagine history education to help students build their own unique arguments about
the past Ask tough questions to help students grapple with difficult historical periods Set the stage
for authentic discourse that students remember long past the bell Give students the tools to become
socially aware, build their own identity, and think and write like historians Teachers and
instructional coaches in grades 5-12 will love this new, insightful approach to history—one that
works for today’s classrooms.
  free us history curriculum: Teaching U.S. History Beyond the Textbook Yohuru R. Williams,
2008-11-11 Written by a history educator, this exciting guide provides a unique approach that makes
it easy for middle and high school teachers to engage students' critical thinking in history and social
studies. Using a CSI approach to history, the author's six powerful strategies tap into students'
natural curiosity and investigative instincts. Students become detectives of the past as they
ghost-hunt in their neighborhoods, solve historical crimes, prepare arguments for famous court
cases, and more. Each ready-to-use technique Demonstrates how students can use primary and
secondary sources to solve historical mysteries, Includes sample lessons and case studies for Grades
5-12, Aligns with national standards, making the book useful for both teachers and curriculum
developers, Features review questions, reflections, and Web and print resources in every chapter for
further reading. Incorporate these strategies into your classroom and watch as students discover
just how thrilling and spine-chilling history can be! Book jacket.
  free us history curriculum: United States Code, 2006, V. 36 Congress, 2009-07 The United
States Code, 2006 Edition, contains the General and Permanent Laws of the United States Enacted
Through the 109th Congress (Ending January 3, 2007, the Last Law of Which was Signed on January
15, 2007).
  free us history curriculum: Nationalism, Ethnicity, and Identity Russell F. Farnen, 2017-07-05
Nationalism, national identity, and ethnicity are cultural issues in contemporary Western societies.
Problems in the United States, the Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Turkey, Poland, Croatia, Ukraine,
Hungary, and Bulgaria illustrate both large-scale internal variations in these phenomena and their
cross-national relevance for teaching, research, and educational development on such subjects as
multiculturalism, ethnic diversity, and socialization.Nationalism, Ethnicity, and Identity, now in
paperback, reflects the consequences of rapid change as well as the impact of longstanding social
values. Contributors from a number of different countries use a variety of methodological
approaches (empirical, quantitative, qualitative, historical, and case study, among others) to analyze
important issues. These include anti-Semitism, stereotyping, militarism, authoritarianism,



postmodernism, moral development, gender, patriarchy, theory of the state, critical educational
theory, Europeanization, and democratic public policy options as related to competing choices
among monocultural and multicultural policy options.In addition, contributors examine the situation
of minorities in their respective national settings. Chapters cover the impact of mass media, culture,
patriotism, and other universal values. This cross-national study is a unique addition to the literature
on multiculturalism.
  free us history curriculum: Critical Curriculum Studies Wayne Au, 2012-03-22 A CHOICE
Outstanding Academic Title 2012! Critical Curriculum Studies offers a novel framework for thinking
about how curriculum relates to students’ understanding of the world around them. Wayne Au
brings together curriculum theory, critical educational studies, and feminist standpoint theory with
practical examples of teaching for social justice to argue for a transformative curriculum that
challenges existing inequity in social, educational, and economic relations. Making use of the work
of important scholars such as Freire, Vygotsky, Hartsock, Harding, and others, Critical Curriculum
Studies, argues that we must understand the relationship between the curriculum and the types of
consciousness we carry out into the world.
