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craftsman 26 snowblower owners manual is an essential guide for anyone looking to
operate, maintain, and troubleshoot the Craftsman 26 snowblower efficiently. This
comprehensive manual provides detailed instructions on assembly, safety precautions,
operation, maintenance schedules, and troubleshooting tips to ensure optimal
performance during the winter season. Whether you are a first-time user or an
experienced operator, understanding the contents of the owners manual will help prolong
the life of your snowblower and enhance safety. This article explores the key aspects
covered in the Craftsman 26 snowblower owners manual, including setup, usage,
maintenance, and common issues. Additionally, it highlights important safety information
and offers practical advice on storage and winter preparation. Readers will gain valuable
insights that make using the Craftsman 26 snowblower a reliable and hassle-free
experience.
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Understanding the Craftsman 26 Snowblower
The Craftsman 26 snowblower is a powerful machine designed to clear snow efficiently
from driveways, sidewalks, and other surfaces. The number "26" refers to the clearing
width of the snowblower, which is 26 inches, making it suitable for medium to large snow
removal tasks. It typically features a two-stage mechanism, which includes an auger to
collect snow and an impeller to discharge it through the chute. The engine size and
horsepower can vary depending on the model, but most Craftsman 26 snowblowers come
equipped with robust engines that provide reliable power in harsh winter conditions.

Key Features
The Craftsman 26 snowblower incorporates several features aimed at improving ease of



use and efficiency. These include:

Adjustable chute direction and deflector to control snow throw distance and angle.

Electric start options for quick and easy ignition in cold weather.

Multiple forward and reverse speeds for maneuverability in various snow conditions.

Durable steel augers designed to handle heavy and compacted snow.

Heated handles and LED headlights on some models for enhanced comfort and
visibility.

Safety Guidelines for Operation
Safety is paramount when operating a snowblower, and the Craftsman 26 snowblower
owners manual provides comprehensive safety instructions to prevent injuries and
equipment damage. Understanding and following these guidelines is critical for safe
operation.

Personal Safety Precautions
Before starting the snowblower, operators should wear appropriate winter clothing,
including boots with good traction, gloves, and eye protection. Loose clothing should be
avoided to prevent entanglement in moving parts. The manual emphasizes keeping hands
and feet away from the auger and discharge chute at all times.

Operational Safety Tips
It is important to clear the work area of debris such as rocks, sticks, or other objects that
could be picked up and thrown by the snowblower. The manual instructs operators to
never attempt to unclog the chute or auger with their hands while the engine is running.
Instead, use a clearing tool or stick provided specifically for this purpose after turning off
the machine. Additionally, operators should be cautious on slopes and avoid operating the
snowblower on steep inclines to reduce the risk of tipping over.

Assembly and Setup Instructions
Proper assembly and initial setup are critical for the optimal functioning of the Craftsman
26 snowblower. The owners manual includes step-by-step instructions to assist with this
process.



Unpacking and Inspecting Components
After unboxing the snowblower, inspect all parts for damage or missing components. The
manual typically provides a checklist of included parts such as the auger, chute, handles,
wheels, and hardware.

Step-by-Step Assembly
The assembly process usually involves attaching the chute and chute deflector, installing
the auger components, connecting the control handles, and adjusting the skid shoes for
surface clearance. The owners manual offers detailed diagrams to guide through each
step, ensuring proper alignment and tightening of bolts and screws. It also covers the
installation of the spark plug and oil fill, which are essential before starting the engine for
the first time.

Operating Procedures and Tips
The Craftsman 26 snowblower owners manual provides detailed instructions on how to
safely and efficiently operate the machine. Understanding these procedures helps
maximize performance and reduces the risk of accidents.

Starting the Snowblower
For models with electric start, the manual explains how to connect the machine to a power
source and engage the starter. For manual start versions, it provides guidance on using
the recoil starter rope with proper technique to avoid injury. It is also important to check
fuel levels and oil before starting.

Effective Snow Clearing Techniques
The manual recommends clearing snow in overlapping passes to avoid leaving unplowed
strips. Adjusting the chute direction frequently helps to distribute snow evenly and
prevents buildup in one area. Operators should use slower speeds in heavy or wet snow
and faster speeds in lighter conditions. Additionally, the manual advises against
overloading the snowblower by trying to clear too much snow at once, as this can strain
the engine and auger.

Maintenance and Care
Regular maintenance is crucial to keep the Craftsman 26 snowblower running smoothly
and to extend its lifespan. The owners manual outlines a maintenance schedule and
essential care tasks.



Routine Maintenance Tasks
Key maintenance activities include:

Checking and changing engine oil periodically.

Inspecting and cleaning the spark plug.

Lubricating moving parts such as the auger and chute controls.

Tightening loose bolts and replacing worn parts.

Cleaning the snowblower after each use to prevent rust and corrosion.

Troubleshooting and Repairs
The manual provides troubleshooting charts to diagnose common issues such as engine
failure to start, poor snow discharge, or irregular auger operation. It advises on simple
fixes like adjusting the drive belt or carburetor settings and when to seek professional
repair services for more complex problems.

Troubleshooting Common Problems
Even with proper care, operators may encounter issues with the Craftsman 26
snowblower. The owners manual serves as a valuable resource to identify and resolve
these problems quickly.

