big hill bayou wildlife management area

big hill bayou wildlife management area is a vital natural habitat located in Arkansas, offering a diverse
ecosystem that supports an array of wildlife species and plant life. This expansive conservation area serves
as an important refuge for both resident and migratory animals, as well as a popular destination for outdoor
enthusiasts. The area’s rich biodiversity, combined with its well-managed lands, provides opportunities for
hunting, fishing, birdwatching, hiking, and environmental education. Understanding the unique features
of the Big Hill Bayou Wildlife Management Area, its flora and fauna, recreational uses, and conservation
efforts highlights its significance in regional ecology and outdoor recreation. This article will explore these
key aspects in detail, providing a comprehensive overview of what makes Big Hill Bayou Wildlife
Management Area a remarkable natural asset. Below is a structured outline of the main topics covered in

this article.

e Overview of Big Hill Bayou Wildlife Management Area

Flora and Fauna of the Area

Recreational Activities

e Conservation and Management Efforts

Access and Visitor Information

Overview of Big Hill Bayou Wildlife Management Area

The Big Hill Bayou Wildlife Management Area (WMA) is situated in southwestern Arkansas and
encompasses thousands of acres of forested wetlands, bayous, and upland hardwoods. This WMA is managed
by the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission (AGFC) to preserve native wildlife habitats and provide
sustainable outdoor recreation. The diverse landscape includes bottomland hardwood forests, cypress-tupelo
swamps, and mixed pine and hardwood uplands, creating a mosaic of habitats that support a wide range of
species. The area plays a crucial role in protecting water quality and maintaining biodiversity in the region.
Moreover, Big Hill Bayou WMA contributes to the conservation of migratory birds along the Mississippi

Flyway, making it an essential stopover for waterfowl and other migratory species.

Geographic Location and Size

Big Hill Bayou WMA covers approximately 7,000 acres, primarily located in Sevier County and parts of



neighboring counties. The bayou itself is a slow-moving waterway that meanders through this landscape,
providing vital wetland habitat. The location's proximity to other conservation lands enhances its ecological

connectivity, allowing wildlife to move freely across a broader range.

Historical Background

The area was originally acquired by the state in the mid-20th century to protect waterfowl habitat and
promote hunting opportunities. Since then, it has been managed carefully to balance habitat restoration
with public access. Over the decades, restoration projects have improved wetland function and forest

health, supporting ecosystem resilience and diversity.

Flora and Fauna of the Area

Big Hill Bayou Wildlife Management Area boasts a rich variety of plant and animal species adapted to its
wetland and upland environments. The combination of bayous, swamps, and forested areas creates ideal

conditions for diverse ecosystems. This section explores the key species and their habitats within the
WMA.

Native Plant Communities

The dominant vegetation includes bottomland hardwood species such as oak, hickory, sweetgum, and
maple, which thrive in the moist soils along the bayou. Cypress and tupelo trees are prominent in the
swampy sections, providing critical habitat for aquatic and arboreal species. The upland areas feature loblolly
pine and shortleaf pine stands, mixed with hardwoods, supporting a different set of wildlife and

maintaining ecological diversity.

Wildlife Species

The Big Hill Bayou WMA supports numerous species of mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fish.
Key wildlife includes white-tailed deer, wild turkey, feral hogs, raccoons, and various small mammals. The
wetland areas are especially important for waterfowl such as mallards, wood ducks, and teal during
migration seasons. The presence of endangered species like the red-cockaded woodpecker has also been

documented, indicating the area's conservation value.

e White-tailed deer

o Wild turkey



o Waterfowl species (mallards, wood ducks)
¢ Red-cockaded woodpecker
e Various amphibians and reptiles

o Freshwater fish species in bayou waters

Recreational Activities

The Big Hill Bayou Wildlife Management Area is a popular destination for outdoor activities that include
hunting, fishing, birdwatching, and hiking. The area's management supports sustainable use of natural

resources, ensuring that recreation can coexist with habitat conservation.