  free us history curriculum: The Wiley Handbook of Social Studies Research Meghan McGlinn
Manfra, Cheryl Mason Bolick, 2017-03-13 The Wiley Handbook of Social Studies Research is a
wide-ranging resource on the current state of social studies education. This timely work not only
reflects on the many recent developments in the field, but also explores emerging trends. This is the
first major reference work on social studies education and research in a decade An in-depth look at
the current state of social studies education and emerging trends Three sections cover: foundations
of social studies research, theoretical and methodological frameworks guiding social studies
research, and current trends and research related to teaching and learning social studies A
state-of-the-art guide for both graduate students and established researchers Guided by an advisory
board of well-respected scholars in social studies education research
  free us history curriculum: Handbook on Teaching Social Issues Ronald W. Evans, 2021-05-01
The Handbook on Teaching Social Issues, 2nd edition, provides teachers and teacher educators with
a comprehensive guide to teaching social issues in the classroom. This second edition re-frames the
teaching of social issues with a dedicated emphasis on issues of social justice. It raises the potential
for a new and stronger focus on social issues instruction in schools. Contributors include many of the
leading experts in the field of social studies education. Issues-centered social studies is an approach
to teaching history, government, geography, economics and other subject related courses through a
focus on persistent social issues. The emphasis is on problematic questions that need to be
addressed and investigated in-depth to increase social understanding, active participation, and
social progress. Questions or issues may address problems of the past, present, or future, and
involve disagreement over facts, definitions, values, and beliefs arising in the study of any of the
social studies disciplines, or other aspects of human affairs. The authors and editor believe that this
approach should be at the heart of social studies instruction in schools. ENDORSEMENTS At a time
when even the world’s most stable democracies are backsliding towards autocratic rule, Ronald
Evans has pulled together an essential guide for teachers who want to do something about it. The
2nd edition of the Handbook on Teaching Social Issues is a brilliant and timely collection that should
be the constant companion for teachers across the disciplines. Joel Westheimer University Research
Chair in Democracy and Education University of Ottawa The Handbook on Teaching Social Issues
(2nd edition) is a fantastic resource for teachers, teacher educators, and professional development
specialists who are interested in ensuring that social issues are at the center of the curriculum. The
chapters are focused on the most important contemporary thinking about what social issues are,
why they are so important for young people to learn about, and what research indicates are the most
effective pedagogical approaches. The wide-ranging theoretical and practical expertise of the editor
and all of the chapter authors account for why this handbook makes such an exceptional
contribution to our understanding of how and why the social issues approach is so important and
stimulating. Diana Hess Dean, UW-Madison School of Education Karen A. Falk Distinguished Chair



of Education Democracy, both as a form of governance and a reservoir of principles and practices,
faces an existential threat. The Handbook on Teaching Social Issues is a perfectly-timed and
wonderfully engaging exploration of what lies at the heart of social studies curriculum: social inquiry
for democratic life. The authors provide conceptual frames, classroom strategies and deep insights
about the complex and utterly crucial work of education for democratic citizenship. Education like
that conceptualized and described in this volume is a curative so needed at this critical moment. Ron
Evans and his colleagues have delivered, assembling an outstanding set of contributions to the field.
The Handbook underscores John Dewey's now-haunting invocation that democracy must be renewed
with each generation and an education worthy of its name is the handmaiden of democratic rebirth.
William Gaudelli Dean and Professor Lehigh University This volume is so timely and relevant for
democratic education. Instead of retreating to separate ideological corners, the authors in this
handbook invite us to engage in deliberative discourse that requires civic reasoning and often
requires us to meet in a place that serves us all. Gloria Ladson-Billings, Professor Emerita
Department of Curriculum & Instruction University of Wisconsin President, National Academy of
Education Fellow, AERA, AAAS, and Hagler Institute @ Texas A&M At the heart of our divisive
political and social climate is the need to understand and provide clarity over polarizing concepts.
Historically, confusion and resistance has hindered the nation's growth as a democratic nation.
