
forensic science technician
certification
forensic science technician certification is a critical credential for
professionals aspiring to work in the forensic science field. This
certification validates the expertise and skills required to analyze evidence
and support criminal investigations effectively. Obtaining forensic science
technician certification enhances career prospects, ensures adherence to
industry standards, and promotes continuing education in forensic techniques.
This article explores the importance of certification, the different types
available, the requirements and preparation process, and the benefits it
offers. Additionally, it covers the career outlook for certified forensic
science technicians and tips for maintaining certification over time.
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Understanding Forensic Science Technician
Certification
Forensic science technician certification serves as a formal recognition of
an individual's proficiency in forensic science principles and laboratory
techniques. It assures employers and law enforcement agencies that the
technician possesses the necessary knowledge to handle evidence accurately
and uphold the integrity of the criminal justice process. Certification
programs often emphasize practical skills, ethical standards, and current
scientific methods used in crime scene investigation and evidence analysis.

Role of Certification in the Forensic Field
Certification establishes a benchmark for professional competency in forensic
science. It helps standardize the qualifications of technicians working in



diverse environments such as crime labs, medical examiner offices, and law
enforcement agencies. This consistency is crucial for maintaining public
trust and ensuring that forensic evidence can withstand legal scrutiny in
court proceedings.

Who Should Pursue Certification?
Individuals seeking to become forensic science technicians, those currently
employed in forensic roles without formal certification, and professionals
aiming to advance their careers should consider obtaining certification. It
benefits entry-level technicians and experienced practitioners alike by
validating their expertise and commitment to professional development.

Types of Forensic Science Technician
Certifications
Several certification options are available for forensic science technicians,
each targeting specific areas of expertise or general forensic practice.
These certifications are typically offered by reputable professional
organizations and may vary in focus and requirements.

General Forensic Technician Certification
This certification covers broad forensic science knowledge, including
evidence collection, laboratory analysis, and report writing. It is ideal for
technicians who want to demonstrate all-around competence in forensic
science.

Specialized Certifications
Specialized certifications focus on particular forensic disciplines, such as:

DNA Analysis Certification

Crime Scene Investigation Certification

Forensic Toxicology Certification

Fingerprint Analysis Certification

Digital Forensics Certification

These specialized credentials require additional training and expertise in
the respective fields, catering to technicians who wish to deepen their



knowledge in specific forensic areas.

Certification Bodies
Prominent organizations providing forensic science technician certification
include the American Board of Criminalistics (ABC), the International
Association for Identification (IAI), and the American Society of Crime
Laboratory Directors (ASCLD), among others. These bodies maintain rigorous
standards to ensure the credibility of their certifications.

Requirements for Certification
Each certification program outlines specific requirements that candidates
must meet to qualify for the credential. These typically involve educational
background, professional experience, and ethical standards.

Educational Qualifications
A minimum of a bachelor’s degree in forensic science, biology, chemistry, or
a related field is commonly required. Some certifications may accept
associate degrees combined with relevant work experience, but a four-year
degree is standard for most programs.

Work Experience
Many certifications mandate a certain amount of practical experience in
forensic laboratories or crime scene investigation roles. This experience
ensures that candidates have applied their academic knowledge in real-world
forensic settings.

Ethical and Legal Compliance
Candidates must adhere to a code of ethics and demonstrate an understanding
of legal procedures related to evidence handling and testimony. Background
checks and professional references are often part of the application process
to uphold these standards.

Preparation and Examination Process
Preparing for forensic science technician certification involves
comprehensive study of forensic principles, laboratory techniques, and legal
knowledge. Candidates must demonstrate mastery through written exams,
practical assessments, or both.



Study Materials and Training
Preparation resources include textbooks, online courses, workshops, and
practice exams offered by certifying organizations or academic institutions.
Hands-on training in crime labs or internships can also enhance readiness for
certification exams.

Exam Structure
Certification exams typically contain multiple-choice questions, case study
analyses, and practical assessments. The exams evaluate knowledge in areas
such as evidence collection, forensic analysis methods, laboratory safety,
and courtroom testimony procedures.

