
forensic psychology vs criminal
psychology
forensic psychology vs criminal psychology are two closely related fields within the
broader domain of psychology and criminal justice, yet they possess distinct focuses,
methodologies, and applications. Both disciplines play crucial roles in understanding
criminal behavior, aiding law enforcement, and contributing to the legal system. This
article provides an in-depth comparison of forensic psychology and criminal psychology,
highlighting their definitions, primary functions, career paths, and educational
requirements. Additionally, it explores how each specialty interacts with the judicial
system and contributes to crime prevention and investigation. By examining the nuances
and overlaps between forensic psychology and criminal psychology, readers will gain a
clearer understanding of these professions and their significance in the realm of crime and
justice.
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Definitions and Core Differences

What is Forensic Psychology?
Forensic psychology is a specialized branch of psychology that applies psychological
principles and techniques to legal issues and the criminal justice system. It involves the
assessment, evaluation, and treatment of individuals involved in legal proceedings,
including suspects, victims, and witnesses. Forensic psychologists often work closely with
courts, attorneys, and law enforcement agencies to provide expert testimony, conduct
psychological evaluations, and assist in decision-making processes related to competence,
insanity defenses, and risk assessments.



What is Criminal Psychology?
Criminal psychology focuses specifically on understanding the psychological motivations,
behaviors, and patterns of criminals. This field emphasizes the study of offenders' minds to
predict, profile, and prevent criminal activities. Criminal psychologists analyze the mental
state, personality traits, and behavioral tendencies of individuals who commit crimes,
aiming to uncover the root causes of criminal behavior and contribute to more effective
crime-solving strategies.

Key Differences Between Forensic Psychology and
Criminal Psychology
While forensic psychology encompasses a broader scope involving legal matters and
psychological assessment within the judicial system, criminal psychology concentrates
primarily on the criminal mind and behavior. Forensic psychology may involve working
with a wide range of legal cases beyond criminal acts, including family law and civil
disputes, whereas criminal psychology is typically focused on criminal offenders and
investigative processes.

Roles and Responsibilities

Forensic Psychologist’s Duties
Forensic psychologists perform various tasks such as conducting psychological evaluations
of defendants, assessing competency to stand trial, providing expert witness testimony,
and designing treatment plans for offenders. They often evaluate the mental health status
of individuals involved in legal cases and offer recommendations to judges and attorneys
based on their findings.

Criminal Psychologist’s Duties
Criminal psychologists are involved in profiling suspects, analyzing crime scenes, and
understanding the psychological factors that contribute to criminal conduct. Their work
supports law enforcement agencies in identifying patterns, motives, and potential threats
by studying the behavior and psychological makeup of criminals. Profiling serial offenders
and assisting in creating offender profiles are common responsibilities.

Overlap and Collaboration
Both forensic and criminal psychologists may collaborate during criminal investigations,
sharing insights that help solve cases and facilitate justice. However, forensic
psychologists are more involved in the legal and clinical side, whereas criminal
psychologists focus on behavioral analysis and offender profiling.



Educational and Training Requirements

Forensic Psychology Education
To become a forensic psychologist, individuals typically need a doctoral degree (PhD or
PsyD) in psychology with specialized training or certification in forensic psychology.
Coursework often includes legal studies, psychological assessment, clinical training, and
research methods relevant to the legal system. Licensure and supervised clinical
experience are also essential for practice.

Criminal Psychology Education
Criminal psychologists usually hold degrees in psychology, criminology, or criminal
justice, often at the master’s or doctoral level. Their education emphasizes criminal
behavior, investigative psychology, and criminological theories. Additional training in law
enforcement techniques and psychological profiling is common to prepare for work in
investigative units or research institutions.

Certifications and Continuing Education
Both professions benefit from certifications offered by professional organizations, such as
the American Board of Forensic Psychology. Continuing education ensures practitioners
stay updated on legal standards, psychological advances, and investigative methodologies.

Applications in the Criminal Justice System

Forensic Psychology in Legal Proceedings
Forensic psychologists contribute to the criminal justice system by performing
psychological assessments for courts, determining defendants' competency, and providing
testimony during trials. Their evaluations can influence sentencing decisions, parole
hearings, and treatment recommendations, bridging the gap between psychology and law.

