
forensic and legal psychology

forensic and legal psychology is a specialized field that bridges the gap
between psychology and the legal system. It involves the application of
psychological principles and techniques to understand criminal behavior,
assist in legal decision-making, and support the administration of justice.
This discipline covers various areas including criminal profiling, assessment
of competency, eyewitness testimony evaluation, and the treatment of
offenders. Professionals in forensic and legal psychology work closely with
law enforcement agencies, attorneys, and courts to provide expert analysis
and testimony. The integration of psychological insights into legal contexts
helps improve the accuracy of legal outcomes and promotes fair treatment
within the justice system. This article explores the core aspects of forensic
and legal psychology, its applications, methodologies, and significance in
modern law enforcement and judicial processes.
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Overview of Forensic and Legal Psychology
Forensic and legal psychology is an interdisciplinary field that applies
psychological theories, research, and methodologies to legal issues and
proceedings. It encompasses a broad range of activities that contribute to
understanding human behavior within the context of the law. This field
emerged as a distinct discipline in the 20th century and has since evolved to
address complex challenges such as criminal profiling, jury decision-making,
and rehabilitation of offenders. The integration of psychology with legal
principles aids in resolving disputes, assessing mental states, and ensuring
justice is served effectively and ethically.

Historical Development
The origins of forensic and legal psychology can be traced back to early
psychological experiments and legal cases in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. Landmark studies on eyewitness memory, false confessions, and
criminal behavior laid the foundation for today’s practices. Over time,



advances in psychological research and forensic science have refined the
tools and techniques used by professionals in this field, enhancing their
ability to provide reliable and valid assessments.

Core Concepts and Terminology
Understanding forensic and legal psychology requires familiarity with key
concepts such as competency, criminal responsibility, risk assessment, and
expert testimony. These terms represent critical elements in the interaction
between psychology and the law, guiding practitioners in their evaluations
and interventions. Additionally, the distinction between forensic psychology
(focused on applied practice) and legal psychology (more research-oriented)
highlights the dual nature of this discipline.

Key Roles and Responsibilities
Professionals in forensic and legal psychology fulfill a variety of roles
that support the legal system. Their expertise is essential in evaluating
individuals involved in legal proceedings, providing expert opinions, and
developing strategies to prevent future offenses. These roles require
specialized training and a deep understanding of both psychological
principles and legal standards.

Forensic Psychologists
Forensic psychologists typically work directly with legal cases, conducting
psychological evaluations of defendants, victims, and witnesses. Their
responsibilities include assessing mental competency to stand trial,
determining criminal responsibility, and evaluating risk factors for
reoffending. They also provide expert testimony in court and assist in jury
selection processes.

Legal Psychologists
Legal psychologists primarily focus on research related to legal issues, such
as the reliability of eyewitness testimony, juror decision-making, and the
effects of interrogation techniques. Their work informs policy development
and legal reforms by providing evidence-based insights into how psychological
factors influence legal outcomes.

Psychological Assessment in Legal Contexts
Assessment is a fundamental component of forensic and legal psychology,
involving the systematic evaluation of psychological functioning relevant to



legal questions. These assessments are conducted using standardized tools and
clinical interviews to produce objective findings that can be presented in
court.

Competency Evaluations
One of the primary assessments conducted by forensic psychologists is
determining whether a defendant is competent to stand trial. This evaluation
examines the individual’s ability to understand legal proceedings and assist
in their defense. Competency assessments are crucial for protecting the
rights of defendants and ensuring a fair trial.

Risk Assessments
Risk assessment involves evaluating the likelihood that an individual will
engage in future criminal behavior. This process helps courts make informed
decisions about sentencing, parole, and rehabilitation programs. Various
actuarial and clinical tools are used to estimate risk levels accurately.

Victim and Witness Evaluations
Psychological assessments also extend to victims and witnesses, particularly
in cases involving trauma, memory reliability, and suggestibility. Evaluating
the psychological state of these individuals aids in understanding their
testimony and providing appropriate support services.

Applications in Criminal Justice
The application of forensic and legal psychology within the criminal justice
system is extensive and varied. It enhances investigative processes, improves
courtroom procedures, and supports offender rehabilitation efforts. These
applications demonstrate the practical value of psychological expertise in
legal settings.

