
crash course literature great gatsby
crash course literature great gatsby offers an essential and concise overview of F.
Scott Fitzgerald’s iconic novel, *The Great Gatsby*. This article provides a detailed
exploration of key themes, characters, and historical context, making it an excellent
resource for students, educators, and literature enthusiasts seeking a comprehensive
understanding. By focusing on the novel’s symbolism, narrative structure, and socio-
economic backdrop, this crash course brings clarity to the complex layers embedded within
the story. Readers will also gain insights into Fitzgerald’s critique of the American Dream
and the Jazz Age, which are central to the novel’s enduring relevance. This guide will serve
as a robust foundation for analyzing *The Great Gatsby* in academic settings or personal
study. The following sections outline the major topics covered in this crash course literature
great gatsby breakdown.

Historical Context and Background

Main Characters and Character Analysis

Themes and Motifs in The Great Gatsby

Symbolism and Literary Devices

Narrative Structure and Point of View

Critical Reception and Legacy

Historical Context and Background
Understanding the historical context of *The Great Gatsby* is crucial to fully grasping its
themes and characters. Written in 1925, the novel is set during the Roaring Twenties, a
period marked by economic prosperity, cultural upheaval, and social change in the United
States. This era, also known as the Jazz Age, saw the rise of jazz music, flapper culture, and
increased consumerism, all of which influence the novel’s atmosphere and events.
Additionally, Prohibition, the nationwide constitutional ban on alcohol, creates a backdrop of
illicit parties and underground dealings, reflected in Gatsby’s mysterious wealth and
extravagant lifestyle.

The Roaring Twenties and Jazz Age Influence
The Jazz Age is central to the novel’s setting, characterized by a spirit of rebellion and
liberation. Fitzgerald captures this mood through lavish descriptions of Gatsby’s parties,
which symbolize both the era’s glamour and its underlying moral decay. The music, fashion,
and social dynamics of the time provide a vivid backdrop that shapes the characters’
behaviors and aspirations.



Prohibition and Social Stratification
Prohibition significantly affects the social fabric in *The Great Gatsby*, as illegal alcohol
trade becomes a symbol of both opportunity and corruption. The novel also explores class
distinctions, contrasting the old money elite with nouveau riche characters like Gatsby, who
seeks acceptance and status through wealth. These tensions highlight the rigid social
hierarchies and the elusive nature of the American Dream during this period.

Main Characters and Character Analysis
The characters in *The Great Gatsby* are complex and emblematic of broader social
themes. Each major figure embodies different aspects of the American Dream, morality,
and identity, making character analysis essential in this crash course literature great gatsby
review.

Jay Gatsby
Jay Gatsby is the enigmatic millionaire whose lavish lifestyle and mysterious past drive the
novel’s plot. His relentless pursuit of Daisy Buchanan symbolizes the idealized American
Dream, marked by hope, ambition, and ultimately, disillusionment. Gatsby’s character
explores themes of reinvention, love, and the moral ambiguity of wealth acquisition.

Daisy Buchanan
Daisy represents both beauty and superficiality, embodying the allure and fragility of the
upper class. Her indecisiveness and materialism underscore the novel’s critique of social
values, as she becomes a symbol of unattainable desire and the emptiness beneath
glittering facades.

Nick Carraway
Nick serves as the novel’s narrator and moral compass, offering a reflective and often
critical perspective on the events and characters. His Midwestern values contrast with the
extravagance he observes, positioning him as both participant and observer in the
unfolding drama.

Other Key Characters

Tom Buchanan: Daisy’s wealthy and arrogant husband, representing old money and
entitlement.

Jordan Baker: A professional golfer and Daisy’s friend, embodying modern women’s
independence and moral ambiguity.

Myrtle Wilson: Tom’s mistress, illustrating class struggles and the consequences of
desire.



Themes and Motifs in The Great Gatsby
Fitzgerald’s novel is rich with themes and motifs that explore American society’s
complexities. This section examines the most significant themes to deepen understanding
of the text’s message and cultural critique.

The American Dream
The American Dream is central to *The Great Gatsby*, portrayed as both inspiring and
ultimately hollow. Gatsby’s rise from poverty to wealth reflects the dream’s promise, yet his
failure to attain true happiness reveals its limitations and the corruption underlying material
success.

