curriculum and special education

curriculum and special education are integral components in the field of
education, designed to support diverse learners with unique needs. Special
education curricula are tailored to accommodate students with disabilities,
ensuring equitable access to learning opportunities. This article explores
the relationship between curriculum development and special education,
emphasizing the importance of individualized instruction, legal frameworks,
and best practices. It also discusses the challenges educators face when
designing and implementing special education curricula and highlights
strategies to address these challenges effectively. The content will cover
foundational concepts, instructional approaches, and the role of assessment
in special education. Below is the table of contents outlining the main
topics addressed in this comprehensive overview.
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Legal and Policy Frameworks Guiding Special Education Curriculum
e Designing Effective Special Education Curricula
e Instructional Strategies and Adaptations

e Assessment and Progress Monitoring in Special Education

Challenges and Future Directions in Curriculum and Special Education

Understanding Curriculum in Special Education

The curriculum in special education differs from general education curricula
by focusing on the specific needs, strengths, and challenges of students with
disabilities. It encompasses a structured plan that outlines the learning
objectives, content, instructional methods, and evaluation techniques
tailored to individual learners. The curriculum aims to promote academic,
social, emotional, and functional skills development, enabling students to
achieve their highest potential.

Definition and Components of Curriculum

Curriculum in special education consists of several key components: goals and
objectives, instructional content, teaching methods, assessment tools, and
materials adapted for diverse learners. These components work in unison to
provide a coherent framework that guides educators in delivering effective
instruction. The curriculum must be flexible, allowing for modifications and
accommodations to meet varied learning needs.



Individualized Education Program (IEP)

A cornerstone of special education curriculum is the Individualized Education
Program (IEP), a legally mandated document that outlines personalized
learning goals for each student. The IEP ensures that the curriculum is
customized to address the student's unique abilities and challenges. It
includes specific educational objectives, required services, accommodations,
and criteria for measuring progress.

Legal and Policy Frameworks Guiding Special
Education Curriculum

The development and implementation of special education curricula are
governed by several laws and policies designed to protect the rights of
students with disabilities. These frameworks provide guidelines and standards
to ensure that educational programs are inclusive, equitable, and effective.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

IDEA is the primary federal legislation that mandates free appropriate public
education (FAPE) for children with disabilities. It requires schools to
develop IEPs for eligible students and to provide access to the general
education curriculum with necessary supports. IDEA emphasizes the importance
of individualized instruction and progress monitoring.

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act

Section 504 prohibits discrimination against individuals with disabilities in
programs receiving federal funding. It requires schools to provide
accommodations and modifications to ensure equal access to educational
opportunities. This law complements IDEA by addressing the needs of students
who may not qualify for special education but still require support.

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

ESSA includes provisions that impact special education by promoting high
academic standards and accountability for all students, including those with
disabilities. It encourages the integration of special education students
into state assessments and accountability systems, thereby influencing
curriculum alignment and instructional practices.

Designing Effective Special Education Curricula

Effective special education curricula are carefully designed to meet diverse



learner needs while aligning with academic standards and legal requirements.
The process involves collaboration among educators, specialists, families,
and students to create meaningful and achievable learning experiences.

Principles of Curriculum Design

Key principles guiding curriculum design in special education include
relevance, flexibility, accessibility, and inclusivity. The curriculum must
be relevant to the student's life and future goals, flexible enough to
accommodate different learning styles, accessible through appropriate
materials and technology, and inclusive of all students regardless of
disability type.

Curriculum Models in Special Education

Several curriculum models are utilized in special education, such as:

e Functional Curriculum: Focuses on practical life skills and
independence.

e Academic Curriculum: Adaptations of general education content to meet
learning needs.

e Integrated Curriculum: Combines academic and functional skills in a
cohesive program.

e Task Analysis: Breaks down complex skills into smaller, teachable steps.

Instructional Strategies and Adaptations

Instruction in special education requires specialized strategies and
adaptations to facilitate effective learning. These methods address
cognitive, behavioral, sensory, and physical challenges that students may
experience.

Differentiated Instruction

Differentiated instruction involves tailoring teaching approaches to the
individual learning profiles of students. This may include varying content,
process, products, and learning environments to optimize engagement and
comprehension.



Use of Assistive Technology

Assistive technology plays a critical role in enhancing accessibility and
participation. Tools such as speech-to-text software, communication devices,
and adaptive keyboards enable students to engage with the curriculum more
effectively.

