
foregrounding meaning in literature
foregrounding meaning in literature is a fundamental concept that plays a crucial role in literary
analysis and interpretation. It refers to the technique by which certain elements of a text are made
more prominent or striking to draw the reader’s attention, enhancing thematic depth, emotional
impact, or stylistic innovation. Understanding the foregrounding meaning in literature allows readers
and scholars to appreciate how authors manipulate language, structure, and literary devices to create
emphasis and meaning beyond the ordinary or expected. This article explores the definition,
theoretical background, types, and examples of foregrounding in literature. Additionally, it examines
the effects that foregrounding has on readers and its significance in various literary traditions. The
discussion also highlights how foregrounding interacts with other literary concepts such as
defamiliarization and stylistic deviation. To guide the exploration, the following table of contents
outlines the key sections covered.
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Definition and Theoretical Background of
Foregrounding in Literature

Foregrounding meaning in literature originates from linguistic and literary theory, particularly within
the Prague School of structuralism and later stylistics. It involves the deliberate emphasis or
highlighting of certain linguistic features to bring them to the forefront of a reader’s perception. The
concept was developed to explain how some elements of a literary text stand out against the
background of ordinary language use, thereby generating aesthetic and cognitive effects.

Foregrounding is closely linked to the idea of deviation, where a writer intentionally breaks linguistic
norms or expectations, making the text more noticeable and meaningful. It also relates to the concept
of defamiliarization, introduced by Russian Formalists, where familiar objects or ideas are presented
in an unfamiliar way to refresh the reader’s perception.

In essence, foregrounding meaning in literature is about enhancing the salience of particular textual
elements—such as word choice, syntax, sound patterns, or imagery—to enrich the interpretive
experience. It provides a framework for understanding how literary language differs from everyday
language by drawing attention to itself and encouraging deeper analysis.



Types of Foregrounding

Foregrounding meaning in literature can be categorized into several types based on the nature of the
deviation or emphasis used by the author. These types highlight the various ways in which a text can
be made striking or prominent.

Primary and Secondary Foregrounding

Primary foregrounding involves direct deviation from linguistic norms, such as unusual syntax,
unexpected word combinations, or innovative metaphors. This type of foregrounding captures
immediate attention because it contrasts with standard language rules.

Secondary foregrounding, on the other hand, arises from the repetition or parallelism of certain
linguistic features, creating a pattern that stands out due to its frequency or structural role. While less
overt than primary foregrounding, secondary foregrounding still emphasizes textual elements by
making them more prominent through recurrence.

Phonological, Graphological, and Semantic Foregrounding

Foregrounding can also manifest through various linguistic levels:

Phonological foregrounding emphasizes sound patterns such as rhyme, alliteration, or
assonance, enhancing the musicality and memorability of the text.

Graphological foregrounding involves visual aspects of text, including typography, layout, or
unconventional spelling that draws visual attention.

Semantic foregrounding highlights meaning through unusual word choices, metaphors, or
thematic contrasts that provoke thought or emotional response.

Techniques and Examples of Foregrounding in Literary
Texts

Writers employ a range of techniques to achieve foregrounding meaning in literature, utilizing both
linguistic and stylistic strategies. These techniques serve to create emphasis and guide the reader’s
interpretive focus.



Use of Figurative Language

Metaphors, similes, personification, and other figures of speech are powerful tools for foregrounding.
By comparing disparate elements or attributing human qualities to inanimate objects, writers create
striking images that stand out and invite deeper reflection.

Sound Devices

Alliteration, rhyme, onomatopoeia, and rhythm contribute to phonological foregrounding. For
example, the repeated initial consonant sounds in “Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers” not
only enhance musicality but also foreground the text’s playful tone and structure.

Unconventional Syntax and Word Order

Deviations from standard sentence structure can foreground meaning by forcing readers to slow down
and reconsider the relationships between words. For instance, inverted sentences or fragmented
clauses disrupt normal reading patterns, making the text more memorable and impactful.