Class and Social Status
The novel scrutinizes the rigid class structures of 1920s America, contrasting the
established aristocracy with self-made wealth. These distinctions influence characters’
interactions and destinies, highlighting the social barriers that persist despite economic
mobility.

Love and Desire
Romantic relationships in the novel expose the tension between idealism and reality.
Gatsby’s idealized love for Daisy clashes with her shallow nature and societal constraints,
illustrating the conflict between genuine emotion and social expectations.

Decay and Corruption
Recurring motifs of moral decay and physical deterioration, such as the Valley of Ashes,
symbolize the consequences of unchecked ambition and ethical decline in pursuit of wealth
and status.

Symbolism and Literary Devices
Symbolism and literary techniques enrich *The Great Gatsby*, adding depth and nuance to
its narrative. This section highlights key symbols and devices that enhance the novel’s
thematic complexity.

The Green Light
The green light at the end of Daisy’s dock symbolizes Gatsby’s hopes and dreams,
representing both aspiration and the elusive nature of the American Dream. It serves as a
constant reminder of Gatsby’s longing and the distance between reality and idealism.

The Valley of Ashes
This desolate area between West Egg and New York City represents moral and social decay,
reflecting the consequences of industrialization and the emptiness beneath the glittering



surface of wealth.

Colors and Imagery
Fitzgerald employs color symbolism extensively, with colors like gold, white, and yellow
conveying themes of wealth, innocence, and corruption. Vivid imagery throughout the novel
creates contrasts between appearance and reality, reinforcing its central conflicts.

Foreshadowing and Irony
Foreshadowing hints at the novel’s tragic ending, while irony underscores the disparity
between characters’ dreams and outcomes. These devices contribute to the novel’s tension
and critical tone.

Narrative Structure and Point of View
The narrative techniques in *The Great Gatsby* play a crucial role in shaping readers’
understanding and engagement. This section explores Fitzgerald’s use of perspective and
storytelling methods.

Nick Carraway as Narrator
Nick’s first-person narration provides a subjective but insightful view of the story. His
reliability and biases influence how events and characters are presented, inviting readers to
question and interpret the narrative critically.

Nonlinear Timeline
The novel’s structure includes flashbacks and retrospective narration, gradually revealing
characters’ histories and motivations. This approach builds suspense and deepens
emotional impact.

Use of Dialogue and Description
Fitzgerald’s balanced use of dialogue and descriptive passages creates vivid
characterizations and settings, enhancing the novel’s immersive quality and thematic
resonance.

Critical Reception and Legacy
Since its publication, *The Great Gatsby* has undergone varied critical reception but has
ultimately secured its place as a cornerstone of American literature. This section addresses
the novel’s evolving reputation and cultural impact.



Initial Reception
Upon release, the novel received mixed reviews and modest sales, with some critics
praising its style while others questioned its moral outlook. Over time, however, its literary
merits gained recognition.

Modern Criticism and Interpretation
Contemporary scholars analyze the novel through diverse lenses, including feminist,
Marxist, and postcolonial perspectives. These interpretations highlight its complexity and
relevance to ongoing societal issues.

Adaptations and Cultural Influence
The novel has inspired numerous film, theater, and literary adaptations, cementing its
status in popular culture. Its themes continue to resonate, influencing discussions about
wealth, identity, and the American Dream.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of The Great Gatsby discussed
in Crash Course Literature?
The main theme discussed is the decline of the American Dream, illustrating how wealth
and status do not necessarily lead to happiness or moral integrity.

How does Crash Course Literature describe the
character of Jay Gatsby?
Crash Course Literature portrays Gatsby as a mysterious and wealthy figure whose
extravagant lifestyle masks his deep longing and idealism, particularly his obsession with
Daisy Buchanan.

What role does the setting of The Great Gatsby play
according to Crash Course Literature?
The setting, mainly the contrasting areas of West Egg and East Egg, symbolizes the social
divide and the different attitudes towards wealth and class in 1920s America.

How does Crash Course Literature interpret the
symbolism of the green light in The Great Gatsby?
The green light is interpreted as a symbol of Gatsby's hope and the elusive nature of the
American Dream, representing his desire for a future with Daisy that remains just out of
reach.



What does Crash Course Literature say about the
narrative perspective in The Great Gatsby?
The narrative is told from Nick Carraway's point of view, which provides a somewhat
unreliable and subjective lens, influencing how the story and Gatsby himself are perceived.

