
cultural anthropology research topics
cultural anthropology research topics encompass a broad spectrum of themes and
issues that explore the complex fabric of human cultures, societies, and behaviors. This
article delves into some of the most compelling and current topics within cultural
anthropology, providing an in-depth understanding for researchers, students, and
enthusiasts. By examining traditional cultural practices, social structures, identity
formation, and the effects of globalization, cultural anthropologists seek to uncover the
nuances of human experience across diverse populations. The article further explores
methodological approaches and ethical considerations intrinsic to cultural anthropology
research. Emphasizing interdisciplinary connections, it highlights how cultural
anthropology intersects with fields such as sociology, linguistics, and history to enrich the
study of human cultures. Following this introduction is a structured overview that guides
readers through various key areas of cultural anthropology research.
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Traditional Cultural Practices and Rituals
One of the foundational areas in cultural anthropology research topics involves the study
of traditional cultural practices and rituals. These are the customs, ceremonies, and social
behaviors that define and sustain communities. Researchers examine how rituals maintain
social cohesion, transmit cultural values, and adapt over time. Understanding these
practices offers insight into the symbolic meanings and worldviews of different societies.

Religious and Spiritual Rituals
Religious ceremonies and spiritual rituals serve as a window into the belief systems of a
culture. Anthropologists analyze rites of passage, festivals, and worship practices to
interpret how communities relate to the sacred, the divine, and the supernatural. Such
rituals often reveal power dynamics and social hierarchies within a group.



Life Cycle and Social Rites
Life cycle rituals mark significant transitions such as birth, marriage, and death. These
rites are critical cultural anthropology research topics as they illustrate how societies
celebrate, mourn, and make sense of human existence. Researchers investigate the
symbolism, social functions, and regional variations of these rites.

Traditional Arts and Crafts
Traditional arts, including music, dance, and craftsmanship, reflect cultural identity and
heritage. Anthropological studies explore how these creative expressions function within
communities and how they respond to modernization and cultural preservation efforts.

Social Structures and Organization
Understanding social structures is pivotal in cultural anthropology research topics, as it
reveals how societies organize themselves and distribute power. Social organization
includes kinship systems, social classes, political institutions, and economic arrangements.

Kinship and Family Systems
Kinship ties form the backbone of many societies, influencing inheritance, marriage, and
social obligations. Anthropologists study various kinship models such as patrilineal,
matrilineal, and bilateral descent to understand familial relationships and their social
implications.

Political and Economic Organization
Examining political structures—from tribal leadership to state governance—sheds light on
authority, conflict resolution, and resource management. Economic organization, including
subsistence strategies and trade practices, also informs anthropological perspectives on
cultural adaptation and survival.

Social Stratification and Inequality
Social hierarchies and class systems are core cultural anthropology research topics that
address issues of power, privilege, and marginalization. Researchers analyze how status is
achieved or ascribed and how inequality shapes social interactions and opportunities.

Identity, Ethnicity, and Gender
Exploring identity formation, ethnicity, and gender roles is essential to cultural
anthropology research topics. These aspects examine how individuals and groups



construct their sense of self and belonging within cultural contexts.

Ethnic Identity and Cultural Heritage
Studies on ethnic identity investigate how cultural groups maintain distinctiveness
through language, customs, and shared history. Anthropologists focus on processes of
inclusion and exclusion, assimilation, and cultural revival.

Gender Roles and Relations
Gender is a critical lens for understanding social dynamics and cultural norms. Research
explores the construction of masculinity and femininity, gender-based division of labor,
and the impact of gender on access to resources and power.

Intersectionality in Cultural Contexts
Intersectionality examines how overlapping social identities such as race, class, gender,
and ethnicity create unique experiences of advantage or discrimination. This approach
enhances the analysis of social complexity in cultural anthropology.

Globalization and Cultural Change
Globalization is a powerful force influencing cultural transformation worldwide. Cultural
anthropology research topics in this area focus on the effects of global interconnectedness
on local traditions, identities, and social practices.

Cultural Hybridization and Syncretism
Global interactions often result in the blending of cultural elements, producing hybrid
forms of expression and belief. Anthropologists study how syncretism reshapes traditions
and fosters new cultural identities.

Migration and Diaspora Communities
Migration patterns create diasporic communities that negotiate cultural retention and
adaptation. Research in this domain explores identity negotiation, transnational ties, and
the social impacts of displacement.