Repetition and Parallelism

Repeating words, phrases, or syntactic structures creates patterns that foreground certain ideas or
emotions. This technique is commonly used in poetry and rhetoric to reinforce key themes and
heighten emotional intensity.

Examples in Literature

William Blake’s “The Tyger”: The repeated questioning and vivid imagery foreground the
mystery and power of the titular creature.

James Joyce’s “Ulysses”: Complex syntax and stream-of-consciousness narrative foreground
the psychological depth and fragmentation of modern life.

Emily Dickinson’s poetry: Unconventional punctuation and capitalization foreground the
poet’s unique voice and thematic concerns.



Effects of Foregrounding on Readers

Foregrounding meaning in literature significantly influences how readers engage with and interpret
texts. By disrupting ordinary language patterns, foregrounding compels readers to pay closer
attention and enhances the aesthetic experience.

Heightened Awareness and Interpretation

When foregrounding occurs, it brings certain words or structures into sharper focus, encouraging
readers to analyze and interpret their significance. This heightened awareness can reveal multiple
layers of meaning and thematic complexity.

Emotional and Cognitive Impact

Foregrounded elements often evoke stronger emotional responses by making imagery or ideas more
vivid and memorable. They also stimulate cognitive activity by challenging readers to decipher
unusual language or unconventional narrative techniques.

Enhancement of Aesthetic Experience

The deliberate emphasis on stylistic features contributes to the overall beauty and artistry of a
literary work. Foregrounding can make a text more engaging, dynamic, and pleasurable to read, as it
showcases the creative potential of language.

Foregrounding in Different Literary Traditions

Foregrounding meaning in literature is a universal technique, though its forms and functions may vary
across cultural and historical contexts. Different literary traditions employ foregrounding to serve
distinct artistic and communicative purposes.

Western Literary Tradition

In Western literature, foregrounding is often associated with modernist and postmodernist
experimentation, where authors challenge conventional narrative forms and linguistic norms. Stylistic
deviation is used to explore subjective experience, identity, and the nature of reality.



Oral and Indigenous Traditions

In oral storytelling and indigenous literature, foregrounding frequently involves repetition, rhythmic
patterns, and formulaic expressions that aid memorization and emphasize cultural values. These
foregrounded features enhance communal participation and the transmission of knowledge.

Contemporary Global Literature

Foregrounding continues to evolve in contemporary literature worldwide, blending traditional
techniques with new media and multicultural influences. Writers use foregrounding to address social
issues, identity politics, and linguistic hybridity, making it a vital tool for innovative literary
expression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does foregrounding mean in literature?
Foregrounding in literature refers to the technique of making certain elements of a text stand out to
draw the reader's attention, often through stylistic deviations, unusual language, or emphasis on
particular themes or motifs.

How is foregrounding used to enhance meaning in literary
texts?
Foregrounding enhances meaning by highlighting specific words, phrases, or structures, creating
emphasis and deeper engagement, which can evoke emotions, reveal themes, or challenge readers'
expectations.

What are the common methods of foregrounding in literature?
Common methods include deviation from linguistic norms (such as unusual syntax or vocabulary),
repetition, parallelism, and the use of striking imagery or metaphor to make certain aspects of the
text more prominent.

Can foregrounding affect the interpretation of a literary work?
Yes, foregrounding guides the reader’s focus, influencing interpretation by emphasizing particular
ideas or emotions, thereby shaping the overall understanding and impact of the text.

What is the difference between foregrounding and
backgrounding in literature?
Foregrounding involves highlighting elements to attract attention, while backgrounding refers to



elements that are deliberately downplayed or made less prominent to support the foregrounded
parts.

How does foregrounding relate to the stylistic analysis of
literature?
Foregrounding is central to stylistic analysis as it identifies how language features are used to create
emphasis and meaning, helping analysts understand the artistic and communicative effects of a text.

Are there examples of foregrounding in poetry?
Yes, poetry often uses foregrounding through rhyme, meter, alliteration, or unusual word choices to
create emphasis, evoke emotions, and enhance the poem’s thematic depth.