Behavioral Interventions

Positive behavioral supports and interventions are integrated within the
curriculum to address social and emotional learning needs. These strategies
promote a supportive learning environment and encourage positive behaviors.

Assessment and Progress Monitoring in Special
Education

Assessment is essential for determining student needs, guiding instruction,
and measuring progress within special education curricula. Various assessment
types provide comprehensive insights into student learning.

Formative and Summative Assessments

Formative assessments are ongoing checks for understanding that inform
instruction, while summative assessments evaluate overall achievement. Both
types must be adapted to be accessible and valid for students with
disabilities.

Alternative and Authentic Assessments

Alternative assessments, such as portfolios and performance tasks, offer
meaningful ways to demonstrate learning beyond traditional tests. Authentic
assessments reflect real-world skills and are particularly valuable in
special education contexts.

Data-Driven Decision Making

Regular monitoring of student progress using data allows educators to adjust
instruction and curriculum in response to individual needs. This approach
supports continuous improvement and goal attainment.



Challenges and Future Directions in Curriculum
and Special Education

Despite advances in curriculum development and instructional practices,
challenges persist in special education. Addressing these issues is crucial
for enhancing educational outcomes for students with disabilities.

Barriers to Effective Curriculum Implementation

Common challenges include insufficient resources, inadequate teacher
training, and limited collaboration among stakeholders. These barriers can
hinder the delivery of high-quality special education curricula.

Emerging Trends and Innovations

Future directions in curriculum and special education emphasize personalized
learning, technology integration, and inclusive education models. Innovations
such as universal design for learning (UDL) aim to create curricula that are
inherently accessible to all students.

Professional Development and Collaboration

Ongoing professional development and collaborative practices among educators,
families, and specialists are essential to address evolving needs and
implement effective curricula. Building capacity within school systems
supports sustained improvements in special education programs.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the importance of individualized education
programs (IEPs) in special education?

Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) are crucial in special education as
they provide tailored learning goals and services to meet the unique needs of
each student with disabilities, ensuring they receive appropriate support and
accommodations for academic success.

How can curriculum be adapted to support students
with disabilities in inclusive classrooms?

Curriculum can be adapted through differentiated instruction, use of
assistive technology, modifying content complexity, providing alternative
assessments, and incorporating multi-sensory teaching strategies to
accommodate diverse learning needs in inclusive classrooms.



What role does Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
play in special education curriculum development?

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) promotes creating flexible curricula that
accommodate all learners by offering multiple means of engagement,
representation, and expression, thereby reducing barriers and enhancing
accessibility for students with disabilities.

How can educators assess the effectiveness of special
education curricula?

Educators can assess effectiveness by monitoring student progress through
formative and summative assessments, reviewing IEP goal attainment,
collecting feedback from students and parents, and analyzing data to ensure
the curriculum meets diverse learner needs.

What are some current trends in curriculum design for
special education?

Current trends include integrating technology and digital tools, emphasizing
social-emotional learning, applying evidence-based instructional practices,
promoting inclusive education, and using data-driven decision-making to
personalize learning experiences.

How does collaboration among general and special
education teachers impact curriculum delivery?

Collaboration enables teachers to share expertise, co-plan lessons,
differentiate instruction effectively, and provide consistent support,
resulting in a more cohesive and responsive curriculum that benefits students
with special needs.

Additional Resources

1. Effective Curriculum Strategies for Special Education

This book offers practical approaches for designing and implementing
curriculum tailored to students with diverse learning needs. It emphasizes
differentiation, individualized instruction, and the integration of evidence-
based practices. Educators will find tools for adapting lessons to support
academic and social growth.

2. Inclusive Curriculum Design: Meeting the Needs of All Learners

Focused on creating inclusive educational environments, this book explores
methods for developing curricula that accommodate students with disabilities
alongside their peers. It discusses legal frameworks, collaborative teaching
models, and Universal Design for Learning (UDL) principles. The book is a
valuable resource for special educators and general educators alike.

3. Curriculum Development in Special Education: Foundations and Practices
This comprehensive text covers the theoretical and practical aspects of

curriculum development for special education. Readers learn how to assess
learner needs, set instructional goals, and evaluate educational outcomes.
The book also addresses cultural responsiveness and adaptive technologies.



4. Adapting Curriculum for Students with Special Needs

A hands-on guide, this book focuses on modifying standard curricula to better
suit students with various disabilities. It includes strategies for adjusting
content, process, and product, ensuring accessibility and engagement.
Teachers will appreciate the numerous examples and worksheets provided.

