craftsman 358 chainsaw parts diagram

craftsman 358 chainsaw parts diagram is an essential resource for anyone looking to maintain,
repair, or understand the components of this popular chainsaw model. This article provides a
comprehensive guide to the parts diagram of the Craftsman 358 chainsaw, detailing each
component's function and interrelation. Understanding the parts diagram helps in identifying specific
components, facilitating easier repairs, replacements, and preventive maintenance. From the engine
assembly to the chain brake mechanism, this guide covers all critical elements. Additionally, the
article offers insights into common issues, troubleshooting tips, and maintenance best practices
related to the Craftsman 358 chainsaw. Whether a professional technician or a DIY enthusiast, this
detailed overview ensures a thorough grasp of the chainsaw's construction and operation. The
following sections will systematically explore each major part and its role within the Craftsman 358
chainsaw.

e Overview of Craftsman 358 Chainsaw
e Engine and Carburetor Components
e Chain and Bar Assembly

e |gnition System Parts

e Starter and Clutch Mechanism

» Safety Features and Controls

e Maintenance and Troubleshooting Tips

Overview of Craftsman 358 Chainsaw

The Craftsman 358 chainsaw is a reliable and moderately powerful tool favored for residential and
light professional use. It features a two-stroke gasoline engine designed to deliver sufficient power for
cutting wood efficiently. The chainsaw's design includes various mechanical and safety components,
all interconnected for optimal functionality. The parts diagram of the Craftsman 358 chainsaw visually
represents these elements, illustrating their location and relationship. Familiarity with the overall
layout aids users in recognizing replacement parts and performing routine maintenance accurately.

Key Specifications

The Craftsman 358 chainsaw generally includes a 16-inch guide bar, a 38cc engine displacement, and
a chain speed suitable for cutting medium-sized logs. Its lightweight design enhances
maneuverability, while the ergonomic handle and safety features ensure user comfort and protection.
The parts diagram breaks down these specifications into individual components, highlighting the
engine block, carburetor, chain, bar, and safety mechanisms.



Engine and Carburetor Components

The engine and carburetor are critical for the chainsaw's power generation and fuel delivery. The
Craftsman 358 chainsaw parts diagram provides a detailed view of these components, including the
cylinder, piston, spark plug, carburetor, and fuel lines. Understanding the engine assembly is vital for
diagnosing performance issues such as starting difficulty, power loss, or excessive smoke.

Engine Assembly

The engine assembly consists of the crankcase, piston, cylinder, and crankshaft. The piston moves
within the cylinder, driven by combustion initiated by the spark plug. The crankshaft converts this
linear motion into rotational motion, which ultimately drives the chain. The diagram clearly identifies
each piece, allowing for precise identification during repairs or rebuilds.

Carburetor Function and Parts

The carburetor mixes air and fuel in the correct ratio before delivering it to the engine. The parts
diagram labels components such as the throttle valve, choke, jets, and fuel inlet. Proper carburetor
adjustment is essential for optimal engine performance, affecting idling, acceleration, and fuel
efficiency.

e Throttle Valve
e Choke Lever
e Main and Idle Jets

e Fuel Inlet and Filter

¢ Air Intake

Chain and Bar Assembly

The cutting mechanism of the Craftsman 358 chainsaw comprises the guide bar and the cutting
chain. The parts diagram illustrates the bar's dimensions, mounting points, tensioning components,
and the chain's links and drive teeth. Proper maintenance of this assembly is crucial for safe and
efficient cutting operations.

Guide Bar Details

The guide bar supports and directs the chain during cutting. The parts diagram specifies the bar
length, nose sprocket, and oil holes that facilitate lubrication. Correct installation and alignment of the
bar are necessary to prevent binding or uneven wear.



Chain Components

The cutting chain includes drive links, cutting teeth, tie straps, and rivets. The diagram highlights
these parts, making it easier to identify worn or damaged links. Regular sharpening and correct
tensioning, as indicated in the diagram, extend the chain's lifespan and enhance cutting performance.

