biggest what ifs in nfl history

biggest what ifs in nfl history have fascinated fans, analysts, and historians alike for decades,
fueling endless debates about how different decisions, plays, or events might have reshaped the
league’s landscape. From draft choices to game-changing plays, these pivotal moments hold
enormous significance in NFL lore. Exploring these hypothetical scenarios reveals not only the
delicate balance of success and failure in professional football but also highlights how single events
can influence careers, franchises, and even the sport itself. This article examines some of the most
intriguing and impactful what if questions that have haunted the NFL throughout its history. By
delving into these scenarios, we gain insight into the unpredictability and drama that make the NFL so
compelling. The following sections cover some of the most debated what ifs, ranging from draft day
decisions to critical game moments and franchise relocations.

e Draft Day Decisions: The Choices That Could Have Changed Everything
e Game-Changing Plays and Missed Opportunities

e Franchise Moves and Their Long-Term Impacts

e Career-Defining Injuries and Their Ripple Effects

¢ Rule Changes and Their Influence on the Game’s Evolution

Draft Day Decisions: The Choices That Could Have
Changed Everything

The NFL draft is one of the most scrutinized events in sports, with teams selecting future stars who
can define franchises for years. The biggest what ifs in NFL history often stem from draft day
decisions, where a single pick or trade could have altered the course of multiple teams and players
careers. These moments underscore the unpredictability and strategic complexity of the draft
process.

’

Tom Brady and the 2000 NFL Draft

Perhaps the most famous draft what if revolves around Tom Brady being selected 199th overall by
the New England Patriots. What if Brady had been picked earlier by another team, or what if the
Patriots had passed on him altogether? This scenario invites speculation on how many Super Bowl
dynasties might have been different without Brady’s presence in New England.

Tony Mandarich: A Cautionary Tale

Selected second overall in the 1989 NFL Draft, Tony Mandarich was once hailed as a generational



talent but ultimately failed to live up to expectations. What if the Green Bay Packers had chosen
another player, like Barry Sanders, who was picked third? This decision remains one of the biggest
what ifs, highlighting the uncertainty in evaluating talent.

Notable Draft Day Misses

Other significant draft day what ifs include:
e Ryan Leaf being drafted second overall in 1998 over Peyton Manning
e The Cleveland Browns passing on Joe Thomas in 2007, who became a Hall of Fame left tackle

e The 2017 draft where the New York Giants picked Evan Engram instead of Patrick Mahomes

Game-Changing Plays and Missed Opportunities

The outcome of NFL games often hinges on a handful of critical moments, and the biggest what ifs in
NFL history sometimes relate to spectacular plays or costly mistakes that shaped seasons and
legacies. These moments are etched in memory because of their potential to rewrite history had
events unfolded differently.

The Immaculate Reception

The 1972 AFC Divisional Playoff featured one of the most iconic plays in NFL history: the “Immaculate
Reception” by Franco Harris. What if the ball had not bounced off the defender and into Harris’s
hands? The Steelers’ playoff victory and subsequent dynasty might have been delayed or prevented
entirely.

Leon Lett’s Thanksgiving Blunder

In the 1993 Thanksgiving game, Dallas Cowboys’ Leon Lett’'s fumble recovery slip allowed the Miami
Dolphins to score a game-winning touchdown. What if Lett maintained control? This moment is a
classic example of how a single play can alter a game’s result and influence playoff positioning.

Other Critical Game Moments

Additional significant what ifs include:

e The missed field goal by Scott Norwood in Super Bowl XXV
e Malcolm Butler’s interception in Super Bowl XLIX, preventing a potential Seahawks comeback

e The “Music City Miracle” lateral play in the 2000 playoffs



Franchise Moves and Their Long-Term Impacts

Relocation decisions and franchise moves have had lasting impacts on the NFL's competitive balance
and fanbase dynamics. The biggest what ifs in NFL history often ask whether teams would have
experienced greater success or stability had they remained in their original cities or chosen different
relocation paths.

