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bill bryson a short history explores the life and works of Bill Bryson, one of the most celebrated

authors known for his unique blend of travel writing, science, and humor. This article delves into

Bryson’s early life, career milestones, major publications, and his lasting impact on literature and

popular culture. By examining his distinctive narrative style and thematic interests, readers gain insight

into why Bryson’s works resonate with a broad audience. The article also highlights key achievements

and the legacy he continues to build. With a focus on relevant keywords and a comprehensive

overview, this piece serves as an authoritative source on Bill Bryson’s journey. The following sections

provide a structured look at his biography, literary contributions, and influence.

Early Life and Education

Career Beginnings and Breakthrough

Major Works and Publications

Writing Style and Themes

Impact and Legacy

Early Life and Education

Bill Bryson was born on December 8, 1951, in Des Moines, Iowa, USA. He spent his formative years

in Des Moines and later in Ames, Iowa, where he developed an early interest in language and

literature. Bryson’s educational background includes attending Drake University, although he did not

graduate, choosing instead to pursue a career in writing. His time in the Midwest significantly



influenced his worldview and narrative voice, which often reflects a blend of curiosity and humor.

Understanding Bryson’s early life provides context for his later works that frequently explore the

intersection of culture, history, and science.

Family and Childhood Influences

Growing up in a supportive family environment, Bryson was encouraged to read widely and think

critically. His parents nurtured a love of learning, which is evident in his later writing. The Midwestern

setting also offered him a grounding in American culture that contrasts with his later experiences

abroad.

Education and Early Interests

Although Bryson did not complete a formal degree, his self-directed education was extensive. He

developed a passion for English language and literature, which laid the foundation for his diverse

writing career. His early interests also included travel and science, themes that would become central

to his best-known works.

Career Beginnings and Breakthrough

Bill Bryson’s writing career began in the late 1970s when he moved to the United Kingdom. Initially

working as a journalist and columnist, he gained experience that helped shape his approachable and

engaging prose style. Bryson’s breakthrough came with his travel writing, which combined sharp

observation, wit, and accessible commentary. His ability to blend humor with informative content

quickly distinguished him in the literary world.

Early Journalism and Columns

In the UK, Bryson wrote for a variety of publications, honing his voice and developing a loyal



readership. His columns often addressed everyday life and cultural quirks, showcasing his talent for

making ordinary subjects fascinating and entertaining.

First Travel Books

His first notable travel book, “The Lost Continent: Travels in Small-Town America” (1989), marked his

entry into the genre. It received acclaim for its humorous yet insightful portrayal of American life

outside major cities, setting the stage for subsequent successes.

Major Works and Publications

Bill Bryson’s bibliography is extensive, covering travel, science, language, and history. His best-known

works have been widely praised for their readability, wit, and educational value. Many of his books

have become bestsellers, translated into multiple languages, and adapted for various media formats.

Notable Travel Books

The Lost Continent (1989) – A humorous travelogue exploring small-town America.

Notes from a Small Island (1995) – A celebrated account of his experiences in the United

Kingdom.

In a Sunburned Country (2000) – An engaging travel narrative about Australia.



Science and Popular Nonfiction

Beyond travel, Bryson has produced influential works that make science accessible and entertaining.

His book A Short History of Nearly Everything (2003) stands out as a landmark achievement,

explaining complex scientific concepts in a clear, engaging manner. It won several awards and

remains one of his most popular titles.

Other Significant Titles

The Body: A Guide for Occupants (2019) – An exploration of human anatomy and health.

Mother Tongue: English and How It Got That Way (1990) – A study of the English language’s

quirks and evolution.

At Home: A Short History of Private Life (2010) – A historical look at domestic life and everyday

objects.

Writing Style and Themes

Bill Bryson’s writing style is characterized by clarity, humor, and an ability to simplify complex subjects

without losing depth. His narrative voice is personable and often self-deprecating, inviting readers to

explore alongside him. This approach has broadened the appeal of genres that might otherwise seem

dense or inaccessible.

