biggest upset in college football history

biggest upset in college football history is a topic that captivates fans, historians, and analysts
alike. College football has witnessed numerous surprising and dramatic games where underdogs
defied expectations and toppled favored teams, creating unforgettable moments in sports history.
This article delves into the most significant and shocking upset games, exploring the context, key
players, and lasting impact each had on college football. By examining these historic clashes, one
can better understand the unpredictability and excitement that defines college football. Additionally,
the article will highlight the criteria that contribute to labeling a game as the biggest upset in
college football history. The following sections provide a detailed overview of the most memorable
upsets, their background stories, and why they continue to resonate with fans and experts today.
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Defining the Biggest Upset in College Football History

Determining the biggest upset in college football history involves analyzing several critical factors.
These include the relative rankings and expectations of the teams involved, the point spread before
the game, the historical prestige of each program, and the stakes of the contest. Upsets are more
significant when a lower-division team defeats a highly ranked opponent or when an unranked team
beats a top-ranked team in a high-profile game. The magnitude of the upset also depends on the
game's context, such as whether it altered championship prospects or broke long-standing winning
streaks. Understanding these elements helps frame why certain games are remembered as the
biggest surprises in college football history.

Criteria for the Biggest Upset

Several key criteria are used to evaluate and rank the biggest upsets in college football:

e Point Spread: A large betting line favoring one team over another indicates expectations and
magnifies the surprise of an upset.

e Rankings and Program Prestige: When a low-ranked or unranked team defeats a top-10 or



historically dominant program, it elevates the upset's significance.

e Underdog Status: The perceived strength difference, such as division or conference
disparities, adds to the upset’s impact.

e Game Stakes: Upsets that influence conference titles, bowl games, or national championships
carry more weight.

e Historical Context: Breaking records, ending long winning streaks, or winning at a
historically difficult venue enhances the legacy of the upset.

The 2007 Appalachian State vs. Michigan Game

The 2007 matchup between Appalachian State and Michigan is widely regarded as the biggest upset
in college football history due to the extraordinary circumstances and the shockwaves it sent
through the sport. Appalachian State, a Football Championship Subdivision (FCS) team, defeated the
fifth-ranked Michigan Wolverines, a Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) powerhouse, in a stunning
34-32 victory. This game marked the first time an FCS team beat a ranked FBS opponent, making it
a watershed moment in college football.

Background and Pre-Game Expectations

Michigan entered the game as a heavy favorite, with a point spread of approximately 30 points. The
Wolverines were ranked fifth nationally and were considered a top contender for the BCS National
Championship that season. Appalachian State, despite being a dominant force in the FCS with three
consecutive national championships, was seen as a massive underdog and had never beaten a
ranked FBS team.

Game Highlights and Key Moments

The game was played at Michigan Stadium, one of college football’s most intimidating venues,
adding to the improbability of Appalachian State’s victory. The Mountaineers executed a disciplined
and strategic game plan, with quarterback Armanti Edwards leading multiple scoring drives.
Appalachian State’s defense made crucial stops, including a goal-line stand in the final moments.
The game-winning field goal sealed the upset and stunned the Michigan faithful.

Significance and Aftermath

This upset had a profound effect on college football, demonstrating that FCS teams could compete
with FBS programs at the highest level. It also led to increased respect for smaller programs and



changed the perception of early-season non-conference games. The victory remains a benchmark
against which other upsets are measured.

Other Notable College Football Upsets

While the Appalachian State vs. Michigan game stands out, college football history is rich with other
major upsets that have captured national attention. These games often involve dramatic finishes,
underdog triumphs, and shifts in program trajectories.

Examples of Historic Upsets

1. Stanford vs. USC (2007): Stanford, a 41-point underdog, defeated the top-ranked USC
Trojans 24-23 in a nail-biting finish.

2. Notre Dame vs. Michigan State (1966): Unranked Notre Dame upset undefeated and top-
ranked Michigan State in a 10-10 tie that effectively prevented a perfect season for Michigan

State.

3. Harvard vs. Yale (1906): Harvard defeated Yale 6-0, ending Yale’s 37-game winning streak
in one of the earliest celebrated upsets.