According to Crash Course Literature, how does The
Great Gatsby critique 1920s American society?
The novel critiques the superficiality, moral decay, and materialism of the 1920s, exposing
the emptiness behind the era's glamour and the false promise of the American Dream.

Additional Resources
1. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
This classic American novel explores themes of decadence, idealism, resistance to change,
social upheaval, and excess during the Jazz Age. It tells the story of the mysterious
millionaire Jay Gatsby and his obsession with the beautiful Daisy Buchanan. The novel
critiques the American Dream and is celebrated for its rich symbolism and lyrical prose.

2. This Side of Paradise by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Fitzgerald’s debut novel follows the life of Amory Blaine, a young man who grapples with
love, ambition, and identity in the post-World War I era. The book provides insight into the
Lost Generation’s disillusionment and explores themes of wealth, class, and the search for
meaning. It serves as a precursor to the themes explored in The Great Gatsby.

3. The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway
Set in the 1920s, this novel captures the lives of American and British expatriates as they
travel from Paris to Spain. Hemingway’s sparse, direct style contrasts with Fitzgerald’s
lyrical prose, but both authors examine the disillusionment of the Lost Generation. Themes
of love, masculinity, and aimlessness resonate with Gatsby’s social milieu.

4. Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller
This seminal American play explores the myth of the American Dream through the tragic
story of Willy Loman, a struggling salesman. Like Gatsby, Willy is driven by idealistic
aspirations that ultimately lead to his downfall. The work critiques materialism and societal
expectations in mid-20th-century America.

5. The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger
This novel follows Holden Caulfield, a disaffected teenager who navigates the complexities
of adulthood and identity. Themes of alienation and the critique of superficiality echo some
of the emotional undercurrents found in The Great Gatsby. Salinger’s work offers a mid-
century perspective on youthful idealism and societal disconnection.

6. Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison
A profound exploration of African American identity and social invisibility, this novel delves
into issues of race, individuality, and systemic oppression. While thematically different from
Gatsby’s focus on wealth and class, both novels examine the complexities of American



society and the pursuit of self-definition.

7. The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton
Set in upper-class New York society in the 1870s, this novel critiques the rigidity and
hypocrisy of social conventions. Like The Great Gatsby, it explores themes of love, societal
expectation, and the conflict between individual desire and social obligation. Wharton’s
detailed social commentary provides a historical backdrop to the world that influenced
Fitzgerald.

8. Beloved by Toni Morrison
This powerful novel addresses the legacy of slavery and the struggle for identity and
freedom. Morrison’s rich storytelling and exploration of memory and trauma offer a
profound look at American history and personal redemption. Though different in setting, it
shares Gatsby’s deep engagement with the American experience.

