cps parent teacher conferences

cps parent teacher conferences play a crucial role in fostering communication between educators
and families within the Chicago Public Schools system. These conferences offer a valuable
opportunity for parents and teachers to discuss student progress, address concerns, and collaborate
on strategies to enhance learning outcomes. Understanding the structure, purpose, and best
practices of cps parent teacher conferences can significantly improve the effectiveness of these
meetings. This article explores the scheduling and format of cps parent teacher conferences,
preparation tips for both parents and teachers, common discussion topics, and the benefits of active
participation. Additionally, it covers how technology is increasingly integrated into these
conferences and provides guidance for overcoming potential challenges. The following sections
provide a comprehensive overview to help families and educators maximize the potential of cps
parent teacher conferences.
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Overview of CPS Parent Teacher Conferences

CPS parent teacher conferences are organized meetings between parents or guardians and teachers
within the Chicago Public Schools district. These conferences are designed to facilitate direct
communication regarding a student's academic performance, social development, and overall well-
being. By providing a structured platform for dialogue, cps parent teacher conferences help ensure
that families remain informed and actively engaged in their child's education. The conferences
typically occur at designated times throughout the school year, aligning with report card
distributions or significant grading periods.

Purpose and Importance

The primary purpose of cps parent teacher conferences is to establish a collaborative relationship
between educators and families. Discussing student progress and challenges allows for early
intervention when necessary and supports personalized learning plans. These meetings also help
build trust and understanding, which are essential for fostering a positive educational environment.



Participants Involved

Besides parents and teachers, cps parent teacher conferences may sometimes include school

counselors, administrators, or special education staff, depending on the student's needs. This

multidisciplinary involvement ensures that all aspects of a child's development are considered
during discussions.

Scheduling and Format of CPS Conferences

In Chicago Public Schools, parent teacher conferences are scheduled strategically to maximize
attendance and effectiveness. Schools typically announce conference dates well in advance, offering
multiple time slots to accommodate varying family schedules. The format of these conferences has
evolved over time to include both in-person and virtual options, allowing for greater flexibility.

Traditional In-Person Meetings

Historically, cps parent teacher conferences have been conducted face-to-face at the school
premises. These sessions provide a personal touch and enable direct observation of student work or
classroom environment. However, they require parents to travel to the school, which may present
logistical challenges for some families.

Virtual and Hybrid Formats

With advancements in technology and recent societal shifts, many Chicago Public Schools have
adopted virtual or hybrid conference models. Video calls, phone conferences, and online scheduling
platforms facilitate convenient communication while maintaining the essence of the traditional
meeting. These formats often increase participation rates and allow for more flexible timing.

Preparing for CPS Parent Teacher Conferences

Effective preparation is key to a productive cps parent teacher conference. Both parents and
teachers should come equipped with relevant information, questions, and an open mindset to ensure
meaningful dialogue.

Tips for Parents

Parents can enhance the conference experience by:

e Reviewing recent report cards and assignments to understand academic progress.
e Listing specific questions or concerns about their child’s learning or behavior.

e Gathering any relevant documentation, such as medical or psychological reports.



e Being punctual and respectful of the scheduled time to maximize discussion opportunities.

e Preparing to discuss goals and expectations collaboratively with the teacher.

Tips for Teachers

Teachers can prepare by:

e Reviewing student records, grades, and behavioral notes prior to the meeting.
e Preparing clear examples of student work to illustrate points.

e Organizing discussion topics to cover academic, social, and emotional aspects.
e Being ready to suggest resources or interventions if needed.

e Listening actively to parental input and concerns.

Key Discussion Topics During Conferences

CPS parent teacher conferences cover multiple dimensions of student development, ensuring a
holistic review of each child's educational journey.

Academic Performance

Discussion centers on grades, classroom participation, homework completion, and mastery of core
subjects such as reading, math, science, and social studies. Teachers provide insights into strengths
and areas needing improvement.

Behavior and Social Skills

Teachers share observations on student conduct, peer interactions, and adherence to school rules.
Addressing social development is essential for fostering a supportive learning environment.

Attendance and Punctuality

Regular attendance is linked to academic success. Conferences often include conversations about
attendance patterns and strategies to address any issues.



Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) and Support Services

For students with special needs, cps parent teacher conferences provide a forum to discuss IEP
goals, accommodations, and progress toward meeting educational objectives.

Benefits of CPS Parent Teacher Conferences

Engaging in cps parent teacher conferences offers numerous advantages for students, parents, and
educators alike.

Enhanced Communication

Regular conferences foster open dialogue, ensuring that parents are well-informed and teachers
understand family perspectives. This partnership supports consistent messaging and reinforces
learning at home.

Early Identification of Issues

These meetings allow for timely detection of academic or behavioral challenges, enabling prompt
interventions and tailored support plans.

Improved Academic Outcomes

Collabhoration between families and schools has been shown to positively impact student
achievement, motivation, and attendance.

Strengthened Relationships

Building trust between parents and educators creates a positive school climate conducive to student
success.

Technology and CPS Parent Teacher Conferences

Technology integration has transformed how cps parent teacher conferences are conducted,
increasing accessibility and efficiency.

Online Scheduling Systems

Many CPS schools utilize web-based platforms that allow parents to select conference times, receive
reminders, and manage appointments easily.



Virtual Meeting Tools

Video conferencing software such as Zoom or Google Meet is commonly employed to conduct remote
conferences, providing face-to-face interaction without physical presence.

Digital Communication Aids

Teachers may share digital portfolios, progress reports, and multimedia examples of student work
during virtual meetings, enriching the discussion.

Addressing Challenges in CPS Conferences

While cps parent teacher conferences are beneficial, certain challenges may arise that require
strategic solutions.

Language Barriers

Many CPS families speak languages other than English. Providing interpreters or translated
materials helps ensure effective communication.

Scheduling Conflicts

Parents’ work and family commitments can hinder attendance. Offering flexible times and virtual
options alleviates this issue.

Limited Time

Conferences may be brief, restricting in-depth discussion. Prioritizing key topics and scheduling
follow-up meetings can address this limitation.

Addressing Sensitive Topics

Discussing behavioral issues or special needs requires tact and empathy. Establishing a respectful
environment helps facilitate constructive conversations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are CPS parent-teacher conferences?

CPS parent-teacher conferences are meetings organized by Chicago Public Schools where parents



and teachers discuss a student's academic progress, behavior, and goals.

When do CPS parent-teacher conferences typically take place?

CPS parent-teacher conferences usually occur twice a year, often in the fall and spring, but specific
dates may vary by school.

How can parents schedule a CPS parent-teacher conference?

Parents can schedule a CPS parent-teacher conference by contacting their child’s school directly,
either through phone, email, or the school's online portal if available.

What topics are commonly discussed during CPS parent-
teacher conferences?

Topics commonly discussed include academic performance, social development, attendance,
behavior, and strategies to support the student’s learning at home.

Are CPS parent-teacher conferences held virtually or in
person?

CPS parent-teacher conferences may be held in person, virtually via video calls, or by phone,
depending on the school’s arrangements and current health guidelines.

How can parents prepare for a CPS parent-teacher
conference?

Parents can prepare by reviewing their child’s report card, noting any questions or concerns, and
discussing with their child beforehand to better understand their experiences.

What should teachers provide during CPS parent-teacher
conferences?

Teachers should provide updates on academic progress, share examples of student work, discuss
strengths and areas for improvement, and suggest ways to support learning at home.

Can parents request additional meetings with teachers outside
of CPS parent-teacher conferences?

Yes, parents can request additional meetings with teachers at any time during the school year to
discuss their child’s progress or address concerns beyond the scheduled conferences.

Additional Resources

1. Effective Communication Strategies for CPS Parent-Teacher Conferences



This book offers practical tools and techniques for educators and parents to foster open and
productive dialogue during CPS parent-teacher conferences. It emphasizes building trust, active
listening, and setting clear goals to support student success. Readers will find strategies to handle
challenging conversations with confidence and empathy.

2. Building Partnerships: A Guide to CPS Parent-Teacher Conferences

Focused on creating collaborative relationships between parents and teachers, this guide explores
ways to engage families meaningfully in their children's education. It provides insights into cultural
sensitivity and inclusivity, helping to bridge gaps and promote mutual understanding. The book
includes sample scripts and question prompts to facilitate effective meetings.

