curriculum models in early childhood
education

curriculum models in early childhood education are essential frameworks that guide educators
in designing effective learning experiences for young children. These models provide structured
approaches that support cognitive, social, emotional, and physical development during the crucial
early years. Understanding various curriculum models helps educators select and implement
strategies that align with developmental goals and educational standards. This article explores the
most prominent curriculum models in early childhood education, their theoretical foundations, and
practical applications. Additionally, it examines the benefits and challenges of each model to offer a
comprehensive overview for educators, administrators, and policymakers. The discussion will cover
traditional and contemporary models, emphasizing how each addresses the unique needs of early
learners.
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Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP)

The Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) model is grounded in research about child
development and learning. It emphasizes meeting children where they are developmentally while
providing challenging and meaningful experiences that promote growth. This model is widely used in
early childhood settings across the United States and serves as a foundational philosophy for many
educators.

Key Principles of DAP

DAP focuses on three core considerations: knowledge of child development, understanding individual
children, and awareness of the social and cultural context. Educators using this model tailor activities
to suit the age, experience, and interests of each child, promoting engagement and optimal learning
outcomes.



Implementation Strategies

In practice, DAP involves creating a safe and stimulating environment, using hands-on materials, and
encouraging exploration and discovery. Teachers observe children closely, adjusting instruction based
on ongoing assessments and interactions.

The Montessori Method in Early Childhood Education

The Montessori Method is a child-centered educational approach developed by Dr. Maria Montessori.
It is characterized by a structured environment that encourages independence, self-directed learning,
and respect for a child’s natural psychological development. This curriculum model integrates
practical life skills with academic concepts in a carefully prepared classroom.

Philosophy and Foundations

Montessori education is based on the belief that children learn best through active involvement with
materials and experiences that are appropriately designed for their developmental stage. The method
promotes freedom within limits, allowing children to choose activities that interest them while
fostering concentration and discipline.

Classroom Environment and Materials

Montessori classrooms are arranged into distinct learning areas, such as practical life, sensorial,
mathematics, language, and cultural studies. Materials are hands-on and self-correcting, enabling
children to learn through experimentation and repetition.

Reggio Emilia Approach

The Reggio Emilia Approach originated in Italy and emphasizes the role of the child as a competent,
curious learner with strong potential for critical thinking. This model values collaboration, creativity,
and communication, making the learning process highly interactive and project-based.

Core Concepts of Reggio Emilia

This approach highlights the importance of the environment as the “third teacher,” alongside adults
and peers. Documentation of children’s work and thoughts is integral, fostering reflection and ongoing
dialogue between educators, children, and families.

Role of Educators and Families

Teachers act as co-learners and facilitators rather than traditional instructors. Family involvement is
encouraged to support the child’s learning journey, creating a strong community connection within
the educational setting.



HighScope Curriculum Model

The HighScope Curriculum Model is based on active participatory learning, where children have direct,
hands-on experiences with people, objects, events, and ideas. Developed in the 1960s, this model is
research-based and emphasizes consistent daily routines and adult-child interactions.

Plan-Do-Review Sequence

A distinctive feature of the HighScope approach is the “plan-do-review” process. Children plan
activities, carry them out, and then reflect on their experiences with teachers, fostering autonomy
and self-requlation.

Assessment and Curriculum Integration

HighScope uses systematic observation and assessment tools to guide curriculum planning and
individualized instruction. It supports multiple domains of development including cognitive, social-
emotional, and physical growth.

Bank Street Approach

The Bank Street Approach, also known as the Developmental-Interaction Approach, combines
progressive education theories with a focus on experiential learning. It stresses the importance of
connecting children’s experiences to their learning environment through interdisciplinary activities.

Philosophy and Educational Goals

This model prioritizes the whole child, integrating emotional, social, physical, and intellectual
development. It encourages children to explore their environment and engage in problem-solving
activities that are meaningful and relevant.

Curriculum Structure

The Bank Street curriculum includes thematic units that incorporate art, science, and social studies.
Teachers facilitate inquiry and provide materials that inspire creativity and critical thinking.

Play-Based Learning Models

Play-based learning is a widely recognized and essential curriculum model in early childhood
education. It emphasizes the role of play as the primary vehicle for learning, development, and
discovery in young children.



Benefits of Play in Early Childhood

Play supports language development, social skills, problem-solving, and emotional regulation. It
encourages imagination and creativity while fostering a positive attitude toward learning.

Types of Play and Curriculum Integration

Various types of play, including free play, guided play, and structured play, are incorporated into
curriculum models to address different developmental goals. Educators design play environments that
stimulate exploration and support specific learning objectives.