9. American Psycho by Bret Easton Ellis
A dark and satirical critique of 1980s consumerism and excess, this novel explores themes
of identity, wealth, and moral decay. Its portrayal of a wealthy, morally bankrupt
protagonist draws a modern parallel to Gatsby’s world of opulence and emptiness. Ellis’s
work offers a contemporary counterpoint to Fitzgerald’s Jazz Age critique.
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Course, Book + Online Dawn Hogue, 2024-12-20 1 Full-Length Online Practice Exam for AP®
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within a few minutes of your purchase.
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teachers recommend.
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Min Jin Lee, the New York Times bestselling author of Pachinko, and extensive resources to enhance
discussion of it in classrooms The basis for the Broadway musical starring Jeremy Jordan and Eva
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Noblezada One of The Atlantic's Great American Novels of the Past 100 Years Young, handsome, and
fabulously rich, Jay Gatsby seems to have everything. But at his mansion east of New York City, in
West Egg, Long Island, where the party never seems to end, he's often alone in the glittering Jazz
Age crowd, watching and waiting, as speculation swirls around him--that he's a bootlegger, that he
was a German spy during the war, that he even killed a man. As writer Nick Carraway is drawn into
this decadent orbit, he begins to see beneath the shimmering surface of the enigmatic Gatsby, for
whom one thing will always be out of reach: Nick's cousin, the married Daisy Buchanan, whose
house is visible from Gatsby's just across the bay. A brilliant evocation of the Roaring Twenties and a
satire of a postwar America obsessed with wealth and status, The Great Gatsby is a novel whose
power remains undiminished after a century. This edition, based on scholarship dating back to the
novel's first publication in 1925, restores Fitzgerald's masterpiece to the original American classic
he envisioned, and features an introduction addressing how gender, race, class, and sexuality
complicate the pursuit of the American Dream and suggestions of a wide variety of multimedia
resources for exploring the novel's themes.
  crash course literature great gatsby: Crash Course in Basic Cataloging with RDA
Heather Lea Moulaison, Raegan Wiechert Assistant Professor, 2015-10-01 Covering tools,
terminology, and the FRBR-based RDA approach to description, this book explains the current
principles of organization of information and basic cataloging practices for non-catalogers, enabling
readers to understand elements of the cataloging process and interact with records in a basic
manner. Organization of information and cataloging is often the most daunting task for library
technicians and non-catalogers working in the library. New RDA cataloging rules can be baffling for
even the more seasoned catalogers. Written by two authors with 20 years' combined experience in
cataloging instruction, Crash Course in Basic Cataloging with RDA approaches current principles of
organization of information and cataloging practices from a basic standpoint for non-catalogers. It
makes a complex topic easy to understand and a complicated practice doable for those without the
proper training and necessary experience. The book gives readers a basic understanding of
organization of information and cataloging practice, explaining how records are created and the
approaches to different formats of information in libraries, including MARC records and encoding
RDA cataloging records; offering assistance in applying RDA; identifying the cataloger's tools; and
providing non-technical explanations for the tasks that today's catalogers do. It contains an
introduction, a bibliography/webliography, and three appendices of additional resources (Cataloging
Tools, Resources for Catalogers, and Sample Catalog Records).
  crash course literature great gatsby: The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald, 2025-10-07 A
fully annotated editon of The Great Gatsby, which has captivated generations of readers and shaped
our understanding of ambition, entitlement, and the American Dream. The Great Gatsby is part of a
collection of annotated classics inspired by the popular Crash Course Lit video series and its mission
to explore how to read and why. Reading critically is more than a treasure hunt for symbols and
themes. It means looking closely at a text and paying attention to the subtle ways the author is
trying to communicate the full complexity of human experience. Reading critically and
understanding language builds a fuller understanding of lives other than your own, helps you to be
more empathetic, and can give you the linguistic tools to share your own story with more precision.
The books' annotations will guide readers to a better understanding of complex texts and model an
approach to thoughtful reading that gives us better ways to communicate and connect to each other.
  crash course literature great gatsby: Crash Course in Readers' Advisory Cynthia Orr,
2014-12-05 One of the key services librarians provide is helping readers find books they'll enjoy.
This crash course will furnish you with the basic, practical information you need to excel at readers'
advisory (RA) for adults and teens. The question can you recommend a good book? can be one of the
most daunting you face, notwithstanding the fact that recommender tools are ubiquitous. Often,
uncertainty arises because, although librarians are called on to perform such services daily, readers'
advisory is a skill set in which most have no formal training. This guide will remedy that. It is built
around understanding books, reading, and readers and will quickly show you how to identify reading



