craftsman zts 6000 belt diagram

craftsman zts 6000 belt diagram is an essential resource for anyone looking
to maintain, repair, or replace the belts on their Craftsman ZTS 6000 zero-
turn mower. Understanding the belt layout and configuration is crucial for
proper operation and longevity of the mower’s drive system. This article
provides a detailed explanation of the Craftsman ZTS 6000 belt diagram,
including its components, belt routing, and troubleshooting tips.
Additionally, the guide covers how to identify the correct replacement belts
and offers step-by-step instructions for belt installation. Whether you are a
professional technician or a DIY enthusiast, this comprehensive overview will
help ensure your mower runs smoothly. The following sections delve into the
specifics of the belt system, common issues, and maintenance best practices.
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Overview of the Craftsman ZTS 6000 Belt System

The Craftsman ZTS 6000 belt system is a critical component that transfers
power from the engine to the mower’s blades and drive wheels. This zero-turn
mower utilizes multiple belts, each serving a specific function in the
overall operation of the machine. The primary belts include the engine belt,
which drives the mower deck, and the hydrostatic belts, which control the
movement of the wheels. Proper tension and alignment of these belts are vital
to avoid slippage, wear, and mechanical failure.

Understanding the layout and function of each belt helps in diagnosing issues
and performing timely repairs. The belts are typically made from durable
rubber compounds reinforced with fibers to withstand the stresses of mowing
on various terrains. The belt system also incorporates pulleys, idlers, and
tensioners that guide and maintain the belts’ optimal path and tension.

Components of the Belt System

The Craftsman ZTS 6000 belt system consists of several key components that
work together to ensure efficient power transmission:



Engine Drive Belt: Transfers power from the engine to the mower deck
blades.

Hydrostatic Drive Belts: Manage the movement of the left and right drive
wheels independently, enabling zero-turn capability.

Idler Pulleys: Maintain belt tension and allow smooth belt routing.

Tensioners: Devices that keep the belts tight to prevent slipping.

Pulleys: Guide the belts around shafts and components.

Understanding the Belt Diagram and Routing

The Craftsman ZTS 6000 belt diagram provides a visual representation of how
the belts are routed through the pulleys and components of the mower. This
diagram is essential for correctly installing belts, ensuring proper tension,
and preventing operational issues. The routing path typically starts at the
engine pulley, moves through idler pulleys and tensioners, and finally
reaches the mower deck blades and hydrostatic transmissions.

Accurate belt routing according to the diagram ensures that the mower’s
blades spin at the correct speed and the wheels respond properly to steering
inputs. Misrouting or incorrect tension can lead to belt damage or poor mower
performance.

Key Routing Points in the Diagram

The Craftsman ZTS 6000 belt diagram highlights several critical routing
points that users must pay close attention to:

e Engine Pulley: The starting point where the belt receives power from the
engine crankshaft.

e Deck Pulleys: These pulleys drive the cutting blades and are arranged to
maintain blade speed and synchronization.

e Idler Pulley Positions: Shown in the diagram to guide the belt properly
and maintain tension.

e Hydrostatic Transmission Pulleys: These connect the belts to the drive
system for wheel movement.

Following the belt diagram closely during installation or maintenance is
crucial for optimal mower function.



Identifying and Replacing Belts

Proper identification of the belts used in the Craftsman ZTS 6000 is
essential before performing replacements. The mower typically uses specific
belts for the deck and hydrostatic drives, each with unique lengths and
widths. Using OEM (Original Equipment Manufacturer) belts or high-quality
aftermarket replacements ensures durability and performance.

Replacement belts can be identified by part numbers, which correspond to the
Craftsman ZTS 6000 belt diagram specifications. Always consult the diagram or
the mower’s manual to verify the correct belt type and size before
purchasing.

Steps for Replacing Belts

Replacing belts on the Craftsman ZTS 6000 involves several careful steps to
ensure safety and proper installation:

1. Disconnect the mower’s spark plug to prevent accidental starting.

2. Remove the mower deck to access the belt system.

3. Refer to the Craftsman ZTS 6000 belt diagram for the correct routing.
4. Release tensioners or idler pulleys to free the old belt.

5. Remove the worn or damaged belt carefully.

6. Install the new belt following the exact routing path shown in the
diagram.

7. Re-engage tensioners and check belt tension according to manufacturer
specifications.

8. Reattach the mower deck and reconnect the spark plug.

9. Test the mower to ensure the belts operate smoothly without slipping or
noise.

Troubleshooting Common Belt Problems

Belts on the Craftsman ZTS 6000 can experience a variety of issues, including
slipping, cracking, breaking, or squealing noises. Troubleshooting these
problems requires an understanding of the belt system and reference to the
belt diagram to check for correct installation and tension.

Common causes of belt problems include improper tension, misalignment, worn
pulleys, or debris caught in the belt path. Early detection and resolution



prevent more extensive damage to the mower’s drive system.

Common Belt Issues and Solutions

Belt Slippage: Caused by loose tension or worn belts; adjust tensioners
or replace belts as needed.

Cracked or Frayed Belts: Indicate wear and require immediate replacement
to avoid breakage.

Squealing Noise: Often due to misaligned or contaminated belts; clean
pulleys and realign belts.

Broken Belts: Replace with a new belt following the Craftsman ZTS 6000
belt diagram to prevent recurrence.

Maintenance Tips for Belt Longevity

Proper maintenance of the Craftsman ZTS 6000 belt system extends the life of
the belts and ensures reliable mower performance. Regular inspection,
cleaning, and adjustment according to the belt diagram are essential
maintenance practices.