 Physical play to develop motor skills
e Constructive play involving building and creating
e Symbolic play that enhances language and social skills

e Games with rules that promote cognitive development

Frequently Asked Questions

What are curriculum models in early childhood education?

Curriculum models in early childhood education are structured frameworks or approaches that guide
the planning, implementation, and assessment of learning experiences for young children, focusing
on their development and learning needs.

Which curriculum models are most commonly used in early
childhood education?

Common curriculum models in early childhood education include the Montessori method, Reggio
Emilia approach, HighScope curriculum, Waldorf education, and the Bank Street approach, each
emphasizing different philosophies and teaching strategies.

How does the Montessori curriculum model support early
childhood development?

The Montessori curriculum model supports early childhood development by promoting child-led
learning, hands-on activities, and a prepared environment that encourages independence, sensory
exploration, and self-paced progress.



What role does play-based learning play in early childhood
curriculum models?

Play-based learning is central to many early childhood curriculum models as it fosters creativity,
social skills, problem-solving, and cognitive development through exploration and interaction in a
natural and engaging context.

How can educators choose the right curriculum model for
their early childhood program?

Educators can choose the right curriculum model by considering factors such as the developmental
needs of the children, program philosophy, family and community values, available resources, and
the desired learning outcomes.

What are the benefits of using an integrated curriculum
model in early childhood education?

An integrated curriculum model benefits early childhood education by connecting various subject
areas, promoting holistic development, encouraging critical thinking, and making learning more
meaningful and relevant to children's real-life experiences.

Additional Resources

1. Curriculum Models for Early Childhood Education

This book provides a comprehensive overview of various curriculum models used in early childhood
education settings. It explores traditional, contemporary, and emergent approaches, highlighting their
theoretical foundations and practical applications. Educators will find guidance on selecting and
adapting curriculum models to meet diverse learner needs.

2. Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum: Best Practices in Early Childhood Education

Focusing on developmentally appropriate practices, this book discusses how curriculum models align
with children's cognitive, emotional, and social development. It emphasizes creating learning
environments that foster growth through play, exploration, and guided instruction. Real-world
examples demonstrate effective curriculum implementation.

3. Montessori and Other Curriculum Models in Early Childhood

This title delves into the Montessori curriculum alongside other influential models like Reggio Emilia
and HighScope. It explains the philosophy behind each model and how they structure learning
experiences. The book also addresses classroom management and assessment strategies within
these frameworks.

4. Project Approach in Early Childhood Curriculum

Highlighting the project approach, this book details how inquiry-based learning can be integrated into
early childhood programs. It offers step-by-step guidance on designing projects that encourage
collaboration, critical thinking, and problem-solving. Teachers will learn to create meaningful, child-
centered curriculum content.

5. Play-Based Learning and Curriculum Design



This book emphasizes the importance of play as a central element in early childhood curriculum
models. It explores how play-based learning supports holistic development and academic readiness.
Practical strategies for incorporating play into structured and unstructured activities are provided.

6. Integrated Curriculum Models for Young Children

Focusing on integration, this book discusses combining subjects and developmental domains into
cohesive curriculum plans. It addresses thematic and interdisciplinary approaches that make learning
relevant and engaging for young children. The book also covers assessment methods aligned with
integrated curricula.

7. Emergent Curriculum in Early Childhood Education

This title explores the principles and practices of emergent curriculum, which evolves based on
children's interests and interactions. It explains how teachers can observe, document, and respond to
children's learning needs dynamically. Case studies showcase successful implementation in diverse
classroom settings.

8. HighScope Curriculum: Active Learning for Early Childhood

Dedicated to the HighScope curriculum model, this book outlines its active participatory learning
approach. It describes key components such as the plan-do-review process and adult-child interaction
techniques. Readers will gain insight into promoting autonomy and decision-making in young
learners.

9. Reggio Emilia Approach: Curriculum and Pedagogy

This book offers an in-depth look at the Reggio Emilia approach, focusing on its emergent curriculum
and child-centered pedagogy. It highlights the role of environment, documentation, and collaboration
with families. Educators will find inspiration for creating rich, inquiry-based learning experiences.
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integrated, individualized curricular approach that helps teachers to be sensitive to, and to plan for,
young children with a variety of developmental and cultural backgrounds.
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IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION. ERIC DIGEST... ED443597... U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION. United States. Office of Educational Research and Improvement, 2001*