How can understanding foregrounding improve literary
criticism?
Understanding foregrounding allows critics to recognize how authors manipulate language and
structure to convey meaning, making interpretations more nuanced and grounded in textual
evidence.

Additional Resources
1. Foregrounding: A Study in Meaning
This book explores the concept of foregrounding in literary texts, examining how certain linguistic
features are emphasized to create meaning. It discusses various stylistic devices such as deviation,
parallelism, and repetition, and their effects on readers' interpretation. The author provides numerous
examples from poetry and prose to illustrate how foregrounding contributes to a text's aesthetic and
semantic depth.

2. Stylistics and the Study of Literature: Foregrounding and Meaning
Focusing on the intersection of linguistics and literary studies, this book delves into how
foregrounding shapes meaning in literature. It offers a comprehensive overview of stylistic analysis
techniques and their application to foregrounded elements in texts. Readers will gain insights into
how foregrounding enhances thematic expression and emotional impact.

3. The Language of Literature: Foregrounding and Interpretation
This work investigates how foregrounding influences readers' interpretation by drawing attention to
specific linguistic patterns. It discusses the role of foregrounding in creating ambiguity, symbolism,
and multiple layers of meaning. The book also covers theoretical frameworks and case studies that
highlight foregrounding's importance in literary analysis.

4. Foregrounding in Literary Discourse: Theory and Practice
A detailed examination of foregrounding as a critical tool in literary discourse, this book bridges
theory and practical analysis. It outlines key concepts and methods for identifying foregrounded
elements and analyzing their contribution to meaning. The text includes diverse literary genres and
cultural contexts, enhancing its relevance for students and scholars.



5. Meaning and Foregrounding in Poetry
This book focuses specifically on the role of foregrounding in poetic texts, emphasizing how poets use
stylistic devices to foreground meaning. It discusses phonological, syntactic, and semantic features
that create foregrounding and how these features affect the reader's experience. The author includes
analyses of classic and contemporary poems to demonstrate foregrounding's dynamic function.

6. Foregrounding and Literary Meaning: An Interdisciplinary Approach
Combining insights from linguistics, cognitive science, and literary theory, this book offers an
interdisciplinary perspective on foregrounding. It investigates how foregrounding influences meaning
construction and reader engagement from multiple angles. The work also explores the cognitive
processes behind recognizing and interpreting foregrounded language.

7. Foregrounding and the Aesthetic Experience
This text examines the connection between foregrounding and the aesthetic experience of literature.
It argues that foregrounding is central to how readers perceive and appreciate literary art, enhancing
emotional and intellectual responses. The book includes philosophical discussions and empirical
studies that support its claims.

8. Analyzing Foregrounding: Techniques and Applications
Designed as a practical guide, this book provides detailed techniques for analyzing foregrounding in
literary texts. It covers various analytical tools and models, helping readers to systematically identify
and interpret foregrounded elements. Examples from different literary traditions illustrate the
application of these techniques.