Use of Humor and Anecdotes

Humor is a hallmark of Bryson’s work, helping to engage readers and make learning enjoyable. He

frequently uses anecdotes and personal reflections to illustrate points, which adds a conversational



tone to his books.

Interdisciplinary Approach

Bryson combines elements of travel writing, history, science, and linguistics. This interdisciplinary

method enriches his narratives and provides multiple entry points for readers with diverse interests.

Focus on Curiosity and Discovery

Central to Bryson’s writing is a spirit of curiosity and a desire to understand the world. Whether

exploring remote locations or scientific phenomena, he emphasizes the joy of discovery and the

importance of knowledge.

Impact and Legacy

Bill Bryson’s contributions to literature and public understanding of science and culture have been

widely recognized. His ability to bridge entertainment and education has influenced both readers and

fellow writers. Bryson’s works have inspired renewed interest in travel literature and popular science,

making these fields more accessible to a broader audience.

Awards and Recognition

Throughout his career, Bryson has received numerous awards, including the Aventis Prize for Science

Books and the James Tait Black Memorial Prize. His books have been consistently praised by critics

and celebrated by readers worldwide.



Influence on Popular Culture

Bryson’s engaging style has influenced how nonfiction is written and consumed. His success

demonstrated that informative content could be entertaining and commercially successful, encouraging

publishers and authors to adopt similar approaches.

Ongoing Relevance

Even as the publishing landscape evolves, Bill Bryson’s works continue to be relevant. His books

remain in print, are frequently cited, and serve as foundational texts for readers interested in travel,

science, and history.

Bill Bryson’s unique blend of humor and information has set him apart.1.

His extensive bibliography covers a wide range of subjects.2.

His educational background and early experiences shaped his narrative voice.3.

Recognition from awards and readership affirms his impact.4.

His legacy continues through ongoing readership and influence on nonfiction writing.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Bill Bryson, the author of 'A Short History of Nearly



Everything'?

Bill Bryson is an American-British author known for his works on travel, science, and language,

including the popular book 'A Short History of Nearly Everything.'

What is the main theme of Bill Bryson's 'A Short History of Nearly

Everything'?

'A Short History of Nearly Everything' explores the history of science and the universe, explaining

complex scientific concepts in an accessible and engaging way for general readers.

When was 'A Short History of Nearly Everything' by Bill Bryson first

published?

The book was first published in 2003.

Why is 'A Short History of Nearly Everything' considered a significant

work in popular science?

It is praised for making science approachable and entertaining, bridging the gap between scientific

experts and the general public by using humor and storytelling.

What topics does Bill Bryson cover in 'A Short History of Nearly

Everything'?

The book covers a wide range of topics including cosmology, geology, chemistry, biology, and physics,

tracing the development of scientific discoveries over time.

Has 'A Short History of Nearly Everything' received any notable



awards?

Yes, the book won the Aventis Prize for Science Books in 2004, among other accolades.

How does Bill Bryson's writing style in 'A Short History of Nearly

Everything' contribute to its popularity?

Bryson's conversational tone, wit, and ability to simplify complex subjects make the book highly

engaging and accessible to readers without a scientific background.

Additional Resources

1. A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson

This bestselling book explores the history of science and the universe in Bryson’s signature witty and

accessible style. Bryson takes readers on a journey from the Big Bang to the rise of human civilization,

explaining complex scientific concepts with humor and clarity. It’s an engaging overview of the natural

world and the discoveries that have shaped our understanding of it.

2. In a Sunburned Country by Bill Bryson

In this travel memoir, Bryson explores the vast and often dangerous landscapes of Australia. He

combines personal anecdotes with historical and scientific insights about the country’s unique

environment and wildlife. The book is both humorous and informative, offering a deep appreciation for

Australia’s natural beauty and quirks.

3. Notes from a Small Island by Bill Bryson

This book chronicles Bryson’s farewell tour of Britain before moving to the United States. Through witty

observations and affectionate commentary, Bryson captures the character of British towns, countryside,

and people. It’s a humorous yet heartfelt exploration of British culture and identity.