Keeping the belts free from dirt, oil, and debris, monitoring belt tension,
and replacing worn components will minimize downtime and repair costs.
Scheduled maintenance based on operating hours also helps maintain optimal
belt function.

Best Practices for Belt Care

e Inspect belts before each mowing season and after heavy use.

e Clean pulleys and belt surfaces to remove debris and buildup.

e Check and adjust belt tension regularly using the mower’s tensioners.
e Store the mower in a dry, shaded area to prevent belt deterioration.

e Replace belts proactively if signs of wear or damage appear.



Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the belt diagram for the Craftsman
ZTS 60007?

The belt diagram for the Craftsman ZTS 6000 can typically be found in the
owner's manual or service manual. It is also available on various online
forums and websites dedicated to lawn mower repairs.

What does the Craftsman ZTS 6000 belt diagram
illustrate?

The belt diagram illustrates the routing of the drive belts around the engine
pulleys, deck pulleys, and idler pulleys, showing the proper path to ensure
correct operation of the mower's cutting deck and drive system.

Why is the belt diagram important for the Craftsman
ZTS 60007?

The belt diagram is important because it helps users correctly install or
replace belts, preventing improper routing that could cause belt slippage,
damage, or mower malfunction.

How do I use the Craftsman ZTS 6000 belt diagram to
replace a bhelt?

First, remove the old belt and note its routing. Then, refer to the belt
diagram to correctly loop the new belt around the pulleys in the specified
order, ensuring it fits snugly and moves freely without obstruction.

Are there different belt diagrams for various
Craftsman ZTS 6000 models?

Yes, slight variations in belt routing may exist depending on the model year
or deck size. It is important to use the belt diagram specific to your
Craftsman ZTS 6000 model number for accurate routing.

Can I download a printable Craftsman ZTS 6000 belt
diagram?

Yes, many websites and forums offer downloadable and printable belt diagrams
in PDF or image formats. The official Sears PartsDirect website is also a
reliable source for official diagrams.



What tools do I need to follow the Craftsman ZTS
6000 belt diagram for belt replacement?

Common tools include a socket set or wrenches, screwdrivers, pliers, and
possibly a belt tensioner tool. Always consult the service manual for
specific tools required for your model.

What are common issues if the belt is installed
incorrectly on the Craftsman ZTS 60007?

Incorrect belt installation can cause poor mower performance, slipping belts,
unusual noises, uneven cutting, or damage to the belt and pulleys, leading to
costly repairs.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Craftsman ZTS 6000: A Complete Belt Diagram Guide

This book provides a detailed explanation of the Craftsman ZTS 6000 belt
system. It includes clear diagrams and step-by-step instructions for
maintenance and troubleshooting. Ideal for both beginners and experienced
users, it helps ensure your mower operates smoothly and efficiently.

2. Craftsman ZTS 6000 Maintenance and Repair Manual

A comprehensive manual focusing on all aspects of maintaining and repairing
the Craftsman ZTS 6000. The belt diagram section is particularly detailed,
helping users identify belt routing and replacement techniques. This book is
a valuable resource for DIY enthusiasts and professional technicians alike.

3. Belt Systems and Diagrams for Riding Lawn Mowers

This guide covers various belt systems used in popular riding lawn mowers,
including the Craftsman ZTS 6000. It explains the mechanics behind belt
operation and includes multiple diagrams for different models. Readers will
gain a solid understanding of how to install, adjust, and replace belts
properly.

4. The Essential Craftsman ZTS 6000 Troubleshooting Handbook

Focused on resolving common issues, this handbook helps users diagnose
problems related to belt wear and failure. It features detailed belt diagrams
to assist in identifying the correct belt paths and tensioning points. The
book also offers tips to extend the life of your mower’s belts.

5. DIY Craftsman ZTS 6000 Belt Replacement and Upgrades

This practical guide walks readers through the process of replacing and
upgrading belts on the Craftsman ZTS 6000. It includes safety precautions,
tool lists, and clear belt routing diagrams. Perfect for those looking to
enhance their mower's performance or restore it to original condition.

6. Riding Mower Belt Diagrams: A Visual Guide



A visually rich resource that compiles belt diagrams from multiple riding
mower models, including the Craftsman ZTS 6000. The book emphasizes visual
learning through detailed illustrations and labeled components. It is an
excellent reference for anyone needing quick and accurate belt routing
information.

7. Craftsman ZTS 6000 Parts and Belt System Explained

This book breaks down the parts of the Craftsman ZTS 6000 with an emphasis on
the belt system and its components. It includes exploded diagrams and parts
lists to help users identify and source replacements. The clear explanations
make it easier to understand how the belt system integrates with the mower’s
operation.

8. Preventative Maintenance for Craftsman Zero-Turn Mowers

An essential read for keeping your Craftsman zero-turn mower in peak
condition, this book covers routine maintenance tasks with a focus on belts.
It explains how to inspect belts for wear and proper tension using detailed
diagrams. The guide aims to prevent breakdowns and prolong the mower’s
lifespan through regular care.

9. Mastering Lawn Mower Mechanics: Craftsman ZTS 6000 Edition

Designed for mechanics and enthusiasts, this book dives deep into the
mechanical workings of the Craftsman ZTS 6000, including its belt system. It
features extensive diagrams and technical explanations to enhance
understanding of mower mechanics. Readers will gain the skills needed to
perform complex repairs and adjustments confidently.
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