Resistance and Cultural Preservation
In response to globalization, many communities engage in cultural preservation efforts.
Anthropologists investigate movements that seek to protect indigenous knowledge,



languages, and customs from erasure.

Language and Communication in Cultures
Language is a vital component of culture and a key focus within cultural anthropology
research topics. It functions as a medium for social interaction, cultural transmission, and
identity expression.

Language Diversity and Endangerment
Anthropological linguistics examines the diversity of world languages and the factors
contributing to language loss. Researchers document endangered languages and analyze
efforts to revitalize them.

Nonverbal Communication and Symbolism
Beyond spoken language, nonverbal cues such as gestures, body language, and symbols
convey meaning within cultures. Studying these forms of communication reveals
underlying social norms and values.

Language and Power Dynamics
Language use often reflects and reinforces social hierarchies. Research explores how
language policies, dialects, and code-switching relate to issues of dominance, identity, and
resistance.

Methodologies in Cultural Anthropology Research
Effective research in cultural anthropology relies on diverse methodologies tailored to
studying human cultures in context. These approaches are central to generating reliable
and insightful data on cultural phenomena.

Ethnographic Fieldwork
Ethnography involves immersive observation and participation within a community to
gather qualitative data. This method allows anthropologists to understand cultural
practices from an insider perspective.

Interviews and Oral Histories
Structured and unstructured interviews, along with the collection of oral histories, provide



rich narratives that reveal individual and collective experiences. These techniques are
crucial for exploring subjective meanings and cultural memory.

Comparative and Cross-Cultural Analysis
Comparative studies analyze similarities and differences across cultures to identify
universal patterns and cultural particularities. Cross-cultural research enhances
theoretical development in anthropology.

Ethical Considerations in Anthropological Studies
Ethics are paramount in cultural anthropology research topics due to the sensitive nature
of studying human subjects and their cultural heritage. Ethical guidelines ensure respect,
consent, and protection for participants.

Informed Consent and Confidentiality
Obtaining informed consent from research participants and safeguarding their privacy are
fundamental ethical obligations. Anthropologists must communicate research aims clearly
and respect participants’ autonomy.

Cultural Sensitivity and Respect
Researchers are responsible for approaching communities with cultural sensitivity,
avoiding harm, and honoring local customs and values. This fosters trust and collaboration
throughout the research process.

Impact and Reciprocity
Ethical research considers the potential impacts on communities and strives for
reciprocity, ensuring that research benefits participants and acknowledges their
contributions.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are some current trending topics in cultural
anthropology research?
Current trending topics include globalization and cultural change, migration and diaspora
communities, digital cultures and social media, indigenous rights and heritage
preservation, climate change impacts on indigenous populations, urban anthropology,
gender and sexuality studies, health and medical anthropology, and the anthropology of
food and nutrition.

How does globalization influence cultural anthropology



research?
Globalization influences cultural anthropology by prompting research on how global flows
of people, goods, information, and ideas affect local cultures, identities, economies, and
social structures. Anthropologists study cultural hybridization, transnationalism, and the
negotiation of modernity within traditional societies.

Why is the study of indigenous cultures important in
cultural anthropology?
Studying indigenous cultures helps preserve endangered languages, customs, and
knowledge systems. It also addresses issues of colonialism, cultural rights, sovereignty,
and environmental stewardship, providing insights into sustainable living and human
diversity.

What role does digital technology play in cultural
anthropology research?
Digital technology has become a significant research focus, examining how online
communities, social media, and digital communication shape identity, social relationships,
and cultural practices. It also offers new methods for data collection and ethnographic
study.

How do cultural anthropologists approach the study of
migration and diaspora?
Anthropologists study the experiences of migrants and diaspora populations, focusing on
identity formation, transnational ties, cultural adaptation, and the impact of migration on
both origin and destination communities. They explore issues of belonging, citizenship,
and social integration.

What are some ethical considerations in cultural
anthropology research?
Ethical considerations include obtaining informed consent, respecting cultural
sensitivities, avoiding exploitation, ensuring confidentiality, and engaging in reciprocal
relationships with studied communities. Researchers must also consider the impacts of
their work on indigenous rights and representation.

How is climate change a relevant topic in cultural
anthropology?
Cultural anthropologists investigate how climate change affects vulnerable communities,
particularly indigenous peoples who rely on natural resources. Research focuses on
adaptation strategies, cultural knowledge of the environment, and the social consequences
of environmental degradation.