Tips for Success

Create a study schedule covering all exam topics

Engage in practical training or internships

Utilize practice exams and review materials provided by certifying
bodies

Participate in study groups or professional workshops

Stay updated on the latest forensic science advancements and protocols

Benefits of Forensic Science Technician
Certification
Obtaining forensic science technician certification offers numerous
advantages for career development and professional credibility. It
demonstrates commitment to the field and adherence to high standards of
practice.

Increased Job Opportunities
Certified technicians are often preferred by employers, gaining access to a
wider range of job opportunities in forensic laboratories, law enforcement
agencies, and private sector companies specializing in forensic services.



Professional Credibility and Recognition
Certification provides external validation of skills and knowledge, enhancing
professional reputation among peers, supervisors, and legal professionals. It
signals reliability and proficiency in forensic science techniques.

Higher Earning Potential
Certified forensic science technicians typically command higher salaries
compared to non-certified counterparts. Certification may also open doors to
promotions and specialized roles with increased compensation.

Career Outlook and Advancement Opportunities
The demand for forensic science technicians is expected to grow steadily as
law enforcement agencies and crime laboratories expand their capabilities.
Certification plays a vital role in career advancement within this
competitive field.

Job Market Trends
Technological advancements and increased emphasis on forensic evidence in
legal proceedings contribute to the rising need for qualified forensic
technicians. Certified professionals are better positioned to meet these
evolving demands.

Advancement Paths
Certification can facilitate progression to supervisory roles, forensic
specialist positions, or further academic pursuits such as graduate degrees
in forensic science or criminal justice. Continuing education combined with
certification enhances career mobility.

Maintaining and Renewing Certification
Forensic science technician certification requires ongoing efforts to
maintain and renew credentials. This process ensures that certified
individuals stay current with advancements and best practices in the field.

Continuing Education Requirements
Most certification programs mandate a specific number of continuing education
units (CEUs) or professional development hours over a set period. These may



be fulfilled through courses, seminars, conferences, or workshops.

Renewal Process
Renewal typically involves submitting documentation of continuing education,
paying renewal fees, and sometimes retaking an exam or completing additional
assessments. Adherence to ethical standards remains a requirement throughout
certification maintenance.

Importance of Staying Updated
Forensic science is a constantly evolving discipline. Maintaining
certification through ongoing education ensures that technicians apply the
latest scientific methods and comply with current legal standards, thereby
enhancing the quality and reliability of forensic analyses.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a forensic science technician certification?
A forensic science technician certification is a professional credential that
validates an individual's knowledge and skills in forensic science
techniques, evidence handling, and laboratory procedures.

Are forensic science technician certifications
required to work in the field?
Certification requirements vary by employer and region; while not always
mandatory, obtaining certification can enhance job prospects and demonstrate
professional competence.

Which organizations offer forensic science
technician certification?
Notable organizations offering certification include the American Board of
Criminalistics (ABC), the International Association for Identification (IAI),
and the American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors (ASCLD).

What are the typical eligibility requirements for
forensic science technician certification?
Eligibility often includes a bachelor's degree in forensic science or a
related field, relevant work experience, and successful completion of a
certification exam.



How can I prepare for a forensic science technician
certification exam?
Preparation can involve studying forensic science textbooks, attending review
courses, gaining practical laboratory experience, and reviewing past exam
materials if available.

What are the benefits of obtaining forensic science
technician certification?
Certification can lead to improved job opportunities, higher earning
potential, professional recognition, and a demonstrated commitment to ethical
and technical standards.

How long does a forensic science technician
certification last?
Certification validity varies, but typically lasts between 3 to 5 years,
requiring renewal through continuing education or re-examination.

Can certification help in career advancement within
forensic science?
Yes, certification often enhances a forensic technician's qualifications,
making them eligible for promotions, specialized roles, and increased
responsibilities within forensic laboratories.