The Rams’ Move from St. Louis to Los Angeles

The Los Angeles Rams’ relocation in 2016 sparked questions about what might have happened if the
franchise had stayed in St. Louis. The move altered market dynamics and fan engagement,
influencing both team performance and league economics.

Oakland Raiders’ Multiple Moves

The Raiders’ transitions between Oakland, Los Angeles, and Las Vegas raise what if questions about
franchise identity and competitive success. Would the Raiders have maintained their historic success
if they had remained in one location? These moves reflect broader NFL trends involving stadium deals
and market considerations.

Impactful Franchise Relocations

Other notable franchise moves include:

e The Baltimore Colts’ controversial move to Indianapolis in 1984
e The Houston Oilers’ relocation to Tennessee and rebranding as the Titans

e The Cleveland Browns’ move to Baltimore, becoming the Ravens, and the Browns’ eventual
rebirth

Career-Defining Injuries and Their Ripple Effects

Injuries can abruptly alter a player’s trajectory and, by extension, the fortunes of entire franchises.
The biggest what ifs in NFL history often focus on how different careers and team successes might
have been without devastating injuries.

Bo Jackson’s Hip Injury

Bo Jackson was a transcendent two-sport athlete whose NFL career ended prematurely due to a hip



injury. What if Jackson had remained healthy? The Raiders and the NFL might have witnessed a
prolonged era of dominance by one of the most gifted athletes ever.

Robert Griffin 1lII’'s Knee Injury

RGIII's injury during his rookie season significantly affected his development and the Washington
Redskins’ future. Speculation persists about how far he could have carried the franchise without such
setbacks.

Other Notable Injuries

Some additional impactful injuries include:

e Andrew Luck’s multiple injuries leading to early retirement
e Wes Welker's 2011 concussion and its effect on his career

e Alex Smith’s horrific leg injury and remarkable comeback

Rule Changes and Their Influence on the Game’s
Evolution

The NFL’s rules have evolved over time to improve player safety, fairness, and entertainment value.
The biggest what ifs in NFL history sometimes involve imagined scenarios where different rule
changes were adopted earlier or not at all, thereby affecting gameplay and outcomes.

The Introduction of the Two-Point Conversion

Adopted in 1994, the two-point conversion added strategic depth to scoring decisions. What if this
rule had been introduced earlier or never implemented? The game’s scoring dynamics and coaching
strategies could look very different today.

Helmet-to-Helmet Contact Rules

Recent rule changes aimed at reducing helmet-to-helmet hits have altered defensive play styles.
What if these rules had been in place decades ago? Player safety and offensive production might have
been impacted in significant ways.

Other Influential Rule Changes

Additional examples include:



e The implementation of pass interference reviews
e Changes to overtime rules, including the introduction of sudden death and later modifications

¢ Adjustments to kickoff rules to reduce injuries

Frequently Asked Questions

What if Tom Brady had not been drafted in the 2000 NFL
Draft?

If Tom Brady had not been drafted in 2000, the New England Patriots might not have become the
dynasty they were, potentially altering the course of NFL history with different Super Bowl champions.

What if the Minneapolis Miracle catch had been incomplete?

If Stefon Diggs' catch in the 2018 Divisional Round had been incomplete, the Vikings would have
likely lost the game, changing the playoff outcome and possibly the future of both franchises.

What if the 'Fail Mary' game call in 2012 had been ruled
differently?

Had the replacement officials called the last play in favor of the Packers, Green Bay would have won,
affecting playoff seedings and the NFL's decision to hasten the return of regular officials.

What if Peyton Manning had not missed the entire 2011
season due to injury?

Without missing 2011, Manning might have secured more records and possibly changed the dynamics
of the Colts and Broncos, impacting multiple playoff runs and Super Bowl appearances.

