cultural imperialism definition sociology

cultural imperialism definition sociology refers to the process by which one culture imposes its values,
practices, beliefs, and artifacts upon another, often leading to the dominance or erosion of the latter. In
sociology, this concept is crucial for understanding how power dynamics operate beyond economic or
military control, extending deeply into cultural and social realms. The phenomenon typically involves the
spread of a dominant culture’s media, language, religion, and consumer goods, which can reshape local
identities and traditions. This article explores the origins, mechanisms, and sociological implications of
cultural imperialism, emphasizing its role in global interactions and cultural power struggles. Additionally,
it addresses criticisms, contemporary examples, and the ongoing debate surrounding cultural resistance and
hybridity. Understanding cultural imperialism in sociological terms reveals the complex interplay between
globalization, cultural exchange, and social inequality. The following sections provide a detailed analysis of

its definition, theoretical frameworks, and real-world impacts.
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Defining Cultural Imperialism in Sociology

Cultural imperialism in sociology can be defined as the dominance of one culture over another through the
imposition of cultural elements such as language, customs, ideologies, and consumer products. Unlike
traditional imperialism, which often centers on territorial conquest or economic control, cultural
imperialism emphasizes the subtle and pervasive influence of culture as a means of control and assimilation.
This definition incorporates the idea that cultural imperialism often results in the marginalization or erasure
of indigenous cultures and identities, leading to cultural homogenization. It is a critical concept for

sociologists studying the effects of globalization and power relations between nations and social groups.



Key Characteristics of Cultural Imperialism

Several defining features characterize cultural imperialism in a sociological context:

¢ Imposition: The dominant culture enforces its norms and values, often without reciprocal exchange.

e Asymmetry: The relationship between cultures is unequal, with one culture exerting more

influence.
¢ Global Reach: The process is often linked to global media, technology, and multinational corporations.
¢ Resistance: Target cultures may resist or adapt imposed cultural elements.

e Transformation: The local cultural landscape changes, sometimes permanently.

Theoretical Perspectives on Cultural Imperialism

Sociologists and theorists have developed various frameworks to analyze cultural imperialism, each
highlighting different dimensions of power, culture, and social control. These perspectives reveal how
cultural imperialism functions not only as a social process but also as a means of maintaining and

reproducing inequalities.

Marxist and Neo-Marxist Views

From a Marxist perspective, cultural imperialism is viewed as an extension of capitalist domination, where
culture serves as a tool for ideological control and the perpetuation of class dominance. Neo-Marxists
emphasize the role of mass media and cultural industries in producing and disseminating dominant
ideologies that align with the interests of the ruling class. This approach highlights how cultural products

from dominant countries reinforce consumerism and capitalist values globally.

Postcolonial Theory

Postcolonial theorists focus on the legacy of colonialism and how cultural imperialism continues to affect
former colonies. They argue that cultural imperialism is a form of symbolic violence that undermines
indigenous cultures and knowledge systems. This perspective stresses the importance of cultural hybridity

and resistance, where colonized societies selectively adopt and transform imposed cultural elements.



Cultural Globalization Theory

This theory examines cultural imperialism within the broader context of globalization, where the flow of
cultural elements is multidirectional but often dominated by Western influences. It recognizes the
complexity of cultural exchange but also warns against the risks of cultural homogenization and loss of

diversity.

Mechanisms and Agents of Cultural Imperialism

Cultural imperialism operates through various mechanisms and agents that facilitate the spread and
entrenchment of dominant cultural forms. Understanding these channels is essential for analyzing how

cultural power is exercised worldwide.

Mass Media and Communication

Mass media, including television, film, music, and the internet, play a central role in cultural imperialism
by disseminating dominant cultural narratives and lifestyles. Western media conglomerates often control

global content distribution, shaping perceptions and cultural norms across diverse societies.

Multinational Corporations

Global corporations export not only products but also cultural values associated with consumption, lifestyle,
and identity. Brands and advertising campaigns propagate the ideals of the dominant culture, influencing

local consumer behavior and social aspirations.

Language and Education

The promotion of dominant languages, such as English, serves as a significant agent of cultural imperialism.
Language policies and educational systems can prioritize certain languages and knowledge paradigms,

marginalizing indigenous languages and epistemologies.