Criminal Profiling
Criminal profiling is a technique used to identify characteristics of unknown
offenders based on crime scene analysis and behavioral patterns. Forensic
psychologists contribute to profiling by applying psychological theories to
predict offender traits, motives, and potential future actions. Although
controversial, profiling remains a valuable investigative tool.



Eyewitness Testimony and Memory
Research in legal psychology has highlighted the fallibility of eyewitness
testimony, leading to reforms in how such evidence is collected and
evaluated. Forensic experts assess factors that affect memory accuracy, such
as stress, suggestion, and time lapse, to assist courts in weighing
testimonial evidence appropriately.

Jury Selection and Decision-Making
Understanding the psychological dynamics of juries is essential for fair
trial outcomes. Forensic psychologists analyze juror attitudes, biases, and
group behavior to inform jury selection and predict verdict tendencies. This
knowledge helps legal teams develop effective trial strategies.

Offender Rehabilitation
Psychological interventions designed by forensic psychologists aim to reduce
recidivism and support offender reintegration into society. These programs
address underlying psychological issues such as substance abuse, aggression,
and antisocial behavior, promoting long-term behavioral change and public
safety.

Challenges and Ethical Considerations
Forensic and legal psychology faces several challenges, including maintaining
objectivity, managing dual roles, and navigating complex ethical dilemmas.
Practitioners must adhere to stringent professional guidelines to uphold the
integrity of their work and protect the rights of all parties involved.

Maintaining Objectivity
Given the high-stakes nature of legal cases, forensic psychologists must
avoid bias and ensure their evaluations are based on scientific evidence.
Objectivity is critical to providing credible testimony and preserving the
trust of legal professionals and the public.

Confidentiality and Informed Consent
Ethical practice requires clear communication about the limits of
confidentiality in forensic assessments. Individuals evaluated must
understand how their information will be used in legal proceedings, and
psychologists must balance confidentiality with legal obligations.



Dual-Role Conflicts
Forensic psychologists often face dual-role conflicts when balancing
responsibilities to the court, clients, and the public. Ethical guidelines
provide direction on managing these conflicts to ensure fair treatment and
professional accountability.

Legal and Professional Standards
Compliance with legal standards and professional codes of conduct is
essential in forensic and legal psychology. This includes staying current
with evolving laws, research findings, and best practices to maintain
competence and provide high-quality services.

Interdisciplinary Collaboration

Continued Research and Development

Public Education and Awareness

Frequently Asked Questions

What is forensic psychology and how does it differ
from legal psychology?
Forensic psychology involves the application of psychological principles to
legal issues, often focusing on assessments and treatment of criminal
offenders. Legal psychology, a subfield of forensic psychology, specifically
studies psychological aspects related to the legal system, such as jury
decision-making, eyewitness testimony, and legal processes.

How do forensic psychologists assess the competency
of a defendant to stand trial?
Forensic psychologists evaluate a defendant's mental state, understanding of
the court proceedings, ability to communicate with their attorney, and
capacity to participate in their defense. They use clinical interviews,
psychological testing, and review of records to determine if the defendant is
competent to stand trial.

What role does forensic psychology play in criminal



profiling?
Forensic psychologists contribute to criminal profiling by analyzing
behavioral patterns, crime scene evidence, and victimology to help law
enforcement agencies identify characteristics of potential suspects and
predict future offenses.

How reliable is eyewitness testimony according to
legal psychology research?
Research in legal psychology has shown that eyewitness testimony can be
unreliable due to factors like memory distortion, stress, suggestion, and
eyewitness confidence. Therefore, courts often treat such testimony with
caution and consider corroborating evidence.

What ethical challenges do forensic psychologists
face in their work?
Forensic psychologists often face ethical challenges such as maintaining
objectivity, confidentiality issues, dual relationships, informed consent,
and the potential for bias when working within adversarial legal systems.

How has technology impacted forensic and legal
psychology?
Technology has enhanced forensic and legal psychology through tools like
computerized assessments, virtual reality for eyewitness memory studies, and
data analytics for offender profiling, improving accuracy and efficiency in
psychological evaluations.

What is the significance of the insanity defense in
forensic psychology?
The insanity defense involves assessing whether a defendant was legally
insane at the time of the crime, meaning they were unable to understand the
nature or wrongfulness of their actions. Forensic psychologists conduct
evaluations to provide expert opinions on this matter in court.