3. Mastering CPS Parent-Teacher Conferences: Tips for Educators

Designed specifically for teachers working within the Chicago Public Schools system, this book
breaks down the components of successful conferences. It covers preparation, goal-setting, and
follow-up steps to ensure productive outcomes. The author shares real-life examples and best
practices to improve communication and student support.

4. Empowering Parents in CPS Conferences: A Step-by-Step Guide

This resource empowers parents to take an active role in conferences by providing guidance on how
to prepare questions, express concerns, and collaborate with teachers. It highlights the importance
of understanding educational terminology and student data. The book encourages parents to become
advocates for their children's academic and social development.

5. Navigating Challenges in CPS Parent-Teacher Conferences

Addressing common difficulties such as language barriers, cultural differences, and conflicting
expectations, this book offers strategies to overcome obstacles in CPS conferences. It includes
advice for both parents and teachers on de-escalating tension and finding common ground. Readers
will gain tools to create positive and solution-focused discussions.

6. The CPS Parent-Teacher Conference Handbook: Best Practices and Protocols

This comprehensive handbook outlines the standard procedures and expectations for CPS
conferences. It serves as a reference for educators and parents alike, detailing how to prepare for
meetings, document progress, and set actionable goals. The book also discusses how to incorporate
student voice and advocate for necessary resources.

7. Collaborative Goal Setting in CPS Parent-Teacher Conferences

Highlighting the importance of shared objectives, this book guides participants through the process
of setting realistic and measurable goals during conferences. It emphasizes teamwork and
continuous communication to track student progress. The author provides templates and examples
to facilitate effective goal-setting sessions.

8. Creating Inclusive CPS Parent-Teacher Conferences

This book focuses on ensuring that parent-teacher conferences are accessible and welcoming to all
families, including those from diverse backgrounds and with special needs. It offers strategies for
accommodating different languages, cultural practices, and communication styles. Educators and
administrators will find valuable tips to foster inclusivity and equity.

9. Reflective Practices for CPS Parent-Teacher Conferences

Encouraging both parents and teachers to reflect on their experiences and outcomes, this book
promotes continuous improvement in conference effectiveness. It includes prompts and exercises to
evaluate communication styles, meeting dynamics, and follow-up actions. By fostering a reflective



mindset, readers can enhance future interactions and support student achievement.
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cps parent teacher conferences: Clinician Guide to Disruptive Mood Dysregulation
Disorder in Children and Adolescents Sam Goldstein, 2024-07-01 This book examines disruptive
mood dysregulation disorder (DMDD) during childhood and adolescence. It explores the ways in
which explosive anger outbursts and persistent irritability are among the most problematic
symptoms in child and adolescent mental health. and may present as a feature of many different
psychiatric illnesses. The volume addresses the myriad challenges that youth with a focus on the
DMDD diagnosis experience. Chapters focus on key issues of development, behavior, achievement,
social relations, and mood. The book describes how to diagnose and conduct clinical assessments of
child and adolescent personality and behavior with suspected DMDD. Key areas of coverage include:
Comprehensive history of mood dysregulation research and current trends in psychiatric
classification (e.g., DSM-5, Research Domain Criteria) and their influence on the clinical assessment
of children and adolescents with suspected DMDD. Updates of professional standards to guide
clinicians and diagnosticians and discussions of practical considerations in planning and conducting
clinical assessments for children with DMDD. Reviews the most recent editions of questionnaires
and tests used in the clinical assessment of child and adolescents with suspected DMDD. Differential
diagnosis and practical methods for integrating assessment information to develop an effective,
multidisciplinary treatment plan. Review of current trends in psychiatric and psychological
treatment of DMDD. Clinician Guide to Disruptive Mood Dysregulation Disorder in Children and
Adolescents serves as an essential resource for researchers, professors, and graduate students as
well as veteran and early-career clinicians and professionals across such interrelated disciplines as
school, clinical child, developmental, and educational psychology, child and adolescent psychiatry,
school counseling, social work, and public health.