curriculum models in early childhood education: Models of Early Childhood Education Ann
S. Epstein, Lawrence J. Schweinhart, Leslie McAdoo, 1996 Inspired by the High/Scope educational
approach, this book attempts to systematically and objectively compare different curriculum-based
approaches to training early childhood teachers, and to assess how these models could individually
and collectively address the problem of improving early childhood program quality nationwide. An
analytical and an empirical study were carried out to compare approaches including the Montessori
Method, the Bank Street Developmental-Interaction approach, the High/Scope Curriculum, the
Kamii-DeVries constructivist perspective, Teaching Strategies' Creative Curriculum, and the Direct
Instruction model. In the analytical study, a set of criteria were identified to examine and compare
the practices and effects of such models. In the empirical study, the prevalence of various
curriculum models were assessed through the use of questionnaires. A summary and comparison of
these six curriculum-based training models, including a list of questions in cross-model comparison,
is presented and discussed in relation to their development. The implications for teaching and
training, research and development, and public policy are discussed in the last chapter. Contains
208 references. (MOK)
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Psychology in Practice William Damon, Richard M. Lerner, K. Ann Renninger, Irving E. Sigel,
2007-07-30 Part of the authoritative four-volume reference that spans the entire field of child
development and has set the standard against which all other scholarly references are compared.
Updated and revised to reflect the new developments in the field, the Handbook of Child Psychology,
Sixth Edition contains new chapters on such topics as spirituality, social understanding, and
non-verbal communication. Volume 4: Child Psychology in Practice, edited by K. Ann Renninger,
Swarthmore College, and Irving E. Sigel, Educational Testing Service, covers child psychology in
clinical and educational practice. New topics addressed include educational assessment and
evaluation, character education, learning disabilities, mental retardation, media and popular culture,
children's health and parenting.

curriculum models in early childhood education: Head Start Curriculum Models , 1970

curriculum models in early childhood education: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Contemporary
Early Childhood Education Donna Couchenour, J. Kent Chrisman, 2016-03-15 The general public
often views early childhood education as either simply “babysitting” or as preparation for later
learning. Of course, both viewpoints are simplistic. Deep understanding of child development, best
educational practices based on development, emergent curriculum, cultural competence and
applications of family systems are necessary for high-quality early education. Highly effective early
childhood education is rare in that it requires collaboration and transitions among a variety of
systems for children from birth through eight years of age. The SAGE Encyclopedia of Contemporary
Early Childhood Education presents in three comprehensive volumes advanced research, accurate
practical applications of research, historical foundations and key facts from the field of
contemporary early childhood education. Through approximately 425 entries, this work includes all
areas of child development - physical, cognitive, language, social, emotional, aesthetic - as well as
comprehensive review of best educational practices with young children, effective preparation for
early childhood professionals and policy making practices, and addresses such questions as: - How is
the field of early childhood education defined? - What are the roots of this field of study? - How is the
history of early childhood education similar to yet different from the study of public education? -
What are the major influences on understandings of best practices in early childhood education?

curriculum models in early childhood education: Child Education Singh & Sudarshan,
2010 Contents: Child Education, Mass Media and Young Children s Development, Developmental




Theories in Early Education, Curriculum Models and Early Childhood Education, How to Develop
Discussion- Techniques in a Child, Parent Involvement in Early Childhood Education, The Acquisition
of Written Language in Young Children, The Visual Arts in Early Childhood Education.

curriculum models in early childhood education: Starting Strong III A Quality Toolbox
for Early Childhood Education and Care OECD, 2011-12-16 This publication focuses on quality
issues in early childhood education and care: it aims to define quality and outlines five policy levers
that can enhance it.

curriculum models in early childhood education: Handbook of International Perspectives on
Early Childhood Education Jaipaul L. Roopnarine, James E. Johnson, Suzanne Flannery Quinn,
Michael M. Patte, 2018-02-21 The Handbook of International Perspectives on Early Childhood
Education provides a groundbreaking compilation of research from an interdisciplinary group of
distinguished experts in early childhood education (ECE), child development, cultural and
cross-cultural research in the psychological sciences, etc. The chapters provide current overviews of
ECE in Latin America and the Caribbean, the Middle East, Asia, Australia, Africa, Europe, the US,
and Canada, and convey how ECE is multi-sectorial, multi-cultural, and multi-disciplinary,
undergirded by such disciplines as neuroscience, psychological anthropology, cross-cultural human
development, childhood studies, and political science.

curriculum models in early childhood education: Quality Matters in Early Childhood
Education and Care: Czech Republic 2012 Taguma Miho, Litjens Ineke, Makowiecki Kelly,
2012-04-19 This series of country reports focuses on quality issues in early childhood education and
care.