Ignition System Parts

The ignition system is responsible for generating the spark that ignites the fuel-air mixture within the
engine. The Craftsman 358 chainsaw parts diagram details components such as the ignition coil,
spark plug, flywheel, and ignition module. These parts must function cohesively to ensure reliable
engine starts and consistent operation.

Ignition Coil and Spark Plug

The ignition coil generates high voltage for the spark plug, which ignites the combustion mixture. The
diagram shows the coil's placement relative to the flywheel magnets, emphasizing the importance of
correct air gap settings for optimal spark timing.

Flywheel and Magneto

The flywheel contains magnets that trigger the ignition coil as it spins. The parts diagram displays the
flywheel's position and mounting hardware. Proper alignment and secure attachment are critical for
preventing misfires and maintaining engine performance.

Starter and Clutch Mechanism

The starter and clutch system allow for the chainsaw's controlled starting and power transmission to
the chain. The parts diagram outlines the recoil starter assembly, clutch drum, clutch shoes, and
associated springs. Familiarity with these components assists in troubleshooting starting difficulties
and clutch slippage.

Recoil Starter Assembly

The recoil starter uses a pull cord and spring mechanism to turn the engine over manually. The
diagram identifies the pulley, rope, starter spring, and housing, facilitating repair or replacement of
worn starter parts.

Clutch Components

The centrifugal clutch engages the chain when the engine speed increases. The parts diagram details
the clutch drum, shoes, springs, and mounting bolts. Proper maintenance of the clutch mechanism
ensures smooth acceleration and prevents chain drag at idle.



Safety Features and Controls

Safety is paramount when operating a chainsaw. The Craftsman 358 chainsaw parts diagram
highlights essential safety features and user controls, including the chain brake, throttle lock, and
hand guards. These elements protect the operator and enhance control during use.

Chain Brake System

The chain brake stops the chain immediately in case of kickback or sudden movement. The diagram
shows the brake band, actuator, and trigger lever, providing insight into its mechanical operation and
maintenance.

User Controls and Guards

The throttle lock prevents accidental acceleration, while front and rear hand guards shield the
operator from debris and chain contact. The parts diagram identifies the placement and connections
of these controls, underscoring their importance for safe operation.

e Chain Brake Band and Lever
e Throttle Lock Button

 Front Hand Guard

e Rear Hand Guard

¢ On/Off Switch

Maintenance and Troubleshooting Tips

Regular maintenance guided by the Craftsman 358 chainsaw parts diagram ensures longevity and
reliable performance. Common issues such as hard starting, chain slack, and poor cutting efficiency
can often be resolved by inspecting and servicing specific parts identified in the diagram.

Routine Maintenance Practices

Essential maintenance tasks include cleaning the air filter, sharpening the chain, checking the spark
plug, and lubricating the bar and chain. The parts diagram facilitates locating these components for
inspection and service.



Troubleshooting Common Problems

Issues like engine stalling or chain slipping often relate to carburetor settings, clutch condition, or
chain tension. Using the parts diagram to identify and examine these components aids in effective
troubleshooting and repair.

1. Inspect and clean the carburetor jets regularly.

2. Check and adjust chain tension as per the diagram guidelines.
3. Replace worn clutch shoes to prevent slippage.

4. Ensure the spark plug is clean and properly gapped.

5. Maintain the chain brake mechanism for prompt response.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can | find a Craftsman 358 chainsaw parts diagram?

You can find the Craftsman 358 chainsaw parts diagram on the official Sears PartsDirect website or in
the user manual that comes with the chainsaw. Additionally, many third-party sites and forums offer
downloadable diagrams.

What are the main components shown in the Craftsman 358
chainsaw parts diagram?

The main components include the engine assembly, carburetor, chain brake, guide bar, chain,
sprocket, starter assembly, air filter, and fuel system parts.

How can | use the Craftsman 358 chainsaw parts diagram for
repairs?

The diagram helps identify specific parts by their number and placement, making it easier to order
replacements and assemble or disassemble the chainsaw correctly during repairs.

Is the Craftsman 358 chainsaw parts diagram available in PDF
format?