Additional Resources
1. Forensic Science Technician Certification Exam Guide
This comprehensive guide covers all major topics required for the forensic
science technician certification exam. It includes detailed explanations of
forensic principles, crime scene investigation techniques, and laboratory
procedures. Practice questions and test-taking strategies help candidates
prepare effectively.

2. Essentials of Forensic Science for Certification
Designed for aspiring forensic science technicians, this book provides a
solid foundation in forensic biology, chemistry, and physics. It emphasizes
practical applications and case studies to enhance understanding. The text
also includes review questions to reinforce key concepts.

3. Forensic Evidence Collection and Preservation
This book focuses on the crucial skills needed for the proper collection,
documentation, and preservation of forensic evidence. It covers protocols for
various types of evidence, including biological, chemical, and physical
materials. Clear illustrations and step-by-step procedures make it an



essential resource for certification candidates.

4. Criminalistics: An Introduction to Forensic Science
A widely used textbook that introduces the scientific principles behind
forensic investigations. It combines theory with real-world case examples to
provide a comprehensive understanding of forensic disciplines. The book is
updated regularly to reflect advances in forensic technology and methodology.

5. Practical Forensic Science Technician Handbook
This handbook offers hands-on guidance for forensic science technicians
working in the field and laboratory. It covers topics such as crime scene
processing, evidence analysis, and report writing. The practical focus makes
it ideal for those preparing for certification exams and real-world duties.

6. Forensic Science Certification Review
A concise review book tailored to help candidates pass forensic science
certification exams. It summarizes core forensic concepts, laboratory
techniques, and legal considerations. The book also includes numerous
practice questions with detailed explanations.

7. Introduction to Crime Scene Investigation and Forensic Science
This introductory text provides a thorough overview of crime scene
investigation and forensic science principles. It discusses the roles and
responsibilities of forensic technicians and the importance of maintaining
evidence integrity. The book is supplemented with photographs and case
studies to illustrate key points.

8. Forensic Laboratory Techniques and Procedures
Focusing on laboratory methods, this book covers analytical techniques used
in forensic science, including DNA analysis, toxicology, and fingerprint
examination. It explains laboratory protocols and quality control measures
essential for certification. The text is supported by practical examples and
problem-solving exercises.