What methods are commonly used in cultural
anthropology research?
Common methods include participant observation, ethnographic fieldwork, interviews,
surveys, audio-visual documentation, and collaborative research approaches. These
methods enable in-depth understanding of cultural practices and social dynamics.

How does cultural anthropology contribute to
understanding gender and sexuality?
Cultural anthropology explores how different societies construct and experience gender
and sexuality, challenging Western norms and binaries. It investigates roles, identities,
power relations, and cultural meanings associated with gender and sexual diversity across
cultures.

Additional Resources
1. “The Interpretation of Cultures” by Clifford Geertz
This seminal work by Geertz explores the concept of culture as a system of symbols and
meanings. Through thick description, he illustrates how anthropologists can interpret the
layers of meaning in social practices. The book significantly influenced cultural
anthropology by emphasizing interpretive methods.

2. “Coming of Age in Samoa” by Margaret Mead
Margaret Mead’s classic ethnography examines adolescence in Samoan society,
contrasting it with Western experiences. Her research highlights cultural variations in the
socialization of youth. The book sparked widespread interest in cultural relativism and
human development.

3. “The Chrysanthemum and the Sword” by Ruth Benedict
Benedict’s study offers an analysis of Japanese culture during World War II through
patterns of behavior and values. She introduces the concept of culture as a “personality”
that shapes social norms and practices. The work remains influential in understanding
cultural differences and wartime psychology.

4. “Purity and Danger: An Analysis of Concepts of Pollution and Taboo” by Mary Douglas
Mary Douglas investigates how different societies categorize what is considered pure or
impure. Through cross-cultural examples, she reveals the social functions of taboos and
rituals. This book provides insight into symbolic boundaries and social order.

5. “Weapons of the Weak: Everyday Forms of Peasant Resistance” by James C. Scott
Scott explores subtle, everyday acts of resistance among peasants in a Malaysian village
under oppressive conditions. He challenges traditional notions of rebellion by highlighting
covert forms of defiance. The book deepens understanding of power dynamics and social
control.

6. “Nisa: The Life and Words of a !Kung Woman” by Marjorie Shostak
An intimate ethnographic account of a !Kung woman’s life, providing personal



perspectives on the Ju/’hoansi people of the Kalahari Desert. Shostak combines oral
history with cultural analysis to illuminate gender roles, social relationships, and survival
strategies. The book humanizes indigenous experiences.

7. “Anthropology and the Colonial Encounter” by Talal Asad
Asad critiques the relationship between anthropology and colonialism, examining how
power influenced the production of knowledge. He calls for a reflexive approach to
anthropological research that acknowledges historical contexts. This text is essential for
understanding the ethics and politics of cultural study.

8. “The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down” by Anne Fadiman
Fadiman narrates the clash between Hmong cultural beliefs and Western medical
practices in the treatment of epilepsy. The book explores themes of cultural
misunderstanding, healthcare disparities, and the importance of cultural competence. It
highlights the challenges of cross-cultural communication.