Government and Political Influence

Political institutions and international organizations sometimes promote cultural norms aligned with
dominant powers through diplomacy, aid conditionality, and cultural exchange programs. These efforts can

reinforce cultural hierarchies and influence national policies.



Impacts of Cultural Imperialism on Societies

The effects of cultural imperialism are multifaceted, influencing social structures, identity formation, and
cultural diversity. Sociologists examine both the negative consequences and the adaptive responses of

affected communities.

Cultural Homogenization and Loss of Diversity

One major impact is the erosion of cultural diversity, as local traditions, languages, and customs may be
overshadowed by dominant cultural forms. This homogenization can lead to a loss of unique cultural

identities and heritage.

Identity and Social Change

Cultural imperialism can reshape individual and collective identities, fostering new cultural hybrids or,
conversely, cultural alienation. It influences social norms, values, and practices, affecting everything from

family structures to political ideologies.

Economic and Political Implications

The cultural dominance often parallels economic and political inequalities, reinforcing global hierarchies. It

may also affect local economies by prioritizing imported cultural goods over indigenous products.

Resistance and Cultural Revival

Many societies actively resist cultural imperialism through movements that promote indigenous languages,
arts, and traditions. This resistance can lead to cultural revival and the assertion of local identities in the face

of global pressures.

Critiques and Contemporary Debates

While cultural imperialism remains a significant framework, it has faced critiques and sparked debates

among scholars regarding its applicability and implications in the contemporary world.

Overgeneralization and Cultural Agency

Critics argue that cultural imperialism sometimes overgeneralizes the dominance of Western culture and



underestimates the agency of local populations in interpreting and reshaping cultural influences. The

concept may oversimplify complex cultural exchanges by framing them solely as domination.
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Globalization and Cultural Hybridization

Contemporary debates focus on how globalization facilitates not only cultural imperialism but also
hybridization, where cultures blend and create new forms. This challenges the binary of dominant versus

subordinate cultures and highlights dynamic cultural interactions.

Digital Media and Cultural Flows

The rise of digital media has transformed cultural flows, enabling more decentralized and participatory
forms of cultural exchange. This shift complicates traditional notions of cultural imperialism by introducing

new agents and pathways for cultural influence.

Examples of Cultural Imperialism in the Modern World

Real-world instances of cultural imperialism illustrate its ongoing relevance and complexity in global

sociology.

Western Media Dominance

Hollywood films, American television series, and Western music genres dominate global entertainment

markets, often shaping cultural aspirations and worldviews in diverse societies.

Language Spread

The global spread of English as a lingua franca in business, education, and diplomacy exemplifies cultural

imperialism through linguistic dominance, sometimes at the expense of local languages.

Consumer Culture and Branding

International brands like McDonald’s, Coca-Cola, and Nike promote lifestyles associated with Western

consumer culture, influencing eating habits, fashion, and social status worldwide.



Religious and Ideological Influence

Cultural imperialism can also manifest through the spread of dominant religious beliefs or political
ideologies via missionary work, educational programs, or media content, affecting local spiritual and

ideological landscapes.

1. Dominance of Western entertainment industries
2. English language educational policies worldwide
3. Global proliferation of Western consumer brands

4. International promotion of specific political and religious ideologies

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of cultural imperialism in sociology?

Cultural imperialism in sociology refers to the practice of promoting and imposing one culture over others,
often through media, language, and consumer products, leading to the domination or displacement of local

cultures.

How does cultural imperialism affect local cultures?

Cultural imperialism can lead to the erosion of local traditions, languages, and identities as dominant cultures

overshadow and replace indigenous cultural expressions.

What are some examples of cultural imperialism?

Examples include the global spread of Western media and entertainment, the dominance of English

language, and the prevalence of multinational corporations influencing local consumer habits.

How is cultural imperialism different from cultural globalization?

Cultural globalization refers to the worldwide exchange and blending of cultures, whereas cultural
imperialism implies a one-sided dominance where one culture imposes itself over others, often suppressing

local cultures.



‘What role do media and technology play in cultural imperialism?

Media and technology act as vehicles for cultural imperialism by disseminating dominant cultural values

and products across borders, influencing perceptions and behaviors in other societies.

Who are the key theorists associated with the concept of cultural
imperialism?
Key theorists include Herbert Schiller, who highlighted media imperialism, and Edward Said, who

discussed cultural dominance and Orientalism related to imperialism.