9. Foregrounding, Context, and Meaning in Literature
This book explores the interplay between foregrounding, contextual factors, and meaning-making in
literature. It emphasizes how context influences the interpretation of foregrounded elements and vice
versa. Through case studies and theoretical discussions, the author highlights the dynamic
relationship between text and context in producing literary meaning.
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  foregrounding meaning in literature: The Language of Literature and its Meaning Ashima
Shrawan, 2019-04-23 There is a marked awareness about the language of literature and its meaning
both in Indian and Western aesthetic thinking. The aestheticians of both schools hold that the
language of literature embodies a significant aspect of human experience, and represents a creative
pattern of verbal structure to impart meaning effectively. Modern Western aesthetic thinking, which
includes theories like formalism, new criticism, stylistics, structuralism, post-structuralism,
deconstruction, discourse analysis, semiotics and dialogic criticism, in one way or another
emphasizes the study of the language of literature in order to understand its meaning. Similarly,
there is a distinct focus on the language of literature and its meaning in Indian literary theories
which include the theory of rasa (aesthetic experience), alaṁkāra (the poetic figure), rīti (diction),
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dhvani (suggestion), vakrokti (oblique expression) and aucitya (propriety). This book explores how
the language of literature and its meaning have been dealt with in both Indian and Western
aesthetic thinking. In doing so, the study concentrates on Kuntaka’s theory of vakrokti and
Ānandavardhana’s theory of dhvani in Indian aesthetic thinking and Russian formalism and
deconstruction in Western thinking. The book categorically focuses on the intersection between the
theory of vakrokti and Russian formalism and the meeting-point between the theory of dhvani and
deconstruction.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: A Review of the Art of Translation Mansoureh Bidaki,
2023-07-25 This book is a review of the couplets of Baba Tahir, a famous poet of ancient Iran, as
translated by Edward Heron Allen in 1901. Allen did so without access to the authentic phonetic
tables of the poet’s age, which is admirable in its own right; because some dialect words are specific
to the speakers of the same geographical region, based on the phonetics associated with them, and
despite the written or phonetic similarity with the dialect words of other regions, they have different
meanings. Background about the challenges of poetry translation is given in the introduction, and
then, the poet’s life, character and couplets are described in detail based on native and non-native
sources. A selection of literal translations of dialect words based on the theories of Venuti (1965)
and Baker (1992), and the implied meanings of the couplets, are also reviewed. This book is useful
for English students who interested in poetry, and other students who study the translation of
literary texts.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: The Psychology and Sociology of Literature Dick H.
Schram, Gerard Steen, 2001-01-01 The Psychology and Sociology of Literature is a collection of 25
chapters on literature by some of the leading psychologists, sociologists, and literary scholars in the
field of the empirical study of literature. Contributors include Ziva Ben-Porat, Gerry Cupchik, Art
Graesser, Rachel Giora, Norbert Groeben, Colin Martindale, David Miall, Willie van Peer, Kees van
Rees, Siegfried Schmidt, Hugo Verdaasdonk, and Rolf Zwaan. Topics include literature and the
reading process; the role of poetic language, metaphor, and irony; cathartic and Freudian effects;
literature and creativity; the career of the literary author; literature and culture; literature and
multicultural society, literature and the mass media; literature and the internet; and literature and
history. An introduction by the editors situates the empirical study of literature within an academic
context.The chapters are all invited and refereed contributions, collected to honor the scholarship
and retirement of professor Elrud Ibsch, of the Free University of Amsterdam. Together they
represent the state of the art in the empirical study of literature, a movement in literary studies
which aims to produce reliable and valid scientific knowledge about literature as a means of verbal
communication in its cultural context. Elrud Ibsch was one of the pioneers in Europe to promote this
approach to literature some 25 years ago, and this volume takes stock of what has happened
since.The Psychology and Sociology of Literature presents an invaluable overview of the results,
promises, gaps, and needs of the empirical study of literature. It addresses social scientists as well
as scholars in the humanities who are interested in literature as discourse.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: Literature, Metaphor and the Foreign Language
Learner Jonathan Picken, 2007-10-23 Theory in reader-response and stylistics traditions supports L2
work with literature as it is valued by students and helps develop communicative and critical
language skills. The author uses insights from empirical research to evaluate current teaching
practices against this background, highlighting readers' responses to metaphor as a test case.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: Handbook of Empirical Literary Studies Donald
Kuiken, Arthur M. Jacobs, 2021-09-20 This handbook reviews efforts to increase the use of empirical
methods in studies of the aesthetic and social effects of literary reading. The reviewed research is
expansive, including extension of familiar theoretical models to novel domains (e.g., educational
settings); enlarging empirical efforts within under-represented research areas (e.g., child
development); and broadening the range of applicable quantitative and qualitative methods (e.g.,
computational stylistics; phenomenological methods). Especially challenging is articulation of the
subtle aesthetic and social effects of literary artefacts (e.g., poetry, film). Increasingly, the