9. Applied Forensic Science for Certification Preparation
This book integrates applied forensic science concepts with exam preparation
strategies. It emphasizes critical thinking and problem-solving skills
necessary for successful certification. Chapters include summaries, practice
quizzes, and case evaluations to support learning and retention.
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  forensic science technician certification: Digital Crime and Forensic Science in Cyberspace
Kanellis, Panagiotis, Kiountouzis, Evangelos, Kolokotronis, Nicholas, Martakos, Drakoulis,
2006-04-30 Digital forensics is the science of collecting the evidence that can be used in a court of
law to prosecute the individuals who engage in electronic crime--Provided by publisher.
  forensic science technician certification: Career Opportunities in Forensic Science
Susan Echaore-McDavid, Richard A. McDavid, 2010-04-21 Provides job profiles in the field of
forensic science; includes education and training resources, certification program listings,
professional associations, and more.
  forensic science technician certification: Textbook of Forensic Science Pankaj
Shrivastava, Jose Antonio Lorente, Ankit Srivastava, Ashish Badiye, Neeti Kapoor, 2023-10-28 This
textbook provides essential and fundamental information to modern forensics investigations. It
discusses criminalistics and crime scene aspects, including investigation, management, collecting
and packaging various types of physical evidence, forwarding, and chain of custody. It presents
fundamental principles, ethics, challenges and criticism of forensic sciences and reviews the crime
typologies, the correlates of crime, criminology, penology, and victimology. It provides a viewpoint
on legal aspects, including types of evidence, the procedure in the court and scrutiny of the evidence
and experts. The book summarizes forensic serological evidences such as blood, semen, saliva,
milk-tears, sweat, vaginal fluids, urine, and sweat. It also provides an overview of forensic
examination of different types of evidence and also includes comprehensive detailing of forensic
ballistics including firearm classification, bullet comparison and matching. Further, it explores the
examinations of drugs, chemicals, explosives, and petroleum products. It focuses on the various
aspects of forensic toxicology, including the study of various poisons/toxins, associated signs and
symptoms, a fatal dose /fatal period of poisons. The book also emphasizes digital and cyber
forensics, including classification, data recovery tools, encryption and decryption methods, image,
and video forensics. It is a useful resource for graduate and post-graduate students in the field of
Forensic Science.
  forensic science technician certification: Autopsy Technician - The Comprehensive Guide
VIRUTI SHIVAN, Dive into the realm of medical mysteries and uncover the pivotal role of autopsy
technicians in modern forensics with Autopsy Technician: The Comprehensive Guide. This essential
resource is tailored for those on the cusp of entering the field or seeking to deepen their knowledge,
offering a deep dive into the techniques, challenges, and profound responsibilities of postmortem
examinations. Through engaging narratives and expert insights, this guide demystifies the
complexities of the human body post-mortem, emphasizing the importance of precision, ethics, and
compassion in the trade. Without relying on images or illustrations due to copyright considerations,
this book instead paints vivid pictures through words, guiding readers through hypothetical
scenarios and real-world applications that captivate and educate. Whether it's understanding the
nuances of cause-of-death determination or navigating the intricacies of legal and medical
collaboration, this book stands as a beacon for those eager to excel in this vital healthcare niche. By
highlighting unique insights and fostering a deep respect for the deceased, it not only educates but
also inspires a new generation of professionals committed to contributing to the justice system and
medical science.
  forensic science technician certification: The Practice Of Crime Scene Investigation
John Horswell, 2004-04-13 Crime scene investigation involves the use and integration of scientific
methods, physical evidence, and deductive reasoning in order to determine and establish the series
of events surrounding a crime. The quality of the immediate crime scene response and the manner in
which the crime scene is examined are critical to the success of the investigation. Evidence that is
missed or corrupted by incomplete or improper handling can have a devastating effect on a case and
keep justice from being served. The Practice of Crime Scene Investigation covers numerous aspects
of crime scene investigation, including the latest in education and training, quality systems
accreditation, quality assurance, and the application of specialist scientific disciplines to crime. The
book discusses a range of basic and advanced techniques such as fingerprinting, dealing with