How do forensic psychologists contribute to child
custody cases?
Forensic psychologists assess the psychological well-being of children and
parents, evaluate family dynamics, and provide recommendations to the court
regarding custody arrangements that are in the best interest of the child.



Additional Resources
1. Forensic Psychology: Crime, Justice, Law, Interventions
This comprehensive book offers an in-depth overview of forensic psychology,
exploring the intersection between psychology and the legal system. It covers
topics such as criminal behavior, legal processes, and psychological
assessments used in courts. The text is suitable for students and
professionals looking to understand how psychological principles are applied
in legal contexts.

2. Psychology and Law: Truthfulness, Accuracy, and Credibility
This book delves into the psychological aspects of witness testimony,
focusing on factors that influence truthfulness and credibility. It examines
memory, deception detection, and the reliability of eyewitness accounts. The
author provides practical insights for legal practitioners and forensic
psychologists aiming to improve the accuracy of testimonies in court.

3. Criminal Behavior: A Psychological Approach
Focusing on the psychological theories behind criminal conduct, this book
explores various types of crimes and the mental processes of offenders. It
discusses profiling, risk assessment, and rehabilitation techniques. Readers
will gain a solid understanding of how psychology helps explain and address
criminal behavior.

4. Forensic Mental Health Assessment: A Casebook
This casebook provides real-world examples of forensic mental health
evaluations used in legal settings. It covers assessments related to
competency, insanity, risk of violence, and sentencing. The practical
approach helps readers learn how to conduct and interpret psychological
evaluations for court cases.

5. Eyewitness Testimony and Memory in the Courtroom
This book addresses the complexities of human memory and its impact on
eyewitness testimony. It reviews research on memory distortion, confidence,
and suggestibility. Legal professionals and psychologists will find valuable
guidance on evaluating and presenting eyewitness evidence.

6. Handbook of Forensic Psychology: Resource for Mental Health and Legal
Professionals
An extensive reference work that covers a wide range of topics including
assessment, treatment, and ethical issues in forensic psychology. The
handbook integrates research findings with practical applications for mental
health experts working within the justice system. It is an essential resource
for both novice and experienced practitioners.

7. Legal Psychology: Understanding Human Behavior in Legal Contexts
This book explores how psychological principles influence legal decision-
making, jury behavior, and courtroom dynamics. It discusses the role of
expert witnesses, interrogation techniques, and the impact of stress on legal
participants. The text bridges theory and practice in the field of legal
psychology.



8. Investigative Psychology: Offender Profiling and the Analysis of Criminal
Action
Focusing on investigative techniques, this book sheds light on offender
profiling and behavioral analysis used by law enforcement. It combines
psychological theory with real case studies to illustrate how profiling aids
in solving crimes. Readers will learn about the scientific methods behind
criminal investigations.