4. UMass vs. Michigan (2007): Similar to Appalachian State, UMass shocked Michigan with a
strong performance, though not as widely recognized.

5. Texas Tech vs. Texas (2008): Texas Tech’s upset of the top-ranked Texas Longhorns was a
significant moment in Big 12 football history.

Characteristics Shared by These Upsets

These games share common traits that contribute to their status as historic upsets:

e Large disparities in rankings or expectations.
e Underdogs demonstrating exceptional preparation and execution.
e Influential moments that shift the momentum of entire seasons.

e Impact on coaching legacies and program reputations.



Factors Contributing to Historic College Football
Upsets

Several factors combine to create the conditions for the biggest upset in college football history.
Understanding these helps explain why some games defy predictions and become legendary.

Psychological and Motivational Elements

Underdogs often play with heightened motivation, seeking to prove doubters wrong. The pressure on
favorites can lead to overconfidence or complacency, opening the door for surprises. Emotional
intensity and team cohesion also play significant roles in performance during upsets.

Strategic and Tactical Advantages

Effective game planning and exploiting opponent weaknesses are critical. Underdogs sometimes
introduce unexpected plays or formations that disrupt favored teams. Turnovers, special teams
plays, and clock management can also tip the scales in upset victories.

Environmental and Situational Factors

Venue conditions, weather, and crowd dynamics influence game outcomes. Playing in hostile
environments or adverse weather can level the playing field. Timing within the season and player
injuries also affect team performance and susceptibility to upsets.

Impact and Legacy of College Football's Biggest Upsets

The biggest upset in college football history leaves a lasting impact on teams, fans, and the sport as
a whole. These games become part of college football folklore and influence future scheduling,
rankings, and perceptions of program strength.

Changes in Scheduling and Perception

Upsets like Appalachian State’s victory over Michigan have led to increased scrutiny of early-season
matchups between FBS and FCS teams. The perceived risk has influenced how top programs
schedule non-conference games and how analysts evaluate the strength of schedules.



Effects on Programs and Coaches

For underdog programs, historic upsets bring national attention, recruiting advantages, and
enhanced funding opportunities. Conversely, for favored teams, such losses can lead to coaching
changes, shifts in strategy, and reassessment of program direction.

Legacy Among Fans and Media

These upsets are celebrated in media retrospectives, documentaries, and fan discussions. They
embody the unpredictability and drama that make college football uniquely compelling and serve as
inspiration for future generations of players and fans.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest upset in college football
history?

The biggest upset in college football history is widely considered to be the 2007 game when
Appalachian State, a Football Championship Subdivision (FCS) team, defeated the fifth-ranked
Michigan Wolverines, a powerhouse Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) team.

Why was Appalachian State's victory over Michigan in 2007
such a huge upset?

Appalachian State was an FCS team with little national recognition, while Michigan was a top-five
ranked FBS team with a storied football program. The loss marked the first time an FCS team
defeated a ranked FBS opponent, shocking the college football world.

Are there other notable upsets considered among the biggest
in college football history?

Yes, other notable upsets include Stanford's victory over USC in 2007, Boise State's win over
Oklahoma in the 2007 Fiesta Bowl, and UMBC defeating Virginia in basketball, but in football, the
Appalachian State over Michigan game remains iconic.

What was the final score of the Appalachian State vs.
Michigan 2007 upset?

Appalachian State defeated Michigan with a final score of 34-32.



How did the 2007 Appalachian State upset impact college
football?

The upset highlighted the competitiveness of FCS teams, led to increased respect for smaller
programs, and changed perceptions about the strength of non-automatic qualifying conferences.

Has any team ever upset a No. 1 ranked college football team?

Yes, there have been several instances, including the 2007 Appalachian State upset over Michigan
when Michigan was ranked No. 5, and in 2018, Purdue defeated No. 2 Ohio State, but the biggest
upsets involving No. 1 ranked teams include Stanford's victory over USC in 2007.

What factors contribute to a college football upset being
labeled the 'biggest'?

Factors include the disparity in team rankings, program prestige, historical performance, point
spreads, and the significance of the game.

