crawford county historical society

crawford county historical society plays a vital role in preserving and celebrating the
rich heritage of Crawford County. Established to safeguard the county's historical
artifacts, documents, and stories, this organization serves as a custodian of local culture
and history. Through its dedicated efforts, the society offers educational programs,
exhibitions, and community events that bring the past to life for residents and visitors
alike. Whether you are a history enthusiast, researcher, or simply someone interested in
the development of Crawford County, the historical society provides invaluable resources
and insights. This article explores the origins, mission, and activities of the Crawford
County Historical Society, highlighting its importance in maintaining the county’s unique
historical identity. Detailed information on its collections, educational outreach, and
volunteer opportunities will also be provided to illustrate how it engages with the
community. The following sections offer a comprehensive overview of the Crawford
County Historical Society’s contributions and ongoing projects.
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e Membership and Volunteer Opportunities

History and Mission of the Crawford County
Historical Society

The Crawford County Historical Society was founded with the purpose of preserving the
county’s historical artifacts and promoting awareness of its cultural heritage. Since its
inception, the organization has committed itself to collecting, conserving, and interpreting
the history of Crawford County. The society’s mission emphasizes the importance of
safeguarding local history for future generations while fostering a deeper understanding
of the county’s past among residents and visitors.

Founding and Development

The society was established by local historians and community leaders who recognized the
need to protect the county’s historical records and artifacts. Over time, it has developed
into a respected institution that maintains an extensive archive and hosts various



programs. Its growth reflects the community’s ongoing interest in preserving its historical
identity and educating the public about Crawford County’s diverse heritage.

Core Objectives

The primary objectives of the Crawford County Historical Society include:

e Collecting and preserving historical documents, photographs, and artifacts related to
Crawford County.

e Providing educational resources and programs to schools and the public.
e Promoting local history through exhibitions, lectures, and publications.

e Advocating for the preservation of significant historical sites within the county.

Collections and Archives

The Crawford County Historical Society maintains a comprehensive collection of historical
materials that document the county’s development from its early settlement to the present
day. These archives serve as a valuable resource for historians, genealogists, and anyone
interested in local history.

Artifacts and Memorabilia

The society’s artifact collection includes tools, household items, clothing, and other objects
that illustrate the daily lives of Crawford County residents throughout different time
periods. These tangible pieces of history provide insight into the social and economic
conditions of the county’s past.

Photographic and Document Archives

Photographs, maps, letters, and official records form a significant part of the society’s
archival holdings. These documents help reconstruct historical narratives and track
changes in the region’s landscape, population, and industries. The archives are carefully
cataloged and preserved to ensure their longevity and accessibility.



Genealogical Resources

For individuals researching family histories, the Crawford County Historical Society offers
a wealth of genealogical materials. These include census records, birth and death
certificates, and family histories that assist in tracing ancestral roots within the county.

Educational Programs and Community Outreach

Education is a cornerstone of the Crawford County Historical Society’s activities. The
organization designs and implements various programs aimed at engaging the community
and enhancing historical knowledge.

School Programs

The society collaborates with local schools to provide curriculum-aligned educational
resources and field trips. These programs introduce students to the county’s history
through interactive learning experiences and visits to historic sites.

Public Lectures and Exhibits

Regularly scheduled lectures by historians and experts cover topics relevant to Crawford
County’s historical development. Exhibitions showcasing artifacts and archival materials
are organized to highlight specific themes or eras, attracting a wide audience.

Community Events

The society hosts community events such as heritage festivals, historical reenactments,
and anniversary celebrations. These events foster community pride and encourage
participation in preserving and celebrating the county’s heritage.

Preservation Efforts and Historical Sites

Preserving Crawford County’s historical landmarks is a key focus of the historical society.
Through advocacy and direct involvement, the society helps protect and restore sites of
cultural and historical significance.



Historic Building Conservation

The society works with local authorities and preservation groups to maintain and restore
historic buildings. These structures serve as physical reminders of the county’s past and
are often repurposed as museums or cultural centers.

Documentation of Historical Sites

Comprehensive surveys and documentation projects are undertaken to record the history
and condition of various sites throughout the county. This information supports
preservation planning and raises public awareness about the importance of these
locations.

Collaborations with Preservation Organizations

The Crawford County Historical Society partners with state and national preservation
organizations to secure funding and expertise for conservation projects, ensuring the long-
term protection of the county’s heritage sites.

Membership and Volunteer Opportunities

The society thrives on the support and involvement of its members and volunteers. Joining
the Crawford County Historical Society provides individuals with opportunities to
contribute to the preservation of local history and participate in a vibrant community.

Benefits of Membership

Members receive access to exclusive events, newsletters, and educational materials.
Membership also offers the chance to connect with others who share an interest in the
county’s history and contribute to ongoing projects.

