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craftsman push mower model 917 manual is an essential resource for owners and
users of the Craftsman 917 series push mower. This manual provides
comprehensive guidance on assembly, operation, maintenance, troubleshooting,
and safety precautions to ensure optimal performance and longevity of the
lawn mower. Understanding the details contained in the Craftsman push mower
model 917 manual helps users maximize efficiency while maintaining safety
standards. Whether you are assembling the mower for the first time or
performing routine maintenance, the manual offers step-by-step instructions
tailored specifically for this model. This article explores the key sections
and features of the Craftsman push mower model 917 manual, including setup
instructions, maintenance tips, troubleshooting advice, and safety
guidelines. By following these expert recommendations, users can enjoy a
smooth mowing experience and extend the lifespan of their mower.
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Overview of Craftsman Push Mower Model 917

The Craftsman push mower model 917 is designed for homeowners seeking
reliable and efficient lawn care equipment. Known for its durability and ease
of use, this model features a powerful engine, adjustable cutting heights,
and a lightweight frame for maneuverability. The mower is equipped with a
high-quality blade system that ensures a clean and even cut across various
grass types. The Craftsman 917 model emphasizes user comfort, incorporating
ergonomic handles and a straightforward control layout. The mower’s
construction prioritizes longevity, utilizing rust-resistant materials and
robust components suitable for regular use. Understanding the specifications
and features of the Craftsman push mower model 917 is crucial before
proceeding with assembly and operation.

Assembly Instructions

Proper assembly is critical to ensure the mower operates safely and
efficiently. The Craftsman push mower model 917 manual provides detailed,
step-by-step instructions to guide users through the setup process. Following
these guidelines helps avoid damage to parts and ensures the mower functions
correctly from the start.



Unpacking and Preparing Components

Begin by carefully unpacking all parts and verifying that all components
listed in the manual are present. Organize hardware and tools to streamline
assembly. The manual includes a parts list with illustrations to assist in
identifying each piece.

Attaching the Handle and Controls

Secure the mower handle to the main frame using the provided bolts and
washers. The manual specifies torque settings to avoid over-tightening.
Connect the control cables as instructed to enable throttle and blade
engagement. Proper alignment ensures smooth operation.

Installing the Grass Catcher and Blade

Attach the grass catcher bag securely to the mower’s rear discharge chute.
Install the cutting blade carefully, using a wrench to tighten the blade bolt
as per the manual’s specifications. Balancing the blade correctly is
essential to minimize vibration and wear.

Operating the Mower

Operating the Craftsman push mower model 917 effectively requires familiarity
with its controls and optimal mowing techniques. The manual provides
comprehensive instructions to help users achieve the best results.

Starting the Engine

Before starting, ensure fuel and oil levels meet the manufacturer’s
recommendations. Position the mower on a flat surface, engage the safety
lever, and use the recoil starter or electric start if equipped. The manual
outlines the correct sequence to avoid engine flooding or stalling.

Adjusting Cutting Height

The mower offers multiple cutting height settings to accommodate different
grass lengths and conditions. Adjust the height using the lever mechanism
described in the manual. Selecting the appropriate height promotes healthy
lawn growth and reduces strain on the mower.

Mowing Techniques

For efficient mowing, overlap each pass slightly to ensure even coverage.
Avoid mowing wet grass to prevent clumping and potential damage. The manual
recommends mowing at a steady pace and using the grass catcher to maintain a
clean lawn appearance.



Maintenance and Care

Routine maintenance is vital for the longevity and performance of the
Craftsman push mower model 917. The manual details maintenance schedules and
procedures to keep the mower in optimal condition.

Regular Cleaning

After each use, clean the mower deck and blade area to remove grass clippings
and debris. This prevents rust and ensures proper blade function. Use a brush
or compressed air as recommended in the manual.

Oil and Air Filter Changes

Change the engine oil according to the intervals specified in the manual,
typically after every 25 hours of operation. Replace or clean the air filter
regularly to maintain engine efficiency and reduce emissions.

Blade Sharpening and Replacement

Sharp blades provide clean cuts and reduce engine strain. The manual advises
checking blade sharpness before each mowing season and sharpening or
replacing blades as needed. Follow safety precautions when handling blades.

Storage Recommendations

For off-season storage, drain fuel or add stabilizer, clean the mower
thoroughly, and store it in a dry, sheltered location. The manual includes
detailed storage instructions to prevent damage during periods of inactivity.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

The Craftsman push mower model 917 manual includes a troubleshooting section
to assist users in diagnosing and resolving common problems. This guidance
helps avoid unnecessary repairs and downtime.

Engine Won’t Start

Check fuel levels, spark plug condition, and air filter cleanliness. The
manual suggests inspecting the choke position and primer bulb for proper
function. Replacing faulty spark plugs or cleaning components often resolves
this issue.

Poor Cutting Performance

Dull blades, incorrect cutting height, or clogged discharge areas can reduce
cutting quality. The manual recommends blade sharpening, height adjustment,
and thorough cleaning to restore performance.



Excessive Vibration

Imbalanced or damaged blades often cause vibration. Inspect blades for damage
and balance according to the manual’s instructions. Tighten all bolts and
fasteners to eliminate looseness.