9. Applied Psychology in Criminal Justice Settings
This text highlights the application of psychological principles in various
criminal justice environments, including policing, corrections, and victim
services. It emphasizes practical strategies for assessment, intervention,
and policy development. The book is ideal for professionals working to
improve outcomes within the criminal justice system.
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address both the clinical applications of forensic psychology and the role of psychological science in
understanding and evaluating legal assumptions and processes. —Norman Poythress, PhD, Research
Director and Professor, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, Dept. of Mental Health
Law and Policy Forensic Psychology and Law is a major contribution to the teaching of law and
psychology. Roesch, Zapf, and Hart offer a timely, comprehensive, and succinct overview of the field
that will offer widespread appeal to those interested in this vibrant and growing area. Outstanding.
—Kirk Heilbrun, PhD, Professor and Head, Department of Psychology, Drexel University In this
volume, three noted experts have managed to capture the basic elements of forensic psychology. It
is clearly written, well organized, and provides real world examples to hold the interest of any
reader. While clarifying complex issues, the authors also present a very balanced discussion of a
number of the most hotly debated topics. —Mary Alice Conroy, PhD, ABPP, Psychological Services
Center, Sam Houston State University A Comprehensive, Up-to-Date Discussion of the Interface
Between Forensic Psychology and Law Forensic Psychology and Law covers the latest theory,
research, and practice in the field and provides thought-provoking discussion of topics with chapters
on: Forensic assessment in criminal and civil domains Eyewitness identification Police
investigations, interrogations, and confessions Correctional psychology Psychology, law, and public
policy Ethics and professional issues
  forensic and legal psychology: Introduction to Forensic Psychology Curt R. Bartol, Anne
M. Bartol, 2025-01-09 Written by authors with extensive experience in both the field and classroom,
Introduction to Forensic Psychology: Research and Application, Seventh Edition equips students
with the skills to analyze psychological knowledge and research findings, applying them effectively
to both civil and criminal justice systems. The text is structured to cover five vital areas: law
enforcement and investigative psychology, legal psychology, criminal psychology, victimology and
victim services, and correctional psychology, while also addressing emerging technologies such as
facial recognition and artificial intelligence. Moreover, it emphasizes an essential multicultural
perspective, underscoring the need for sensitivity to ethnic, gender, cultural, and racial dynamics,
preparing students to navigate the diverse challenges they will encounter in their professional
careers.
  forensic and legal psychology: Forensic Psychology Lawrence S. Wrightsman, Solomon M.
Fulero, 2004 Written by two of the leading authorities in the field, FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY,
Second Edition introduces students to the practice of forensic psychology by showing readers how
psychologists aid the legal system by serving as expert witnesses, criminal profilers, and trial
consultants for jury selection and child custody hearings. Wrightsman and Fulero present the roles
and responsibilities of forensic psychologists, and addresses both the opportunities and temptations
inherent in those roles. Through this lens, the authors explore the ethical issues facing practicing
forensic psychologists, such as promising clients too much, the possibility of becoming advocates
rather than objective scientists, and the pitfalls associated with substituting one's values for data.
Wrightsman and Fulero provide students with an accurate and candid picture of the field, and the
range of careers in forensic psychology.
  forensic and legal psychology: Becoming a Forensic Psychologist David DeMatteo, Jaymes
Fairfax-Columbo, Alisha Desai, 2019-11-20 The paths to becoming a forensic psychologist are
numerous and varied. Becoming a Forensic Psychologist provides insight into the process of
pursuing a career in forensic psychology, from an introduction to the field itself to graduate school
and beyond. This comprehensive guide extends beyond mere definitions and overviews to discuss
tips, strategies, and questions to ask at every step of the way to becoming a forensic psychologist.
Told from the perspectives of individuals at different stages in their career, this book provides
up-to-date information about existing forensic psychology programs and resources to assist aspiring
forensic psychologists in career decision-making. Additional sidebars define key terms, highlight
important court decisions that shaped the field of forensic psychology, and provide interesting facts
about the field. This book will help any individual pursuing a career as a forensic psychologist,
including those about to start college who are narrowing their career interests, graduate students,