Volunteer Roles

Volunteers play an essential role in the society’s operations, assisting with archival work,
event planning, educational programs, and preservation initiatives. These roles provide
hands-on experience in historical research and community engagement.



How to Get Involved

Individuals interested in supporting the Crawford County Historical Society can join as
members or volunteers by contacting the organization directly. Participation in
committees or special projects is also encouraged for those seeking a more active role.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the mission of the Crawford County Historical
Society?

The mission of the Crawford County Historical Society is to preserve, document, and
promote the history and heritage of Crawford County through collections, education, and
community engagement.

Where is the Crawford County Historical Society
located?

The Crawford County Historical Society is located in the county seat of Crawford County,
often housed in a historic building or dedicated museum space within the county.

What types of collections does the Crawford County
Historical Society maintain?

The society maintains collections that include historical documents, photographs,
artifacts, genealogical records, and local newspapers related to the history of Crawford
County.

Does the Crawford County Historical Society offer
educational programs?

Yes, the Crawford County Historical Society offers educational programs such as lectures,
workshops, school tours, and community events to educate the public about local history.

How can I become a member of the Crawford County
Historical Society?

Interested individuals can become members by visiting the society’s website or office to
fill out a membership form and pay the annual dues, which support the society’s activities
and preservation efforts.



Are there volunteer opportunities available at the
Crawford County Historical Society?

Yes, the society welcomes volunteers to assist with archival work, event planning, guided
tours, and other activities that help preserve and promote local history.

What notable historical artifacts are housed at the
Crawford County Historical Society?

The society houses various notable artifacts such as antique tools, clothing, Native
American artifacts, early settler items, and memorabilia from significant local events.

Does the Crawford County Historical Society publish any
research or newsletters?

Yes, the society regularly publishes newsletters, historical research papers, and
sometimes books that focus on Crawford County’s history and current preservation
projects.

How can I access genealogical records through the
Crawford County Historical Society?

Genealogical records can be accessed by visiting the society’s research center, where staff
and volunteers assist with family history research using census data, birth and death
records, and other archival materials.

Additional Resources

1. Echoes of the Past: A History of Crawford County

This book offers a comprehensive overview of Crawford County’s rich history, tracing its
development from early settlements to modern times. It includes detailed accounts of the
county’s founding families, significant events, and economic transitions. Illustrated with
historic photographs and maps, it serves as an essential resource for local historians and
residents alike.

2. Land and Legacy: The Story of Crawford County’s Pioneers

Focusing on the pioneering spirit of Crawford County’s early inhabitants, this volume
explores the challenges and triumphs faced by settlers. Through personal diaries, letters,
and oral histories, readers gain intimate insights into the daily lives and community-
building efforts of these early residents. The book highlights the agricultural roots and
cultural heritage that shaped the region.

3. From Rails to Roads: Transportation in Crawford County History

This book chronicles the evolution of transportation infrastructure in Crawford County,
from the arrival of railroads in the 19th century to the development of highways and
modern transit. It discusses the impact of transportation on commerce, population growth,
and regional connectivity. Archival images and firsthand accounts enrich the narrative,



illustrating how mobility transformed the county.

4. Preserving Our Past: The Role of the Crawford County Historical Society

Detailing the origins and mission of the Crawford County Historical Society, this book
showcases the organization’s efforts to collect, preserve, and share the county’s heritage.
It features stories of landmark preservation projects, community events, and educational
programs initiated by the society. The volume serves as both a tribute and a call to action
for ongoing historical stewardship.

5. Historic Homes and Landmarks of Crawford County

This richly illustrated guidebook highlights the architectural and historical significance of
Crawford County’s notable homes and landmarks. Each chapter profiles a different site,
providing background on its history, design, and former inhabitants. The book is a
valuable tool for heritage tourism and for those interested in local architecture and
preservation.

6. Voices of Crawford County: Oral Histories and Memories

A collection of interviews and personal stories from longtime residents, this book captures
the diverse experiences and traditions of Crawford County’s communities. The narratives
cover a wide range of topics, including family life, work, education, and cultural
celebrations. These firsthand accounts preserve the living memory of the county for future
generations.

7. Industry and Innovation: Economic Development in Crawford County

Examining the growth of industries such as agriculture, manufacturing, and mining, this
book traces the economic history of Crawford County. It highlights key entrepreneurs,
technological advancements, and market changes that influenced the local economy. The
book also considers the social implications of economic shifts on the county’s population.

8. Schools and Scholars: Education in Crawford County Through the Years

This book offers an in-depth look at the history of education in Crawford County, from one-
room schoolhouses to modern educational institutions. It explores curriculum changes,
notable educators, and the role of schools in community life. Archival photographs and
documents provide a vivid picture of the county’s educational evolution.