What was the reaction of Michigan fans and media after the
2007 upset by Appalachian State?

The Michigan fan base and media were stunned and embarrassed, as the loss was unexpected and
led to significant criticism of the coaching and team performance.

Have there been any upsets bigger than Appalachian State
over Michigan in terms of point spread?

While Appalachian State's upset is iconic due to the FCS vs. FBS context, other games have had
larger point-spread upsets, but none combined the factors of ranking, division difference, and
national attention as this game did.

Where can I watch highlights of the biggest college football
upset in history?

Highlights of the Appalachian State vs. Michigan 2007 game are widely available on platforms like
YouTube, ESPN archives, and college football highlight reels online.

Additional Resources

1. Miracle on the Gridiron: The Biggest Upset in College Football History

This book dives deep into the most stunning upset in college football, exploring the underdog team's
journey to victory. Through detailed game analysis, player interviews, and behind-the-scenes stories,
readers get a front-row seat to the making of a historic win. It captures the emotion and drama that

defined the game and changed sports forever.

2. David vs. Goliath: When Underdogs Shocked College Football



Highlighting several unforgettable upsets, this book focuses on the moments when lesser-known
teams toppled giants on the field. It offers a comprehensive look at the strategies, key plays, and
personalities that contributed to these remarkable victories. Readers will be inspired by tales of
perseverance and determination.

3. Underdog Glory: The Story of College Football's Greatest Shocks

This narrative chronicles the most surprising wins in college football history, emphasizing the
human stories behind the scores. The author delves into the cultural and social impact of these
games, showing how they resonated beyond the stadium. It's a tribute to the unpredictability and
excitement of the sport.

4. Against All Odds: The Biggest Upset Games in College Football

Focusing on statistical improbabilities and game-day conditions, this book examines how underdog
teams overcame the odds to win. It includes expert commentary and detailed breakdowns of pivotal
moments that turned the tide. The book appeals to both casual fans and football historians alike.

5. Shockwave: How One Game Changed College Football Forever

This title centers on a single, groundbreaking upset that sent shockwaves through the college
football world. It explores the game's legacy, including changes in coaching, recruitment, and media
coverage. The book provides a compelling look at how one game can alter the course of sports
history.

6. Giant Killers: Legendary Upsets in College Football

Celebrating the teams that defied expectations, this book profiles the players and coaches behind
legendary upsets. It combines thrilling game recounts with personal anecdotes and team dynamics.
Readers gain insight into what it takes to topple a powerhouse in college football.

7. The Underdog Playbook: Strategies Behind College Football's Biggest Upsets

This analytical work breaks down the tactics and game plans that underdog teams used to achieve
historic victories. Featuring diagrams, expert analysis, and coach interviews, it serves as a guide for
understanding how preparation can lead to shocking outcomes. It's perfect for readers interested in
the strategic side of football.

8. Heart Over Hype: True Stories of College Football's Greatest Underdogs

Focusing on the emotional and psychological aspects, this book tells the true stories of teams that
overcame doubt and adversity. It highlights the role of leadership, teamwork, and resilience in
securing stunning upsets. The narrative is both motivational and deeply human.

9. Game Changers: The Biggest Upsets that Redefined College Football

This collection examines multiple upset games that reshaped the landscape of college football,
influencing rules, rankings, and rivalries. Each chapter provides context and analysis of how these
games altered perceptions and expectations. The book is a must-read for fans interested in the
evolution of the sport.
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biggest upset in college football history: The Greatest College Football Rivalries of All Time
Martin Gitlin, 2014-08-14 College football is one of the most popular sports in the United States.
Fans follow their favorite team with unfailing loyalty, and nowhere do the colors come out more
fervently than when rivals face off. These games bring out the passion, the rituals, and even the rage
of football fans across the country. Whether based on history and tradition, or proximity and local
pride, college rivalry games have an intensity unmatched by any other sporting event. The Greatest
College Football Rivalries of All Time: The Civil War, the Iron Bowl, and Other Memorable Matchups
showcases the best of these competitions. Martin Gitlin details game highlights, the history behind
the rivalries, and how the fans, players, and coaches have impacted the matchups. The fourteen top
rivalries are covered, including the always-intense battles between the Ohio State Buckeyes and the
Michigan Wolverines, the great in-state rivalry between the Auburn Tigers and the Alabama Crimson
Tide, and the historic contests between the Army Black Knights and the Navy Midshipmen. In
addition to capturing the action of the games, this book also covers the personal stories that
heighten the passion and intensity of the rivalries—including pranks pulled over the years by
opposing fans. With stats and series highlights detailed in each entry, and featuring historical and
contemporary photographs throughout its pages, The Greatest College Football Rivalries of All Time
is a must-read for every fan of college football.