Criminal Psychology in Crime Investigation
Criminal psychologists assist law enforcement by developing criminal profiles, analyzing
offender behavior, and advising on interrogation techniques. Their insights are vital in
understanding offender motivations, which can lead to the apprehension of suspects and
the prevention of future crimes.



Examples of Practical Applications

Assessing risk of recidivism for convicted criminals

Profiling serial killers or other violent offenders

Evaluating eyewitness testimony reliability

Consulting on jury selection strategies

Designing rehabilitation programs for offenders

Career Opportunities and Work Settings

Work Environments for Forensic Psychologists
Forensic psychologists commonly work in settings such as courts, correctional facilities,
mental health clinics, law enforcement agencies, and academic institutions. Their roles
often involve direct interaction with clients, legal professionals, and law enforcement
officials.

Work Environments for Criminal Psychologists
Criminal psychologists are frequently employed by police departments, federal agencies,
private investigation firms, research centers, and universities. Their work is often
research-oriented or investigative, supporting criminal profiling and behavioral analysis.

Job Outlook and Opportunities
The demand for both forensic and criminal psychologists is expected to grow, driven by
increased recognition of the importance of psychological expertise in criminal justice.
Opportunities exist in public sector agencies, private practice, and academic research,
with competitive salaries reflecting the specialized skills involved.

Key Skills and Competencies

Essential Skills for Forensic Psychologists
Forensic psychologists must possess strong analytical abilities, excellent communication



skills for courtroom testimony, and a thorough understanding of legal processes. Empathy,
ethical judgment, and clinical expertise are also critical to effectively assess and treat
individuals involved in the legal system.

Essential Skills for Criminal Psychologists
Criminal psychologists require keen observational skills, proficiency in behavioral
analysis, and the ability to interpret complex psychological data. Critical thinking and
problem-solving abilities are fundamental to developing accurate offender profiles and
contributing to investigative efforts.

Common Competencies Across Both Fields

Knowledge of psychological theories and criminal behavior1.

Ability to work under pressure and handle sensitive information2.

Strong research and data analysis skills3.

Effective collaboration with legal and law enforcement professionals4.

Ethical integrity and commitment to confidentiality5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary difference between forensic
psychology and criminal psychology?
Forensic psychology focuses on the application of psychological principles within the legal
and criminal justice system, including assessments and expert testimony, while criminal
psychology specifically studies the behaviors, motives, and thought processes of criminals.

Do forensic psychologists and criminal psychologists
perform the same roles?
Not exactly. Forensic psychologists often work with courts and legal professionals,
conducting psychological evaluations and providing expert testimony. Criminal
psychologists primarily analyze criminal behavior patterns to understand and predict
offenders' actions.



Which career path typically requires interaction with
the legal system: forensic psychology or criminal
psychology?
Forensic psychology typically involves more direct interaction with the legal system,
including working with law enforcement, attorneys, and courts, whereas criminal
psychology focuses more on research and profiling.

Can a criminal psychologist also be a forensic
psychologist?
Yes, there is overlap between the two fields. A criminal psychologist can work in forensic
settings, and many forensic psychologists study criminal behavior, making the roles
complementary but distinct.

Which field is more focused on understanding the mind
of the offender: forensic psychology or criminal
psychology?
Criminal psychology is more focused on understanding the mind, motives, and behavior of
offenders, while forensic psychology applies psychological knowledge to broader legal
issues beyond just offender profiling.

Additional Resources
1. Forensic Psychology: Crime, Justice, Law, Interventions
This book offers a comprehensive overview of forensic psychology, exploring its role
within the criminal justice system. It delves into how psychological principles aid in
understanding criminal behavior, assessing offenders, and providing expert testimony. The
text also discusses intervention strategies and the ethical responsibilities of forensic
psychologists.

2. Criminal Psychology: Understanding the Criminal Mind
Focusing on the psychological motivations behind criminal behavior, this book examines
various types of crimes and the mental processes of offenders. It provides insights into
profiling techniques, patterns of criminality, and the influence of mental disorders on
criminal acts. The author bridges theory with real-world case studies for practical
understanding.

3. Forensic and Criminal Psychology: Psychological Perspectives on Crime and Justice
This title contrasts forensic psychology and criminal psychology by highlighting their
distinct applications within the justice system. It covers topics such as offender profiling,
eyewitness testimony, and risk assessment. The book also addresses the psychological
impact of crime on victims and society.