cps parent teacher conferences: Emotional Abuse of Children David Royse, 2015-12-22
Children and Emotional Abuse is a research-informed learning resource for students in social work
about the dynamics and consequences of psychological abuse—especially as it occurs in
dysfunctional families and affects children and adolescents. Emotional abuse is still not widely
understood or recognized. Helping professionals need to recognize emotional abuse, understand the
damage it does, the theories that account for it, and be prepared to help children and families where
the abuse often occurs along with physical and sexual abuse. This text will draw upon current
peer-reviewed literature and evidence-based studies and summarize essential information to prepare
students for careers in helping professions. Each chapter will also contain brief vignettes to
illustrate some of the key points. This book is for courses in child welfare and child abuse/neglect, as
well as other social work courses that focus on children.

cps parent teacher conferences: Parent Aides in Child Abuse and Neglect Programs Carla D.
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Gifford, Felisa B. Kaplan, Marsha K. Salus, 1979

cps parent teacher conferences: Home, School, and Community Collaboration Kathy B. Grant,
Julie A. Ray, 2010 Using the culturally responsive family support model, this text prepares teachers
to work effectively with the diverse families of their studentsFilled with practical suggestions and
reflective opportunities, Home, School, and Community Collaboration uses the culturally responsive
family support model to prepare readers to work with children from diverse families. This text
includes contributions from 24 experts in the field in addressing the issues in family involvement
that today/Es teachers are likely to encounter. Key Features:Covers family systems theory, family
involvement models, and the family support approach Includes a wide range of practical strategies
for use in todayZEs schools, as well as activities that help readers make connections between the
course content and their own experiencesFeatures case studies and vignettes that provide
opportunities for reflection and help readers apply text information to real-life settings Accompanied
by Outstanding Ancillaries:Instructor Resources onaCD offer valuable resources for qualified
adopters, such as sample syllabi, teaching tips, PowerPoint presentations, and a comprehensive test
bank. Contact Customer Care at 1-800-818-SAGE from 6 AM-5 PM, PT, to request a
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flashcards, web resources, and SAGE journal articles on topics covered in the text.

cps parent teacher conferences: A Fight for the Soul of Public Education Steven Ashby,
Robert Bruno, 2016-11-04 In reaction to the changes imposed on public schools across the country
in the name of education reform, the Chicago Teachers Union redefined its traditional role and
waged a multidimensional fight that produced a community-wide school strike and transformed the
scope of collective bargaining into arenas that few labor relations experts thought possible. Using
interviews, first-person accounts, participant observation, union documents, and media reports,
Steven K. Ashby and Robert Bruno tell the story of the 2012 strike that shut down the Chicago
school system for seven days.A Fight for the Soul of Public Education takes into account two
overlapping, parallel, and equally important stories. One is a grassroots story of worker activism told
from the perspective of rank-and-file union members and their community supporters. Ashby and
Bruno provide a detailed account of how the strike became an international cause when other
teachers unions had largely surrendered to corporate-driven education reform. The second story
describes the role of state and national politics in imposing educational governance changes on
public schools and draconian limitations on union bargaining rights. It includes a detailed account of
the actual bargaining process revealing the mundane and the transcendental strategies of both
school board and union representatives.

cps parent teacher conferences: Building Successful Partnerships , 2000 This guide presents
useful research findings and best practice information about developing parent and family
involvement programs. The first chapter focuses on reporting research findings on parent
involvement and highlights pertinent findings on how parent involvement benefits students, parents,
teachers, school quality, and program designs. Chapters 2 through 7 each focus on a specific
program standard for establishing quality parent and family involvement programs. These are: (1)
communicating; (2) parenting; (3) student learning; (4) volunteering; (5) school decision making and
advocacy; and (6) collaborating with the community. Chapter 8 focuses on important issues to
consider when developing parent involvement programs, including overcoming barriers and knowing
how to reach out to key players. Chapter 9 examines three important activities for program
development, and chapter 10 summarizes the main ideas in the guide. Four appendixes contain a
National PTA position statement on parent and family involvement, parent and faculty survey
responses, forms and worksheets for program implementation, and a list of resources. (Contains 60
references.) (SLD)

cps parent teacher conferences: Reckoning With Racism in Family-School Partnerships
Jennifer L. McCarthy Foubert, 2022 Drawing from the lived experiences of Black parents as they
engaged with their children’s K-12 schools, this book brings a critical race theory (CRT) analysis to