Hunting Opportunities

Hunting is one of the primary recreational uses of Big Hill Bayou WMA. The area is well-known for deer
and turkey hunting, with regulated seasons established by the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission.
Waterfowl hunting during migration seasons also attracts hunters due to the abundance of ducks and geese

utilizing the wetlands. Feral hog hunting is permitted year-round, contributing to invasive species control.

Fishing and Boating

The bayou and associated wetlands provide excellent fishing opportunities. Anglers can target species such
as largemouth bass, catfish, and crappie. While the slow-moving waters of the bayou support small

watercraft such as canoes and kayaks, motorized boating is limited to protect sensitive habitats.

Birdwatching and Wildlife Viewing

Birdwatchers and nature enthusiasts frequent Big Hill Bayou WMA to observe migratory and resident bird
species. The diversity of habitats attracts songbirds, raptors, and waterfowl, especially during spring and fall
migrations. Wildlife viewing trails and observation points are available for visitors to enjoy the area's

natural beauty quietly and respectfully.



Hiking and Trails

Several informal trails wind through the WMA, allowing hikers to explore the bayou's forested and
wetland environments. These trails offer opportunities to experience diverse plant communities and spot

wildlife in their natural settings.

Conservation and Management Efforts

Effective management and conservation are essential to maintaining the ecological integrity of Big Hill
Bayou Wildlife Management Area. The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission employs various strategies to

balance public use with habitat preservation.

Habitat Restoration

Restoration projects focus on reestablishing native plant species, controlling invasive plants, and improving
wetland hydrology. These efforts help sustain the diverse habitats that support wildlife populations.

Controlled burns and selective timber harvesting are used to maintain healthy forest structures.

Wildlife Population Management

Population monitoring and regulation ensure that game species remain abundant while protecting non-
game species and endangered wildlife. Hunting regulations, including bag limits and seasonal restrictions,
help maintain balanced populations. Programs targeting invasive species, such as feral hog control, are also

critical components of management.

Water Quality Protection

Maintaining water quality in the bayou and associated wetlands is a priority to support aquatic life and
overall ecosystem health. Monitoring programs track water conditions, and efforts are made to reduce

pollution and sedimentation from surrounding land uses.

Access and Visitor Information

Big Hill Bayou Wildlife Management Area is accessible to the public year-round, with specific regulations
to ensure safety and conservation compliance. Visitors should be aware of guidelines to maximize their

experience while protecting natural resources.



Location and Directions

The WMA is located near Lockesburg, Arkansas, with access points off state highways and local roads.

Parking areas and signage guide visitors to key access points for hunting, fishing, and hiking.

Rules and Regulations

Visitors must adhere to state regulations regarding hunting seasons, fishing licenses, and permitted
activities. The use of motorized vehicles is restricted to designated roads and parking areas to minimize
habitat disturbance. Camping and fires are generally prohibited to protect the environment and reduce

wildfire risk.

Visitor Amenities

While the area is primarily managed for wildlife conservation, some basic amenities such as parking areas,
informational kiosks, and trails are available. Visitors are encouraged to bring necessary supplies and practice

Leave No Trace principles to preserve the natural state of the WMA.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where is Big Hill Bayou Wildlife Management Area located?

Big Hill Bayou Wildlife Management Area is located in Hempstead County, Arkansas.

What types of wildlife can be found at Big Hill Bayou Wildlife
Management Area?

The area is home to diverse wildlife including white-tailed deer, wild turkey, waterfowl, and various

small game species.

‘What recreational activities are popular at Big Hill Bayou Wildlife
Management Area?

Popular activities include hunting, fishing, bird watching, hiking, and wildlife photography.

Are there any hunting seasons and regulations specific to Big Hill Bayou



Wildlife Management Area?

