
craftsman 26 snow blower manual
craftsman 26 snow blower manual is an essential resource for anyone who owns or
operates this powerful snow removal machine. This manual provides comprehensive
information on how to operate, maintain, and troubleshoot the Craftsman 26 snow blower
effectively. Whether you are a first-time user or an experienced operator, understanding
the detailed instructions and technical specifications in the manual can significantly
enhance the performance and longevity of your snow blower. This article delves into the
key components and features of the Craftsman 26 snow blower manual, including safety
guidelines, assembly instructions, maintenance tips, and troubleshooting advice.
Additionally, it covers how to interpret the manual’s diagrams and specifications to ensure
optimal use. By following the guidelines outlined in the manual, users can ensure safe and
efficient snow removal during harsh winter conditions. The following sections will provide a
detailed overview of the manual’s content and practical advice for every Craftsman 26
snow blower owner.
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Overview and Features of the Craftsman 26 Snow
Blower
The Craftsman 26 snow blower is a robust and reliable outdoor power equipment designed
to clear heavy snow efficiently. The "26" in its name refers to the clearing width of 26
inches, which allows for rapid snow removal from driveways, sidewalks, and other large
surfaces. This snow blower is typically equipped with a two-stage mechanism, which
includes an auger that breaks up the snow and an impeller that propels it through the
discharge chute.

Key features highlighted in the craftsman 26 snow blower manual include a powerful
engine, adjustable skid shoes, multiple speed settings, and a directional chute for precise
snow discharge. The manual emphasizes the importance of understanding these features to
maximize the machine’s efficiency and safety during operation.



Engine Specifications
The manual details the engine type, usually a four-cycle gasoline engine, along with its
horsepower rating and fuel requirements. Proper engine care, including the use of
recommended oil types and fuel mixtures, is essential to maintaining optimal performance.

Snow Clearing Mechanism
The two-stage clearing system allows the snow blower to handle heavy and wet snow
effectively. The manual explains how the auger and impeller work together and provides
instructions on adjusting the chute to control the direction and distance of snow discharge.

Safety Instructions and Precautions
Safety is a primary focus within the craftsman 26 snow blower manual. It outlines
necessary precautions to minimize risks associated with operating the machine. Adhering
to these safety instructions helps prevent injuries and equipment damage.

Personal Protective Equipment
The manual recommends wearing appropriate clothing, such as gloves, safety glasses, and
sturdy footwear, to protect from flying debris and cold weather exposure. Loose clothing or
jewelry should be avoided to prevent entanglement with moving parts.

Safe Operation Practices
Operators are advised to always clear the area of children, pets, and obstacles before
starting the snow blower. The manual instructs never to attempt clearing snow with hands
or feet and to use a stick or tool if the chute becomes clogged. Additionally, it stresses the
importance of turning off the engine before performing any maintenance or adjustments.

Environmental Considerations
Users are cautioned to operate the snow blower only in well-ventilated outdoor areas to
prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. The manual also discusses safe fuel storage and
handling to avoid fire hazards.

Assembly and Setup Guidelines
The craftsman 26 snow blower manual provides step-by-step instructions for assembling
the unit out of the box or after transportation. Proper assembly is crucial for safe and
efficient operation.



Tools Required for Assembly
The manual lists all necessary tools, which typically include wrenches, screwdrivers, and
pliers. It recommends having these tools ready before beginning assembly to streamline
the process.

Step-by-Step Assembly Process
Instructions cover attaching handles, chute components, skid shoes, and control levers. The
manual includes detailed diagrams to assist users in identifying parts and their correct
placement.

Pre-Operation Checks
After assembly, the manual advises conducting pre-operation checks such as verifying fuel
and oil levels, inspecting for loose bolts, and ensuring controls function smoothly. This
checklist helps prevent operational issues and enhances safety.