4. The Psychology of Criminal Conduct
An in-depth exploration of the factors that contribute to criminal behavior, this book



investigates biological, social, and psychological influences. It emphasizes theories of
criminal conduct and rehabilitation methods. The content is valuable for those interested
in both preventing crime and understanding the criminal mind.

5. Forensic Psychology in Criminal Investigation and Law Enforcement
This book focuses on the practical application of forensic psychology in solving crimes and
aiding law enforcement agencies. It discusses interrogation techniques, criminal profiling,
and the assessment of suspects. The text also highlights the collaboration between
psychologists and police officers during investigations.

6. Criminal Profiling: An Introduction to Behavioral Evidence Analysis
Providing a detailed look at criminal profiling, this book explains how behavioral evidence
is analyzed to identify offenders. It covers psychological theories relevant to profiling and
the role of profiling in forensic investigations. Readers gain an understanding of the
strengths and limitations of this approach.

7. Forensic Psychology and Criminal Behaviour
This book bridges the gap between forensic psychology and criminal behavior studies,
examining how psychological insights contribute to legal processes. It includes discussions
on mental health assessments, competence evaluations, and the treatment of offenders.
The author integrates empirical research with practical applications.

8. Introduction to Forensic and Criminal Psychology
A beginner-friendly text that outlines the foundational concepts of both forensic and
criminal psychology. The book explains how these disciplines interact with the legal
system and explores topics like jury decision-making, criminal responsibility, and
rehabilitation. It serves as a solid starting point for students and professionals.

9. The Mind of a Criminal: Psychological Insights into Crime
This book delves into the cognitive and emotional aspects of criminal behavior, offering
psychological explanations for why individuals commit crimes. It examines personality
disorders, environmental factors, and developmental issues influencing offenders. The
narrative is enriched with case examples and contemporary research findings.
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and Criminal Behavior Curt R. Bartol, Anne M. Bartol, 2014-11-04 Featuring thirty articles by
experts in the field, this dynamic reader in forensic psychology and criminology emphasizes the ways
that forensic psychologists and other clinicians apply psychological knowledge, concepts, and
principles on a day-to-day basis. Current Perspectives in Forensic Psychology and Criminal Behavior
represents cutting-edge research and theory to demonstrate the ways that psychology has
contributed to the understanding of criminal behavior and policies of the criminal and civil justice
systems. The Fourth Edition addresses key topics in each of five major subareas--police and public
safety psychology, legal psychology, the psychology of crime and delinquency, victimology and
victim services, and correctional psychology. An introductory section includes two articles focused
on graduate education in forensic psychology. Each section is introduced with a commentary by the
editors.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: CRIMINAL PSYCHOLOGY Laurence Miller,
2012-01-01 Criminal psychology is the application of the principles of normal and abnormal
psychology to the understanding, prediction, and control of criminal behavior. Criminal Psychology:
Nature, Nurture, Culture provides an in-depth yet readable introduction to the foundations of
criminal psychology as it is understood and practiced from the classroom to the courtroom. The book
is organized into five sections. Part I examines the nature and origins of criminal behavior. These
chapters outline the role of psychology in the criminal justice system, and review the biology,
psychology, and sociology of crime to develop a naturalistic model of criminal behavior that can
guide theory and practice in law enforcement, criminal justice, and forensic evaluation. Part II
examines the major classes of mental disorder that may be associated with criminal behavior,
including psychotic disorders, mood disorders, organic brain syndromes, substance abuse, and
personality disorders. Each chapter consists of a description of the syndrome, followed by
applications to law enforcement, criminal justice, and forensic mental health issues of competency,
sanity, and criminal culpability. Part III deals with death. Topics include homicide, serial murder,
mass homicide, workplace and school violence, and terrorism. Part IV covers sexual offenses and
crimes within the family, including rape and sexual assault, sex crimes against children, child
battery, domestic violence, and family homicide. Part V discusses the psychological dynamics of a
variety of common crimes, such as stalking and harassment, theft and robbery, gang violence,
organized crime, arson, hate crimes, victimology, the psychology of corrections, and the death
penalty. Each chapter contains explanatory tables and sidebars that illustrate the chapter’s main
topic with examples from real-life cases and the media, and explore controversies surrounding
particular issues in criminal psychology, such as criminal profiling, sexual predator laws, dealing
with children who kill, psychotherapy with incarcerated offenders, and the use of “designer
defenses” in court. Grounded in thorough scholarship and written in a crisp, engaging style, this
volume is the definitive handbook and reference source for forensic psychologists, mental health
practitioners, attorneys, judges, law enforcement professionals, and military personnel. It will also
serve as an authoritative core text for courses in forensic psychology, criminology, and criminal
justice practice.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Introduction to Forensic Psychology Curt R.
Bartol, Anne M. Bartol, 2025-01-09 Written by authors with extensive experience in both the field
and classroom, Introduction to Forensic Psychology: Research and Application, Seventh Edition
equips students with the skills to analyze psychological knowledge and research findings, applying
them effectively to both civil and criminal justice systems. The text is structured to cover five vital
areas: law enforcement and investigative psychology, legal psychology, criminal psychology,
victimology and victim services, and correctional psychology, while also addressing emerging
technologies such as facial recognition and artificial intelligence. Moreover, it emphasizes an
essential multicultural perspective, underscoring the need for sensitivity to ethnic, gender, cultural,
and racial dynamics, preparing students to navigate the diverse challenges they will encounter in
their professional careers.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Forensic Psychology and Law Ronald Roesch,