family-school partnerships. The author examines persistent racism and white supremacy at school,
Black parents’ resistance, and ways school communities can engage in more authentic partnerships
with Black and Brown families. The children in this study attended schools with varying
demographics and reputations. Their parents were engaged in these schools in the highly visible
ways educators and policymakers traditionally say is important for children’s education, such as
proactively communicating with teachers, helping with homework, and joining PTOs. The author
argues that, because of the relentless anti-Black racism Black families experience in schools,
educators must depart from race-evasive approaches and commit to more liberatory family-school
partnerships. Book Features: Includes an introduction to CRT and explains how it informed this
study.Draws from Derrick Bell’s notion of racial realism to make sense of Black parent participants
advocating for high-quality education in the context of persistent anti-Black racism.Examines how
Black parents resisted individualism and were, instead, committed to improving the education of all
marginalized children.Shows how white supremacy operated in shared school governance despite
schools having inclusive practices.Explores how anxiety and stress caused by the Trump presidency
impacted parents’ school engagement.Describes three ways any school community can develop
family-school partnerships for collective educational justice.

cps parent teacher conferences: Oversight Hearings on the Capitol Page School United
States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Subcommittee on Elementary,
Secondary, and Vocational Education, 1976

cps parent teacher conferences: School-Community Relations Douglas ]. Fiore, 2021-07-29
Accessible and practical, the fifth edition of School-Community Relations provides aspiring
educational leaders with the skills to establish strong systems for communicating with their various
school constituencies and to improve public relations at all levels. This textbook uses real-life
examples to illustrate the ways in which administrators and school leaders can effectively engage
and enlist partnerships with teachers, staff, students, parents, and community members. Chapters
introduce communication and relationship concepts and provide specific examples of how great
educational leaders have put the concepts into practice. Case studies at the end of each chapter
apply the strategies to realistic scenarios, and Questions for Analysis help readers engage critically
with the material. New in this edition: New strategies for utilizing social media and instructional
technology to improve school-community relations and foster a positive school image Increased
focus on the necessary considerations for communicating with diverse audiences in a manner that
reinforces inclusion in all forms Updated references and literature throughout to reflect the current
educational contexts. This book discusses the essential elements of successful school-community
relations and centers the importance of keeping the public connected to the schools they share.

cps parent teacher conferences: Introduction to Teaching Gene E. Hall, Linda F. Quinn,
Donna M. Gollnick, 2024-02-19 An ideal text for aspiring teachers, the new Fourth Edition of
Introduction to Teaching thoroughly prepares students to make a difference as teachers, presenting
first-hand stories and evidence-based practices while offering a student-centered approach to
learning.

cps parent teacher conferences: Assessment and Documentation in Early Childhood
Education Maarit Alasuutari, Ann-Marie Markstrom, Ann-Christine Vallberg-Roth, 2014-01-21
Documentation in early childhood education is typically seen as a means to enhance the quality of
care and education, and as a way to take account of the child’s view. Assessment and Documentation
in Early Childhood Education considers the increasing trend towards systematic child
documentation especially in early childhood institutions. The authors present ways in which
assessment and evaluation is done sometimes explicitly but more often implicitly in these practices,
and explore its means, aims, forms, and functions. They also examine the rationalities of child
documentation from the perspective of professional practice and professionalism and suggest that
documentation and assessment practices can weaken and constrain but also empower and
strengthen teachers, children and parents. Topics explored include: Different forms of
documentation and assessment Documentation and listening to the children Dilemmas of assessment



and documentation Participation by children Involvement of parents This timely book will be
appealing for those studying in the field of early childhood education, teacher education, special
education, general education, social work, counselling, psychology, sociology, childhood studies, and
family studies.

cps parent teacher conferences: The Marriage and Family Therapy Career Guide Anne
Rambo, Tommie Boyd, Martha Gonzalez Marquez, 2016-04-28 How does one obtain employment and
succeed in the growing yet competitive field of family therapy? For anyone asking themselves this
question, The Marriage and Family Therapy Career Guide is the resource to read. It is structured
around a series of interviews with successful graduates of accredited MFT programs and covers a
wide range of career options. Not only is up-to-date information on licensure and practice
requirements for each state included, the authors also present agency, residential, coaching,
medical, legal, tribal, academic, corporate, faith-based, and private practice options. The book ends
with a section for those professionals who wish to practice abroad. This is an indispensable guide for
marriage and family therapists wishing to start their career, or change their area of practice.