9. “Debt: The First 5,000 Years” by David Graeber
Graeber’s extensive historical and anthropological investigation challenges conventional
economic narratives about debt and money. He traces the social and moral dimensions of
debt across cultures and epochs. The book offers a critical perspective on economic
systems and human relationships.
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Find other PDF articles:
https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-310/files?docid=GNx17-5528&title=frozen-ban
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  cultural anthropology research topics: Handbook of Methods in Cultural Anthropology
H. Russell Bernard, Clarence C. Gravlee, 2014-07-08 The Handbook of Methods in Cultural
Anthropology, now in its second edition, maintains a strong benchmark for understanding the scope
of contemporary anthropological field methods. Avoiding divisive debates over science and
humanism, the contributors draw upon both traditions to explore fieldwork in practice. The second
edition also reflects major developments of the past decade, including: the rising prominence of
mixed methods, the emergence of new technologies, and evolving views on ethnographic writing.
Spanning the chain of research, from designing a project through methods of data collection and
interpretive analysis, the Handbook features new chapters on ethnography of online communities,
social survey research, and network and geospatial analysis. Considered discussion of ethics,
epistemology, and the presentation of research results to diverse audiences round out the volume.
The result is an essential guide for all scholars, professionals, and advanced students who employ
fieldwork.
  cultural anthropology research topics: Cultural Anthropology Serena Nanda, Richard L.
Warms, 2023-04-04 Cultural Anthropology integrates critical thinking, explores rich ethnographies,
and prompts students to think creatively about today’s culture and society. Authors Serena Nanda
and Richard L. Warms show how historical studies and anthropological techniques can help readers
reflect on the nature, structure, and meaning of human societies. Updates to the Thirteenth Edition
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include a new chapter on race and ethnicity; emphasis on areas such as inequality, power, gender,
race, and history; discussions of issues around medical care and public health; and new features that
reflect changes in world culture. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning
package. Learning Platform / Courseware SAGE Vantage is an intuitive learning platform that
integrates quality SAGE textbook content with assignable multimedia activities and auto-graded
assessments to drive student engagement and ensure accountability. Unparalleled in its ease of use
and built for dynamic teaching and learning, Vantage offers customizable LMS integration and
best-in-class support. It’s a learning platform you, and your students, will actually love. Assignable
Video with Assessment Assignable video (available in SAGE Vantage) is tied to learning objectives
and curated exclusively for this text to bring concepts to life. LMS Cartridge: Import this title’s
instructor resources into your school’s learning management system (LMS) and save time. Don’t use
an LMS? You can still access all of the same online resources for this title via the
password-protected Instructor Resource Site.
  cultural anthropology research topics: Cultural Anthropology Raymond Scupin,
2019-12-10 Now with SAGE Publishing! Cultural Anthropology: A Global Perspective delves into
both classic and current research in the field, reflecting a commitment to anthropology’s holistic and
integrative approach. This text illuminates how the four core subfields of anthropology—biological
anthropology, archaeology, linguistics, and cultural anthropology—together yield a comprehensive
understanding of humanity. In examining anthropological research, this text often refers to research
conducted in other fields, sparking the critical imagination that brings the learning process to life.
The Tenth Edition expands on the book’s hallmark three-themed approach (diversity of human
societies, similarities that make all humans fundamentally alike, and synthetic-complementary
approach) by introducing a new fourth theme addressing psychological essentialism. Recognizing
the necessity for students to develop an enhanced global awareness more than ever before, author
Raymond Scupin uses over 30 years of teaching experience to bring readers closer to the theories,
data, and critical thinking skills vital to appreciating the full sweep of the human condition. This title
is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning package.
  cultural anthropology research topics: Study Guide for Cultural Anthropology , 2007-03
  cultural anthropology research topics: Cultural Anthropology Barbara D. Miller, 2004
----STUDENT EDITION---- The first mainstream book to truly integrate coverage of race, class,
gender, ethnicity, and age continues to win high praise. One user writes, Miller's text offers clarity
and an attention to diversity and inequality in human experience that the students really appreciate.
Emphasizing social inequality, this contemporary introductory textbook explains how inequalities
affect economy, kinship, politics, religion, and language while still covering the core concepts of
cultural anthropology. Special Features: Integrates coverage of contemporary issues suCh. as health
systems, migration, and development throughout the text to highlight the practical applications and
relevance of cultural anthropological studies. More focus on theory in cultural anthropology with a
new section on the history of theory (Ch. 1) and more explicit links to theory in the Critical Thinking
boxes in every chapter. Development Anthropology includes new discussions and the latest
researCh. on the relationship between development on indigenous peoples, social inequality, and
new examples of human resistance in the face of large-scale exogenous development (Ch. 16). Back
by popular demand, Miller's migration chapter, People on the Move -- unique in this market-- returns
as Chapter 15. New layout, larger pages, and attractive design combine to make this Third Edition
even more accessible to students! Boxed Features show the interconnection of Anthropology to
other disciplines and to career opportunities: Lessons Applied illustrates how anthropological
knowledge impacts the real world through vital contributions to social projects and policy. Unity and
Diversity boxed features present cultural examples from the perspectives of both difference and
similarity. While most writings of cultural anthropologists document variation and diversity, it is
important to remember that humans everywhere share certain features of life in common. Critical
Thinking boxes present a topic, often from two different angles, and then ask questions that provide
critical thinking reviews and possible assignments for students. ----EXAM COPY EDITION---- The first