Can cultural imperialism have any positive effects?

Some argue that cultural imperialism can facilitate cultural exchange and modernization, but it is often

criticized for undermining cultural diversity and promoting inequality.

How does cultural imperialism relate to power dynamics in sociology?

Cultural imperialism reflects and reinforces power imbalances where dominant societies exert control over

subordinate ones, shaping cultural norms and values to maintain their influence.

What are some ways societies resist cultural imperialism?

Societies resist cultural imperialism by promoting indigenous languages, preserving traditional customs,

supporting local media and arts, and implementing policies to protect cultural heritage.

Additional Resources

1. Culture and Imperialism by Edward W. Said

This seminal work explores the relationship between culture and imperialism, analyzing how Western
literature and arts have been influenced by and have reinforced imperialist ideologies. Said argues that
cultural expressions often serve as tools of domination, shaping perceptions of colonized peoples. The book
bridges literary criticism and postcolonial theory, providing deep insights into the sociological impacts of

cultural imperialism.

2. Imperialism and Culture by John M. MacKenzie

MacKenzie's book examines the ways in which imperial powers projected their culture onto colonized
societies, shaping social norms, values, and identities. It discusses the role of media, education, and museums
in the cultural imperialist agenda. The text highlights the sociological implications of cultural dominance

and resistance in the context of empire.

3. Globalization and Culture: Global Mélange by Jan Nederveen Pieterse



This book addresses cultural imperialism within the broader context of globalization, exploring how
cultural flows and hybridization occur. Pieterse critiques the simplistic view of cultural imperialism as one-
way cultural domination, proposing a more nuanced understanding of cultural interactions and power

dynamics. It is a valuable resource for sociologists studying contemporary cultural exchanges.

4. Decolonizing Culture: Sociology and the Politics of Cultural Imperialism by Ania Loomba

Loomba's work delves into the postcolonial critique of cultural imperialism, focusing on how cultural
domination intersects with race, class, and power structures. The book examines sociological theories that
challenge imperialist narratives and advocates for decolonizing cultural practices. It offers an insightful

analysis of resistance to cultural imperialism.

5. The Cultural Dimension of Global Business by Gary P. Ferraro and Elizabeth K. Briody

Though primarily a business text, this book provides important sociological insights into cultural
imperialism through the lens of international business practices. It discusses how multinational corporations
influence and sometimes impose cultural norms on local communities. The authors explore the

consequences of these cultural exchanges for identity and social cohesion.

6. Colonialism and Culture edited by Nicholas B. Dirks

This edited volume gathers essays that explore the complex ways colonialism shaped and was shaped by
cultural processes. It includes sociological perspectives on how imperial powers controlled and transformed
indigenous cultures. The book offers a multidisciplinary approach to understanding cultural imperialism's

role in historical and contemporary societies.

7. The Sociology of Culture: Emerging Theoretical Perspectives by Diana Crane

Crane's book provides a comprehensive overview of sociological theories related to culture, including
discussions on cultural imperialism. It examines how cultural products and practices are embedded in
power relations and social structures. The text is valuable for understanding the theoretical foundations

behind cultural domination and resistance.

8. Media Imperialism: Continuity and Change by Daya Thussu

This book analyzes the role of global media in perpetuating cultural imperialism, focusing on how Western
media content dominates global narratives. Thussu discusses the sociological impact of media imperialism on
local cultures and identities. The work highlights both the persistence of cultural dominance and emerging

forms of media resistance.

9. Empire's New Clothes: Reading Hardt and Negri by Joshua Clover

Clover critiques contemporary theories of empire and cultural imperialism, engaging with the works of
Hardt and Negri. He explores how cultural imperialism operates within new global power structures and
the sociological implications of these shifts. The book provides a critical perspective on the evolving nature

of cultural domination in the 21st century.
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cultural imperialism definition sociology: Cultural Imperialism John Tomlinson, 2001-01-01
cultural imperialism definition sociology: Cultural Sociology Les Back, Andy Bennett,
Laura Desfor Edles, Margaret Gibson, David Inglis, Ron Jacobs, Ian Woodward, 2012-03-05 Cultural
Sociology: An Introduction is the first dedicated student textbook to address cultural sociology as a