and those already in the field of psychology who are considering a career shift.
  forensic and legal psychology: Forensic Psychology Glen Leach, 2018-04-20 Forensic
Psychology is the application of the science and profession of psychology to questions and issues
relating to law and the legal system. Today forensic refers to the application of scientific principles
and practices to the adversary process where especially knowledgeable scientists play a role.
Forensic psychology is the intersection between psychology and the criminal justice system. It
involves understanding criminal law in the relevant jurisdictions in order to be able to interact
appropriately with judges, attorneys and other legal professionals. The growth of forensic
psychology is not without controversy. Some accuse forensic psychologists of being hired guns who
can be paid to parrot a certain opinion. Recent court decisions are causing increasing scientific
scrutiny of psychological evidence. This in turn is leading to the development of increasingly
rigorous training programs, instruments, and procedures that will allow us to withstand such
adversarial scrutiny. Further, in order to be a credible witness, the forensic psychologist must
understand the philosophy, rules and standards of the judicial system. Primary is an understanding
of the adversarial system. There are also rules about hearsay evidence and most importantly, the
exclusionary rule. This book provides deep insight into various dimensions of issues relating to the
subject.
  forensic and legal psychology: Legal and Forensic Psychology Irena Bošković, 2025-02-03
This book seeks to distinguish empirically-based knowledge from widespread misconceptions in the
fields of legal and forensic psychology. Across ten chapters, leading scholars contribute different
perspectives on their areas of expertise within the fields of legal and forensic psychology, providing
a comprehensive overview of the historical context and defining characteristics of these two
disciplines. The first section of the book is dedicated to legal psychology, exploring issues such as
pseudoscience in lie detection, the use of polygraphs, and the reliability of eyewitness testimony and
memory reports in legal settings. The second focuses on forensic psychology, addressing topics such
as the relationship between criminal behavior and psychopathology, symptom validity assessment,
risk assessment, and the treatment of forensic patients. As such, this vital book will serve as an
excellent starting point for those seeking to educate themselves about these disciplines.
  forensic and legal psychology: The International Handbook of Psychology Kurt Pawlik, Mark
R Rosenzweig, 2000-07-21 The International Handbook of Psychology is an authoritative resource
covering all the main areas of psychological science and written by an outstanding set of authors
from around the world. The 31 chapters cover not only scientific but also applied cross-disciplinary
aspects. Supervised by an International Editorial Advisory Board (IEAB) of 13 eminent psychologists
and edited by Professors Kurt Pawlik and Mark R Rosenzweig, it is being published under the
auspices of the International Union of Psychological Science (IUPsyS) by SAGE Publications Ltd in
London. The International Handbook of Psychology will be invaluable to advanced undergraduates,
graduate students and academics in psychology, and will also be of interest to students of education,
sociology, political science, humanities, philosophy, informatics, cognitive sciences, neuroscience,
legal sciences and criminology, and will serve as a general resource reference text, written at a level
comparable to Scientific American. `This impressive volume covers a tremendous amount of work. It
is well organized: authors have generally kept to a standard brief. It is also truly international both
in authorship and the origin of the work referenced. This will provide a very useful reference book
for undergraduate and post-graduate students′ - British Journal of Educational Psychology
  forensic and legal psychology: The Corsini Encyclopedia of Psychology and Behavioral
Science, Volume 1 W. Edward Craighead, Charles B. Nemeroff, 2001 Encyclopedia
  forensic and legal psychology: Majoring in Psychology Jeffrey L. Helms, Daniel T. Rogers,
2022-04-18 MAJORING IN PSYCHOLOGY The gold standard in preparing for an undergraduate
education and career in psychology. In the newly revised Third Edition of Majoring in Psychology:
Achieving Your Educational and Career Goals, distinguished psychologists and educators Drs. Jeffrey
L. Helms and Daniel T. Rogers deliver an accessible and concise review of ideal strategies for
embarking on a successful undergraduate career in psychology. Readers will discover the benefits of



pursuing a psychology degree and learn how to prepare for a career in the field or to continue with
graduate study. Filled with brand-new content, this edition includes updated statistics and links;
increased considerations of issues of diversity, inclusion, and representation; new professional
spotlights and insider's perspectives; and an expansion of the information on careers in research.
The book also offers a wide range of supplemental exercises and materials. The new edition includes
access to significantly revised instructor's materials, including accessible PowerPoint slides and an
updated test bank for each chapter, as well as: A thorough introduction to succeeding in college,
including important transitions to make, strategies to apply, and resources to access Comprehensive
explorations of assessing and developing career goals and how to use a bachelor’s degree in
psychology to prepare for the job market or graduate school Practical discussions of careers in the
various subfields of psychology, from forensic psychology to academia An in-depth assessment of the
modern career outlook for psychology majors Perfect for aspiring and current undergraduate
students considering or undertaking an undergraduate course of study in psychology, Majoring in
Psychology is an indispensable resource for anyone contemplating a career in clinical, counseling,
forensic, or any other subfield of psychology.
  forensic and legal psychology: Case Studies in Legal Psychology Eric Rassin, 2023-10-12
In some criminal cases, it is a difficult challenge to find out what happened. Fact finders will rely on
different approaches ranging from intuitive heuristics to scientific insights. With 11 real cases, this
book illustrates how professional judges evaluate criminal evidence. Moreover, the legal
psychological approach to the same evidence is discussed, as the author served as a psychological
expert witness in these cases. Targeted pieces of evidence and related topics include: • Eyewitness
identification • Eyewitness testimony • Confession evidence • Deception • Memory flaws • Legal
decision making It is a must-read for practitioners and graduate students in criminal law, forensic
psychology, and legal psychology.
  forensic and legal psychology: Introduction to Forensic Psychology Curt R. Bartol, Anne
M. Bartol, 2011-03-18 This book is a broad introduction to the field of forensic psychology. While
students most often associate forensic psychology with criminal profiling, crime-scene
investigations, and serial murder, this text covers the many other areas where psychology has
played a significant role in providing research knowledge to the civil and criminal justice systems.
The book is a readable summary of contemporary research and practice across a broad spectrum of
topics. Practical applications are discussed where pertinent, and case law discussions are found
throughout the text. This book is designed for undergraduate and graduate students studying
forensic psychology in psychology, criminal justice, and criminology courses. This book will also be
of interest to mental health professionals and anyone looking for a basic overview of the field. New
to the Third Edition: - more real-life cases, new guest essays, and 2-3 new photos per chapter involve
students in the 'human side' of forensic psychology - new information on timely topics - such as
relationships between mental disorders and crime and violence, sexual deviance, death penalty
mitigation, restorative justice initiatives, arson and typologies of juvenille offenders, sexual
harassment, and criminal sentencing - new focus boxes cover drug courts, doctoral programs in
forensic psychology, the 'choking game', the Innocence Project, bias crime, and many others - a
greater emphasis on clinical psychology throughout - thoroughly revised coverage of police
psychology - substantially re-organized material on profiling - revised and expanded lecturer
resources and student study site Key Features of the Third Edition: - broad coverage makes the text
ideal for undergraduate and postgraduate students of both criminology and psychology - exposes
readers to the many careers related to forensic psychology - concentrates on the application side of
the field, focusing on research-based forensic practice to emphasize the use of psychological
knowledge, concepts, and principles - emphasises the multicultural perspective that is an integral
part of the day-to-day work of all practicing and research psychologists - in-text learning aids include
chapter-opening learning objectives, chapter-ending review questions, chapter summaries, and a
glossary of key terms.
  forensic and legal psychology: The ^ARoots of Modern Psychology and Law Thomas