4. The Body: A Guide for Occupants by Bill Bryson

Bryson turns his attention to the human body, unraveling its complexities and marvels in an accessible



way. The book delves into anatomy, biology, and health, filled with fascinating facts and Bryson’s

characteristic humor. It serves as an enlightening guide to understanding how our bodies function.

5. At Home: A Short History of Private Life by Bill Bryson

This book uses Bryson’s own house as a starting point to explore the history of domestic life. He

investigates the origins and evolution of everyday household objects and practices. The narrative

blends history, science, and cultural observations, revealing surprising stories behind the mundane.

6. Down Under by Bill Bryson

A precursor to "In a Sunburned Country," this earlier travelogue covers Bryson’s experiences in

Australia with humor and curiosity. He explores the country’s history, geography, and people while

providing entertaining insights and anecdotes. The book highlights the contrasts and uniqueness of the

Australian continent.

7. A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson

This memoir recounts Bryson’s attempt to hike the Appalachian Trail, blending adventure with

reflections on nature and conservation. He shares humorous and sometimes sobering tales about the

challenges of long-distance hiking. The book is both an entertaining travelogue and a thoughtful

meditation on wilderness.

8. Mother Tongue: English and How It Got That Way by Bill Bryson

Bryson explores the history and quirks of the English language in this engaging work. He covers the

development, peculiarities, and evolution of English with wit and insight. The book is a fascinating read

for anyone interested in linguistics and the stories behind everyday words.

9. The Road to Little Dribbling: More Notes from a Small Island by Bill Bryson

This sequel to "Notes from a Small Island" follows Bryson as he revisits Britain after many years. He

offers fresh observations on the changes in British society and landscapes, combining humor with