complexity of these effects is addressed in multi-variate studies, including confirmatory factor
analysis and structural equation modeling. While each chapter touches upon the historical
background of a specific research topic, two chapters address the area’s historical background and
guiding philosophical assumptions. Taken together, the material in this volume provides a
systematic introduction to the area for early career professionals, while challenging active
researchers to develop theoretical frameworks and empirical procedures that match the complexity
of their research objectives.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: Literature in Language Education Geoff Hall,
2015-07-06 A state of the art critical review of research into literature in language education, of
interest to teachers of English and modern foreign languages. Includes prompts and principles for
those who wish to improve their own practice or to engage in projects or research in this area.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: Cognitive Grammar in Literature Chloe Harrison,
Louise Nuttall, Peter Stockwell, Wenjuan Yuan, 2014-04-15 This is the first book to present an
account of literary meaning and effects drawing on our best understanding of mind and language in
the form of a Cognitive Grammar. The contributors provide exemplary analyses of a range of
literature from science fiction, dystopia, absurdism and graphic novels to the poetry of Wordsworth,
Hopkins, Sassoon, Balassi, and Dylan Thomas, as well as Shakespeare, Chaucer, Barrett Browning,
Whitman, Owen and others. The application of Cognitive Grammar allows the discussion of meaning,
translation, ambience, action, reflection, multimodality, empathy, experience and literariness itself
to be conducted in newly valid ways. With a Foreword by the creator of Cognitive Grammar, Ronald
Langacker, and an Afterword by the cognitive scientist Todd Oakley, the book represents the latest
advance in literary linguistics, cognitive poetics and literary critical practice.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: Styles of Meaning and Meanings of Style in
Richardson's Clarissa Gordon D. Fulton, 1999 Gordon Fulton provides a fascinating new study of
styles in Samuel Richardson's masterpiece, Clarissa, connecting the style the characters deploy in
their speech and letters with their positions in society. Fulton argues that the novel is a critical
examination of the relationship between language and power and an expression of Richardson's own
understanding of social interaction as a struggle for personal pre-eminence and sexual dominance.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: The Literary-Linguistic Analysis of the Bible ,
2024-09-16 This collection of essays explores the rich intellectual heritage of Russian Formalism and
the Prague School of Linguistics to illuminate their influence on the field of biblical studies and
apply their constructive and creative potential for advancing linguistic theory, discourse analysis,
and literary interpretation of the texts of the Old and New Testaments in their original languages
  foregrounding meaning in literature: The Routledge Handbook of Stylistics Michael
Burke, 2023-05-29 This second edition of The Routledge Handbook of Stylistics provides a
comprehensive introduction and reference point to key areas in the field of stylistics. The four
sections of the volume encompass a wide range of approaches from classical rhetoric to cognitive
neuroscience. Issues that are covered include: historical perspectives, centring on rhetoric,
formalism and functionalism. the elements of stylistic analysis, including foregrounding, relevance
theory, conversation analysis, narrative, metaphor, speech and thought presentation and point of
view. current areas of influential research such as cognitive poetics, corpus stylistics, critical
stylistics, multimodality, creative writing and reader response. four newly commissioned chapters in
the emerging fields of cognitive grammar, forensic linguistics, the stylistics of children’s literature
and a corpus stylistic study of mental health issues. All of these new chapters are written by leading
researchers in their respective fields. Each of the 33 chapters in this volume is written by a
specialist. Each chapter provides an introduction to the subject, an overview of its history, an
instructive example of how to conduct a stylistic analysis, a section with recommendations for
practice and a discussion of possible future developments in the area for readers to follow up on.
The Routledge Handbook of Stylistics, second edition is essential reading for researchers,
postgraduates and undergraduate students working in this area.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: The Routledge Companion to Literature and Cognitive