Operating Instructions
The craftsman 26 snow blower manual explains how to operate the machine effectively
under various snow conditions. Proper usage techniques contribute to efficient snow
removal and reduce wear on the equipment.

Starting the Snow Blower
Users are guided through the starting procedure, including setting the choke, pulling the
starter cord or using an electric start if available, and warming up the engine. The manual
emphasizes following these steps to avoid engine flooding or stalling.

Adjusting Speed and Direction
The manual details how to select forward and reverse speeds to match snow depth and
terrain. It also explains how to use the chute control to change the direction of snow
discharge safely.

Handling Different Snow Conditions
Instructions include tips for handling light, moderate, and heavy snow, as well as icy or
slushy conditions. The manual advises adjusting speed and auger engagement accordingly
to maintain optimal clearing efficiency.



Maintenance and Care
Regular maintenance is critical to extending the lifespan of the Craftsman 26 snow blower.
The manual provides comprehensive guidelines for routine care, including seasonal
maintenance tasks.

Engine Maintenance
Recommendations include changing the oil periodically, replacing spark plugs, and cleaning
or replacing air filters. The manual specifies intervals for these tasks based on hours of
operation or time elapsed.

Auger and Impeller Care
Inspection of the auger blades and impeller for wear or damage is advised. The manual
instructs how to safely remove debris and replace worn parts to maintain efficient snow
throwing performance.

Storage Tips
For off-season storage, the manual suggests draining fuel, cleaning the machine
thoroughly, and storing it in a dry, sheltered location. Proper storage prevents corrosion
and mechanical issues.

Troubleshooting Common Issues
The craftsman 26 snow blower manual includes a troubleshooting section to help users
identify and resolve common problems encountered during operation.

Engine Won’t Start
Possible causes include stale fuel, spark plug issues, or carburetor problems. The manual
provides diagnostic steps and corrective actions to restore engine function.

Poor Snow Clearing Performance
Issues such as clogged chute, damaged auger, or incorrect speed settings can reduce
efficiency. The manual guides users through inspection and adjustment procedures.



Excessive Vibration or Noise
Causes may include loose parts, worn belts, or debris caught in moving components. The
manual advises on how to safely inspect and repair these issues.

Understanding Parts and Diagrams
The craftsman 26 snow blower manual contains detailed parts diagrams and lists to assist
with repairs and parts replacement. Familiarity with these resources is beneficial for
troubleshooting and maintenance.

Parts Identification
Each component is labeled with part numbers and descriptions, enabling users to order
correct replacements and understand the machine’s construction.

Diagram Navigation
The manual teaches how to interpret exploded views and assembly diagrams, which
illustrate how parts fit together and function as a system.

Ordering Replacement Parts
Guidelines include verifying model and serial numbers, selecting compatible parts, and
following manufacturer instructions for installation to ensure proper operation.

Follow manufacturer recommendations strictly

Use genuine replacement parts for durability

Keep the manual accessible for reference during repairs

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman 26 snow blower manual
online?
You can find the Craftsman 26 snow blower manual on the official Sears PartsDirect website
or by searching for the model number along with 'manual PDF' on trusted manual
repository websites.



What information is included in the Craftsman 26 snow
blower manual?
The manual typically includes assembly instructions, operating guidelines, maintenance
tips, troubleshooting advice, parts diagrams, and safety warnings specific to the Craftsman
26 snow blower model.

How do I troubleshoot common issues with my
Craftsman 26 snow blower using the manual?
The manual provides a troubleshooting section that helps identify common problems such
as engine not starting, auger not turning, or chute issues, along with step-by-step solutions
to fix them.

Does the Craftsman 26 snow blower manual include
maintenance schedules?
Yes, the manual includes recommended maintenance schedules such as oil changes, spark
plug replacement, and belt inspections to keep the snow blower running efficiently.

Can I get parts diagrams for my Craftsman 26 snow
blower in the manual?
Yes, the manual contains detailed parts diagrams and lists that help in identifying and
ordering replacement parts for the snow blower.