mainstream book to truly integrate coverage of race, class, gender, ethnicity, and age continues to
win high praise. One user writes, Miller's text offers clarity and an attention to diversity and
inequality in human experience that the students really appreciate. Emphasizing social inequality,
this contemporary introductory textbook explains how inequalities affect economy, kinship, politics,
religion, and language while still covering the core concepts of cultural anthropology. Special
Features: Integrates coverage of contemporary issues suCh. as health systems, migration, and
development throughout the text to highlight the practical applications and relevance of cultural
anthropological studies. More focus on theory in cultural anthropology with a new section on the
history of theory (Ch. 1) and more explicit links to theory in the Critical Thinking boxes in every
chapter. Development Anthropology includes new discussions and the latest researCh. on the
relationship between development on indigenous peoples, social inequality, and new examples of
human resistance in the face of large-scale exogenous development (Ch. 16). Back by popular
demand, Miller's migration chapter, People on the Move -- unique in this market-- returns as Chapter
15. New layout, larger pages, and attractive design combine to make this Third Edition even more
accessible to students! Boxed Features show the interconnection of Anthropology to other
disciplines and to career opportunities: Lessons Applied illustrates how anthropological knowledge
impacts the real world through vital contributions to social projects and policy. Unity and Diversity
boxed features present cultural examples from the perspectives of both difference and similarity.
While most writings of cultural anthropologists document variation and diversity, it is important to
remember that humans everywhere share certain features of life in common. Critical Thinking boxes
present a topic, often from two different angles, and then ask questions that provide critical thinking
reviews and possible assignments for students.
  cultural anthropology research topics: Cultural Anthropology JoAnn Jacoby, Josephine
Kibbee, 2007-05-30 The latest edition of a major literature guide provides citations and informative
annotations on a wide range of reference sources, including manuals, bibliographies, indexes,
databases, literature surveys and reviews, dissertations, book reviews, conference proceedings,
awards, and employment and grant sources. The organization closely follows that of the 1st edition,
with some much-needed additions relating to online resources and new areas of interest within the
field (such as forensic anthropology, environmental anthropology, and Lesbian, Bisexual, Gay, and
Transgendered Anthropology). Separate sections focus on individual subfields, as well as emerging
concerns such as ethical issues in cultural heritage preservation. For academic and research library
collections, as well as faculty members in anthropology, area studies, and intercultural studies.
  cultural anthropology research topics: Research Methods for Anthropological Studies of
Food and Nutrition Janet Chrzan, John Brett, 2017-02-01 The dramatic increase in all things food in
popular and academic fields during the last two decades has generated a diverse and dynamic set of
approaches for understanding the complex relationships and interactions that determine how people
eat and how diet affects culture. These volumes offer a comprehensive reference for students and
established scholars interested in food and nutrition research in Nutritional and Biological
Anthropology, Archaeology, Socio-Cultural and Linguistic Anthropology, Food Studies and Applied
Public Health.
  cultural anthropology research topics: Avoiding Thesis and Dissertation Pitfalls R.
Murray Thomas, Dale L. Brubaker, 2001-09-30 Being aware of thesis and dissertation pitfalls can
help the graduate student make efficient use of resources available to him or her and bring precision
to research and writing of that important project. The authors present 61 cases cast as an
envisioned conversation between a student and a professor whom the student consults about a
problem. The cases are presented within ten chapters that proceed through a sequence of typical
stages in the production of a thesis or dissertation. Chapter titles include Choosing and Defining a
Research Topic, Searching the Professional Literature, Developing a Proposal, Getting Help,
Devising Data-Collection Procedures, Organizing the Collected Information, Interpreting the Results,
Writing the Report, Defending the Finished Product, and Publishing the Study.
  cultural anthropology research topics: Anthropology, by Comparison André Gingrich,