Patricia A. Zapf, Stephen D. Hart, 2009-12-21 Praise for Forensic Psychology and Law In Forensic
Psychology and Law, three internationally known experts provide exceptional coverage of a wide
array of topics that address both the clinical applications of forensic psychology and the role of
psychological science in understanding and evaluating legal assumptions and processes. —Norman
Poythress, PhD, Research Director and Professor, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute,
Dept. of Mental Health Law and Policy Forensic Psychology and Law is a major contribution to the
teaching of law and psychology. Roesch, Zapf, and Hart offer a timely, comprehensive, and succinct
overview of the field that will offer widespread appeal to those interested in this vibrant and growing
area. Outstanding. —Kirk Heilbrun, PhD, Professor and Head, Department of Psychology, Drexel
University In this volume, three noted experts have managed to capture the basic elements of
forensic psychology. It is clearly written, well organized, and provides real world examples to hold
the interest of any reader. While clarifying complex issues, the authors also present a very balanced
discussion of a number of the most hotly debated topics. —Mary Alice Conroy, PhD, ABPP,
Psychological Services Center, Sam Houston State University A Comprehensive, Up-to-Date
Discussion of the Interface Between Forensic Psychology and Law Forensic Psychology and Law
covers the latest theory, research, and practice in the field and provides thought-provoking
discussion of topics with chapters on: Forensic assessment in criminal and civil domains Eyewitness
identification Police investigations, interrogations, and confessions Correctional psychology
Psychology, law, and public policy Ethics and professional issues
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Introduction to Forensic Psychology Bruce
A. Arrigo, Stacey L. Shipley, 2005 Suitable for course adoption in a variety of undergraduate and
graduate curricula, instructors will find this book most useful as primary source reading in classes
exploring psychology and the legal system, criminal behavior, psychology, public policy, and the law:
the criminal offender, topics in criminal justice and psychology, and introduction to forensic
psychology. Complete in its coverage and concise in its analysis, this book is a must read for anyone
wishing to learn about the fascinating and complex world of law, psychology, and crime.--BOOK
JACKET.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Criminal Psychology & Personality Profiling
Joan Esherick, 2014-09-02 Television programs and feature films present criminal psychology and
profiling as a blend of psychic visions, supernatural intuition, and evidence analysis. The reality,
however, is quite different. Using true-crime case studies from history and the present, examples
from current and former FBI profilers, and informative sidebars, Criminal Psychology & Personality
Profiling explores the many roles and responsibilities criminal psychologists and profilers fill as they
support other professionals in addressing crime and its consequences. From crime-scene analysis to
offering expert testimony in court, these behavioral scientists offer an understanding of crime, the
criminal mind, and those affected by crime.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Forensic and Criminal Psychology Dennis
Howitt, 2002 An examination of forensic and criminal psychology that examines psychological
research and theory and its practical relevance to understanding events in courts of law and the
psychological processes involved in the judicial system. It includes case studies, boxed sections on
key studies and researchers. The text covers both forensic and criminal psychology in the same
volume with the emphasis on areas of debate and controversy to promote reader interaction. It
provides comprehensive details of the conceptual background to the field and includes international
examples of forensic practices while drawing upon a wide variety of psychology specialisms.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Forensic Psychology: The Basics Sandie
Taylor, 2015-06-05 This text provides an engaging overview to the core topics within Forensic
Psychology, guiding the reader through this exciting and popular discipline. Combining a discussion
of theory with information about the role of a professional forensic psychologist, it addresses such
key issues as: Police Psychology Psychology of crime and delinquency Victimology and victim
services Legal Psychology Correctional Psychology With a glossary of key terms, case studies and
suggestions for further reading, this is an informative study guide for anyone approaching the