Grisso, Stanley L. Brodsky, 2018-03-01 The Roots of Modern Psychology and Law: A Narrative
History reveals how the field developed during the first decade following the founding of the
American Psychology-Law Society. The contributors to this edited volume, widely considered to be
among the founders of the field, were responsible for establishing and nurturing many of the
subfields and topics in psychology and law or forensic psychology that flourished across the next
fifty years.
  forensic and legal psychology: Taking Psychology and Law into the Twenty-First Century
James R.P. Ogloff, 2006-04-11 In this volume top scholars contribute chapters covering a wide range
of topics including jurisprudence, competency, children, forensic risk assessment, eyewitness
testimony, jurors and juries, lawsuits, and civil law. Also included is an introductory chapter by the
editor. The result is a unique and comprehensive treatment of the issues at the confluence of these
disciplines.
  forensic and legal psychology: Insider's Guide to Graduate Programs in Clinical and
Counseling Psychology Michael A. Sayette, Michael Sayette, John C. Norcross, 2020-01-20 This
expertly written guide, now in its 2020/2021 Edition, is the resource you can rely on to help you
choose--and get into--the graduate clinical or counseling psychology programs that meet your needs.
The Insider's Guide is based on intensive research and includes information, advice, and
decision-making worksheets not available from any other source. A handy time line pinpoints
important steps to take in the months and years leading up to submitting your applications. In-depth
profiles on more than 300 accredited programs provide details on specializations or tracks,
admission requirements, acceptance rates, financial aid, research areas, and clinical opportunities.
The 2020/2021 Edition includes profiles of 16 additional programs, as well as the latest information
on prerequisite coursework, student loans, and more.--
  forensic and legal psychology: Empirical Legal Research Frans L. Leeuw, Hans Schmeets,
2016-03-25 Empirical Legal Research describes how to investigate the roles of legislation,
regulation, legal policies and other legal arrangements at play in society. It is invaluable as a guide
to legal scholars, practitioners and students on how to do empirical legal research, covering history,
methods, evidence, growth of knowledge and links with normativity. This multidisciplinary approach
combines insights and approaches from different social sciences, evaluation studies, Big Data
analytics and empirically informed ethics. The authors present an overview of the roots of this
blossoming interdisciplinary domain, going back to legal realism, the fields of law, economics and
the social sciences, and also to civilology and evaluation studies. The book addresses not only data
analysis and statistics, but also how to formulate adequate research problems, to use (and test)
different types of theories (explanatory and intervention theories) and to apply new forms of
literature research to the field of law such as the systematic, rapid and realist reviews and synthesis
studies. The choice and architecture of research designs, the collection of data, including Big Data,
and how to analyze and visualize data are also covered. The book discusses the tensions between the
normative character of law and legal issues and the descriptive and causal character of empirical
legal research, and suggests ways to help handle this seeming disconnect. This comprehensive guide
is vital reading for law practitioners as well as for students and researchers dealing with regulation,
legislation and other legal arrangements.
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