biggest upset in college football history: Biggest Upsets in Sports Ken Rappoport,
2014-09-01 Sports are unpredictable. They?re wacky. They can be totally off-the-wall! This title
highlights some of the most memorable tales and traditions from sports history and is brought to life
with exciting detail. Informative sidebars offer even more stories. You can also find a glossary,
additional resources, and more! This title is a must-read for any sports fan. Aligned to Common Core
Standards and correlated to state standards. SportsZone is an imprint of ABDO Publishing Company.

biggest upset in college football history: Biggest Underdogs Ava Thompson, Al, 2025-02-20
Biggest Underdogs examines the captivating phenomenon of underdogs achieving the impossible in
sports, offering a blend of sports history, biography, and psychological insight. It explores how
teams and individual athletes overcome significant odds to achieve remarkable victories. One
intriguing aspect is the role of strategic innovation, where underdogs often devise unique game
strategies out of necessity. Another is the psychological advantage gained from embracing their
underdog status, turning perceived weaknesses into strengths. The book uniquely combines
statistical analysis, interviews, and historical accounts to dissect the anatomy of underdog wins. It
progresses by first establishing the significance of the underdog concept. It then delves into case
studies and is further divided into three key parts: psychological fortitude, innovative methodologies,
and societal contributions. By analyzing team dynamics, motivation, and leadership, the book
provides actionable insights applicable beyond the sports arena, making it valuable for anyone
interested in performance enhancement and overcoming adversity.

biggest upset in college football history: Appalachian State Silences the Big House David ].
Marmins, Steven K. Feit, 2017-06-23 They are known as cupcake games--lower division teams get
paid to travel to college football Meccas where the hosts make a nice profit from an extra game. On
September 1, 2007, the University of Michigan Wolverines, with more wins than any team in history,
hosted the Appalachian State Mountaineers from Boone, North Carolina, in the first such game at
Michigan Stadium, the largest stadium in the country. App State was no cupcake. Coach Jerry
Moore, in the spirit of the 1980 U.S. Olympic Hockey Team and other memorable underdogs,
assembled his team with two things in mind--speed and character--and conditioned them to the
breaking point. We're fixin' to shock 'em, he shouted at practice, in the locker room, at the dinner
table. This book tells the inside story of Moore's legendary team and the Mountaineers' historic win.

biggest upset in college football history: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia


https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-008/files?trackid=Zmh23-1533&title=2003-acura-tl-fuse-box-diagram.pdf

2009-2010 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2009-08 The most comprehensive resource on college football
ever published.

biggest upset in college football history: Always Compete Steve Bisheff, 2009-09-01 Always
Compete is both a revealing look at the tactics and personality of one of college football's best
coaches, Pete Carroll, and a thrilling chronicle of the 2008 USC Trojans' quest for another
championship, culminating in their victory over Penn State in the Rose Bowl. Just when USC football
was in the midst of a horrific slump, when skeptics began to say the scholarship limits had conspired
to make it impossible to recapture its old glory, Coach Pete Carroll arrived to transform and
invigorate the program with his own bristling energy and style. He quickly reestablished the Trojans
not only as the dominant college football team in the Pac-10 but as the preeminent program in the
country, and the most entertaining team in the sport. During his tenure, Carroll captured two
National Championships, made an NCAA-record seven BCS bowl appearances, and produced three
Heisman Trophy winners as well as more than thirty NFL draft picks, including seven in round
number one. For the first time ever, author Steve Bisheff has been given exclusive access to coaches
and players, their meetings, practices, and locker room, as well as one-on-one interviews with Coach
Carroll himself.