Engine Won’t Start
Common causes include stale fuel, clogged fuel lines, or a faulty spark plug. The manual
recommends draining old fuel before storage and replacing it with fresh gasoline. It also
suggests checking the spark plug gap and cleaning or replacing the spark plug as needed.

Poor Snow Throw Distance
This may result from a clogged discharge chute, worn impeller blades, or incorrect chute
adjustment. The manual instructs operators to clear blockages safely and inspect the
impeller for damage. Adjusting the chute deflector can also improve snow throw distance.

Auger Not Rotating
Issues with the auger can be caused by a broken shear pin or a damaged drive belt. The
manual details how to inspect and replace shear pins and belts to restore proper auger



function.

Storage and Winterization
Proper storage and winterization are vital to protect the Craftsman 26 snowblower during
off-season periods. The owners manual provides guidelines to prepare the machine for
storage and ensure it is ready for the next snow season.

Pre-Storage Preparation
Before storing the snowblower, drain the fuel tank or add a fuel stabilizer to prevent fuel
degradation. Change the engine oil and clean the entire machine thoroughly. Removing
any snow, ice, and debris helps to prevent rust and corrosion.

Storage Location and Tips
The manual recommends storing the snowblower in a dry, sheltered location away from
direct sunlight and moisture. Elevating the machine off the ground can further reduce
exposure to damp conditions. Covering the snowblower with a breathable cover protects it
from dust while allowing ventilation.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I download the Craftsman 26 snowblower
owners manual?
You can download the Craftsman 26 snowblower owners manual from the official Sears
website or from various manual archive websites by searching for the model number along
with 'owners manual'.

What important maintenance tips are included in the
Craftsman 26 snowblower manual?
The manual advises regular checks of the spark plug, oil levels, belt condition, and auger
lubrication to ensure optimal performance and longevity of the snowblower.

How do I troubleshoot the Craftsman 26 snowblower if
it won’t start according to the manual?
The manual suggests checking the fuel level, ensuring the choke is in the correct position,
inspecting the spark plug for damage, and verifying that the safety key is properly
inserted.



What safety precautions does the Craftsman 26
snowblower manual recommend?
The manual emphasizes wearing appropriate clothing, never clearing clogged chutes with
hands, keeping bystanders away, and operating the machine only in daylight or well-lit
conditions.

How do I adjust the skid shoes on my Craftsman 26
snowblower as per the manual?
According to the manual, skid shoes can be adjusted by loosening the mounting bolts,
raising or lowering the shoes to the desired height, and then securely tightening the bolts
to protect surfaces from damage.

Additional Resources
1. Craftsman 26 Snowblower Owner’s Manual: Comprehensive Guide
This manual provides detailed instructions on operating, maintaining, and troubleshooting
the Craftsman 26 snowblower. It covers safety tips, assembly steps, and regular
maintenance schedules to ensure optimal performance. Ideal for both new and
experienced users, it helps extend the life of your snowblower.

2. Winter Equipment Maintenance for Homeowners
A practical guide focused on maintaining various types of winter equipment, including
snowblowers like the Craftsman 26. It explains seasonal preparation, common repairs, and
tips to avoid breakdowns during heavy snowfall. This book is perfect for DIY enthusiasts
looking to save on repair costs.

3. Snowblower Repair and Troubleshooting Handbook
This book dives into common issues faced by snowblower owners, offering step-by-step
troubleshooting advice. It includes detailed diagrams and repair tips specifically
applicable to models similar to the Craftsman 26. Readers will find valuable information to
diagnose and fix problems efficiently.

4. Small Engine Repair for Snowblowers and Lawn Equipment
Covering the fundamentals of small engine mechanics, this book explains how to service
engines found in snowblowers like the Craftsman 26. It teaches readers how to perform
tune-ups, replace parts, and conduct routine maintenance. This resource is excellent for
those wanting to deepen their understanding of engine care.

5. Seasonal Snowblower Storage and Care
Proper storage is crucial for snowblower longevity. This guide outlines best practices for
winter and off-season storage, including cleaning, fuel stabilization, and protective
measures. It helps owners of the Craftsman 26 and similar models avoid corrosion and
mechanical issues during downtime.

6. Choosing the Right Snowblower: Features and Comparisons
For those considering purchasing a snowblower, this book compares popular models



including the Craftsman 26. It discusses key features, power ratings, and usability factors
to help buyers make informed decisions. The guide also includes tips on evaluating
warranties and dealer support.

7. DIY Snowblower Upgrades and Enhancements
Explore ways to improve your snowblower’s performance with aftermarket parts and
modifications. This book offers ideas for enhancing the Craftsman 26, such as better tires,
lighting, and chute controls. It encourages customization while maintaining safety and
reliability.

8. Understanding Snowblower Safety: Best Practices and Tips
Safety is paramount when operating snowblowers. This book provides comprehensive
safety guidelines tailored for users of the Craftsman 26 and other models. It covers
protective gear, operational hazards, and emergency procedures to ensure safe snow
removal.

9. The History and Evolution of Snowblowers
A fascinating look at how snowblowers have evolved over the decades, including the
development of models like the Craftsman 26. This book traces technological
advancements and design improvements that have shaped modern snow removal
equipment. It’s an engaging read for enthusiasts and industry professionals alike.
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