Yes, hunting seasons and regulations are set by the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission and must be

followed, including specific seasons for deer, turkey, and waterfowl.

What types of habitats are present in Big Hill Bayou Wildlife
Management Area?

The area features bottomland hardwood forests, bayous, wetlands, and open fields, providing diverse

habitats for wildlife.

Is Big Hill Bayou Wildlife Management Area accessible year-round?

Yes, the area is generally open year-round, but certain activities like hunting are limited to specific seasons.

Are there any facilities or amenities available at Big Hill Bayou Wildlife
Management Area?

Facilities are limited; visitors should come prepared as there are few developed amenities, emphasizing a

natural outdoor experience.

How can visitors obtain permits for hunting or fishing in Big Hill Bayou
Wildlife Management Area?

Permits can be obtained through the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission website or authorized vendors

prior to engaging in hunting or fishing activities.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring Big Hill Bayou: A Naturalist’s Guide
This book offers an in-depth look at the diverse ecosystems within the Big Hill Bayou Wildlife
Management Area. It provides detailed descriptions of the native flora and fauna, along with tips for

birdwatching and wildlife observation. Readers will find maps and seasonal guides to help plan their visit.

2. Wildlife of Big Hill Bayou: Species and Habitats

Focusing on the rich biodiversity of Big Hill Bayou, this volume catalogs the various species of mammals,
birds, reptiles, and amphibians found in the area. It discusses habitat conservation efforts and the importance
of maintaining ecological balance. The book is an essential resource for wildlife enthusiasts and

conservationists.

3. Big Hill Bayou: History and Conservation



This title explores the historical development of the Big Hill Bayou Wildlife Management Area,
highlighting key conservation milestones. It delves into the challenges faced in preserving the habitat and
the community efforts that have shaped its current state. The book combines historical narratives with

environmental science.

4. Birding Big Hill Bayou: A Seasonal Guide
Designed for birdwatchers, this guide details the variety of bird species that inhabit or migrate through Big
Hill Bayou. It includes seasonal checklists, best viewing spots, and tips for identifying elusive birds. The

book emphasizes the importance of the area as a critical bird habitat.

5. Fishing and Hunting in Big Hill Bayou Wildlife Management Area
This practical guide covers regulations, techniques, and best locations for fishing and hunting in Big Hill
Bayou. It provides insights into sustainable practices and the role of wildlife management in supporting

recreational activities. Readers will find advice tailored to both beginners and experienced outdoorsmen.

6. Ecological Studies of Big Hill Bayou Wetlands
Offering a scientific perspective, this book compiles research on the wetland ecosystems within Big Hill
Bayou. It examines water quality, plant communities, and the impact of human activities on these sensitive

areas. Ideal for students and researchers, it highlights ongoing ecological monitoring efforts.

7. Photography in Big Hill Bayou: Capturing Wildlife and Landscapes
A visually rich guide for amateur and professional photographers, this book focuses on techniques for
capturing the natural beauty of Big Hill Bayou. It includes advice on equipment, lighting, and timing to

photograph wildlife and scenic vistas. The book also explores ethical wildlife photography practices.

8. Flora of Big Hill Bayou: A Field Guide
This comprehensive field guide documents the plant species found throughout Big Hill Bayou Wildlife
Management Area. It provides detailed descriptions, photographs, and identification keys for trees, shrubs,

wildflowers, and grasses. The guide is a valuable tool for botanists and nature lovers alike.