Studies Jan Alber, Ralf Schneider, 2025-07-31 The Routledge Companion to Literature and Cognitive
Studies offers a comprehensive survey of cognitive approaches to literature, introducing the
influential theoretical tools and latest developments in this vigorously multi-disciplinary field, with
leading scholars illuminating the cognitive, affective, and bodily dimensions of literary reading.
Comprised three main sections, this Companion oversees the history of the field, core issues and
topics, and the vital new debates of cognitive theory. This volume introduces readers to the many
new tools and methodologies in the field, including: the context of the first generation of cognitive
literary studies mental representations and information-processing paradigms critical debates and
developments, including cognitive cultural studies, 4E cognition and literature, as well as empirical
investigations of cognitive processes approaches to a variety of literary genres and media This
comprehensive Companion provides an important reference work for upper-level students and
researchers delving into the interdisciplinary approaches to literature and cognitive studies.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: Translation and Stylistic Variation Helen Gibson,
2023-09-01 Translation and Stylistic Variation: Dialect and Heteroglossia in Northern Irish Poetic
Translation considers the ways in which translators use stylistic variation, analysing the works of
three Northern Irish poet-translators to look at how, in this variety, the translation process becomes
a creative act by which translators can explore their own linguistic and cultural heritage. The
volume offers a holistic portrait of the use of linguistic variety – dialect and heteroglossia – in the
literary translations of Seamus Heaney, Ciaran Carson, and Tom Paulin, shedding light on the
translators’ choices but also readers’ experiences of them. Drawing on work from cognitive
stylistics, Gibson reflects on how and why translators choose to add linguistic variety and how these
choices can often be traced back to their socio-cultural context. The book not only extends existing
scholarship on Irish-English literary translation to examine issues unique to Northern Ireland but
also raises broader questions about translation in locations where language choice is fraught and
political. The volume makes the case for giving increased consideration to the role of the individual
translator, both for insights into personal choices and a more nuanced understanding of
contemporary literary translation practices, in Ireland and beyond. This book will be of interest to
scholars working in translation studies, literary studies and Irish studies. For a video recording of
the book's BCLT launch, visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=857wTF8crUM
  foregrounding meaning in literature: Language in Literature Geoffrey Leech, 2014-07-15
Over a period of over forty years, Geoffrey Leech has made notable contributions to the field of
literary stylistics, using the interplay between linguistic form and literary function as a key to the
mystery of how a text comes to be invested with artistic potential. In this book, seven earlier papers
and articles, read previously only by a restricted audience, have been brought together with four
new chapters, the whole volume showing a continuity of approach across a period when all too often
literary and linguistic studies have appeared to drift further apart. Leech sets the concept of
foregrounding (also known as defamiliarization) at the heart of the interplay between form and
interpretation. Through practical and insightful examination of how poems, plays and prose works
produce special meaning, he counteracts the flight from the text that has characterized thinking
about language and literature in the last thirty years, when the response of the reader, rather than
the characteristics and meaning potential of the text itself, have been given undue prominence. The
book provides an enlightening analysis of well-known (as well as less well-known) texts of great
writers of the past, including Keats, Shelley, Samuel Johnson, Shaw, Dylan Thomas, and Virginia
Woolf.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: The Routledge Dictionary of Literary Terms Peter
Childs, Roger Fowler, 2006 Covering both established terminology as well as the specialist
vocabulary of modern theoretical schools, this is an indispensable guide to the principal terms and
concepts encountered in debates over literary studies in the twenty-first century.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: STYLISTICS OF POETRY Dr. D. GNANASEKARAN,
2018-02-28 Stylistics is a branch of Applied Linguistics and deals with the various levels of language
– graphological/phonological, lexical, syntactic, and semantic/discourse. In this book, each level is