biggest upset in college football history: 100 Things Nebraska Fans Should Know & Do
Before They Die Sean Callahan, 2013-11-01 The University of Nebraska-Lincoln is one of the most
storied and decorated football programs in NCAA history—since its inception in 1890, the program
has claimed five National Championships, all of which are explored in this essential guide, along
with the personalities, events, and facts that any and every Cornhuskers fan should know. The book
recalls the key moments and players from Tom Osborne’s reign on the Nebraska sidelines from the
1970s to the 1990s—an unprecedented period that included 13 conference championships and three
national championships—as well as the program’s early years and recent success under head coach
Bo Pelini. Author Sean Callahan also includes the unforgettable players who have worn the Scarlet
and Cream, including Johnny Rodgers, Mike Rozier, Tommie Frazier, and Ndamukong Suh. More
than a century of team history is distilled to capture the essential moments, highlighting the
personalities, games, rivalries, and plays that have come together to make Nebraska one of college
football’s legendary programs.

biggest upset in college football history: Virginia Tech Hokies Bowl Games ,

biggest upset in college football history: Cocoanut Grove Nightclub Fire, The: A Boston
Tragedy Stephanie Schorow, 2022 On November 28, 1942, fire roared through Boston's famed
Cocoanut Grove nightclub during what was supposed to be a high-spirited Saturday night. By
midnight, more than five hundred people were dead, dying, or maimed for life. Local author
Stephanie Schorow probes the club's history, the circumstances leading to the fire, and the tragedy's
lingering impact. The inferno reached deep into the city's social structure--its politics, medical care,
law enforcement, and religious life--and touched nearly everyone in the Boston area, even those who
had never set foot in the club. In this newly updated and revised edition, Schorow has added new
information, photographs, interviews and insights on the worst nightclub fire in American history.

biggest upset in college football history: The Best Bay Area Sports Arguments Cam Inman,
2008-10-01 WHO'S THE BEST? WHO'S THE WORST? Every Bay Area fan knows that the only thing
better than watching sports is arguing about the - picking the best, the worst, and who will come out
on top. And no region tears its sports teams apart like we do in Northern California. Veteran
sportswriter Cam Inman takes you inside the 100 best debates in Bay Area sports. Covering the
49ers, Raiders, Giants, A's, Sharks, Warriors, and beyond, every question you want to debate is here
- as well as a few surprises. Joe vs. Steve: Who deserved to start for the 49ers? Which Raiders
season was the best? What's theWarriors' all-time starting five? Is Barry Bonds a first-ballot Hall of
Famer? Was the A's best home run hit by a Bash Brother? Were Cal's five laterals legal in The Play?
Also included is a foreword by John Madden.

biggest upset in college football history: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia
2008-2009 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2008-08-04 The result of 15 years of exhaustive research, this



work is the definitive statistical and factual reference for everything related to college football in the
past 50 years.

biggest upset in college football history: How the Talmud Can Change Your Life Liel
Leibovitz, 2023-10-10 “I could not put it down.”—A. J. Jacobs, author of The Year of Living Biblically
A witty and wide-ranging exploration of a book that has perplexed and delighted people for
centuries: the Talmud. For numerous centuries, the Talmud—an extraordinary work of Jewish ethics,
law, and tradition—has compelled readers to grapple with how to live a good life. Full of folk
legends, bawdy tales, and rabbinical repartee, it is inspiring, demanding, confounding, and
thousands of pages long. As Liel Leibovitz enthusiastically explores the Talmud, what has sometimes
been misunderstood as a dusty and arcane volume becomes humanity’s first self-help book. How the
Talmud Can Change Your Life contains sage advice on an unparalleled scope of topics, which
includes communicating with your partner, dealing with grief, and being a friend. Leibovitz guides
readers through the sprawling text with all its humor, rich insights, compulsively readable stories,
and multilayered conversations. Contemporary discussions framed by Talmudic philosophy and
psychology draw on subjects ranging from Weight Watchers and the Dewey decimal system to the
lives of Billie Holiday and C. S. Lewis. Chapters focus on fundamental human experiences—the
mind-body problem, the power of community, the challenges of love—to illuminate how the Talmud
speaks to our daily existence. As Leibovitz explores some of life’s greatest questions, he also delivers
a concise history of the Talmud itself, explaining the process of its lengthy compilation and
organization. With infectious passion and candor, Leibovitz brilliantly displays how the Talmud’s
wisdom reverberates for the modern age and how it can, indeed, change your life.