academic study of Forensic Psychology for the first time.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Forensic Psychology For Dummies David V.
Canter, 2012-04-03 A fascinating guide on the psychology of crime Thinking of a career that
indulges your CSI fantasies? Want to understand the psychology of crime? Whether studying it for
the first time or an interested spectator, Forensic Psychology For Dummies gives you all the
essentials for understanding this exciting field, complemented with fascinating case examples from
around the world. Inside you'll find out why people commit crime, how psychology helps in the
investigative process, the ways psychologists work with criminals behind bars - and how you too can
become a forensic psychologist. You'll discover what a typical day is like for a forensic psychologist,
how they work with the police to build offender profiles, interview suspects or witnesses, and detect
lies! Covers the important role psychology plays in assessing offenders Explains how psychology is
applied in the courtroom Explains complicated psychology concepts in easy-to-understand terms If
you're a student considering taking forensic psychology or just love to learn about the science
behind crime, Forensic Psychology For Dummies is everything you need to get up-to-speed on this
fascinating subject.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Forensic Psychology David A. Crighton,
Graham J. Towl, 2021-05-07 FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY Explore the theory, research, and practice of
forensic psychology with this collection of resources from recognized leaders in the field The newly
revised Third Edition of Forensic Psychology delivers insightful coverage of the theory and
applications of forensic psychology. The book combines authoritative scholarship with an
unprecedented breadth of international coverage and constitutes an essential resource for all
aspects of contemporary forensic and criminal psychology. The new edition addresses issues of
equality, diversity, and inclusion in each section, as well as the uses and abuses of power in forensic
contexts. The book takes a constructively critical approach to the dominant theories, policy, and
practices of today, as opposed to being merely descriptive, and considers new and developing areas,
like the prevention of sexual violence at universities. Forensic Psychology comprehensively
addresses the application of modern forensic techniques and practices to the civil and criminal
justice systems in the United Kingdom. Each chapter concludes with some specific suggestions for
further reading. Additionally, readers will enjoy the inclusion of a wide variety of topics, like: A
thorough discussion of investigative and clinical practice, including the politics of forensic
psychology, offender profiling, eyewitness testimony, and jury decision making An examination of
clinical and risk assessments, including reviews of the key legal issues and principles involved in risk
assessments, the role of structured instruments and protocols, and coverage of actuarial and
structured clinical methods Discussions of working with criminalized populations in prisons and
forensic mental health facilities A treatment of psychology in the courts with an emphasis on the
courts of England and Wales Perfect for graduate level students in forensic psychology courses,
Forensic Psychology will also earn a place in the libraries of qualified forensic psychologist
practitioners and postgraduate students seeking to improve their understanding of forensic
psychology with a high-quality international textbook underpinned by considerations of human
rights and ethical standards.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Introduction to Forensic Psychology Lenore E.
Walker, David Shapiro, Stephanie Akl, 2020-06-11 This book provides a broad overview of the
history and practice of forensic psychology, illustrating the principles of how psychological
knowledge can inform judges and juries in the U.S. legal system with reference to several high
publicity cases. The second edition contains new case law and discusses its implications in the major
areas of forensics, examining new developments in juvenile justice, malpractice complaints, and
reproductive rights, among other topics. The authors address specific aspects of forensic psychology
within seven distinct sections: What is Forensic Psychology? Understanding the Criminal Mind Can
Psychologists Measure Pain and Suffering? Family Law and Fitness to Parent Juvenile Justice Legal
Consultation Based on Social Psychology Practical Tips for Forensic Psychology Experts An essential
resource for current and aspiring forensic psychologists, the second edition of Introduction to