What if the New Orleans Saints' bounty scandal had never
been uncovered?

Had the bounty program remained undisclosed, the Saints might have avoided severe penalties,
potentially maintaining their competitive edge in subsequent seasons.

What if the 1987 NFL players' strike had not occurred?

Without the strike and use of replacement players, the season's outcomes and player relations might
have been markedly different, influencing collective bargaining and league policies.



What if the 'Music City Miracle' play had been stopped?

If the Titans' lateral play in the 2000 playoffs was stopped, the Bills would have advanced, changing
the postseason trajectory and possibly the legacy of both teams.

What if the 2007 New England Patriots had won the Super
Bowl and completed a perfect season?

Completing a perfect season with a Super Bowl win would have cemented the 2007 Patriots as
arguably the greatest NFL team ever, impacting debates on NFL greatness and team legacies.

What if Johnny Manziel's off-field issues had never occurred?

Without his off-field problems, Manziel might have had a successful NFL career, influencing
quarterback dynamics and the fortunes of the teams he played for.

What if the NFL had not merged with the AFL in 1970?

Without the merger, the NFL and AFL might have continued competing for talent and market share,
potentially altering the league's structure, popularity, and the modern Super Bowl's existence.

Additional Resources

1. What If Brady Had Gone to the Giants?

This book explores the ripple effects on the NFL if Tom Brady had been drafted by the New York
Giants instead of the New England Patriots. It delves into how team dynamics, Super Bowl outcomes,
and franchise legacies might have shifted dramatically. Through detailed analysis and expert
interviews, the book reimagines one of football’s greatest careers in an entirely different setting.

2. The Peyton Manning Trade That Never Happened

What if Peyton Manning had been traded to a rival team early in his career? This book investigates
the potential changes in AFC dominance and playoff landscapes. It examines how the Colts, Broncos,
and other franchises might have fared with a different Manning timeline, providing a fascinating
alternate history of the NFL’s quarterback battles.

3. Jerry Rice Without Joe Montana

This title considers the impact on the San Francisco 49ers and NFL lore if Jerry Rice had never played
with Joe Montana. It discusses how quarterback-wide receiver chemistry defines greatness and
speculates on Rice’s career achievements and the 49ers’ dynasty without Montana’s leadership. The
book includes player perspectives and statistical recreations of this alternate reality.

4. The Impact of a Healthy Bo Jackson

Bo Jackson’s career was cut short by injury, but what if he had remained healthy? This book delves
into the possibilities of a dual-sport legend dominating both the NFL and MLB. It analyzes how his
prolonged presence on the field could have changed team strategies, draft decisions, and the cultural
crossover between football and baseball.

5. What If the NFL Had Never Merged with the AFL?



Explore the intriguing consequences if the NFL and AFL had remained separate leagues. This book
outlines how competition, player salaries, team locations, and fan bases might have evolved
differently. It provides a comprehensive look at the business and sporting impacts of one of the
biggest organizational decisions in football history.

6. The Tom Brady Draft Day Miss

Imagine a world where every team passed on Tom Brady in the 2000 NFL Draft. This book
investigates which franchises might have taken the quarterback and how their fortunes could have
changed. With detailed profiles and alternate draft boards, it offers a fresh perspective on one of the
biggest draft surprises ever.

7. What If the ‘Immaculate Reception’ Was Called Off?

This book reexamines the famous 1972 playoff play known as the Immaculate Reception and its
impact on NFL history. It speculates how the Pittsburgh Steelers’ dynasty and the league’s culture
might have shifted if the play had been ruled illegal. The narrative includes fan reactions and the
broader significance of defining moments in sports.

8. The Greatest Defensive Play That Never Happened

Focus on a pivotal game-changing defensive play that was narrowly missed or negated by a penalty.
This book imagines how a single defensive moment could have altered playoff outcomes and player
legacies. Through game film analysis and expert commentary, it highlights defense as the unsung
hero of football history.