biggest upset in college football history: The Great Book of Cleveland Sports Lists Bill
Livingston, Greg Brinda, 2008-12-16 Sports talk in America has evolved from small-time barroom
banter into a major media smorgasbord that runs 24/7 on TV and radio. With hundreds of billions of
dollars generated annually by pro and college teams in major markets nationwide, sports fans across
the country are more dedicated than ever to their teams. And when it comes to sports talk --
especially all-sports radio -- it's all about entertainment, information, prognostication, analysis,
rankings, and endless discussion. Prominent sports-media figures in each of the three target cities --
Cleveland, Detroit, and Washington, D.C. -- engage in this phenomenon with a compilation of sports
lists sure to delight as well as stir up debate within these already-buzzing sports communities. List
topics include: What were the most lopsided trades in local sports history? Who were the most
overrated athletes to play in our town? What local athlete had the best appearance in TV or film?
What was the most heartbreaking loss in local sports history? What was the greatest single play in
local sports history? Who are our team's most hated rivals? Plus dozens of guest lists contributed by
famous local sports and entertainment celebrities. With franchises in three of the four major pro
sports -- the Browns (NFL), the Indians (MLB), and the Cavaliers (NBA) -- plus a dedicated following
of the Ohio State University athletics, Cleveland's fans are some of the most rabid and
knowledgeable in the country, and Bill Livingston and Greg Brinda are the acknowledged authorities
on Cleveland-area sports.

biggest upset in college football history: The 100 Greatest Moments in St. Louis Sports
Bob Broeg, 2000 St. Louis produced the 1904 Olympics, the man who created tennis's Davis Cup,
the first forward pass in football, one of the best collections of soccer talent in North America, a Man
named Stan, a record-smashing seventy home runs in one season, and most recently, the Super Bowl
champion Rams.

biggest upset in college football history: Standing Ready John A. Adams, 2022-08-24
Across America in the wake of World War I, college football entered a time of prominence, often
referred to as a “Golden Era.” This same period saw the origins of many beloved traditions of Texas
A&M: cadets became known as “Aggies;” the “Aggie War Hymn” penned by J. V. “Pinky” Wilson '21
was officially adopted; maroon and white emerged as the sanctioned college colors. And in 1922, a
lanky Dallas athlete named E. King Gill stepped up and agreed to be the “12th Man” at a football
game that may have been the greatest ever played. Today, the 12th Man tradition is one of the most




cherished parts of A&M heritage. The 1922 Dixie Classic, precursor to today’s Cotton Bowl, featured
a contest between two championship coaches with strong ties to Texas A&M: D. X. Bible, who led
the Aggies from 1916 to 1928, and Centre College’s “Uncle Charlie” Moran, who coached at A&M
from 1909 to 1914. Historian John A. Adams Jr. '73 uncovers enthralling details: the pregame
conversation between Bible and E. King Gill that helped place Gill in uniform on the sidelines, the
wedding celebration involving the Centre College team at the historic Adolphus Hotel the morning
before the game, the diagram of the play the Aggies used to score the game-winning touchdown, and
so much more. Sports fans and historians, especially those interested in the early days of American
football, will savor the rich, previously unknown details surrounding this storied contest between
two renowned coaches and their steadfast squads.