Forensic Psychology serves as a thorough introduction to a complex field, featuring updated cases
and related legal developments.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Psychology and Criminal Justice János Boros,
Iván Münnich, Márton Szegedi, 2011-06-24 No detailed description available for Psychology and
Criminal Justice.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: The Forensic Psychology of Criminal Minds
Katherine Ramsland, 2010-02-02 The bestselling author of The Forensic Science of C.S.I. examines
the real-life cases behind the hit television series Criminal Minds Week after week, the hit TV show
Criminal Minds gives viewers a look inside the psyches of the fictional serial killers tracked by the
BAU (Behavioral Analysis Unit). This elite team of FBI agents travels the country assisting law
enforcement officials by examining the crime scene, profiling the perpetrator, and aiding in arrest
and interrogation. In this book Katherine Ramsland reveals how reality differs from fiction and how
forensic psychologists actually use their knowledge of human behavior and motivations as
consultants in criminal investigations-as well as detailing the real cases that influenced some of
Criminal Minds's most memorable episodes.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Criminal Psychology Brent E. Turvey, Aurelio
Coronado Mares, 2022-07-04 Criminal Psychology takes the reader well beyond the true crime and
pop culture stereotypes that tend to dominate the literature and establishes a foundation for
professional literacy. This effort seeks to bridge the gap between the scientific study of criminal
behavior, forensic assessments, and the human mind. It explores and documents, in an applied
manner, the way that criminal minds work: how they are constructed, how they reason, and what
moves them to action or restraint. It's intended to serve students and professionals as a concise but
essential desk reference of professional concepts and protocols -- to help shed related myths that
dominate popular culture. -- From publisher's description.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Criminal Psychology and the Criminal Justice
System in India and Beyond Sanjeev P. Sahni, Poulomi Bhadra, 2021-10-01 This book provides a
focused and comprehensive overview of criminal psychology in different socio-economic and
psycho-sociological contexts. It informs readers on the role of psychology in the various aspects of
the criminal justice process, starting from the investigation of a crime to the rehabilitation or
reintegration of the offender. Current research in criminology and psychology has been discussed to
understand the minds of various offenders, how to interact with them during investigation and
conviction effectively and how to bring about positive changes in various stages of the criminal
justice process—investigation, prosecution, incarceration, rehabilitation—to increase the efficacy of
the correctional system and improve public confidence in the justice system. It thoroughly addresses
the bigger issues of holistically reducing the increase in crime rates and susceptibility in society.
Each chapter builds on leading scholarship in this field from Western scholars and supplements
these theories with research findings from a South Asian perspective, particularly in the Indian
criminal justice system. This book successfully encapsulates the foundations of criminal psychology
literature while incorporating interdisciplinary avenues of study into criminal behaviour and legal
psychology, bringing into the provincial discourse lacunas of the justice system and avenues for
alternative correctional and rehabilitative programs.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Psychology in the Justice System Jared
Linebach, Lea Kovacsiss, 2016-08-17 A PDF excerpt from the book can be found at
www.psychandcrime.org. The purpose of this book is to introduce aspects of forensic psychology
that the reader may not realize are relevant to this field. Forensic psychology can be broadly defined
as any area of the legal system where psychology is applied or consulted. This broad definition is
integral to the book's foundation as seemingly disjointed topics are weaved together under the
overarching umbrella of forensic psychology. When one thinks about the utilization of psychology in
the legal system, thinking most often begins with some concept of criminal profiling. While profiling
criminals is an aspect of forensic psychology, it is only a small portion. Within forensic psychology,
there are two distinct areas in which forensic psychologists operate. The two vastly different areas