nostalgia. The book is a delightful continuation of his affectionate exploration of Britain.
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  bill bryson a short history: A Short History of Nearly Everything Bill Bryson, 2003-05-06 One
of the world’s most beloved writers and New York Times bestselling author of A Walk in the Woods
and The Body takes his ultimate journey—into the most intriguing and intractable questions that
science seeks to answer. In A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson trekked the Appalachian Trail—well,
most of it. In A Sunburned Country, he confronted some of the most lethal wildlife Australia has to
offer. Now, in his biggest book, he confronts his greatest challenge: to understand—and, if possible,
answer—the oldest, biggest questions we have posed about the universe and ourselves. Taking as
territory everything from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization, Bryson seeks to understand how we
got from there being nothing at all to there being us. To that end, he has attached himself to a host
of the world’s most advanced (and often obsessed) archaeologists, anthropologists, and
mathematicians, travelling to their offices, laboratories, and field camps. He has read (or tried to
read) their books, pestered them with questions, apprenticed himself to their powerful minds. A
Short History of Nearly Everything is the record of this quest, and it is a sometimes profound,
sometimes funny, and always supremely clear and entertaining adventure in the realms of human
knowledge, as only Bill Bryson can render it. Science has never been more involving or entertaining.
  bill bryson a short history: A Really Short History of Nearly Everything Bill Bryson,
2009-10-27 Explore the mysteries of the universe without ever leaving your home! Bill Bryson takes
on the world of science and answers questions big and small, perfect for curious readers looking to
learn outside of the classroom! Did you know that: • Every atom in your body has almost certainly
passed through several stars and been part of millions of organisms on its way to being you? • If you
are an average-sized kid, you have enough potential energy inside you to explode with the force of
several hydrogen bombs? And—What happened to dinosaurs? How big is the universe? Why are
oceans salty? Is a meteor going to hit us? Tackling everything from the Big Bang to the rise of
civilization, Bill Bryson’s inimitable storytelling skill makes the why, how, and, just as importantly,
the who of scientific discovery entertaining and accessible for young readers.
  bill bryson a short history: Summary of Bill Bryson's A Short History of Nearly Everything
Swift Reads, 2021-02-18 Buy now to get the insights from Bill Bryson's A Short History of Nearly
Everything. Sample Insights: 1) Protons are an infinitesimal part of an atom. They are so microscopic
that about 500,000,000,000 of them could fit in a dot of ink. 2) A universe is created when a proton
shrinks down to one billionth of its normal size into a space so small that the proton looks enormous
by comparison. This compact space is then packed with every last mote and particle of matter. This
is how a universe is created.
  bill bryson a short history: Quicklet on Bill Bryson's A Short History of Nearly Everything
(CliffNotes-like Summary) Nicole Cipri, 2012-02-24 ABOUT THE BOOK In his introduction to A Short
History of Nearly Everything, author Bill Bryson describes a childhood experience common to many
of us: a brief infatuation with science, with all its potential and possibility. For Bryson, it was
inspired by a textbook’s cut-away illustration of the interior strata of the Earth, with the molten core
at the center. For myself, it was a children’s biography of Jacques Cousteau. Excited by the nearly
endless prospects of science, the questions that could finally satisfy a child’s curiosity, we both
reached for more books, and found our budding passions firmly squashed by an impenetrable wall of
unfathomable writing. As Bryson writes in his introduction, “there seemed to be a mystifying
universal conspiracy among textbook authors to make certain the material they dealt with never
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strayed too near the realm of the mildly interesting.” Bryson wrote A Short History of Nearly
Everything as an antidote to the dry-as-dust science tomes that weigh down students’ backpacks. It
is a layman’s love song to science, to its strange history and stranger characters. Published in 2003,
it has been become a popular addition to the popular science genre. MEET THE AUTHOR Nicole
Cipri is a restless wanderer and passionate writer. A graduate of the Evergreen State School in
Olympia, WA, Nicole has since written about such varied topics as modern urban farming, the role of
glitterbombing as political theater, and the economic impacts of natural disasters. You can follow
her adventures on Twitter, @nicolecipri. EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK Drama abounded in the 19th
century. After the discovery of the first dinosaur fossil in 1784, and with subsequent uncovering of
massive bones that belonged to other extinct species, there was an uncomfortable public debate
concerning extinctions. Why, after all, would an omniscient God create species of animals only to
casually wipe them out? Throughout history, the sciences have routinely butted heads with the
Church, a trend that continues today. From geology and paleontology, Bryson moves to chemistry.
With its origins in the enigmatic studies of alchemy, chemistry evolved along its own strange path.
Bryson tells one exemplifying story, in which an amateur alchemist became convinced the he could
distill gold from human urine. “The similarity of color,” Bryson explains, “seems to have been a
factor in his conclusion.” In an attempt to prove his hypothesis, the man collected fifty buckets of
human urine, which he kept in his cellar. After a few months, the man noted, the substance in the
buckets began to glow or explode into flames when exposed to air. He had failed in distilling gold
from urine, but he had succeeded in creating phosphorous. Buy a copy to keep reading!
  bill bryson a short history: A Short History of Nearly Everything 2.0 Bill Bryson,
2025-10-21 In this fully revised and updated edition of the best-selling popular science book of the
21st century, Bill Bryson makes complex subjects clear and compelling for everyone with an interest
in the world around them. NOW FULLY REVISED AND UPDATED. 'Possibly the best scientific
primer ever published.' Economist 'Truly impressive...It's hard to imagine a better rough guide to
science.' Guardian Bill Bryson can't contain his curiosity about the world around him. A Short
History of Nearly Everything 2.0 is the result of his quest to understand everything that has
happened from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization – how we got from being nothing at all to what
we are today. Now fully updated to reflect the many scientific discoveries in the last twenty years
since this book was first published, it explains among much else: why Pluto is no longer a planet how
the number of moons in the solar system has more than doubled in 20 years how scientists used
advances in genetics to discover previously unknown species of early humans why we still don't
know what most of the universe is made of how the little Higgs boson transformed physics This
journey through time and space will inform a new generation of readers, young and old, as well as
those who read this book on first publication with a new perspective based on what we know now.
Written in his inimitable style, Bryson makes complex subjects fascinating and accessible to
everyone with an interest in the world around them. A Short History of Nearly Everything 2.0
reveals the world in a whole new way. Praise for A Short History of Nearly Everything: ‘I doubt that
a better book for the layman about the findings of modern science has been written.’ Sunday
Telegraph ‘Bill Bryson has an unmatched gift for explaining the most difficult subjects in the clearest
possible way.’ Mail on Sunday 'A travelogue of science, with a witty, engaging, and well-informed
guide' The Times ‘Hugely readable and never obfuscating.’ Sunday Times ‘A genuinely useful and
readable book... A thoroughly enjoyable, as well as educational, experience. Nobody who reads it
will ever look at the world around them in the same way again’ Daily Express ‘The very book I have
been looking for most of my life... Bryson wears his knowledge with aplomb and a lot of very good
jokes.’ Daily Mail ‘Destined to become a modern classic of science writing’ The New York Times
  bill bryson a short history: Bill Bryson Scott P. Richert, 2011 No one is born a famous writer,
beloved and read by millions of teens and adults. Readers of the books in Today's Writers and Their
Works will learn the story behind each writer's story: for example, how Amy Tan became a
best-selling author with her first novel, even though she felt she could not write well; how Haruki
Murakami closed his sports bar to fulfill his dream of writing full-time; how Bill Bryson's move to



