
craftsman lawn mower 917.388 manual
craftsman lawn mower 917.388 manual is an essential resource for owners and
users of the Craftsman 917.388 lawn mower model. This manual provides
detailed instructions on assembly, operation, maintenance, troubleshooting,
and safety guidelines, helping users maximize the mower’s performance and
longevity. Whether you are a new owner or an experienced user, understanding
the contents of the Craftsman lawn mower 917.388 manual ensures efficient and
safe usage. This article explores the key sections of the manual, including
mower specifications, operating instructions, maintenance tips, and
troubleshooting advice. By following the guidelines outlined, users can
maintain optimal functionality and extend the life of their lawn mower. The
comprehensive nature of this manual makes it invaluable for both routine care
and addressing unexpected issues. Below is a breakdown of the main topics
covered in this guide.

Overview of Craftsman Lawn Mower 917.388

Operating Instructions and Safety Guidelines

Maintenance and Care Procedures

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Parts and Technical Specifications

Overview of Craftsman Lawn Mower 917.388
The Craftsman lawn mower 917.388 model is a reliable and widely used piece of
outdoor equipment designed for residential lawn care. Known for its durable
construction and efficient cutting capabilities, this mower incorporates a
robust engine and user-friendly features. Understanding the specifications
and design elements of this model helps users optimize its operation and
maintenance.

Model Features and Design
The 917.388 model features a powerful gasoline engine designed to deliver
consistent cutting performance across various grass types and lawn sizes. The
mower is equipped with adjustable cutting heights, a sturdy steel deck, and
ergonomic handles for comfortable use. Its design focuses on ease of
maneuverability and maintaining a clean, even cut.



Intended Use and Applications
This lawn mower is intended primarily for residential use, suitable for
medium to large-sized lawns. It is designed to handle typical lawn grass
conditions, including uneven terrain, thanks to its adjustable height
settings and durable wheels. The mower’s specifications ensure it can perform
well in regular lawn maintenance tasks.

Operating Instructions and Safety Guidelines
Proper operation of the Craftsman lawn mower 917.388 is critical for both
user safety and mower longevity. The manual provides detailed operating
instructions and safety precautions that must be strictly followed to prevent
accidents and mechanical damage.

Starting and Stopping Procedures
Starting the mower involves checking fuel levels, inspecting the oil, and
ensuring the blade control is engaged. The manual outlines step-by-step
instructions to safely start the engine, including choke adjustment and
primer use if applicable. Stopping the mower requires disengaging the blade
control and allowing the engine to cool before storage.

Safety Precautions
Safety is emphasized throughout the manual, highlighting the importance of
wearing appropriate protective gear such as gloves and eye protection. Users
are advised to clear the mowing area of debris, keep children and pets away,
and never operate the mower on excessively steep slopes. The manual also
warns against modifying the mower or bypassing safety features.

Operating Tips for Optimal Performance
To achieve the best mowing results, the manual recommends maintaining a
steady walking pace, overlapping mowing paths slightly, and adjusting the
cutting height according to grass length and season. It also advises against
mowing wet grass to prevent clogging and uneven cuts.

Maintenance and Care Procedures
Regular maintenance is vital to keep the Craftsman lawn mower 917.388
functioning efficiently. The manual provides a maintenance schedule and
detailed instructions for routine care tasks, ensuring longevity and
reliability of the mower.



Engine Maintenance
The manual outlines the importance of regular oil changes, air filter
cleaning or replacement, and spark plug inspection. It specifies the
recommended oil type, service intervals, and proper disposal methods for used
fluids. Following these guidelines helps maintain engine performance and
prevent breakdowns.

Blade Care and Replacement
Maintaining sharp blades is crucial for a clean cut and healthy lawn. The
manual instructs users on how to safely remove, sharpen, and reinstall the
mower blade. It also provides signs indicating when blade replacement is
necessary, such as excessive wear or damage.

Cleaning and Storage
Post-mowing cleaning involves removing grass clippings and debris from the
mower deck and undercarriage to prevent buildup and corrosion. For storage,
the manual recommends draining fuel or adding stabilizer, storing the mower
in a dry place, and covering it to protect from dust and moisture.

Routine Maintenance Checklist

Check and change engine oil every 25 hours of operation

Inspect and clean air filter monthly

Sharpen mower blades twice per mowing season

Inspect and replace spark plug annually

Clean mower deck after each use

Store mower properly during off-season

Troubleshooting Common Issues
The Craftsman lawn mower 917.388 manual includes a troubleshooting section
designed to assist users in diagnosing and resolving common operational
problems. This section helps minimize downtime and avoid unnecessary repair
costs.



Engine Won’t Start
Common causes for engine starting issues include stale fuel, a dirty air
filter, or a faulty spark plug. The manual provides a checklist to
systematically address these potential problems, including fuel replacement,
filter cleaning, and spark plug testing or replacement.

Uneven Cutting or Poor Performance
Uneven cutting may result from dull blades, incorrect cutting height
settings, or clogged mower decks. The manual advises inspecting blade
sharpness, adjusting height settings according to lawn conditions, and
cleaning the deck to restore performance.

Excessive Vibration or Noise
Vibrations or unusual noises often indicate blade imbalance, loose
components, or engine issues. The manual recommends checking blade
installation, tightening bolts and screws, and inspecting engine mounts to
identify and correct the source of vibration.

Parts and Technical Specifications
Understanding the parts and specifications of the Craftsman lawn mower
917.388 facilitates proper maintenance and repair. The manual provides
detailed diagrams and lists of components, enabling users to identify parts
for replacement or service.