9. What If the 1987 NFL Strike Had Lasted?

This book explores the consequences if the 1987 NFL players’ strike had extended for an entire
season. It discusses the potential impact on labor relations, team rosters, and fan loyalty. With
interviews from players, coaches, and executives, it provides a detailed look at a critical moment for
the league’s labor history.
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biggest what ifs in nfl history: Upon Further Review Mike Pesca, 2018-05-15 From Mike
Pesca, host of the popular Slate podcast The Gist, comes the greatest sports minds imagining how
the world would change if a play, trade, injury, or referee's call had just gone the other way.
Intriguing...thought provoking...delightful. --The Washington Post No announcer ever proclaimed:
Up Rises Frazier! Havlicek commits the foul, trying to steal the ball! or The Giants Lose the Pennant,
The Giants Lose The Pennant! Such moments are indelibly etched upon the mind of every sports fan.
Or rather, they would be, had they happened. Sports are notoriously games of inches, and when we
conjure the thought of certain athletes - like Bill Buckner or Scott Norwood - we can't help but apply
a mental tape measure to the highlight reels of our minds. Players, coaches, and of course fans,
obsess on the play when they ask, What if? Upon Further Review is the first book to answer that
question. Upon Further Review is a book of counterfactual sporting scenarios. In its pages the
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reader will find expertly reported histories, where one small event is flipped on its head, and the
resulting ripples are carefully documented, the likes of... What if the U.S. Boycotted Hitler's
Olympics? What if Bobby Riggs beat Billie Jean King? What if Bucky Dent popped out at the foot of
the Green Monster? What if Drew Bledsoe never got hurt? Upon Further Review takes classic
arguments conducted over pints in a pub and places them in the hands of dozens of writers, athletes,
and historians. From turning points that every sports fan rues or celebrates, to the forgotten
would-be inflection points that defined sports, Upon Further Review answers age old questions, and
settles the score, even if the score bounced off the crossbar.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: The Great Book of Philadelphia Sports Lists (Completely
Revised and Updated Edition) Glen Macnow, Big Daddy Graham, 2019-10-29 When it comes to
sports talk, no city has more to say than Philadelphia. With their 2007 The Great Book of
Philadelphia Sports Lists, WIP sports radio hosts Glen Macnow and Big Daddy Graham compiled
dozens of sports lists to stir up dialog and debate within the buzzing Philadelphia sports community
(and beyond). A lot has happened in Philly sports since 2007 -- the Phillies' 2008 World Series win;
the Eagles' record-breaking 2017 season, now-famous Philly Special play, and Super Bowl LII victory
over the Patriots; the Sixers' Trust the Process campaign; and, of course, Gritty -- so now Glen and
Big Daddy are back with dozens of new lists to keep the conversation fresh, ranking things like: The
most overrated and underrated players in Philly sports history The top 10 Philadelphia sports quotes
The 10 worst Eagles draft picks ever The greatest duos in Philly sports history The 10 best sports
movies set in Philadelphia The worst bosses in Philly sports history and much more!