legitimate model for sociological thinking and research. Highly renowned authors present a rich
overview of major sociological themes and the various empirical applications of cultural sociology. A
timely introductory overview to this increasingly significant field which provides invaluable
summaries of key studies and approaches within cultural sociology Clearly written and designed,
with accessible summaries of thematic topics, covering race, class, politics, religion, media, fashion,
and music International experts contribute chapters in their field of research, including a chapter by
David Chaney, a founder of cultural sociology Offers a unified set of theoretical and methodological
tools for those wishing to apply a cultural sociological approach in their work

cultural imperialism definition sociology: Cultural Imperialism John Tomlinson, 1991 In
Cultural Imperialism, John Tomlinson deals with issues ranging from the ideological effects of
imported cultural products, to the process of cultural homogenization, to the nature of cultural
autonomy. He examines a number of related discourses: thedebate about media imperialism the
discourse of national cultural identity; the critique of multinational capitalism and the critique of
cultural modernity. His analysis reveals major problems in the way in which the idea of cultural, as
distinct from economic or political, imperialism is formulated.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: Sociological Cultural Studies G. McLennan,
2006-10-10 In a systematic and comprehensive analysis of the relationship between sociology and
cultural studies, Gregor McLennan lucidly guides us from central philosophical questions in the
social sciences to new interpretations of such urgent contemporary questions as Eurocentrism,
multiculturalism, and reflexivity.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: Introduction to Sociological Theory Michele
Dillon, 2020-01-07 The revised third edition of the text that combines classical and contemporary
theories of sociological theory Thoroughly revised and updated, the third edition of an Introduction
to Sociological Theory offers an in-depth introduction to classical and contemporary theories, and
demonstrates their relevance to offer a clear understanding of a broad range of contemporary issues
and topics. As with the previous editions, the text continues to combine carefully selected primary
quotations from a broad range of theorists with extensive discussion and illustrative examples from a
diverse range of countries, helpful timelines of important and thematically relevant events,
biographical notes, contemporary topic boxes, analytical photos, and chapter glossaries. The text
addresses topics such as the persistence of economic and social inequality, Brexit, post-truth society,
same-sex marriage, digital surveillance and the on-demand gig economy. Written in an engaging
style, Introduction to Sociological Theory offers a comprehensive introduction to the pluralistic
breadth and wide-ranging applicability of sociological theory. This updated edition of the
authoritative text: Contains both classical and contemporary theories in a single text Builds on
excerpts from original theoretical writings with detailed discussion of the concepts and ideas under
review Includes new examples of current empirical topics such as Brexit, Donald Trump’s
presidency, China’s growing economic power, global warming, intersectionality, social media, and
much more Offers additional resources including a website that contains multiple choice and essay
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questions, a thoroughly refreshed set of PowerPoint slides for each chapter with multimedia links to
content illustrative of sociological processes, a list of complementary primary readings, a quotation
bank, and other background materials Written for undergraduate courses in contemporary and
classical sociological theory, the third edition of an Introduction to Sociological Theory continues to
provide a comprehensive, in-depth, and empirically engaging, introduction to sociological theory.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: Key Concepts in Cultural Theory Andrew
Edgar, Lecturer in Philosophy in the School of English Studies Andrew Edgar, Peter Sedgwick,
2005-10-09 This work presents a survey of over 350 of the key terms encountered in cultural theory
today, each entry providing explanations for students in a wide range of disciplines. These include
literature, cultural studies, sociology and philosophy.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: The Cultural Wealth of Nations Nina Bandelj,
Frederick F. Wherry, 2011-07-25 Symbolic resources affect social, cultural, and economic
development. The value of being Made in America or Made in Italy, for example, depends not only on
the material advantages each place offers but also on the symbolic resources embedded in those
places of production. Drawing on case studies that range from the vineyards of South Africa and the
textiles of Thailand to the Mundo Maya in Latin America and tourist destinations in Tuscany, this
volume examines the various forms that cultural wealth takes, the processes involved in its
construction, and the ways it is deployed. Leading scholars from a range of disciplinary backgrounds
examine how symbolic resources and cultural understandings help firms and regions develop.
Through a thoughtful analysis of current- day cases, as well as historical developments, The Cultural
Wealth of Nations offers an exciting new alternative to standard economic explanations about the
wealth and poverty of nations.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: Introduction to Sociology: Canadian Version
George Ritzer, Neil Guppy, 2013-07-25 While providing a rock-solid foundation of sociology,
Introduction to Sociology: Canadian Version, by renowned sociologists George Ritzer and Neil
Guppy, illuminates traditional sociological concepts and theories, as well as some of today’s most
compelling social phenomena: Globalization, consumer culture, and the Internet. Ritzer and Guppy
bring students into the conversation by bridging the divide between the outside world and the
classroom. The international version of the book by Ritzer has been redesigned with an explicitly
Canadian core. The result is this compelling Canadian version featuring George Ritzer’s distinctive
voice and style blended with Neil Guppy’s definitive views on Canadian sociology—highlighting the
place of Canada in a globalizing world.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: Sport Sociology Paul Beedie, Peter Craig,
2010-05-24 A welcome addition for those who teach sports studies... Used as a primer, this book
provides readers with excellent introduction to the key sociological concepts, methods, and theories,
and, also offers useful examples and contextualised discussions that beginners to the realm of
sociology will no doubt appreciate. Beedie has compiled for students a good companion text that
could certainly be used in conjunction with more detailed books, and, to guide students through
more complex academic texts. Students have certainly appreciated Beedie's efforts to help them
apply sociological rigour to analysing their sporting worlds, identities and experiences. - Geoffery
Kohe, Worcester University This should be highly useful for any sports studies students who are
encountering the sociology of sport for the first time, even those who have previously studied
sociology. - Alison Cain, Hertfordshire University Sociology is central to the study of sport in higher
education. This reader-friendly textbook introduces all of the subject’s core themes, such as power,
diversity and mediation, and relates them to major contemporary social issues such as
commercialisation and globalisation. Special emphasis is given throughout to examples drawn from
the UK and to the significance of the 2012 Olympics. Theoretical explanation is fully supported by
case studies, practical and reflective exercises and guidance on further study.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: Currents of Thought in African Sociology and the
Global Community Joshua Awosan, 2009 Currents of Thought in African Sociology and the Global
Community focuses on research findings further enriched in the realm of the emergent, indigenous