Engine Specifications
This model is typically equipped with a Briggs & Stratton engine of a
specific horsepower and displacement. The manual lists engine type, oil
capacity, fuel type, and recommended maintenance intervals to ensure
compatibility and optimal care.

Deck and Cutting Specifications
The mower deck size, usually measured in inches, determines the cutting
width. The manual specifies deck material, cutting height adjustment range,
and blade type to guide users in selecting appropriate replacement parts and
accessories.



Replacement Parts and Ordering
The manual includes part numbers and descriptions for blades, belts, filters,
and other replaceable components. This information is essential for ordering
genuine parts to maintain mower integrity and performance. Users are
encouraged to use OEM parts to ensure compatibility.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman lawn mower 917.388
manual online?
You can find the Craftsman lawn mower 917.388 manual on the official Sears
PartsDirect website or other manual hosting sites by searching for the model
number 917.388.

What maintenance tips are included in the Craftsman
lawn mower 917.388 manual?
The manual recommends regular oil changes, air filter cleaning or
replacement, spark plug inspection, blade sharpening, and proper storage
procedures to keep the mower running efficiently.

How do I troubleshoot starting issues with the
Craftsman lawn mower 917.388?
Check the fuel level and quality, inspect the spark plug for wear or damage,
ensure the safety switches are engaged, and verify that the battery (if
electric start) is charged. The manual provides detailed troubleshooting
steps.

What type of oil is recommended for the Craftsman
lawn mower 917.388?
The manual typically recommends SAE 30 oil for general use, but SAE 10W-30
can be used in colder temperatures. Always refer to the manual’s
specifications for the best choice.

How do I replace the air filter on the Craftsman
lawn mower 917.388?
To replace the air filter, remove the air filter cover by unscrewing or
unclipping it, take out the old filter, insert a new one of the correct size,
and reattach the cover securely as detailed in the manual.



Where can I buy replacement parts for the Craftsman
lawn mower 917.388?
Replacement parts can be purchased from Sears PartsDirect, authorized
Craftsman dealers, or online marketplaces by searching with the model number
917.388 and the specific part needed.

Does the Craftsman lawn mower 917.388 manual include
safety precautions?
Yes, the manual includes important safety precautions such as wearing
protective gear, operating the mower on stable terrain, keeping hands and
feet away from moving parts, and ensuring children and pets are at a safe
distance.

Additional Resources
1. Craftsman Lawn Mower 917.388 Repair and Maintenance Manual
This comprehensive guide offers detailed instructions on troubleshooting,
repairing, and maintaining the Craftsman 917.388 lawn mower. It includes
step-by-step procedures, diagrams, and parts lists to help both novice and
experienced users keep their mower running smoothly. Whether you need to
replace the blade or tune the engine, this manual covers it all.

2. The Essential Craftsman Lawn Mower 917 Series Handbook
Focused on the 917 series, this handbook provides valuable insights into the
design and functionality of Craftsman lawn mowers. It covers routine
maintenance tasks, safety tips, and advice for optimizing mower performance.
The book is ideal for owners looking to extend the lifespan of their
equipment.

3. DIY Craftsman 917.388 Lawn Mower Engine Tune-Up Guide
This book specializes in engine maintenance for the Craftsman 917.388 model,
giving clear instructions on how to perform tune-ups and fix common engine
issues. It includes tips on carburetor adjustment, spark plug replacement,
and fuel system cleaning. A must-have for anyone wanting to improve mower
efficiency.

4. Craftsman Lawn Mower Blade Sharpening and Replacement Techniques
Focusing solely on blade care, this book explains how to safely sharpen and
replace blades on Craftsman lawn mowers, including model 917.388. It
discusses the tools needed, safety precautions, and the impact of blade
condition on mowing performance. Perfect for homeowners aiming for a clean,
even cut every time.

5. Mastering Craftsman 917.388: Troubleshooting Common Problems
This troubleshooting guide helps users identify and solve frequent issues
encountered with the Craftsman 917.388 lawn mower. From starting problems to



uneven cutting, the book provides practical solutions and preventive
maintenance tips. It is a valuable resource for quick fixes without needing
professional help.

6. Seasonal Maintenance for Craftsman Lawn Mowers: A 917.388 Focus
Learn how to prepare your Craftsman 917.388 mower for each season with this
detailed manual. It covers winterizing, spring start-up, and summer upkeep to
ensure optimal performance year-round. The book also highlights storage tips
and essential checks to prevent long-term damage.

7. Craftsman 917.388 Parts and Accessories Catalog
This catalog offers a detailed inventory of parts and accessories compatible
with the Craftsman 917.388 lawn mower. It includes part numbers,
descriptions, and tips on selecting the right components for repairs and
upgrades. Ideal for DIY enthusiasts looking to customize or restore their
mower.

8. Eco-Friendly Lawn Care with Craftsman 917.388 Mower
Explore sustainable lawn care practices using the Craftsman 917.388 mower in
this environmentally conscious guide. It discusses fuel saving techniques,
noise reduction, and proper disposal of lawn waste. The book encourages
responsible ownership while maintaining a healthy lawn.

9. History and Evolution of Craftsman Lawn Mowers: Spotlight on the 917.388
Delve into the history of Craftsman lawn mowers with a special focus on the
917.388 model. This book traces the development, technological innovations,
and impact of Craftsman mowers on home lawn care. It’s an engaging read for
enthusiasts and collectors interested in the brand’s legacy.
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