trauma victims, photofit technology, the role of the pathologist and ballistic expert, and signal
processing. It also reviews specialist crime scene examinations including clandestine laboratories,
drug operations, arson, and explosives.
  forensic science technician certification: Handbook of Digital and Multimedia Forensic
Evidence John J. Barbara, 2007-12-28 This volume presents an overview of computer forensics
perfect for beginners. A distinguished group of specialist authors have crafted chapters rich with
detail yet accessible for readers who are not experts in the field. Tying together topics as diverse as
applicable laws on search and seizure, investigating cybercrime, and preparation for courtroom
testimony, Handbook of Digital and Multimedia Evidence is an ideal overall reference for this
multi-faceted discipline.
  forensic science technician certification: System Forensics, Investigation, and Response
Chuck Easttom, 2017-08-30 Part of the Jones & Bartlett Learning Information Systems Security &
Assurance Series! System Forensics, Investigation, and Response, Third Edition examines the
fundamentals concepts readers must know as they prepare for a career in the cutting-edge field of
system forensics.
  forensic science technician certification: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Forensics Alan
Axelrod, Guy Antinozzi, 2007 Conduct an investigation into the world of forensic science.
Understand why the law determines which evidence may or may not be used; discover just how
accurate--or inaccurate-- lie detectors are; take a tour of a police crime lab; learn how insects and
plants affect a cause-of-death analysis; note the similarities and differences in analyzing fibers and
hairs, drugs, soil, glass, and firearms; examine the history behind fingerprinting; remember that an
investigator's ultimate weapon is information.
  forensic science technician certification: The Science of Forensic Entomology David B.
Rivers, Gregory A. Dahlem, 2022-10-03 A thoroughly updated introduction to forensic entomology In
the newly revised second edition of The Science of Forensic Entomology, two distinguished
entomologists deliver a foundational and practical resource that equips students and professionals to
be able to understand and resolve questions concerning the presence of specific insects at crime
scenes. Each chapter in the book addresses a topic that delves into the underlying biological
principles and concepts relevant to the insect biology that grounds the use of insects in legal and
investigational contexts. In addition to non-traditional topics, including the biology of maggot
masses, temperature tolerances of necrophagous insects, chemical attraction and communication,
reproductive strategies of necrophagous flies, and archaeoentomology, the book also offers readers:
A thorough introduction to the role of forensic science in criminal investigations and the history of
forensic entomology Comprehensive discussions of the biology, taxonomy, and natural history of
forensically important insects Fulsome treatments of the postmortem decomposition of human
remains and vertebrate carrion In-depth introduction to the concepts of accumulated degree days
and the use of insect development for estimation of the postmortem interval New chapters dedicated
to forensic entomotoxicology, aquatic insects in forensic investigations, microbiomes of forensic
insects and carrion, professional standards, and case studies Perfect for graduate and advanced
undergraduate students in forensic entomology, forensic biology, and general forensic science, The
Science of Forensic Entomology will also earn a place in the libraries of law enforcement and
forensic investigators, as well as researchers in forensic entomology
  forensic science technician certification: Career Guide in Criminal Justice Douglas Klutz,
2019 Career Guide in Criminal Justice is the guide to getting hired and working in the criminal
justice system. Featuring a straightforward and accessible writing style, it covers the three main
components of the criminal justice system - law enforcement, courts, and corrections - discussing
career opportunities in local, state, and federal government along with those in the private sector.
The book also looks at careers in private investigations, the bond industry, forensic psychology,
cybersecurity, and other related fields. Douglas Klutz helps students develop practical skills
including succeeding as a student in higher education, acting ethically and professionally, writing
cover letters and résumés, securing internships, preparing for interviews, and effective networking



and career-building strategies. In addition, he addresses many of the common myths related to
working in the criminal justice system, offering students invaluable real-world guidance.
  forensic science technician certification: Crime Laboratory Management Jami J. St. Clair, Jo
Ann Given, 2003 Crime laboratory management is the first book to address the duties,
responsibilities and issues involved with managing a crime laboratory. The book counters the
common misconceptions generated by television programs and the media that crime labs can
perform 'miracles in minutes' by providing practical information to law enforcement, forensic
scientists students, medical examiners, lawyers and crime scene investigators regarding crime
laboratory operation
  forensic science technician certification: Fundamentals of Forensic Science Max M.
Houck, Jay A. Siegel, 2006-04-24 Fundamentals of Forensic Science offers a complete look at the
core topics of forensic science. It represents the most realistic view of the field by including areas
that, while central to criminal investigation, fall outside the typical definition of criminalistics. These
areas include pathology, entomology, anthropology, and other areas of scientific study unique to
forensic textbooks. Organized by the timeline of a real case, the text begins with an introduction and
history of forensic science. It then covers the methods of analysis used in most forensic
examinations, addressing the biological, chemical and physical elements relevant to the field, and
concluding with an examination of how forensic science intersects with law. Feature boxes
throughout the text contain online resource listings, historical events in forensic science, practical
issues in laboratory analysis, and topics for further reading or interest. This book is recommended
for students in forensic science and professionals in the various forensic disciplines – fire, chemistry,
crime scene, trace evidence, law enforcement personnel, lawyers, and defense attorneys. - Vivid,
full-color illustrations that diagram key concepts and depict evidence encountered in the field-
Straightforward unit organization that includes key terms, numerous feature boxes emphasizing
resources on the World Wide Web, historical events in forensic science, practical issues in laboratory
analysis, and topics for further reading- Effective pedagogy -including end-of-chapter questions-
paired with a clear writing style makes this an invaluable resource for professors and students of
forensic science
  forensic science technician certification: Information Security Management Handbook
Harold F. Tipton, Micki Krause, 2004-12-28 Since 1993, the Information Security Management
Handbook has served not only as an everyday reference for information security practitioners but
also as an important document for conducting the intense review necessary to prepare for the
Certified Information System Security Professional (CISSP) examination. Now completely revised
and updated and in its fifth edition, the handbook maps the ten domains of the Information Security
Common Body of Knowledge and provides a complete understanding of all the items in it. This is a
...must have... book, both for preparing for the CISSP exam and as a comprehensive, up-to-date
reference.
  forensic science technician certification: Public Safety and Law Enforcement Alyson Forbes,
2010 Public Safety and Law Enforcement guides readers to various career possibilities in this
interesting field. Featuring invaluable tips and practical advice from professionals, this new book
offers an overview of jobs in public safety and law enforcement as well as ways to map out career
goals for the future.
  forensic science technician certification: The Complete Guide to the ABC Molecular Biology
Certification Exam Tiffany Roy, 2020-04-03 In 2009, the National Academy of Sciences (NAS)
authored the report Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States: A Path Forward. In it, the
Committee expressed the need for accreditation and certification. Accreditation, long recognized by
public labs as an important benchmark in quality, was recognized as an important way to
standardize laboratories that provide forensic services. Certification can play an important role as a
method of oversight in the forensic sciences—something also recommended by the - National
Commission on Forensic Science in October 2014. The Complete Guide to the ABC's Molecular
Biology is a professional certification examination preparation text for forensic scientists taking the