African sociology within a global context. An authentic guide, it has potential to expose readers to
the intricacy of research in its various ramifications. Its uniqueness consists in casting, in an
explanatory framework, what each of the subdisciplines of sociology is all about, while
simultaneously discussing the theoretical and methodological orientations in which the
accompanying research findings are situated. The transition of sociology in Africa, inextricably tied
in with global dimension, is its major theme. And discussion questions/exercises and essays at the
end of each chapter constitute a stimulating teaching tool. Its theoretical coverage straddles a wide
variety of paradigms - from structural-functional theory and conflict theory to symbolic
interactionism, ethnomethodology, dramaturgy, exchange theory, etc. The book will be of use in
courses in sociology, anthropology, research methods, global human issues, African and
African-American studies, Third World societies, and criminal justice. Besides, it constitutes an
experiential celebration of deivory-towerism, emphasizing the involvement of the academic citadel
with the community.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: Sociological Perspectives on Sport David
Karen, Robert E. Washington, 2015-03-02 Sociological Perspectives on Sport: The Games Outside
the Games seeks not only to inform students about the sports world but also to offer them analytical
skills and the application of theoretical perspectives that deepen their awareness and understanding
of social processes linking sports to the larger social world. With six original framing essays linking
sport to a variety of topics, including race, class, gender, media, politics, deviance, and globalization,
and 37 reprinted articles, this text/reader sets a new standard for excellence in teaching sports and
society.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: Routledge International Handbook of the
Sociology of Art and Culture Laurie Hanquinet, Mike Savage, 2015-09-16 The Routledge Handbook
of the Sociology of Arts and Culture offers a comprehensive overview of sociology of art and culture,
focusing especially - though not exclusively - on the visual arts, literature, music, and digital culture.
Extending, and critiquing, Bourdieu’s influential analysis of cultural capital, the distinguished
international contributors explore the extent to which cultural omnivorousness has eclipsed
highbrow culture, the role of age, gender and class on cultural practices, the character of aesthetic
preferences, the contemporary significance of screen culture, and the restructuring of popular
culture. The Handbook critiques modes of sociological determinism in which cultural engagement is
seen as the simple product of the educated middle classes. The contributions explore the critique of
Eurocentrism and the global and cosmopolitan dimensions of cultural life. The book focuses
particularly on bringing cutting edge ‘relational’ research methodologies, both qualitative and
quantitative, to bear on these debates. This handbook not only describes the field, but also proposes
an agenda for its development which will command major international interest.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: Essentials of Sociology George Ritzer, 2015-12-10
Join the conversation with one of sociology’s best-known thinkers. Essentials of Sociology, Second
Edition adapted from George Ritzer’s Introduction to Sociology, Third Edition, provides the same
rock-solid foundation in a shorter and more streamlined format. Like the original Ritzer text,
Essentials of Sociology illuminates traditional sociological concepts and theories, and focuses on
some of the most compelling contemporary social phenomena: globalization, consumer culture, the
Internet, and the “McDonaldization” of society. As technology flattens the globe, students are
challenged to apply a sociological perspective to their world, and to see how “public” sociologists
are engaging with the critical issues of today.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: The New Handbook of Research on Music
Teaching and Learning Richard Colwell, Carol Richardson, 2002-04-18 Featuring chapters by the
world's foremost scholars in music education and cognition, this handbook is a convenient collection
of current research on music teaching and learning. This comprehensive work includes sections on
arts advocacy, music and medicine, teacher education, and studio instruction, among other subjects,
making it an essential reference for music education programs. The original Handbook of Research
on Music Teaching and Learning, published in 1992 with the sponsorship of the Music Educators