cps parent teacher conferences: An Appalachian School in Coal Country Terry Huffman,
2019-08-20 An Appalachian School in Coal Country examines the struggles and triumphs of an
elementary school in one of the poorest counties in the United States. Despite economic crisis in the
county, Creekside Elementary School is achieving unprecedented academic success. This study
explores the objectives, goals, and challenges of the educators of Creekside Elementary and the
ways in which they are able to serve the needs of their students and community. Creekside is a
microcosm of the changes occurring in the Appalachian region itself, and this book examines how
one elementary school is able to succeed despite all odds and how others like it can achieve similar
results as well.

cps parent teacher conferences: Lost and Found Ross W. Greene, 2016-04-25 Implement a
more constructive approach to difficult students Lost and Found is a follow-up to Dr. Ross Greene's
landmark works, The Explosive Child and Lost at School, providing educators with highly practical,
explicit guidance on implementing his Collaborative & Proactive Solutions (CPS) Problem Solving
model with behaviorally-challenging students. While the first two books described Dr. Greene's
positive, constructive approach and described implementation on a macro level, this useful guide
provides the details of hands-on CPS implementation by those who interact with these children every
day. Readers will learn how to incorporate students' input in understanding the factors making it
difficult for them to meet expectations and in generating mutually satisfactory solutions. Specific
strategies, sample dialogues, and time-tested advice help educators implement these techniques
immediately. The groundbreaking CPS approach has been a revelation for parents and educators of
behaviorally-challenging children. This book gives educators the concrete guidance they need to
immediately begin working more effectively with these students. Implement CPS one-on-one or with
an entire class Work collaboratively with students to solve problems Study sample dialogues of CPS
in action Change the way difficult students are treated The discipline systems used in K-12 schools
are obsolete, and aren't working for the kids to whom they're most often applied - those with
behavioral challenges. Lost and Found provides a roadmap to a different paradigm, helping
educators radically transform the way they go about helping their most challenging students.

cps parent teacher conferences: Lessons in Love: A Forbidden Lovers Western Romance Erin
Wright, 2018-10-29

cps parent teacher conferences: THE PARENTAL ALIENATION SYNDROME Linda ].
Gottlieb, 2012-04-01 In this thought-provoking book, Ms. Gottlieb attempts to resolve the
controversies surrounding Parental Alienation Syndrome (PAS) by providing substantial empirical
evidence from her treatment cases in support of the eight symptoms which child psychiatrist,
Richard Gardner, had identified as occurring in the PAS child, and she further exemplifies the
commonality of the alienating maneuvers among the alienating parents. The author redefines the
typically-held characterization of the parents’ relationship as portrayed in the pertinent literature
and accepted by most PAS-aware professionals. Numerous case examples are explored: horrific tales



of manufactured child abuse; referrals to child protective services (CPS) resulting in suspension of
visits between targeted parents and their children; meritless reports to police alleging domestic
violence in support of orders of protection which slander and stigmatize targeted parents;
exclusionary tactics preventing targeted parents’ involvement in their children’s medical,
educational, social lives and activities; and depletion of targeted parents’ resources due to legal fees
required to defend himself/herself and to obtain judicial enforcement of parental rights. Ms. Gottlieb
methodically documents that PAS is a form of emotional child abuse of the severest kind. The author
provides an unprecedented number of treatment summaries, which demonstrate the effectiveness of
structural family therapy in treating the PAS family. To further elucidate the subject, the author
interviewed several matrimonial attorneys, Law Guardians, and forensic evaluators regarding their
experiences with PAS, and she incorporated their thoughts into her recommendations as to how the
mental health and judicial communities should resolve this situation in the best interests of the child.
“New Rules” are suggested which encourage a collaborative rather than an adversarial approach to
child custody. This book will be an excellent resource for parents who are divorcing or are in
conflict, for adult-child victims of PAS, for mature children of divorcing parents, for judges, for Law
Guardians, for matrimonial attorneys, for therapists, for child protective personnel, for law
enforcement----and for the professional rescuer who believes that a child must be saved from a
parent.

cps parent teacher conferences: Journal of Illinois History, 2014
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