are: Practical/Clinical: focuses on the ever-present needs of individuals in the legal system Research:
focuses on gathering and compiling data in a useful manner Clinicians focus on populations close to
the legal system such as jail or prison inmates, correctional officers, and police officers. Researchers
may also focus on populations close to the legal system, but are not limited to those individuals.
Researchers may, for example, be interested in the public's perception of a proposed new law or how
closely a constituency agrees with a sheriff's stances on certain issues. While both of these areas are
important, the purpose of this book is not to explore the distinctions between them. Herein, you will
find topics relevant to forensic psychology in the broad sense but still related to its major subfields
including: criminal psychology, police and investigative psychology, correctional psychology, legal
psychology, and victimology.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Forensic Psychology Alan M. Goldstein,
2006-12-20 Forensic Psychology: Emerging Topics and Expanding Roles is designed to present the
current state of the field, in terms of law, ethics, research and practice. Reflecting the efforts of
almost 50 expert contributors, this comprehensive reference provides a basis for conducting forensic
mental health assessments consistent with the state of the field as it currently exists and the
standard of care that is emerging. This must-have resource contains coverage of: Mainstream topics
such as civil commitment, termination of parental rights, and federal sentencing evaluations
Psycho-legal topics such as clergy and teacher sexual abuse, elder abuse, and end of life issues The
appropriate application of instruments frequently used in clinical psychology to address psycho-legal
issues Ideal for forensic mental health professionals, civil and criminal attorneys, and advanced
students, Forensic Psychology: Emerging Topics and Expanding Roles is the definitive
comprehensive reference in the field. Alan Goldstein has his finger on the pulse of forensic
psychology. He and his A-list contributors showcase a striking array of classic conundrums and
budding courtroom controversies. Remarkably, their analysis is as deep as their coverage is broad.
There are two or three works that simply have to be on the shelf of every forensic psychologist. This
book is one of them.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Atlas of Forensic and Criminal Psychology
Bernat-N. Tiffon, 2022-04-04 Originally published in Spanish in 2017 by Libreria Bosch, Barcelona,
the Atlas of Forensic and Criminal Psychology is a one-of-kind book made available in English for the
first time. This unique work is highly illustrated with full-color images, providing a medico-legal
examination of forensic pathology as it relates to cases of forensic psychological interest. The book
begins with a historical perspective and includes images of patients to familiarize the reader with
symptoms, the hazard-risk criteria, lethality, and suicidal rescue—research that Dr. Tiffon has
addressed in his previous publications. Chapters present photographic records of cases to deepen
forensic, psychologist, and medico-legal professionals’ insight into thoughts, behaviors, and
mechanisms of self- and hetero-aggressiveness. Such cases illustrate the outcomes of various
disorders manifested in individuals and victims; as such, they provide an understanding of the
psychological-legal conclusions reached in such cases in order to adapt the legal and preventative
measures for specific situations. Coverage includes affective, schizophrenic, and personality
disorders as contributing elements in diagnostic judgments, noting the great difficulty such
examples present to experts performing psychopathological evaluations after criminal, and often
violent, events have occurred. Various psychopathological disorders are addressed as well as the
technical treatment that should occur in each case from a psychological-forensic perspective.
Features: • Presents a provocative look at various syndromes familiar to forensic psychologists, as
applied to criminal cases and the pathology of suicide victims and homicide perpetrators • Combines
the work of world-renowned expert contributors to examine the criminal, legal, and psychological
facets of various diagnoses and case examples • Offers insight into the psychological state of suicide
victims, considering their state of mind as a psychological autopsy In his previous books published in
Spanish, Manual of Consulting in Psychology and Clinical, Legal, Legal, Criminal, and Forensic
Psychopathology (2008), Manual of Professional Performance in Clinical, Criminal, and Forensic
Psychopathology (2009), and the 4-volume Practical Criminological Atlas of Forensic Psychometry



(2019-2020), Tiffon approached forensic psychology and psychopathology from a theoretical
perspective. In the Atlas of Forensic and Criminal Psychology, his first book translated into English,
Tiffon expands on these prior works, serving to provide a visual reference and guide to medical
pathologists and consulting psychologists in cases of disorders in which psychopathological
mutilation, injury, and self-injury occur.
  forensic psychology vs criminal psychology: Forensic Psychology William M. Harmening,
Ana Gamez, 2015-09-24 This is the eBook of the printed book and may not include any media,
website access codes, or print supplements that may come packaged with the bound book. Forensic
Psychology is designed for use in forensic psychology courses and can also be incorporated in
sociology, criminology, or criminal justice courses. To educate and inform readers on the rapidly
evolving forensic psychology field, Forensic Psychology breaks the discipline into five distinct
categories—police psychology, investigative psychology, criminal psychology, correctional
psychology, and legal psychology. While each section is addressed separately, it clearly illustrates
how all five are integrated in the practices of the criminal and civil justice system. A balanced
approach gives readers the tools to understand forensic psychology principles today, and into the
future. Each section discusses the major issues that define each subspecialty from a behavioral
perspective. Every chapter features real-life case examples to engage the reader. Informative and
thorough, Forensic Psychology will help students gain unique insight into criminal justice
professional best practices, as well as forensic psychology principles, theory, and recent research.
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