biggest what ifs in nfl history: What If the Babe Had Kept His Red Sox? Bill Gutman,
2008-06-17 What if Babe Ruth had not been sold to the Yankees in 1920 and instead played his
entire career in Boston? What if Muhammad Ali had lost or quit in his first fight against Sonny
Liston? What if the Brooklyn Dodgers and New York Giants had never moved to the West Coast?
What if Vince Lombardi had become head coach of his hometown Giants instead of heading to Green
Bay? How would sports history, and our perception of it, be different today? These are some of the
questions asked and answered in this entertaining book of alternate history, the first book of its kind
in the field of sports. It is sure to appeal to every thoughtful sports fan. Skyhorse Publishing, as well
as our Sports Publishing imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested
in sports—books about baseball, pro football, college football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or
soccer, we have a book about your sport or your team. Whether you are a New York Yankees fan or
hail from Red Sox nation; whether you are a die-hard Green Bay Packers or Dallas Cowboys fan;
whether you root for the Kentucky Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins, or Kansas Jayhawks;
whether you route for the Boston Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs, Montreal Canadiens, or Los Angeles
Kings; we have a book for you. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times
bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to publishing books on subjects that are
sometimes overlooked by other publishers and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a
home.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: The Last Cowboy Mark Ribowsky, 2013-10-29 “An eloquent,
honest tribute to a sports genius.” —Publishers Weekly, Best 100 Books of 2013 As the coach during
professional football’s most storied era, Tom Landry transformed the gridiron from a
no-holds-barred battlefield to the highly-technical chess match it is today. With his trademark fedora
and stoic facade, he was a man of faith and few words, for twenty-nine years guiding “America’s
Team” from laughingstock to well-oiled machine, with an unprecedented twenty consecutive winning
seasons and two Super Bowl titles. Now, more than a decade after Landry’s death, acclaimed
biographer Mark Ribowsky takes a fresh look at this misunderstood legend, telling us as much about
our country’s obsession with football as about Landry himself, the likes of whom we’ll never see
again.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: Arum and King Marty Corwin, 2025-02-18 A fascinating,
behind-the-scenes look at the two most iconic boxing promoters in the last 100 years. When it comes
to boxing promoters, there are no two figures more successful than Bob Arum and Don King. Both



ruled the sport at the highest level for several decades, promoting such superstars as Mike Tyson,
Larry Holmes, Muhammad Ali, Oscar De La Hoya, Floyd Mayweather, and Manny Pacquiao. In Arum
and King: Six Decades of Boxing Gold, television producer and director Marty Corwin provides a
unique perspective into the lives and careers of these two legends. As the only person to have been a
department head for both promoters, Corwin offers fresh insight into what happens before, during,
and after the fights-the dealings, the prep work, the negotiations, the mind games-and shares it all in
this book for the first time. In addition, Corwin takes readers inside the complex world of
broadcasting for some of boxing's most iconic moments. There will never be another Bob Arum or
Don King. Boxing promotion has changed dramatically since both men began their careers. Today,
hundreds of internet channels, streaming services, social networks, and broadcast outlets muddy the
promotional waters. The inside stories featured in Arum and King therefore reveal not only the
difficult, risky, and exhausting lives of boxing promoters, but also deliver a glimpse into the end of
an era.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: In the Name of the Father Mark Ribowsky, 2018-08-07 The
story of America’s most sacred and carefully constructed football dynasty is revealed in this
unflinching family portrait. For generations, American athletes have enjoyed the ever-escalating
celebrity lavished upon them when they combine on-the-field talent with off-the field charisma, but
never before have we seen as transformative a sports dynasty as the Mannings: a bloodline of strong
arms, Southern values, and savvy business instincts—each man compelling in his own right, made
whole by family. But how, in just fifty years, did this private trio achieve football immortality? A
gripping and definitive account, In the Name of the Father traces Archie, Peyton, and Eli’s roots
from red-clay Mississippi to the bright lights of the Super Bowl to reveal the truth of their grit and
dedication, their inherent ability, and the drama they endured behind closed doors. As New York
Times Notable biographer Mark Ribowsky meticulously chronicles, the road to football stardom was
not paved smoothly for patriarch Archie. The most celebrated and beloved athlete to emerge from
tiny Drew, Mississippi, Archie lost his father to suicide during his heyday at Ole Miss. Then, despite
his playing through the pain, a string of surgeries prematurely ended a storied NFL career, most
memorably spent with the New Orleans Saints. Similar savior-like expectations were passed to
Archie’s eldest, Cooper, the most gifted of his brood, but the shocking discovery of a spinal condition
prevented Cooper from ever playing a single snap of college ball. Luckily, Archie had been raising all
three of his sons to love the gridiron, throwing deep balls to them off the front porch, and there were
two more heir apparents in the wings. Raised watching dusty old game films in the family den,
Peyton was swiftly hailed as a generational talent, his record-breaking tenure at Tennessee paving a
clear path to the NFL. Winning Super Bowls with both the Indianapolis Colts and the Denver
Broncos, he was able to overcome a debilitating neck injury—after barely being able to hold a
football—to eclipse Archie in football success. It was Peyton who would first pair his football cachet
with capitalism, selecting commercials and appearances to show off his humor and expand the
now-ubiquitous Manning brand into mainstream popular culture. And finally there was quiet Eli,
with an arm and a career to match his big brother’s but a reserved and enigmatic affect all his own.
The good-boy who followed his father to Ole Miss, Eli entered the NFL even more carefully managed
then his brother was, forcing a trade when the lackluster San Diego Chargers selected him with the
first pick in the draft. Even with two dramatic Super Bowl wins with the New York Giants, Eli’'s lows
have been catastrophic, and he has never been quite the media darling his brother is. But even as
their football careers wind down, the power of the Manning name only grows. Drawing on new
interviews and research, Ribowsky reveals a family of transcendent talent and intense loyalty
dedicated to maintaining an all-American facade that has, on occasion, shown cracks. From the
family’s past steeped in problematic parts of Southern identity, to locker-room scandal turned
lawsuit, to flashes of fraternal jealousy, Ribowsky leaves no stone unturned. Rich in gridiron
dramatics and familial intrigue, In the Name of the Father is a quintessentially American saga of a
multifaceted lineage that has forever changed the game.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: Never Boring Ed Willes, 2024-10-05 Veteran hockey writer Ed