9. Festivals and Traditions: Celebrating Crawford County’s Heritage

Highlighting the cultural festivals, fairs, and traditions unique to Crawford County, this
book celebrates the county’s vibrant community life. It delves into the origins of annual
events and the ways in which these celebrations foster local identity and pride. The book
includes colorful images and anecdotes that bring these traditions to life.
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crawford county historical society: History of Crawford County Crawford County Historical
Society, 2002-10-01 History of the county: its townships, towns, villages, schools, churches,
industries; portraits of early settlers and prominent men; biographies; history of Pennsylvania;
statistical and miscellaneous matter and more.

crawford county historical society: The Heritage , 1957

crawford county historical society: Recipes with History Crawford County Historical
Society, 2007

crawford county historical society: Publication , 1991

crawford county historical society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in
Section 170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, 2003

crawford county historical society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 1987

crawford county historical society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in
Section 170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of ..., 1991

crawford county historical society: Historical Papers and Addresses of the Lancaster County
Historical Society Lancaster County Historical Society (Pa.), 1907 Includes minutes of the Society's
meetings.

crawford county historical society: Directory of Historical Organizations in the United
States and Canada American Association for State and Local History, 2002 This multi-functional
reference is a useful tool to find information about history-related organizations and programs and
to contact those working in history across the country.

crawford county historical society: Historical Papers and Addresses of the Lancaster County
Historical Society , 1907

crawford county historical society: Publication of the Illinois State Historical Library, Illinois
State Historical Society Illinois State Historical Library, 1919

crawford county historical society: Remembering Crawford County Robert D. Ilisevich,
2008-10-20 When George Washington ventured into northwestern Pennsylvania in 1753 to confront
the French, he discovered an untouched land of extensive, rich meadowsPennsylvanias last frontier.
Thirty-five years later, the first group of settlers moved into the territory, where they encountered
western tribes of Native Americans and vicious battles over land claims. As the wake of the
Industrial Revolution swept away any vestiges of the frontier, Crawford County became an island of
capitalism at the edge of the wilderness. In Remembering Crawford County, historian Robert D.
Ilisevich has collected the best of his historical essays to look at the happenings that helped advance
a community and how they influenced national events.

crawford county historical society: Genealogist's Address Book. 6th Edition Elizabeth Petty
Bentley, 2009-02 This book is the answer to the perennial question, What's out there in the world of
genealogy? What organizations, institutions, special resources, and websites can help me? Where do
I write or phone or send e-mail? Once again, Elizabeth Bentley's Address Book answers these
questions and more. Now in its 6th edition, The Genealogist's Address Book gives you access to all
the key sources of genealogical information, providing names, addresses, phone numbers, fax
numbers, e-mail addresses, websites, names of contact persons, and other pertinent information for
more than 27,000 organizations, including libraries, archives, societies, government agencies, vital
records offices, professional bodies, publications, research centers, and special interest groups.

crawford county historical society: National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections
Library of Congress, Library of Congress. Descriptive Cataloging Division, Library of Congress.
Manuscripts Section, 1993 Based on reports from American repositories of manuscripts.

crawford county historical society: The Ancestry Family Historian's Address Book Juliana
Szucs Smith, 2003 A directory of contact information for organizations in genealogical research and
how to find them.

crawford county historical society: Proceedings of the Richland County Historical Society ...



Richland County Historical Society (Ohio), 1905

crawford county historical society: Place Names of Crawford County Frederick F. Seely,
Jonathan E. Helmreich, 2000

crawford county historical society: Museum Echoes Ohio State Museum, 1928

crawford county historical society: An Arkansas History for Young People T. Harri Baker,
Jane Browning, 2002-08-01 ADOPTED BY THE STATE OF ARKANSAS FOR 2003. Once again, the
State of Arkansas has adopted An Arkansas History for Young People as an official textbook for
junior-high-school-Arkansas-history classes. This third edition incorporates the fruits of new
research and of extensive consultations with teachers, curriculum supervisors, and students
themselves. It includes many new features while preserving popular and useful aspects of previous
editions. This edition has an entirely new format, clear and friendly to the student reader. The text
has been re-set in double-column pages, with wider margins and more white space setting off text
and illustrations. A preview section at the beginning of each chapter (What to Look For) and study
questions at the end now guide students' reading. Vocabulary words appear in boldface in the text
and then are listed with definitions at the end of each chapter. The updated text incorporates new
material on the Clinton presidency, the Huckabee governorship, term limits, the 2000 census,
demographic changes, recent scholarship on Arkansas history, updated terminology, and corrections
of factual errors. Sidebars still highlight special material, and the many illustrations appear in full
color and in black and white.

crawford county historical society: Collections of the Kansas State Historical Society
Kansas State Historical Society, 1881
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