American Board of Criminalistics Examination in Molecular Biology. The book serves as a resource
for forensic scientists—who are facing more and more pressure to become certified—to support
them in their pursuit of forensic certification. In the years since the NAS report was published, there
has been increased discussion of forensic certification requirements. ABC’s Molecular Biology exam
is a quality certification, and learning the concepts for it will invariably help any professional
working in the field. The book prepares readers in all relevant topic areas, including: accreditation,
safety, biological screen principles, anatomy and cell biology, crime scene and evidence handling,
concepts in genetics, biochemistry, statistics, DNA evidence, and DNA testing. The book will be
particularly helpful for forensic science laboratory technicians, police and investigations
professionals, forensic serology and DNA analysts, attorneys, and forensic science students. This
study guide follows the guidelines for the exam and presents all the information necessary to
prepare individuals to pass the exam.
  forensic science technician certification: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools, Eighty-Eighth
Edition, 2023-2024 Alain Park, 2023-11-09 The authoritative annual guide to the requirements for
certification of teachers. This annual volume offers the most complete and current listings of the
requirements for certification of a wide range of educational professionals at the elementary and
secondary levels. Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making much-needed
knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
  forensic science technician certification: Huber and Headrick's Handwriting Identification
Heidi H. Harralson, Larry S. Miller, 2017-12-14 Forensic document examination is the study of
physical evidence and physical evidence cannot lie. Only its interpretation can err. Only the failure
to find it, or to hear its true testimony can deprive it of its value.—Roy Huber This is a
comprehensive update of Huber and Headrick's seminal work on handwriting examination. New
coverage includes a review of forensic handwriting examination research, handwriting analysis
training and proficiency, revised methods and procedures, an updated listing and clarification of
terminology and electronic signatures, the analysis of digitized handwriting, and other related
technological advances. The book includes updated photographs, several added illustrations, and
advances in techniques based on the scientific research conducted in the area over the last 20 years.
Features of the new edition include: The latest on electronic signatures, digital handwriting,
automated handwriting verification, and the many advances in technology and research over the last
two decades An overview of the fundamentals of handwriting examination with updated discussion
of the intrinsic and extrinsic variables associated with handwriting identification A review of the
criticism of handwriting expert opinions and methodology, addressing both the strengths and
scientific limitations of the area Fully revised while remaining true to the spirit and approach of
original authors Roy Huber and A. M. Headrick Addition of nearly 200 new references and new
glossary terms representing advances in research and methods. With extensive photographs to help
clearly illustrate concepts, Huber and Headrick’s Handwriting Identification: Facts and
Fundamentals, Second Edition serves as an invaluable reference to law libraries, practicing
document examiners, forensic and criminal justice students, and every lawyer handling cases in
which the authenticity of handwriting and documents might be disputed.
  forensic science technician certification: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools, Eighty-Ninth Edition,
2024–2025 Alain Park, 2024-11-07 The authoritative annual guide to the requirements for
certification of teachers. This annual volume offers the most complete and current listings of the
requirements for certification of a wide range of educational professionals at the elementary and
secondary levels. Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making much-needed
knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
  forensic science technician certification: Forensic Nursing Science Virginia A. Lynch, Janet
Barber Duval, 2010-09-13 Written and edited by the most respected authorities in forensic nursing
and forensic sciences, this new edition provides the tools and concepts you need to collect evidence