preferences and advise patrons effectively. You'll learn about multiple RA approaches, such as
genre, appeal features, and reading interests and about essential tools that can help with RA. Plus,
you'll discover tips to help you keep up with this ever-changing field. There is no other professional
book that covers the full spectrum of skills needed to perform the RA service that is in such great
demand in libraries of all kinds. Helping readers find what they want is a sure way to serve patrons
and build your library's brand. You will come away from this easy-to-understand crash course with
the solid background you need to do both.
  crash course literature great gatsby: The Illustrated Timeline of Western Literature Carol
Strickland, 2007 Professors, students, and anyone who loves to read will want this fascinating and
attractive volume. Beginning with great works from Antiquity to the Middle Ages, this literary
timeline gallops from Mesopotamian pictograms and Julius Caesar’s Commentaries on the Gallic to
Renaissance and Baroque masterworks by Machiavelli and Moli�re, and on to modernism. Along the
way, it presents the birth of the novel, Gothic chills, Thomas Paine’s rabble-rousing, as well as
landmark French and Russian authors, Emerson’s essays, and the first detective story by Poe.
Victoriana, the Aesthetic Movement, Utopian Literature, and Naturalism make their appearance, all
the way up to today’s Tom Stoppard and Tony Kushner. There’s a detailed introduction, plus
color-coding to show whether a work is poetry, fiction, non-fiction, or drama.
  crash course literature great gatsby: The Digital Future of English Simone Murray,
2025-07-18 More than any other academic discipline, literary studies is the creation of print culture.
How then can it thrive in the digital era? Early 1990s predictions of the book's imminent demise
presented a simplistic either/or choice between the legacy of moribund print and triumphalist digital
technology. Yet we have grown to experience the two media as complexly interdependent and even
complementary. Clearly, digital does not kill print. But literary studies in the digital era cannot
simply resume business as usual. It is urgently necessary to reconsider the discipline's founding
assumptions in light of digital technology. The digital era prompts a rethinking of literary studies'
object of study, as well as its methods, theories, audiences and pedagogical practices. What counts
as literature necessarily shifts in an age of proliferating born-digital texts and do-it-yourself (DIY)
online publication. Where should literary studies sit institutionally, and how might it graft
contextually-oriented social sciences methods onto its traditionally humanistic mode of textual
analysis? Why should literary study continue to marginalize emotional responses to texts when
online communities bond via readerly affect? Who is the audience for literary criticism in an age
where expertise is routinely challenged yet communication with global book-loving publics has never
been technologically easier? Finally, how can we utilize digital tools to rejuvenate literary studies
pedagogy and help English staff better connect with millennial-age students? Literary studies has
been convulsed for decades by debates over electronic literature and, more recently, digitally-aided
'distant reading'. But these discussions still mostly confine themselves to demarcating our proper
object of study. We need to think more expansively about digital technology's impact on the
underpinning tenets of the discipline. Literary Media Studies is pitched at fellow literary scholars,
book historians, media theorists, cultural sociologists, digital humanists and those working at the
interface of these converging disciplines. It models constructive engagement with contemporary
digital culture. Most importantly, it brings a burst of sorely needed optimism to the question of
literary studies' digital future.
  crash course literature great gatsby: The English Problem Beena Kamlani, 2025-01-28 A
young Indian man is tapped to help his country’s fight for freedom—but his heart engages him in a
different war. “Grand, sweeping, mesmerizing . . . a richly detailed, politically profound story of love,
of migration, of individuals caught up in the great convulsions of history.”—Joseph O’Neill,
PEN/Faulkner Award–winning author of Godwin Shiv Advani is an eighteen-year-old growing up in
India. But he is no ordinary young man. Shiv has been personally chosen by Mahatma Gandhi to
come to England, learn their laws, and then return home and help drive the British out of India.
Before he leaves, his family insists he fulfill his arranged marriage, and he is hastily betrothed to a
young woman he hardly knows. He arrives in London and soon discovers a world he is both repelled