5. Assessment and Curriculum Planning in Special Education

This title bridges the gap between student assessment and curriculum
planning, highlighting how data can inform instructional decisions. It covers
formal and informal assessment tools and demonstrates how to use results to
tailor educational programs. The book supports educators in creating
measurable, individualized learning plans.

6. Technology-Enhanced Curriculum for Special Education

Exploring the role of technology in special education, this book presents
ways to integrate digital tools into curriculum design. It covers assistive
technologies, interactive software, and online resources that enhance
learning for students with disabilities. The text also discusses training
educators to effectively use technology.

7. Culturally Responsive Curriculum in Special Education

This book addresses the intersection of culture and special education, urging
educators to create curricula that respect and reflect students' diverse
backgrounds. It provides strategies to incorporate cultural competence into
lesson planning and instructional delivery. The emphasis is on equity and
inclusivity in educational practices.

8. Behavioral Interventions and Curriculum Adaptations for Special Education
Focusing on behavior management, this book explains how to adapt curricula to
support positive behaviors and reduce challenges in the classroom. It
includes case studies and intervention plans that combine instructional
strategies with behavioral supports. Educators learn to create environments
conducive to learning and growth.

9. Collaborative Curriculum Planning for Special Educators and Families
Highlighting the importance of partnerships, this text guides educators and
families in jointly developing effective curricula. It discusses
communication techniques, goal setting, and shared decision-making processes.
The book fosters collaboration to better meet the unique needs of students
with disabilities.
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Mohd Ali, 2021-11-30 “Disabled children are equally entitled to an exciting and brilliant future” -
Nelson Mandela Special Education is a need based, target specific approach to teach and train the
children with special needs including different types of disabilities. The Textbook of Special
Education, First Edition, is a Resource Book for trainees and learners in the field of Special
Education, Mental health including Rehabilitation Psychology, Clinical Psychology and allied sectors
in India. The book focuses on the latest trends and follows the latest curriculum set by the UGC and
RCI for Undergraduate and Postgraduate programmes in India. This book comprises 7 chapters
which emphasizes upon the concept of Special Education, gifted, backward, intellectually disabled
and delinquent children, classroom practices, Acts and Legal provisions and educational provisions
for disabilities and giftedness in children. We have written this textbook with four primary group of
readers in mind: (i) Students of Special Education formal programme, (ii) General Educators, (iii)
Mental Health Professionals and (iv) Parents/caregivers of this segment of special population. Given
the legislative mandates on inclusion, as well as ethical concerns, for including students with
disabilities in general education classrooms whenever possible, educators must be prepared to
understand and serve the needs of special children. This book is also appropriate for professionals in
other allied fields who work with special children viz. speech-language pathologists, audiologists,
physical therapists, occupational therapists, counselors and school psychologists and school
administrators.

curriculum and special education: The Essential Special Education Guide for the
Regular Education Teacher Edward Burns, 2007-01-01

curriculum and special education: Who Benefits From Special Education? Ellen A.
Brantlinger, 2006-08-15 Who Benefits From Special Education?: Remediating (Fixing) Other People's
Children addresses the negative consequences of labeling and separating education for students
with disabilities, the cultural biases inherent in the way that we view children's learning difficulties,
the social construction of disability, the commercialization of special education, and related issues.
The theme that unifies the chapters is that tension exists between professional ideology and
practice, and the wishes and expectations of the recipients of professional practice--children,
adolescents, and adults with disabilities and their families. These voices have rarely taken center
stage in formulating important decisions about the quality and characteristics of appropriate
practice. The dominant view in the field of special education has been that disability is a problem in
certain children, rather than an artifact that results from the general structure of schooling; it does
not take into consideration the voices of people with disabilities, their families, or their teachers.
Offering an alternative perspective, this book deconstructs mainstream special education ideologies
and highlights the personal perspectives of students, families, and front-line professionals such as
teachers and mental health personnel. It is particularly relevant for special education/disabilities
studies graduate students and faculty and for readers in general education, curriculum studies,
instruction theory, and critical theory.