that is admissible in court, determine the significance of that evidence, and provide accurate,
reliable testimony while administering high-quality patient care. Now in full color throughout, it
remains the most comprehensive, highly illustrated text of its kind. - Provides a comprehensive,
updated guide to forensic nursing science, paying special attention to the International Association
of Forensic Nurses's (IAFN) goals for forensic nursing. - Retains a focus on assessment skills and the
collection and preservation of evidence, following the established guidelines of the forensic sciences.
Prepares you to provide testimony as a fact witness or a forensic nursing expert. Includes an
illustrated case study in almost every chapter, helping you relate the information to clinical practice.
- Highlights important recommendations for interventions in Best Practice boxes, including the
evidence base for each. - Summarizes important points in Key Point boxes, so you can quickly review
the most important concepts in each chapter. - Explores the evolving role of forensic nurses in
today's health care facilities and the community. - Edited by Virginia Lynch, founding member and
first President of the International Association of Forensic Nurses and Janet Barber Duval, both
well-respected pioneers and educators in the field. - Contains 300 full-color illustrations integrated
throughout the text, so you can view evidence quickly and easily, as it is likely to appear in practice.
- Presents information on courtroom testimony and depositions in one reorganized, streamlined
chapter, giving you a full, organized treatment of this extremely important topic. - Includes twelve
new chapters: Digital Evidence, Medical Evidence Recovery at the Death Scene, Asphyxia, Electrical
and Thermal Injury, Intrafamilial Homicide and Unexplained Childhood Death, Human Trafficking,
Credential Development for Forensic Nurses, Gangs and Hate Crimes, Ethics Issues in Forensic
Nursing, Forensic Physics and Fracture Analysis, Sexual Deviant Behaviors and Crime and Forensic
Epidemiology. - Contains heavily revised information on Prehospital Evidence, Forensic Investigation
in the Hospital, and Human Abuse and Deaths in Custody. - Features critical thinking questions with
every case study, so you can thoroughly consider the implications of each clinical scenario.
  forensic science technician certification: Forensic Science Under Siege Kelly Pyrek,
2010-07-27 Forensic science laboratories' reputations have increasingly come under fire. Incidents
of tainted evidence, false reports, allegations of negligence, scientifically flawed testimony, or -
worse yet - perjury in in-court testimony, have all served to cast a shadow over the forensic sciences.
Instances of each are just a few of the quality-related charges made in the last few years. Forensic
Science Under Siege is the first book to integrate and explain these problematic trends in forensic
science. The issues are timely, and are approached from an investigatory, yet scholarly and
research-driven, perspective. Leading experts are consulted and interviewed, including directors of
highly visible forensic laboratories, as well as medical examiners and coroners who are
commandeering the discussions related to these issues. Interviewees include Henry Lee, Richard
Saferstein, Cyril Wecht, and many others. The ultimate consequences of all these pressures, as well
as the future of forensic science, has yet to be determined. This book examines these challenges,
while also exploring possible solutions (such as the formation of a forensic science consortium to
address specific legislative issues). It is a must-read for all forensic scientists. - Provides insight on
the current state of forensic science, demands, and future direction as provided by leading experts
in the field - Consolidates the current state of standards and best-practices of labs across disciplines
- Discusses a controversial topic that must be addressed for political support and financial funding of
forensic science to improve
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