9. Big Hill Bayou: Stories from the Wild
A collection of personal stories and anecdotes from conservationists, hunters, and visitors to Big Hill Bayou.
This narrative-driven book captures the human connection to the wilderness and the ongoing efforts to

protect the area. It offers a heartfelt perspective on the significance of this natural refuge.
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big hill bayou wildlife management area: Flyfisher's Guide to Texas Phil H Shook, 2008-07
This is by far the most COMPREHENSIVE travel/fly fishing guidebook to be published to date. This
book covers Texas in its entirety from lakes, to rivers to the fish one will catch. Some of the lakes
included are E.V. Spence, Possum Kingdom, O.H. Ivy, Corpus Christi, Lake Buchanan, Falcon, Lake
Texoma, Sam Rayburn and more. Rivers included are the Guadalupe, Lanno, Rio Grande, Nueces,
and the Sabinal. Shook also covers the fish of the Texas waters such as: Bass: Largemouth,
Smallmouth, White, Guadalupe and Stiper as well as Panfish: Crappie, Trout and Catfish. There will
be over 120 detailed lake and river maps showing lake depths, river access, campsites, and areas of
special interest in addition to hatch charts, stream facts and recommended flies. As always this
guidebook extensively covers essential travel information such as accommodations, campgrounds,
listings for fly shops, restaurants, car repair and rental in addition to hospitals, airports and more.
This book is the best yet and an essential guidebook for the Texas angler as well as for those visiting
from out of state - a must have! (goodreads.).

big hill bayou wildlife management area: List of Public Outdoor Recreation Areas, 1960
United States. Outdoor Recreation Resources Review Commission, 1962

big hill bayou wildlife management area: Texas Chenier Plain National Wildlife Refuge
Complex , 2008

big hill bayou wildlife management area: Texoma and Seaway Group Salt Domes, SPR-III ,
1981
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big hill bayou wildlife management area: Taylor's Bayou Drainage and Flood Control,
Jefferson County, 1972

big hill bayou wildlife management area: Golden Pass LNG Terminal and Pipeline
Project , 2005
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big hill bayou wildlife management area: Survey of Pittman-Robertson Activities , 1955
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big hill bayou wildlife management area: Department of the Interior and Related
Agencies Appropriations for 1987 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations.
Subcommittee on Department of the Interior and Related Agencies, 1986

big hill bayou wildlife management area: Federal Aid in Fish and Wildlife Restoration ,
1956

big hill bayou wildlife management area: Federal Aid in Fish and Wildlife Restoration
Wildlife Management Institute, 1957

big hill bayou wildlife management area: Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Wildlife
Management Institute, 1959

big hill bayou wildlife management area: Federal Aid in Fish and Wildlife Restoration;
Annual Report on Dingell-Johnson and Pittman-Robertson Programs United States. Bureau of Sport
Fisheries and Wildlife, 1957

big hill bayou wildlife management area: Matagorda Islands Federal Land Disposition , 1982

big hill bayou wildlife management area: Waterfowl in Winter Milton Webster Weller, 1988
Waterfowl in Winter was first published in 1988. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology
to make long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original
University of Minnesota Press editions. The emphasis in research on waterfowl has traditionally
focused on breeding as opposed to migrant or wintering birds. Scientists have long been interested
in courtship, nest sites, laying, and brood-rearing, and they have also been concerned about losses of
eggs, young, nesting hens, and breeding habitats, especially as they have affected the goal of
increasing populations. But lately there has been an upsurge of interest and research on the
migratory and wintering phases, and this volume offers ample evidence of the knowledge gained.
The authors—105 waterfowl biologists—have contributed 47 chapters that range geographically



from Alaska to northern South America, and from the Pacific Northwest to Nova Scotia and Florida.
Their subjects include: distributional changes due to human influence; population trends and
concerns over less common species; pairing and other behavior that occurs in the wintering areas
and is vital to the success of the species; feeding ecology and body condition during winter; new
habitats created by such activities as aquaculture and park development; losses of habitat due to
development and drainage for alternate uses; lead poisoning and pollutants that are detrimental to
waterfowl; habitat management for maintenance of successful populations now and in the future.
Also presented are reports of workshop discussions outlining current issues and future research
needs. Preparation of this volume was assisted by an editorial board comprising Bruce J. ]J. Batt,
Robert H. Chabreck, Leigh H. Fredrickson, and Dennis G. Raveling.
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