What safety precautions does the Craftsman 26 snow
blower manual recommend?
The manual advises wearing appropriate protective gear, keeping clear of moving parts,
not operating the blower on steep slopes, and ensuring the machine is off and cooled down
before performing any maintenance.

How do I assemble the Craftsman 26 snow blower using
the manual?
The manual provides step-by-step assembly instructions with illustrations to guide you
through attaching handles, chute, auger, and other components safely and correctly.

Is there a digital version of the Craftsman 26 snow
blower manual available for mobile devices?
Yes, digital versions of the manual are available as PDFs that can be downloaded and
viewed on smartphones, tablets, or computers for easy access during use or maintenance.



How can I contact customer support if I have questions
not covered in the Craftsman 26 snow blower manual?
You can contact Sears customer support through their official website or by phone.
Additionally, many authorized service centers offer assistance for Craftsman snow blower
products.

Additional Resources
1. Craftsman Snow Blower Repair Manual
This comprehensive manual provides detailed instructions on maintaining and repairing
Craftsman snow blowers, including the Model 26. It covers engine troubleshooting, auger
adjustments, and routine maintenance tips. Perfect for DIY enthusiasts and professionals
alike, it ensures your snow blower runs efficiently throughout winter.

2. Small Engine Repair for Snow Blowers
Focused on small engine mechanics, this book breaks down the essentials of repairing and
servicing snow blower engines. It includes step-by-step guides, diagrams, and
troubleshooting tips, making it a valuable resource for those working on Craftsman snow
blower models. The clear instructions help extend the lifespan of your equipment.

3. Winter Equipment Maintenance and Repair
This guide covers a range of winter equipment, including snow blowers, with an emphasis
on Craftsman models. It offers practical advice on preventive maintenance, common issues,
and how to perform repairs safely. Homeowners and technicians will find this book useful
for preparing machines for heavy winter use.

4. The Complete Snow Blower Owner’s Handbook
A user-friendly handbook that teaches owners how to operate, maintain, and troubleshoot
their snow blowers. It includes specific sections on different brands and models such as the
Craftsman 26. The book is filled with illustrations and tips to help users get the most out of
their snow removal equipment.

5. DIY Snow Blower Troubleshooting and Repair
This book is designed for do-it-yourselfers who want to diagnose and fix common snow
blower problems. It covers mechanical, electrical, and engine-related issues, with a
particular focus on popular models like the Craftsman 26. Detailed repair steps and safety
guidelines make it a practical manual for winter preparedness.

6. Engine and Chassis Repair for Outdoor Power Equipment
Targeting outdoor power tools, this book offers in-depth guidance on repairing engines and
chassis components, including those found in Craftsman snow blowers. It explains
diagnostic techniques, parts replacement, and adjustment procedures. Ideal for technicians
and hobbyists eager to master snow blower repairs.

7. Snow Blower Maintenance Made Easy
This book simplifies the maintenance process for snow blower owners, focusing on routine
checks and seasonal upkeep. It has dedicated chapters on Craftsman models, explaining
how to keep your machine in peak condition. Readers will learn how to perform oil changes,



belt replacements, and storage preparation efficiently.

8. Mastering Small Engine Repair: Snow Blowers
A technical guide that dives deep into the mechanics of small engines used in snow
blowers. It provides detailed repair techniques, diagnostic tools usage, and part
specifications, including those relevant to Craftsman 26 snow blowers. This book is suited
for those wanting to gain mastery over snow blower engine repairs.

9. The Essential Guide to Snow Blower Parts and Accessories
This resource helps snow blower owners identify and select the right parts and accessories
for their machines, with a focus on Craftsman models. It includes illustrations and
descriptions of key components, along with tips on sourcing and installation. Perfect for
upgrading or replacing parts on your Craftsman 26 snow blower.
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