curriculum and special education: Addressing Special Educational Needs and Disability
in the Curriculum: Art Kim Earle, Gill Curry, 2017-09-06 The SEND Code of Practice (2015)
reinforced the requirement that all teachers must meet the needs of all learners. This topical book
provides practical, tried and tested strategies and resources that will support teachers in making art
lessons accessible and interesting for all pupils, including those with special needs. The authors
draw on a wealth of experience to share their understanding of special educational needs and
disabilities and show how the art teacher can reduce or remove any barriers to learning. Offering
strategies that are specific to the context of art teaching, this book will enable teachers to: develop
students' understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of art and design; advance students' sense of
enquiry about visual and tactile experiences; help pupils to realise their creative intentions, through
the development of technical competence and manipulative skills; provide opportunities for personal
and imaginative enquiry; sample a variety of art and design projects to use in their own lessons; plan
the classroom layout and display to enhance learning; successfully train, and fully use the support of,
their teaching assistants. An invaluable tool for continuing professional development, this text will



be essential for secondary art teachers (and their teaching assistants) seeking guidance specific to
teaching art to all pupils, regardless of their individual needs. The book will also be of interest to
secondary SENCOs, senior management teams and ITT providers. Full of practical ideas and
inspiration, and supported by free online resources, this is an essential tool for art teachers and
teaching assistants and will help to deliver successful, inclusive lessons for all pupils.

curriculum and special education: Ict And Special Educational Needs Florian, Lani, Hegarty,
John, 2004-03-01 A reference for teachers interested in the uses of ICT as a tool to promote the
inclusion of learners with special educational needs. It considers the role of technology in
overcoming barriers of access to the curriculum and offers examinations of ICT asa teaching tool to
raise standards for all.

curriculum and special education: Special Education V.k.rao, 2004

curriculum and special education: Encyclopedia of Special Education Cecil R. Reynolds,
Elaine Fletcher-Janzen, 2007-01-02 Offers a thoroughly revised, comprehensive A to Z compilation of
authoritative information on the education of those with special needs.

curriculum and special education: Functional Curriculum for Elementary, Middle, and
Secondary Age Students with Special Needs Paul Wehman, John Kregel, 2004

curriculum and special education: Strategies for Teaching Learners with Special Needs
Edward A. Polloway, James R. Patton, Loretta Serna, Jenevie W. Bailey, 2012-09-26 This is the eBook
of the printed book and may not include any media, website access codes, or print supplements that
may come packaged with the bound book. A classic in the field, the tenth edition of Strategies for
Teaching Learners with Special Needs offers the most comprehensive look at how to teach students
with mild/high incidence disabilities. Balancing elementary and secondary teaching strategies, the
text introduces critical areas of concern for special educators, includes a new chapter on curriculum
development and launches into strategies for teaching students specific content areas. This edition
includes separate chapters on science and social studies, updated chapters on reading and written
language, and an expanded focus on transitions and functional academics. Throughout each chapter,
culturally responsive practices are highlighted, technology rich solutions are explored, and formal
assessment instruments are summarized so readers learn how to help students with special needs
succeed in inclusive educational environments.

curriculum and special education: Curriculum, Assessment, and Instruction for
Students with Disabilities June L. Bigge, Colleen Shea Stump, 1999 This book combines
curriculum and instruction studies with assessment, which is very popular in higher education today.
New laws in special education focus on assessment, and the new tools and forms provided here.
Strategies and practical applications for teaching special education are combined in one source.

curriculum and special education: Primary Special Needs and the National Curriculum
Ann Lewis, 2002-01-04 This new edition of Ann Lewis's widely acclaimed text has been substantially
revised and updated to take into account the recent revisions to the National Curriculum and the
guidance of the Code of Practice. It provides: *an analysis of the issues and practicalities of
implementing the National Curriculum at primary school level *an exploration of the main trends
concerning the education of children with learning difficulties *guidelines on safeguarding a broad
curriculum, assessing children's learning and helping all children gain access to the National
Curriculum Related issues such as the grouping of children, the role of the special needs
coordinator, resources, record keeping and the legal position are also examined. These areas are
explored in the light of classroom practice, evidence about the impact of the National Curriculum to
date and wider research evidence and policy analysis.

curriculum and special education: Addressing Special Educational Needs and Disability in
the Curriculum: Design and Technology Louise Davies, 2017-09-28 The SEND Code of Practice
(2015) reinforced the requirement that all teachers must meet the needs of all learners. This topical
book provides practical, tried-and-tested strategies and resources that will support teachers in
making design and technology lessons accessible and interesting for all pupils, including those with
special educational needs. The author draws on a wealth of experience to share her understanding