Willes takes an irreverent look back at the sometimes thrilling, often infuriating and always
fascinating history of the Vancouver Canucks. Cheering for the National Hockey League’s Vancouver
Canucks over the last half century has required patience, commitment and a forgiving nature. It’s
not that the Canucks have been uniformly awful or drearily predictable. Far from it (as this past
season would attest). But every time they seemed close to delivering the ultimate prize to their fan
base—the indomitable faithful—they slipped on a banana peel and tumbled straight into the abyss.
Most of their failings were self-inflicted. The franchise’s ownership history is as uneven as its
won-loss record. But some have been so random and so accidental, the faithful can legitimately
wonder what they did to anger the hockey gods. It started in 1970 with a spin of the carnival wheel,
which gifted Hall of Fame centre Gilbert Perreault to the Buffalo Sabres and left the Canucks with
Dale Tallon. And it’s continued uninterrupted for over 50 years. For decades, veteran Vancouver
hockey writer Ed Willes has had his own vantage point on this team that has, in his words, “been
haunted by dark and unnatural forces since its inception.” And Willes’s knowledge extends far
beyond the most infamous chapters of the story. As this irreverent, often bitterly funny chronicle
shows, the litany of woe stretches back farther and runs deeper than many Canucks fans realize, and
stars several of the biggest names in hockey history. Willes’s account tells the story of a uniquely
confounded franchise and its obsessive followers, who have thus far been denied the thrill of a
Stanley Cup championship. Their consolation has been the dubious comfort of wallowing in
collective misery.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: 100 Things Utes Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die
Patrick Sheltra, 2011-09 All sports fans want to see their team win the championship but being a fan
is about more than watching your team win the big game. As part of an ongoing best selling series,
100 Things Utes helps Utah lovers get the most out of being a fan. Get ready to enjoy your team on a
new, more involved, level.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: Patriots 2005 Super Bowl Champions Boston Herald,
2005-02-15 Chronicles the 2004-2005 season of the New England Patriots culminating in their
defeat of the Philadelphia Eagles in Super Bowl XXXIX in Jacksonville, Florida.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: Ebony, 2005-11 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: Billboard , 1955-08-06 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: Jet , 2002-04-22 The weekly source of African American
political and entertainment news.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: The Advocate , 2004-06-22 The Advocate is a lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender (LGBT) monthly newsmagazine. Established in 1967, it is the oldest continuing
LGBT publication in the United States.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: Indianapolis Monthly , 2001-12 Indianapolis Monthly is the
Circle City’s essential chronicle and guide, an indispensable authority on what’s new and what'’s
news. Through coverage of politics, crime, dining, style, business, sports, and arts and
entertainment, each issue offers compelling narrative stories and lively, urbane coverage of Indy’s
cultural landscape.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: F&S Index United States Annual , 1999