Safety Guidelines and Precautions

Safety is paramount when operating lawn equipment. The Craftsman push mower
model 917 manual emphasizes important safety practices to protect users and
bystanders during mower operation and maintenance.

Personal Protective Equipment

Always wear sturdy footwear, eye protection, and hearing protection while
operating the mower. Avoid loose clothing that could become entangled in
moving parts.

Safe Operating Practices

Operate the mower on stable ground, avoiding steep slopes and obstacles. Keep
children and pets away from the mowing area. Use the mower only in daylight
or well-lit conditions.

Maintenance Safety

Disconnect the spark plug wire before performing any maintenance or blade
adjustments to prevent accidental starting. Use appropriate tools and follow
manual instructions precisely.

Wear protective gear including gloves and safety glasses

Keep hands and feet away from blade area when mower is running

Do not operate under the influence of alcohol or drugs

Ensure mower is turned off and cool before refueling

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the manual for the Craftsman push
mower model 917?

You can find the manual for the Craftsman push mower model 917 on the
official Sears PartsDirect website or by searching for 'Craftsman 917 push
mower manual PDF' on trusted manual repository websites.



What are common maintenance tips mentioned in the
Craftsman push mower model 917 manual?

Common maintenance tips include regularly checking and replacing the air
filter, sharpening or replacing the mower blade, changing the oil, cleaning
the mower deck, and inspecting the spark plug.

How do I troubleshoot the engine not starting on the
Craftsman push mower model 917?

The manual suggests checking the fuel level, ensuring the spark plug is clean
and properly connected, verifying the safety switch is engaged, and
inspecting the air filter for dirt or blockage.

What type of oil is recommended for the Craftsman
push mower model 917?

The manual typically recommends SAE 30 oil for temperatures above 40°F and
5W-30 synthetic oil for colder temperatures, but you should confirm the exact
oil type specified in your manual.

How do I adjust the cutting height on the Craftsman
push mower model 917?

According to the manual, use the height adjustment lever located near the
wheels to raise or lower the cutting deck to the desired height setting.

Can I order replacement parts for the Craftsman push
mower model 917 using the manual?

Yes, the manual includes part numbers and diagrams which can be used to order
replacement parts from authorized dealers or online parts suppliers.

Additional Resources
1. The Complete Guide to Craftsman Push Mowers: Model 917 Edition
This comprehensive manual covers everything you need to know about the
Craftsman Push Mower model 917. From assembly and maintenance to
troubleshooting common issues, this guide ensures your mower runs smoothly
season after season. Detailed illustrations and easy-to-follow instructions
make it perfect for both beginners and experienced users.

2. DIY Lawn Care: Maintaining Your Craftsman Push Mower 917
Focused on do-it-yourself enthusiasts, this book provides practical tips on
maintaining and repairing the Craftsman model 917 push mower. It includes
step-by-step guides on blade sharpening, engine tune-ups, and cleaning
techniques to keep your mower in peak condition. The author shares expert
advice to extend the life of your equipment.

3. Troubleshooting Craftsman Push Mower Model 917
This troubleshooting manual helps users diagnose and fix common problems with
the Craftsman 917 push mower. It covers engine issues, starting problems, and
cutting inconsistencies, offering clear solutions to get you back on the lawn



quickly. The book also explains preventive maintenance to avoid future
breakdowns.

4. Craftsman 917 Push Mower Repair and Maintenance Handbook
A detailed handbook focused on repair and upkeep, this book guides users
through routine maintenance tasks and more complex repairs. It includes tips
on oil changes, spark plug replacement, and carburetor cleaning specific to
the Craftsman 917 model. The practical advice helps prolong mower lifespan
and improve performance.

5. Understanding Small Engine Mechanics: Craftsman Push Mower 917 Focus
This book dives into the mechanics of small engines, using the Craftsman 917
push mower as a case study. Readers gain a deeper understanding of how their
mower functions, from the engine to the drive system. Ideal for those
interested in mechanical knowledge and hands-on repairs.

6. Seasonal Lawn Equipment Care: Craftsman Model 917 Push Mower
Covering seasonal maintenance, this guide helps owners prepare their
Craftsman 917 push mower for winter storage and spring startup. It outlines
proper cleaning, fuel stabilization, and part inspection to prevent damage
during off-seasons. The book also provides tips on environmental care and
safety.

7. Craftsman Push Mower Model 917 User’s Illustrated Manual
An illustrated manual designed for easy reference, this book presents all the
essential information needed to operate the Craftsman 917 push mower
effectively. It includes safety instructions, operating tips, and detailed
diagrams to assist users in understanding their equipment thoroughly.

8. Eco-Friendly Lawn Care with Craftsman Push Mower 917
This environmentally conscious guide promotes sustainable lawn care practices
using the Craftsman 917 push mower. It suggests ways to minimize emissions,
reduce noise pollution, and maintain healthy grass without harmful chemicals.
The book integrates mower maintenance with eco-friendly landscaping
techniques.

9. Craftsman Push Mower 917: Parts and Accessories Catalog
An essential resource for replacement parts and upgrades, this catalog lists
all components compatible with the Craftsman model 917 push mower. It helps
users identify the right parts for repairs or enhancements, complete with
part numbers and installation tips. Perfect for DIY repairs or professional
maintenance.
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