of special educational needs and disabilities and show how the design and technology teacher can
reduce or remove any barriers to learning. Offering strategies that are specific to the context of
design and technology teaching, this book will enable teachers to: better identify a student’s
particular learning requirements; set inclusive design and making assignments which allow all
students to participate and succeed; build students’ confidence in using a range of materials and
tools; assist with design tasks where pupils take ownership of their work and learning; adapt the
classroom environment to meet the needs of pupils; create a mutually supportive classroom which
maximises learning opportunities. An invaluable tool for continuing professional development, this
text will be essential for design and technology teachers (and their teaching assistants) seeking to
include and motivate all pupils in their lessons, regardless of their individual needs. This book will
also be of interest to secondary SENCOs, senior management teams and ITT providers. In addition
to free online resources, a range of appendices provide design and technology teachers with a
variety of pro forma and activity sheets to support effective teaching. This is an essential tool for
design and technology teachers and teaching assistants, and will help to deliver successful, inclusive
lessons for all pupils.

curriculum and special education: The Essential Special Education Guide for the
Regular Education Teacher Edwards Burns, 2007 The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) of 2004 has placed a renewed emphasis on the importance of the regular classroom, the
regular classroom teacher and the general curriculum as the primary focus of special education.
This book contains over 100 topics that deal with real issues and concerns regarding the regular
classroom and the special education process. These concerns range from requirements for referring
a child for an individual evaluation, school discipline, classroom-based assessment, IEP meetings,
inclusion and mainstreaming, and various legal requirements relating to IDEA, Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the No Child Left Behind act. It stresses the importance that every
child with a disability must have goals to enable the child to be involved in and make progress in the
general education curriculum.OCO Other issues interspersed within this text include classroom
needs, the planning of individualized education programs, and participation in all aspects of the
general curriculum. In order to achieve these goals, support for the regular classroom teacher must
be provided so that children with disabilities can be involved in, and make progress in, the
curriculum and participate in nonacademic activities.

curriculum and special education: Encyclopedia of Special Education, Volume 1 Cecil R.
Reynolds, Kimberly J. Vannest, Elaine Fletcher-Janzen, 2018-03-02 The only comprehensive
reference devoted to special education The highly acclaimed Encyclopedia of Special Education
addresses issues of importance ranging from theory to practice and is a critical reference for
researchers as well as those working in the special education field. This completely updated and
comprehensive A-Z reference includes about 200 new entries, with increased attention given to
those topics that have grown in importance since the publication of the third edition, such as
technology, service delivery policies, international issues, neuropsychology, and RTI. The latest
editions of assessment instruments frequently administered in special education settings are
discussed. Only encyclopedia or comprehensive reference devoted to special education Edited and
written by leading researchers and scholars in the field New edition includes over 200 more entries
than previous edition, with increased attention given to those topics that have grown in importance
since the publication of the third edition—such as technology, service delivery policies, international
issues, neuropsychology, and Response to Intervention, Positive Behavioral Interventions and
Supports (PBIS), Autism and Applied Behavior Analysis Entries will be updated to cover the latest
editions of the assessment instruments frequently administered in special education settings
Includes an international list of authors and descriptions of special education in 35 countries
Includes technology and legal updates to reflect a rapidly changing environment Comprehensive and
thoroughly up to date, this is the essential, A-Z compilation of authoritative information on the
education of those with special needs.

curriculum and special education: Addressing Special Educational Needs and Disability



in the Curriculum: Music Victoria Jaquiss, Diane Paterson, 2017-04-21 The SEND Code of
Practice (2015) has reinforced the requirement that all teachers must meet the needs of all learners.
This topical book provides practical, tried and tested strategies and resources that will support
teachers in making music lessons accessible and exciting for all pupils, including those with special
needs. The authors draw on a wealth of experience to share their understanding of special
educational needs and disabilities and show how the music teacher can reduce or remove any
barriers to learning. Offering strategies that are specific to the context of music teaching, this book
will enable teachers to: ensure all pupils are able to enjoy and appreciate music; find the appropriate
musical instruments to suit the individual learner; develop approaches for teaching composition in
mixed ability classrooms; provide opportunities for different types of performance; adapt content,
approaches and resources for pupils with a wide range of learning needs. An invaluable tool for
continuing professional development, this text will be essential for teachers (and their teaching
assistants) seeking guidance specific to teaching music to all pupils, regardless of their individual
needs. This book will also be of interest to SENCOs, senior management teams and ITT providers. In
addition to free online resources, a range of appendices provides music teachers with lesson case
studies, behaviour plans and guidance on behaviour management and effective teaching. This is an
essential tool for music teachers and teaching assistants, and will help to deliver successful inclusive
lessons for all pupils.