biggest what ifs in nfl history: Backpacker, 2001-03 Backpacker brings the outdoors
straight to the reader's doorstep, inspiring and enabling them to go more places and enjoy nature
more often. The authority on active adventure, Backpacker is the world's first GPS-enabled
magazine, and the only magazine whose editors personally test the hiking trails, camping gear, and
survival tips they publish. Backpacker's Editors' Choice Awards, an industry honor recognizing
design, feature and product innovation, has become the gold standard against which all other




outdoor-industry awards are measured.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: The Advocate , 2002-11-12 The Advocate is a lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender (LGBT) monthly newsmagazine. Established in 1967, it is the oldest continuing
LGBT publication in the United States.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: Freezing Cold Takes: NFL Fred Segal, 2022-08-09 Sports
fans love holding media experts accountable for bad predictions. Since 2015, Fred Segal has
chronicled “unprophetic” sports predictions on the internet. His Freezing Cold Takes social media
pages feature quotes and predictions from members of the sports world that have aged poorly or
were, in hindsight, flat-out wrong. The pages have become a guilty pleasure for hundreds of
thousands of sports fans who love to see (okay, and mock in good humor) sports media’s infamous
“hot takes” that went cold. With this book, Segal focuses on the NFL, and provides a vast collection
of poorly aged predictions and analysis from NFL media members and personalities about some of
the most famous teams and players in the league’s history. He also explores ill-fated commentary
related to draft picks, hiring decisions, and some of the NFL’s most notable games. But this book is
not simply a list of quotes. It delves through content mined from internet archives and original
interviews with media, players, and coaches. Segal provides important background surrounding
each featured mistake to offer essential context as to why the ill-fated prediction was made as well
as why the personality who made the prediction is eating their words. Together, the fourteen
chapters—each spotlighting Freezing Cold Takes about a specific team or topic within a certain
defined period—create a wholly unique and endlessly entertaining lens through which to explore
NFL history. A few illustrative examples: (1987-94 San Francisco 49ers): “The 49ers should do
everyone a favor. Trade Steve Young. The myth. And the man.” (1989-93 Dallas Cowboys): “The
Vikings fleeced the Cowboys to get Herschel Walker” (2000 New England Patriots): The Patriots will
regret hiring Bill Belichick (2008 Green Bay Packers): Brian Brohm has more upside than Aaron
Rodgers (NFL Draft Picks): “The Dolphins could have had their next Dan Marino if they selected
Brady Quinn” (2007)

biggest what ifs in nfl history: Stunning NFL Upsets: 12 Shockers from NFL History
Matt Scheff, 2016 Highlights twelve game upsets from NFL history.

biggest what ifs in nfl history: 101 Strange But True NFL Facts VC Brothers, 2023-06-06 It is
a book filled with interesting and surprising stories about the world of American football. You will
discover fascinating facts that will leave you amazed about some of the most iconic events and
famous players in NFL history. You will learn about the longest games ever played and the most
incredible feats. You will uncover the secrets of the most successful coaches and the most talented
players. Furthermore, it is packed with entertaining and intriguing anecdotes that will keep you
glued to the pages. This book is perfect for American football fans, sports enthusiasts, and curious
individuals in general. It will take you on an exciting journey through its history and leave you with a
wealth of knowledge and facts to share with your friends and family.
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