Yes, many websites provide the Craftsman 358 chainsaw parts diagram in PDF format for easy
download and printing.



Can | order Craftsman 358 chainsaw parts using the diagram
numbers?

Yes, the parts diagram includes part numbers that you can use to order exact replacement parts from
Sears PartsDirect or authorized dealers.

Are there common parts that frequently need replacement on
the Craftsman 358 chainsaw?

Commonly replaced parts include the chain, spark plug, air filter, fuel filter, and the starter rope, all of
which are detailed in the parts diagram.

Does the Craftsman 358 chainsaw parts diagram include the
carburetor assembly?

Yes, the carburetor assembly and its components are clearly illustrated in the parts diagram to assist
with maintenance and repair.

How do | identify the guide bar size from the Craftsman 358
chainsaw parts diagram?

The parts diagram lists the guide bar part number along with its length specifications, which helps
ensure you purchase the correct size replacement.

Are aftermarket parts compatible with the Craftsman 358
chainsaw parts diagram?

Many aftermarket parts follow the OEM specifications shown in the parts diagram, but it is
recommended to verify compatibility by matching part numbers before purchasing.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Craftsman 358 Chainsaw: A Comprehensive Parts Guide

This book offers an in-depth exploration of the Craftsman 358 chainsaw, focusing on its parts and
assembly. It includes detailed diagrams and descriptions to help users identify each component.
Perfect for DIY enthusiasts and repair professionals alike, this guide simplifies maintenance and
troubleshooting.

2. The Ultimate Craftsman 358 Chainsaw Repair Manual

Designed for both beginners and experienced mechanics, this manual covers step-by-step
instructions for repairing and replacing parts of the Craftsman 358 chainsaw. It contains clear parts
diagrams and troubleshooting tips to keep your chainsaw running smoothly. The book also highlights
common issues and solutions.

3. Chainsaw Anatomy: Detailed Diagrams of Craftsman Models
This resource provides detailed illustrations and parts diagrams for various Craftsman chainsaw



models, including the 358. It helps readers gain a better understanding of the mechanical design and
function of each part. The book is ideal for those interested in chainsaw mechanics and restoration.

4. Maintaining Your Craftsman 358 Chainsaw: Tips and Techniques

Focused on the upkeep of the Craftsman 358, this book covers routine maintenance procedures that
extend the life of your chainsaw. It includes parts diagrams to aid in identifying components during
cleaning and servicing. The guide emphasizes safety and efficiency in chainsaw care.

5. Craftsman 358 Chainsaw Parts and Accessories Catalog

This catalog compiles an extensive list of parts and accessories compatible with the Craftsman 358
chainsaw. Featuring detailed diagrams, it helps users find and order replacement components with
ease. The book serves as a valuable reference for owners and repair shops.

6. DIY Craftsman Chainsaw Restoration: 358 Model Edition

A hands-on guide for restoring the Craftsman 358 chainsaw to perfect working condition, this book
includes parts diagrams and restoration tips. It covers disassembly, cleaning, parts replacement, and
reassembly. Ideal for hobbyists aiming to bring vintage chainsaws back to life.

7. Chainsaw Mechanics: Exploring the Craftsman 358 Parts System

This technical book delves into the mechanical systems of the Craftsman 358 chainsaw, explaining
how each part interacts within the machine. It features detailed exploded views and parts diagrams to
clarify complex mechanisms. Suitable for students and professionals in small engine repair.

8. Craftsman 358 Chainsaw Troubleshooting and Parts Identification

This practical guide helps users quickly diagnose problems by referencing parts diagrams and
symptoms. It offers solutions tailored to the Craftsman 358, making repair more accessible. The book
is a handy tool for both casual users and repair technicians.

9. The History and Evolution of Craftsman Chainsaws: Focus on Model 358

Exploring the development of Craftsman chainsaws over the years, this book highlights the 358
model's design and parts changes. It includes diagrams to illustrate the evolution of components and
improvements. A fascinating read for collectors and chainsaw enthusiasts interested in the brand’s
legacy.
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