curriculum and special education: Special Teaching for Special Children Ann Lewis,
Brahm Norwich, 2004-11-16 I recommend this book as an important contribution to the debate on
pedagogy in special education. It is largely well written and informative and rich with ideas and
opinions. Educational Review What, if anything, is ‘special’ about teaching children with special or
exceptional learning needs? This book addresses this question, looking at pupils’ special learning
needs including low attainment, learning difficulties, language difficulties, emotional and
behavioural problems and sensory needs. Some special needs groups (for example dyslexia) have
argued strongly for the need for particular specialist approaches. In contrast, many proponents of
inclusion have argued that ‘good teaching is good teaching for all’ and that all children benefit from
similar approaches. Both positions fail to scrutinise this issue rigorously and coherently, and it is this
aspect which distinguishes this book. Leading researchers in each special needs field defend and
critique a conceptual analysis of teaching strategies used with particular learner groups with special
educational needs. Summaries by the editors after each chapter link pedagogic strategies,
knowledge and curriculum to key points from the chapter and pave the way for discussion. This book
is indispensable reading for students, policy makers, researchers and professionals in the field of
special educational needs and inclusion. Shortlisted for the TES / NASEN Book Awards 2005

curriculum and special education: Handbook of Special Education James M. Kauffman,
Daniel P. Hallahan, Paige Cullen Pullen, 2017-05-25 The purpose of the Handbook of Special
Education is to help profile and bring greater clarity to the already sprawling and continuously
expanding field of special education. To ensure consistency across the volume, chapter authors
review and integrate existing research, identify strengths and weaknesses, note gaps in the
literature, and discuss implications for practice and future research. The second edition has been
fully updated throughout to take into account recent changes to federal laws as well as the most
current academic research, and an entirely new section has been added on research methods in
special education.

curriculum and special education: Addressing Special Educational Needs and Disability in
the Curriculum: Religious Education Dilwyn Hunt, 2017-07-06 The SEND Code of Practice (2015)
reinforced the requirement that all teachers must meet the needs of all learners. This topical book
provides practical, tried and tested strategies and resources that will support teachers in making RE
lessons accessible and interesting for all pupils, including those with special needs. The author
draws on a wealth of experience to share his understanding of special educational needs and
disabilities and show how the RE teacher can reduce or remove any barriers to learning. Offering
strategies that are specific to the context of RE teaching, this book will enable teachers to: create a



supportive environment which maximises learning opportunities; plan the classroom layout and
display to enhance learning; help students of all levels to gain confidence in their reading and
writing ability; stimulate discussion and develop thinking skills through using stimuli such as
religious art, music, artefacts and films; successfully train and fully use the support of their teaching
assistants. An invaluable tool for continuing professional development, this text will be essential for
teachers (and their teaching assistants) seeking guidance specific to teaching RE to all pupils,
regardless of their individual needs. This book will also be of interest to SENCOs, senior
management teams and ITT providers. In addition to free online resources, a range of appendices
provide RE teachers with a variety of writing frames and activity sheets to support effective
teaching. This is an essential tool for RE teachers and teaching assistants, and will help to deliver
successful, inclusive lessons for all pupils.

curriculum and special education: What Every Principal Needs to Know About Special
Education Margaret J. McLaughlin, 2008-09-17 Contains critical information that administrators
need as they navigate special education policies and procedures. Administrators will discover a
practical process for not only improving the quality of special education services, but also for
transforming the teaching/learning cycle for all students. —Kim Benton, Executive Director of
Federal Programs and Special Populations Meridian Public Schools, MS Lead effective special
education programs that promote student achievement! The No Child Left Behind Act and other
recent federal mandates have established a new level of accountability for special education
programs. Updated to reflect these changes, this practical guide assists principals in developing
special education programs that address current standards and students’ diverse needs. The second
edition of McLaughlin’s bestseller provides a straightforward overview of special education for
principals and other administrators. This resource offers insights on how to lead programs for
students with special needs and covers basic legal and procedural information. Written by a
well-known and respected scholar in special education, this guide includes new information that
enables principals to: Fulfill requirements of NCLB and the 2004 reauthorization of IDEA, including
standards-based individualized education programs Ensure that special education students can
appropriately access the general curriculum Understand standardized testing options and
accommodations to comply with federal law Support accurate identification and eligibility decisions,
including Response to Intervention procedures Promote positive behavior and encourage family
involvement Help your students with disabilities reach their full potential through high-quality
special education programs and services.
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