Richard Gabriel Fox, 2002 An international group of anthropologists take a fresh look at various
neglected approaches to comparison and present new approaches that are relevant to the globalized
world of the 21st century.
  cultural anthropology research topics: A Feminist Glossary of Human Geography Linda
McDowell, Joanne P Sharp, 2014-05-01 A Feminist Glossary of Human Geography is the first guide
to the main theories, concepts and terms commonly used in geographical debates about gender
relations. Written by key contributors to feminist theory, it contains over 400 lively and accessible
definitions of the terms found in feminist debates which students of geography need to know. Four
levels of entry are used - from 50 to 1500 words - taking account of the varying degrees of
complexity of the terms covered. From 'AIDS' to 'witch', from 'abortion' to 'whiteness', this 'Glossary'
is cross-referenced throughout and includes a comprehensive bibliography. It is an invaluable
reference for anyone studying geography and gender, enabling them to approach the terminology of
feminist theory and ideas with confidence.
  cultural anthropology research topics: Cultural Anthropology: 101 Jack David Eller,
2015-02-11 This concise and accessible introduction establishes the relevance of cultural
anthropology for the modern world through an integrated, ethnographically informed approach. The
book develops readers’ understanding and engagement by addressing key issues such as: What it
means to be human The key characteristics of culture as a concept Relocation and dislocation of
peoples The conflict between political, social and ethnic boundaries The concept of economic
anthropology Cultural Anthropology: 101 includes case studies from both classic and contemporary
ethnography, as well as a comprehensive bibliography and index. It is an essential guide for students
approaching this fascinating field for the first time.
  cultural anthropology research topics: Guide to Programs National Science Foundation
(U.S.), 1997
  cultural anthropology research topics: Routledge Handbook of Street Culture Jeffrey Ross,
2020-10-05 Discussions of street culture exist in a variety of academic disciplines, yet a handbook
that brings together the diversity of scholarship on this subject has yet to be produced. The
Routledge Handbook of Street Culture integrates and reviews current scholarship regarding the
history, types, and contexts of the concept of street culture. It is comprehensive and international in
its treatment of the subject of street culture. Street culture includes many subtypes, situations,
locations, and participants, and these are explored in the various chapters included in this book.
Street culture varies based on numerous factors including capitalism, market societies, policing,
ethnicity, and race but also advances in technology. The book is divided into four major sections:
Actors and street culture, Activities connected to street culture, The centrality of crime to street
culture, and Representations of street culture. Contributors are well respected and recognized
international scholars in their fields. They draw upon contemporary scholarship produced in the
social sciences, arts, and humanities in order to communicate their understanding of street culture.
The book provides a comprehensive and accessible approach to the subject of street culture through
the lens of an inter- and/or multidisciplinary perspective. It is also intersectional in its approach and
consideration of the subject and phenomenon of street culture.
  cultural anthropology research topics: The Plow, the Pen and the Sword Rudi Künzel,
2017-09-22 This book compares the cultures of the different social groups living in the Low
Countries in the early Middle Ages. Clergy, nobility, peasants and townsmen greatly varied in their
attitudes to labor, property, violence, and the handling and showing of emotions. Künzel explores
how these social groups looked at themselves as a group, and how they looked at the other groups.
Image and self-image could differ radically. The results of this research are specified and tested in
four case studies on the interaction between group cultures, focusing respectively on the influence
of oral and written traditions on a literary work, rituals as a means of conflict management in weakly
centralized societies, stories as an expression of an urban group mentality, and beliefs on death and
the afterlife.
  cultural anthropology research topics: Contemporary Issues in Socio-cultural