National Conference (MENC), was hailed as a welcome addition to the literature on music education
because it serves to provide definition and unity to a broad and complex field (Choice). This new
companion volume, again with the sponsorship of MENC, explores the significant changes in music
and arts education that have taken place in the last decade. Notably, several chapters now
incorporate insights from other fields to shed light on multi-cultural music education, gender issues
in music education, and non-musical outcomes of music education. Other chapters offer practical
information on maintaining musicians' health, training music teachers, and evaluating music
education programs. Philosophical issues, such as musical cognition, the philosophy of research
theory, curriculum, and educating musically, are also explored in relationship to policy issues. In
addition to surveying the literature, each chapter considers the significance of the research and
provides suggestions for future study. Covering a broad range of topics and addressing the issues of
music education at all age levels, from early childhood to motivation and self-regulation, this
handbook is an invaluable resource for music teachers, researchers, and scholars.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: Routledge Revivals: Ideology and Cultural
Production (1979) Michele Barrett, Philip Corrigan, Annette Kuhn, Janet Wolff, 2018-06-13
Originally published in 1979, Ideology and Cultural Production examines the contribution to the
debate surrounding ‘culture’, ‘ideology’, and ‘representation’, in this collection of essays. Originally
presented as papers at the 1978 British Sociological Conference on the theme of culture, the
collection is tied together under the argument for a definition, which emphasizes the material and
ideological conditions of cultural production. The volume discusses key issues, such as the break
with ‘super-structural theory’, the question of economism, and the argument between culturalism
and structuralism, as well as the central debates of determinism and autonomy.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: EBOOK: A Sociology of Mental Health and
Illness Anne Rogers, David Pilgrim, 2014-05-16 How do we understand mental health problems in
their social context? A former BMA Medical Book of the Year award winner, this book provides a
sociological analysis of major areas of mental health and illness. The book considers contemporary
and historical aspects of sociology, social psychiatry, policy and therapeutic law to help students
develop an in-depth and critical approach to this complex subject.New developments for the fifth
edition include: Brand new chapter on prisons, criminal justice and mental health Expanded
coverage of stigma, class and social networks Updated material on the Mental Capacity Act, Mental
Health Act and the Deprivation of Liberty A classic in its field, this well established textbook offers a
rich and well-crafted overview of mental health and illness unrivalled by competitors and is essential
reading for students and professionals studying a range of medical sociology and health-related
courses. It is also highly suitable for trainee mental health workers in the fields of social work,
nursing, clinical psychology and psychiatry. Rogers and Pilgrim go from strength to strength! This
fifth edition of their classic text is not only a sociology but also a psychology, a philosophy, a history
and a polity. It combines rigorous scholarship with radical argument to produce incisive
perspectives on the major contemporary questions concerning mental health and illness. The
authors admirably balance judicious presentation of the range of available understandings with clear
articulation of their own positions on key issues. This book is essential reading for everyone involved
in mental health work. Christopher Dowrick, Professor of Primary Medical Care, University of
Liverpool, UK Pilgrim and Rogers have for the last twenty years given us the key text in the
sociology of mental health and illness. Each edition has captured the multi-layered and ever
changing landscape of theory and practice around psychiatry and mental health, providing an
essential tool for teachers and researchers, and much loved by students for the dexterity in
combining scope and accessibility. This latest volume, with its focus on community mental health,
user movements criminal justice and the need for inter-agency working, alongside the more classical
sociological critiques around social theories and social inequalities, demonstrates more than ever
that sociological perspectives are crucial in the understanding and explanation of mental and
emotional healthcare and practice, hence its audience extends across the related disciplines to
everyone who is involved in this highly controversial and socially relevant arena. Gillian Bendelow,