by and drawn to. Shiv knows his duty: get in, learn the letter of the law, get out. But as anyone who
has ever lived in a British colony can tell you, “the English Problem” is multifaceted. The racist
colonialism of “the empire on which the sun never sets” seeps into everything—not just landed
territories, but territories of the mind: literature, language, religion, sexuality, self-identity. Soon the
people Shiv sought to be liberated from will be the people he desperately wants to be a part of. In
the end, Shiv must fight not only for his country’s liberation but also his own. Set against the
backdrop of the Indian independence movement, with appearances by historical figures such as
Virginia and Leonard Woolf and Mahatma Gandhi, The English Problem is so self-assured and
ambitious, it is hard to believe it is a debut.
  crash course literature great gatsby: Minimalism and Affect in American Literature,
1970-2020 Oliver Haslam, 2024-09-05 Theorizes the development of a minimalist mode in American
fiction since 1970, frequently seen to interrogate US postmodernity. Minimalism and Affect in
American Literature, 1970-2020 responds to existing studies of literary minimalism by pursuing
three original and interrelated objectives. It provides a more inclusive and precise definition of
minimalism that enables further inquiry into the mode. It also exposes the presence of minimalism
beyond critical demarcations that attempt to limit the aesthetic to a particular school, medium,
movement, form or decade. Finally, it argues that writers of American literary minimalism are
uniquely privileged in their ability to formalize precarity and threatening cultural currents into the
fragile construct that is ordinary life. Building upon theories of affect and the everyday, Minimalism
and Affect in American Literature, 1970-2020 analyses minimalist aesthetics within the works of
canonical minimalists alongside writers more frequently associated with other movements. Through
readings of Ernest Hemingway, Joan Didion, Raymond Carver, Paul Auster and Don DeLillo, among
others, and cultural phenomena ranging from sedation to telephony, this book exposes the
persistence and political importance of minimalism within American literature from the 20th century
into the 21st.
  crash course literature great gatsby: Twentieth Century American Literature Warren French,
1980-11-01
  crash course literature great gatsby: The Continuum Encyclopedia of American Literature
Steven R. Serafin, Alfred Bendixen, 2005-09-01 More than ten years in the making, this
comprehensive single-volume literary survey is for the student, scholar, and general reader. The
Continuum Encyclopedia of American Literature represents a collaborative effort, involving 300
contributors from across the US and Canada. Composed of more than 1,100 signed
biographical-critical entries, this Encyclopedia serves as both guide and companion to the study and
appreciation of American literature. A special feature is the topical article, of which there are 70.
  crash course literature great gatsby: Literature Cory Bell, 1999 Each title in this compact
series takes a lighthearted look at its subjects and gives readers an entertaining and informative
overview. Readers who don't know Virgil from Vonnegut, Milton from Mailer, or Beowulf from
Berryman can soon become conversant literati, thanks to this compact and instructive course.
  crash course literature great gatsby: Campus Crisis James D. Hardy, Jr., Ann Martin,
2017-07-14 Universities have stood for 900 years in Western culture with most of their institutional
structures essentially unchanged. They still serve three basic functions: educating the faculty,
teaching students and gathering knowledge. Funding is, and always has been, the main difficulty
within universities and most of the problems critics point to can be traced to a lack of it--universities,
it seems, are always in crisis. The authors demonstrate that universities are in fact doing well. They
generate an immense amount of research and drive the development of new technologies. On the
whole, faculty members teach pretty well and students are in fact learning (at least something), and
the challenges of inadequate funding are faced with adequate success.
  crash course literature great gatsby: Twentieth Century Fiction George Woodcock,
1983-04-01
  crash course literature great gatsby: Great Writers Student Library: 20th century
American literature , 1979



  crash course literature great gatsby: American World Literature: An Introduction Paul Giles,
2018-12-03 A scholarly review of American world literature from early times to the postmodernist
era American World Literature: An Introduction explores how the subject of American Literature has
evolved from a national into a global phenomenon. As the author, Paul Giles – a noted expert on the
topic – explains, today American Literature is understood as engaging with the wider world rather
than merely with local or national circumstances. The book offers an examination of these changing
conceptions of representation in both a critical and an historical context. The author examines how
the perception of American culture has changed significantly over time and how this has been an
object of widespread social and political debate. From examples of early American literature to
postmodernism, the book charts ways in which the academic subject areas of American Literature
and World Literature have converged – and diverged – over the past generations. Written for
students of American literature at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels and in all areas of
historical specialization, American World Literature offers an authoritative guide to global
phenomena of American World literature and how this subject has undergone crucial changes in
perception over the past thirty years.
  crash course literature great gatsby: Reference Guide to American Literature Jim Kamp,
1994 Now in its 3rd edition, the Reference Guide to American Literature focuses on the rich
diversity of individuals that comprise an important group of American novelists, poets, dramatists
and essayists. Entries include expanded multi-ethnic representation and profile more African
Americans, and for the first time, Asian, Hispanic and Native American writers and works, as well as
writers who concentrate on women's and gay and lesbian issues.
  crash course literature great gatsby: The Virgin of Bennington Kathleen Norris,
2002-04-02 Shy and sheltered as a young woman, Kathleen Norris wasn't prepared for the sex,
drugs, and bohemianism of Bennington College in the late 1960s—and when she moved to New York
City after graduation, it was a case of out of the frying pan and into the fire. In this chronicle, Norris
remembers the education she received, both formal and fortuitous; the influence of her mentor Betty
Kray, who shunned the spotlight while serving as a guiding force in the poetry world of the late 20th
century; her encounters with such figures as James Merrill, Jim Carroll, Denise Levertov, Stanley
Kunitz, Patti Smith, and Erica Jong; and her eventual decision to leave Manhattan for the
less-crowded landscape she described so memorably in Dakota. This account of the making of a
young writer will resonate with anyone who has stumbled bravely into a bigger world and found the
poetry that lurks on rooftops and in railroad apartments—and with anyone who has enjoyed the
blessings of inspiring teachers and great friends.
  crash course literature great gatsby: Reference Guide to American Literature D. L.
Kirkpatrick, 1987
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