Anthropology Barbara Plankensteiner, Stefan Khittel, Maria Six-Hohenbalken, 2004
  cultural anthropology research topics: Politics of Culture in Iran Nematollah Fazeli,
2006-08-21 This first full-length study of the history of Iranian anthropology charts the formation
and development of anthropology in Iran in the twentieth century. The text examines how and why
anthropology and culture became part of wider socio-political discourses in Iran, and how they were
appropriated, and rejected, by the pre- and post-revolutionary regimes. The author highlights the
three main phases of Iranian anthropology, corresponding broadly to three periods in the social and
political development of Iran: *the period of nationalism: lasting approximately from the
constitutional revolution (1906-11) and the end of the Qajar dynasty until the end of Reza Shah’s
reign (1941) *the period of Nativism: from the 1950s until the Islamic revolution (1979) *the
post-revolutionary period. In addition, the book places Iranian anthropology in an international
context by demonstrating how Western anthropological concepts, theories and methodologies
affected epistemological and political discourses on Iranian anthropology.
  cultural anthropology research topics: Cultural Anthropology Jack David Eller, 2020-05-10
Cultural Anthropology: Global Forces, Local Lives is an exceptionally clear and readable introduction
that helps students understand the application of anthropological concepts to the contemporary
world and everyday life. It provides thorough treatment of key subjects such as colonialism and
post-colonialism, ethnicity, the environment, cultural change, economic development, and
globalization. This fourth edition has a fresh thematic focus on the future, with material relating to
planning, decision-making, design and invention, hope, and waiting. More space is devoted to
contemporary topics, and there is new coverage of subjects ranging from white nationalism,
right-wing populism, and natural disasters to surgical training, hacker conferences, and the gig
economy. Each chapter contains a rich variety of case studies that have been updated throughout.
The book includes a number of features to support student learning, including: A wealth of color
images Definitions of key terms and further reading suggestions in the margins Questions for
discussion/review and boxed summaries at the end of every chapter An extensive glossary,
bibliography, and index. Additional resources are provided via a comprehensive companion website.
  cultural anthropology research topics: A Companion to the Anthropology of Europe Ullrich
Kockel, Máiréad Nic Craith, Jonas Frykman, 2015-12-14 A Companion to theAnthropologyof Europe
BLACKWELL COMPANIONS TO ANTHROPOLOGY A Companion to the Anthropology of Europe
“The volume also deserves a place on the shelves of academic libraries as well as the larger public
library.” Reference Reviews “Summing Up: Highly recommended. All academic levels/libraries.”
Choice “This important collection challenges all anthropologists to re-examine the importance of
European perspectives on the most provocative debates of our time. It transcends regional interests
to highlight the complex intellectual landscape of our field.” Tracey Heatherington, University of
Wisconsin, Milwaukee “This significant volume critically interrogates assumptions about Europe as
an idea and a place for research. It provides fresh perspectives on the past and future of
anthropological studies of Europe.” Deborah Reed-Danahay, SUNY at Buffalo, President of the
Society for the Anthropology of Europe A Companion to the Anthropology of Europe offers a survey
of contemporary Europeanist anthropology and European ethnology, and a guide to emerging trends
in this geographical field of research. Utilizing diverse approaches to the anthropological study of
Europe, Kockel, Nic Craith, and Frykman provide a synthesis of the different traditions and
contemporary practices. Investigating the subject both geographically and thematically, the
companion covers key topics such as location, heritage, experience, and cultural practices. Written
by leading international scholars in the field, the volume constitutes the first authoritative guide for
researchers, instructors, and students of anthropology and European studies.
  cultural anthropology research topics: Intangible Cultural Heritage and Reconciliation
in the Western Balkans Miloš Milenković, 2024-08-01 This book considers the sensitive heritage
elements linked to the very issue of the origins of nations. Beliefs, rituals, and traditional knowledge
are examples of intangible cultural heritage (ICH), which communities globally regard as the core of
their cultural identity. When it is unclear which element of heritage “belongs” to whom, like in the



Western Balkans, where the majority of heritage elements are shared, ICH disputes exacerbate
conflict. Its mishandling is especially acute when minority heritage is excluded from governmental
cultural policies. With a focus on Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Montenegro, this
book has a global thematic scope, theoretical depth, and policy relevance to the scholars of
anthropology and heritage studies as well as to those interested in cultural diversity, human rights,
and cultural and educational policies. It will serve as a guide for those who professionally use
cultural heritage, or want to start doing so, in the processes of reconciliation, stabilization, and
development.
  cultural anthropology research topics: The SAGE Handbook of Tourism Studies Tazim
Jamal, Mike Robinson, 2009-06-18 The strongest overview I have encountered of the scope and the
current state of research across all the fields involved in advancing our understanding of tourism.
For its range of topics, depth of analyses, and distinction of its contributors, nothing is comparable. -
Professor Dean MacCannell, University of California, Davis The breadth of vision and sweep of
accounts is remarkable, and range of topics laudable... a rare combination of the authoritative, the
challenging and stimulating. - Professor Mike Crang, Durham University Tourism studies developed
as a sub-branch of older disciplines in the social sciences, such as anthropology, sociology and
economics, and newer applied fields of study in hospitality management, civil rights and transport
studies. This Handbook is a sign of the maturity of the field. It provides an essential resource for
teachers and students to determine the roots, key issues and agenda of tourism studies, exploring:
The evolution and position of tourism studies The relationship of tourism to culture The ecology and
economics of tourism Special events and destination management Methodologies of study Tourism
and transport Tourism and heritage Tourism and postcolonialism Global tourist business operations
Ranging from local to global issues, and from questions of management to the ethical dilemmas of
tourism, this is a comprehensive, critically informed, constructively organized overview of the field.
It draws together an inter-disciplinary group of contributors who are among the most celebrated
names in the field and will be quickly recognized as a landmark in the new and expanding field of
tourism studies.
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