School of Law Politics and Sociology, University of Sussex, UK From the classic bedrock studies to
contemporary sociological perspectives on the current controversy over which scientific
organizations will define diagnosis, Rogers and Pilgrim provide a comprehensive, readable and
elegant overview of how social factors shape the onset and response to mental health and mental
illness. Their sociological vision embraces historical, professional and socio-cultural context and
processes as they shape the lives of those in the community and those who provide care; the
organizations mandated to deliver services and those that have ended up becoming unsuitable
substitutes; and the successful and unsuccessful efforts to improve the lives through science,
challenge and law. Bernice Pescosolido, Distinguished Professor of Sociology, Indiana University,
USA

cultural imperialism definition sociology: Freedom's Plow Jim Fraser, Theresa Perry,
2013-10-15 Freedom's Plow is the first volume designed to provide teachers and teachers-in-training
with the practical resources they need to make their teaching practice and classrooms more
multicultural. Parts II and III present the voices and experiences of teachers from first grade to
college level who are actually engaged in multicultural teaching efforts. The contributors examine
what redefining their practice as multicultural has meant for their work in terms of content,
pedagogy, power and indeed their own attitudes and values. The volume concludes by focusing on
the power arrangements, perspectives and personnel policies needed if schools are to emerge as
truly multicultural, multiethnic democracies.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: Introduction to Sociology George Ritzer,
2012-07-30 A long awaited introductory textbook from one of the biggest names in world sociology.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: Culture and International History Jessica C. E.
Gienow-Hecht, Frank Schumacher, 2004 Combining the perspectives of 18 international scholars
from Europe and the United States with a critical discussion of the role of culture in international
relations, this volume introduces recent trends in the study of Culture and International History. It
systematically explores the cultural dimension of international history, mapping existing approaches
and conceptual lenses for the study of cultural factors and thus hopes to sharpen the awareness for
the cultural approach to international history among both American and non-American scholars. The
first part provides a methodological introduction, explores the cultural underpinnings of foreign
policy, and the role of culture in international affairs by reviewing the historiography and examining
the meaning of the word culture in the context of foreign relations. In the second part, contributors
analyze culture as a tool of foreign policy. They demonstrate how culture was instrumentalized for
diplomatic goals and purposes in different historical periods and world regions. The essays in the
third part expand the state-centered view and retrace informal cultural relations among nations and
peoples. This exploration of non-state cultural interaction focuses on the role of science, art,
religion, and tourism. The fourth part collects the findings and arguments of part one, two, and three
to define a roadmap for further scholarly inquiry. A group of commentators survey the preceding
essays, place them into a larger research context, and address the question Where do we go from
here? The last and fifth part presents a selection of primary sources along with individual comments
highlighting a new genre of resources scholars interested in culture and international relations can
consult.

cultural imperialism definition sociology: Handbook of Critical Race Theory in Education
Marvin Lynn, Adrienne D. Dixson, 2021-10-25 This handbook illustrates how education scholars
employ Critical Race Theory (CRT) as a framework to bring attention to issues of race and racism in
education. It is the first authoritative reference work to provide a truly comprehensive description
and analysis of the topic, from the defining conceptual principles of CRT in Law that gave shape to
its radical underpinnings to the political and social implications of the field today. It is divided into
six sections, covering innovations in educational research, policy and practice in both schools and in
higher education, and the increasing interdisciplinary nature of critical race research. New chapters
broaden the scope of theoretical lenses to include LatCrit, AsianCrit and Critical Race Feminism, as
well as coverage of Discrit Studies, Research Methods, and other recent updates to the field. This



handbook remains the definitive statement on the state of critical race theory in education and on its
possibilities for the future.
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