biggest upset in college football history: How to Win at Gambling Avery Cardoza, This new
revised edition is easy-to-read book and packed with explanations that show beginning and
experienced players the rules, bets, odds, and best winning strategies on more than 25 games and
variations. Cardoza shows the absolute best ways, with the oddss to beat blackjack, craps, slots,
video poker, horseracing, bingo, poker (seven varieties), baccarat, sports betting (football, baseball,
basketball, boxing), roulette (American, European), Caribbean stud poker, let it ride, keno and more.
Includes money management strategies. 400 pages

biggest upset in college football history: Gridiron Leadership Evan H. Offstein, Jason M.
Morwick, Scott W. Griffith, 2009-08-25 With its use of football stories, Gridiron Leadership provides
a fresh, new approach to capturing and understanding the concepts and practice of leadership,
strategy, and execution. Gridiron Leadership: Winning Strategies and Breakthrough Tactics uses
real moments from the worlds of professional and college football, as well as a wide range of
evocative football metaphors, to dissect the craft of leadership and communicate essential
management lessons. With so many leadership and strategy books sending the same messages in the
same ways, this fresh approach is truly groundbreaking, using a familiar frame of reference to
capture and understand the concepts and practice of leadership, strategy, and execution. The
language of sports is already common vernacular among today's successful leaders. Gridiron
Leadership uses the accessible, recognizable terminology of sports in a thoughtful, systematic way,
making the connection between the culture of football and the kinds of organizational and leadership
situations encountered everyday. It covers the full range of modern organizational issues, including
human resources, crisis leadership, ethical leadership, strategic decision making, and organizational
change. With topics covering everything from building a winning team to analyzing the needs of
stakeholders, this is the playbook today's leaders have been waiting for.

biggest upset in college football history: Football's Most Wanted™ Floyd Conner,
2000-09-01 In 1920, the University of Texas Longhorns ate their mascot at a postseason banquet. In
1940, Turk Edwards of the Washington Redskins suffered a career-ending knee injury during the
pre-game coin toss. In 1969, Clive Rush was nearly electrocuted while being introduced as the new
coach of the Boston Patriots. During the 1893 Army-Navy game, a general punched a heckling
admiral and challenged him to a duel, which resulted in President Grover Cleveland suspending the
game for six years. Football’s Most Wanted™ features the worst players, the most inept teams, the
strangest plays, the most bizarre nicknames, the most fantastic finishes, the dirtiest players, the
oddest injures, the greatest upsets, and the most boneheaded calls in both professional and college
football. Many of these 700 anecdotes, arranged in 70 top-ten lists, are published here for the first
time. Football’s Most Wanted™ features the worst players, the most inept teams, the strangest
plays, the most bizarre nicknames, the most fantastic finishes, the dirtiest players, the oddest
injures, the greatest upsets, and the most boneheaded calls in both professional and college football.
Many of these 700 anecdotes, arranged in 70 top-ten lists, are published here for the first time.

biggest upset in college football history: The 50 Greatest Plays in Chicago Bears
Football History Lew Freedman, 2008-08-01 In a series that explores the logic-defying comebacks
and tough losses, the dramatic interceptions, fumbles, game-winning field goals, and touchdowns
that shape a fan’s greatest memories of their beloved team, this book does not disappoint as the



ultimate collector’s item for Bears fans. It chronicles the most famous moments in Chicago football
history, including Gale Sayers's six-touchdown day against the 49ers, Walter Payton's 275-yard
performance in 1977, Devin Hester's Super Bowl XLI kickoff return, and the dominating team
performance of Super Bowl XX. The descriptions of each play are accompanied with game
information and quotes from participants, players, and observers with firsthand accounts.

biggest upset in college football history: American Sports Murry R. Nelson, 2013-05-23
America loves sports. This book examines and details the proof of this fascination seen throughout
American society—in our literature, film, and music; our clothing and food; and the iconography of
the nation. This momentous four-volume work examines and details the cultural aspects of sport and
how sport pervasively reflects—and affects—myriad aspects of American society from the early
1900s to the present day. Written in a straightforward, readable manner, the entries cover both
historical and contemporary aspects of sport and American culture. Unlike purely historical
encyclopedias on sports, the contributions within these volumes cover related subject matter such as
poetry, novels, music, films, plays, television shows, art and artists, mythologies, artifacts, and
people. While this encyclopedia set is ideal for general readers who need information on the diverse
aspects of sport in American culture for research purposes or are merely reading for enjoyment, the
detailed nature of the entries will also prove useful as an initial source for scholars of sport and
American culture. Each entry provides a number of both print and online resources for further
investigation of the topic.
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