curriculum models in early childhood education: An Introduction to Young Children With
Special Needs Richard M. Gargiulo, Jennifer L. Kilgo, 2019-01-08 An Introduction to Young Children
with Special Needs: Birth Through Age Eight is a comprehensive introduction to educational
policies, programs, practices, and services for future practitioners serving young children with
delays or disabilities in early intervention-early childhood special education (EI-ECSE). Thoughtfully
addressing the needs of children at risk for learning or development delays or disabilities, revered
authors Richard M. Gargiulo and Jennifer L. Kilgo offer evidence-based interventions and
instructional techniques that provide students with a broad understanding of important theoretical
and philosophical foundations, including evidence-based decision making, developmentally
appropriate practices, cultural responsiveness, and activity-based intervention. The Fifth Edition
includes the latest developments in and influences on the field of early intervention and early
childhood special education, including the Division for Early Childhood’s (DEC)Recommended
Practices, which are infused throughout the text. With the support of this current and innovative
book, readers will gain a firm understanding of the complex field of EI-ECSE to assist them in their
future study and careers. A Complete Teaching & Learning Package SAGE Premium Video Included
in the interactive eBook! SAGE Premium Video tools and resources boost comprehension and bolster
analysis. Interactive eBook Your students save when you bundle the print version with the
Interactive eBook (Bundle ISBN: 978-1-5443-6571-8), which includes access to SAGE Premium Video
and other multimedia tools. SAGE coursepacks SAGE coursepacks makes it easy to import our
quality instructor and student resource content into your school’s learning management system
(LMS). Intuitive and simple to use, SAGE coursepacks allows you to customize course content to
meet your students’ needs. SAGE edge This companion website offers both instructors and students
a robust online environment with an impressive array of teaching and learning resources.

curriculum models in early childhood education: Quality Matters in Early Childhood
Education and Care: New Zealand 2012 Taguma Miho, Litjens Ineke, Makowiecki Kelly,
2012-08-02 This book focuses on quality issues in early childhood education and care in New
Zealand.

curriculum models in early childhood education: Early Years Education Rod Parker-Rees,
Jenny Willan, 2006 This collection of papers provides a useful resource for scholars who need to
ground their own study in a wider historical and global discourses concerning the education of




children under eight.

curriculum models in early childhood education: Psychological Perspectives on Early
Childhood Education Susan L. Golbeck, 2001-03 Brings together the work of leading researchers in
the field of child development and early education to examine current problems from the perspective
of psychological theory and research.

curriculum models in early childhood education: Quality Matters in Early Childhood
Education and Care: Korea 2012 Taguma Miho, Litjens Ineke, Kim Janice Heejin, Makowiecki
Kelly, 2012-04-25 This book focuses on quality issues in early childhood education and care in Korea.

curriculum models in early childhood education: International Handbook of Early
Childhood Education Marilyn Fleer, Bert van Oers, 2017-10-10 This international handbook gives
a comprehensive overview of findings from longstanding and contemporary research, theory, and
practices in early childhood education in the Northern and Southern hemispheres. The first volume
of the handbook addresses theory, methodology, and the research activities and research needs of
particular regions. The second volume examines in detail innovations and longstanding programs,
curriculum and assessment, and conceptions and research into child, family and communities. The
two volumes of this handbook address the current theory, methodologies and research needs of
specific countries and provide insight into existing global similarities in early childhood practices. By
paying special attention to what is happening in the larger world contexts, the volumes provide a
representative overview of early childhood education practices and research, and redress the
current North-South imbalance of published work on the subject.

curriculum models in early childhood education: Quality Matters in Early Childhood
Education and Care: Portugal 2012 Taguma Miho, Litjens Ineke, Makowiecki Kelly, 2012-07-27
This book focuses on quality issues in early childhood education and care in Portugal.

curriculum models in early childhood education: Quality Matters in Early Childhood
Education and Care: Sweden 2013 Taguma Miho, Litjens Ineke, Makowiecki Kelly, 2013-02-05
This book focuses on quality issues in early childhood education and care in Sweden.

curriculum models in early childhood education: Quality Matters in Early Childhood
Education and Care: Norway 2013 Taguma Miho, Litjens Ineke, Makowiecki Kelly, 2013-01-02
This book focuses on quality issues in early childhood education and care in Norway.
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New degree program at Marion Tech could open doors for childcare workers (12d) A new



associate degree at MTC offers affordable training for early childhood educators, with scholarships
covering up to 90%
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Bachelor's degree in early childhood education (unr.edu3mon) Unlock the potential of young
minds and become a culturally aware and compassionate early childhood educator, equipped with
the professional standards and competencies needed to make a difference
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Shaping the Future: Building Foundational Skills through Early Childhood Education and
Inclusive Learning in Europe and Central Asia (World Bank6mon) Since 2013, the World Bank
Group has increased sixfold its investments in Early Childhood Education (ECE) in Europe and
Central Asia, from $50 million to $314 million, covering 12 countries. In
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