Typically, the most vulnerable in our society has suffered the most from our unwillingness to
reconceptualize society. The Handbook on Teaching Social Issues, 2nd edition, is a good step in
helping social studies educators, students, and laypersons realize a new society that focuses on
equity. With over 30 chapters, Ronald Evans and his colleagues' centered inquiry, critical thinking,
controversy, and action to challenge ideologies and connect social studies to student's lives and the
real world. The first edition helped me as a young social studies teacher; I am excited to use the 2nd
edition with my teacher education students! LaGarrett King Isabella Wade Lyda and Paul Lyda
Professor of Education Founding Director, CARTER Center for K-12 Black history education
University of Missouri Ronald Evans has curated a collection of informative contributions that will
serve as an indispensable resource for social studies educators committed to engaging their
students in the thoughtful examination of social issues. The Handbook on Teaching Social Issues,
2nd edition, articulates the historical, definitional, and conceptual foundations of social issues
education. It offers clear presentations of general guidelines for unit planning, discussion methods,
and assessment. It identifies specific teaching strategies, resources, and sample lessons for
investigating a range of persistent and contemporary social issues on the elementary, middle, and
secondary levels through the social studies disciplines. Updated with perspectives on education for
social justice that have emerged since the first edition, this edition effectively situates social issues
education in the contemporary sociopolitical milieu. The Handbook on Teaching Social Issues, is a
timely, accessible, and practical guide to involving students in a vital facet of citizenship in a
democracy. William G. Wraga, Professor Dean’s Office Mary Frances Early College of Education
University of Georgia The Handbook on Teaching Social Issues, 2nd edition is a long-awaited,
welcome, and timely volume. It is apparent that the foundational tenets of the first edition have
served social studies professionals well over the past 25 years, given the growth of social issues
scholarship showcased in this new edition. Notable is the re-framing and presentation here of
scholarship through a social justice lens. I appreciate the offering of unique tools on an array of
specific, critical topics that fill gaps in our pedagogical content knowledge. This volume will sit right
alongside my dog-eared 1996 edition and fortify many methods courses, theses, and dissertations to
come. Sincere thanks to the editor and authors for what I am certain will be an enduring, catalyzing
contribution. Nancy C. Patterson Professor of Education Social Studies Content Area Coordinator
Bowling Green State University The Handbook on Teaching Social Issues is a tool that every
informed social studies educator should have in their instructional repertoire. Helping students
understand how to investigate and take action against problems is essential to developing a better
world. The articles in this handbook provide explanations and reasonings behind issues-centered
education as well as strategies to employ at every age level of learning. I look forward to using this



edition with the K-12 social studies teachers in my district in order to better prepare our students
for future learning and living. Kelli Hutt, Social Studies Curriculum Facilitator Dallas Center-Grimes
CSD Grimes, Iowa Ron Evans has chosen an appropriate time to create a companion publication to
the first Handbook on Teaching Social Issues published in 1996. During the last few years, social
studies teachers have been confronted by student inquiries on a plethora of historical and
contemporary issues that implores for the implementation of an interdisciplinary approach to the
teaching of anthropology, economics, geography, government, history, sociology, and psychology in
order for students to make sense of the world around them and develop their own voices. This
demands a student centered focus in the classroom where problematic questions must be addressed
and investigated in depth in order to increase social understanding and active participation toward
social progress. This volume provides crucial upgrades to the original handbook including a greater
emphasis on teaching issues in the elementary grades, the inclusion of issues pertaining to human
rights, genocide and sustainability to be addressed in the secondary grades, and addressing issues
related to disabilities. Mark Previte, Associate Professor of Secondary Education University of
Pittsburgh-Johnstown Chair, NCSS Issues Centered Education Community
  free us history curriculum: The War That Made America Caroline E. Janney, Peter S.
Carmichael, Aaron Sheehan-Dean, 2024-03-19 This collection of original essays reveals the richness
and dynamism of contemporary scholarship on the Civil War era. Inspired by the lines of inquiry that
animated the writings of the influential historian Gary W. Gallagher, this volume includes nine
essays by leading scholars in the field who explore a broad range of themes and participants in the
nation’s greatest conflict, from Indigenous communities navigating the dangerous shoals of the
secession winter to Confederate guerrillas caught in the legal snares of the Union’s hard war to
African Americans pursuing landownership in the postwar years. Essayists also explore how people
contested and shaped the memory of the conflict, from outright silences and evasions to the use of
formal historical writing. Other contributors use comparative and transnational history to rethink
key aspects of the conflict. The result is a thorough examination of Gallagher’s scholarly legacy and
an assessment of the present and future of the Civil War history field. Contributors are William A.
Blair, Peter S. Carmichael, Andre M. Fleche, Wayne Wei-siang Hsieh, Caroline E. Janney, Peter C.
Luebke, Cynthia Nicoletti, Aaron Sheehan-Dean, and Kathryn J. Shively.
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