lucidly explained with relevant theoretical concepts, and they are practically applied to two poems
as model-exercises. With the evidences explicitly available and insinuations implicitly conveyed in
the text, each poem is insightfully examined through a linguistics lens to explore the stylistic
nuances embedded in it. It can be exciting and interesting to anyone interested in the English
language and poetic style in addition to students of literature.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: Oral Poetics and Cognitive Science Mihailo Antovic,
Cristóbal Pagán Cánovas, 2016-08-22 What can oral poetic traditions teach us about language and
the human mind? Oral Poetics has produced insights relevant not only for the study of traditional
poetry, but also for our general understanding of language and cognition: formulaic style as a
product of rehearsed improvisation, the thematic structuring of traditional narratives, or the poetic
use of features from everyday speech, among many others. The cognitive sciences have developed
frameworks that are crucial for research on oral poetics, such as construction grammar or
conversation analysis. The key for connecting the two disciplines is their common focus on usage
and performance. This collection of papers explores how some of the latest research on language
and cognition can contribute to advances in oral studies. At the same time, it shows how research on
verbal art in its natural, oral medium can lead to new insights in semantics, pragmatics, or
multimodal communication. The ultimate goal is to pave the way towards a Cognitive Oral Poetics, a
new interdisciplinary field for the study or oral poetry as a window to the mind.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: Key Concepts in Literary Theory Julian Wolfreys,
2013-12-11 Key Concepts in Literary Theory presents the student of literary and critical studies with
a broad range of accessible, precise and authoritative definitions of the most significant terms and
concepts currently used in psychoanalytic, poststructuralist, Marxist, feminist, and postcolonial
literary studies. The volume also provides clear and useful discussions of the main areas of literary,
critical and cultural theory, supported by bibliographies and an expanded chronology of major
thinkers. Accompanying the chronology are short biographies of major works by each critic or
theorist.The third edition of this reliable reference work is both revised and expanded, including:*
more than 100 additional terms and concepts defined.* newly defined terms include keywords from
the social sciences, cultural studies and psychoanalysis and the addition of a broader selection of
classical rhetorical terms.* an expanded chronology, with additional entries and a broader historical
and cultural range.* expanded bibliographies including key texts by major critics.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: Procedural Meaning: Problems and Perspectives
Victoria Escandell-Vidal, Manuel Leonetti, Aoife Ahern, 2011-07-25 Although the notion of
procedural meaning is found in areas such as discourse markers, reference, tense, modality and
intonation, until now there has been no single volume entirely devoted to it. Over 25 years, since the
initial proposal by Blakemore, a number of refinements have been suggested, yet some criticisms
have also been raised. The role and status of the conceptual / procedural distinction within a theory
of human communication and the nature of procedural encoding were in need of reassessment in the
light of current research in linguistic theory, cognitive science, experimental pragmatics and
language acquisition. The papers collected here serve this general purpose from different
standpoints. Some of them consider the topic from the angle of its theoretical foundations and put
forth original proposals aimed at clarifying the most controversial issues. Others take a more
data-driven orientation and offer novel analyses illustrating how encoded instructions work and how
much can be gained from approaching certain linguistic phenomena in procedural terms. The
contributions in this volume represent an inflection point in the delimitation and understanding of
the notion of procedural meaning and open new paths for future research.
  foregrounding meaning in literature: Lessons in Language, Literature, and Composition
Henry Pendexter Emerson, Ida Catherine Bender, 1908
  foregrounding meaning in literature: Pragmatics of Fiction Miriam A. Locher, Andreas H.
Jucker, 2017-04-10 Pragmatics of Fiction provides systematic orientation in the emerging field of
studying pragmatics with/in fictional data. It provides an authoritative and accessible overview of
this versatile new field in its methodological and theoretical richness. Giving center stage to fictional



language allows scholars to review key concepts in sociolinguistics such as genre, style, voice,
stance, dialogue, participation structure or features of orality and literariness. The contributors
explore language as one of the creative tools to craft story worlds and characters by drawing on
concepts such as regional, social and ethnic language variation, as well as multilingualism. Themes
such as emotion, taboo language or impoliteness in fiction receive attention just as the challenges of
translation and dubbing, the creation of past and future languages, the impact of fictional language
on language change or the fuzzy boundaries of narratives. Each contribution, written by a leading
specialist, gives a succinct, representative and up-to-date overview of research questions, theories,
methods and recent developments in the field.
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