England facilitated his wry point of view. In addition to telling the writer's story, each book includes
an in-depth examination of the most widely read works of each author. for literature lovers, aspiring
writers, and those who have reports to write, there is no better source of information.
  bill bryson a short history: SUMMARY Edition Shortcut (author), 1901
  bill bryson a short history: Information Security and Employee Behaviour Angus McIlwraith,
2006 Angus McIlwraith's book explains how corporate culture affects perceptions of risk and
information security, and how this in turn affects employee behaviour. He then provides a very
pragmatic solution involving strategies and techniques for educating and training employees in
information security and explains how different metrics can be used to assess awareness and
behaviour.
  bill bryson a short history: A Short History of Nearly Everything 2. 0 Bill Bryson, 2025-10-21
  bill bryson a short history: At Home Bill Bryson, 2010-10-05 In these pages, the beloved Bill
Bryson gives us a fascinating history of the modern home, taking us on a room-by-room tour through
his own house and using each room to explore the vast history of the domestic artifacts we take for
granted. As he takes us through the history of our modern comforts, Bryson demonstrates that
whatever happens in the world eventually ends up in our home, in the paint, the pipes, the pillows,
and every item of furniture. Bryson has one of the liveliest, most inquisitive minds on the planet, and
his sheer prose fluency makes At Home one of the most entertaining books ever written about
private life.
  bill bryson a short history: A Short History of Nearly Everything - 10th Anniversary
Edition Bill Bryson, 2013 Now revised and updated to take in the major scientific developments of
the past decade, A Short History of Nearly Everything is Bill Bryson's classic quest to find out
everything that has happened from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization - how we got from there,
being nothing at all, to here, being us. Winner of the Aventis Prize for Science Books and the
Descartes Science Communcation Prize, it became a huge bestseller, and remains one of the most
popular science books of all time. Bill Bryson's challenge was to take subjects that normally bore the
pants off most of us, like geology, chemistry and particle physics, and see if there wasn't some way
to render them comprehensible to people who have never thought they could be interested in
science. On his travels through time and space, he encounters a splendid collection of astonishingly
eccentric, competitive, obsessive and foolish scientists, and takes us on an eye-opening journey
through time and space, revealing the world in a way most of us have never seen it before.
  bill bryson a short history: At Home Bill Bryson, 2013-10-29 Bill Bryson has one of the
liveliest, most inquisitive minds on the planet, and At Home is likely to become the most illuminating
book on the way we lived then and live now--the why and the where and the how of it--ever written.
Now, in this handsome new edition, his sparkling prose will be enhanced by some 200 carefully
curated full-colour images from both the past and the present. Selected from a staggering array of
sources to bring Bill's journey to vivid life, these pictures will make reading At Home an immersive
experience. When you've finished this book, you will see your house--and your daily life--in a new and
revelatory light.
  bill bryson a short history: All Things Testify of God Gary B. Sabin, 2023-12-10 This book is
for all those who wonder about the existence of a Supreme Being, who He is and His marvelous plan
as our Father for His children.
  bill bryson a short history: The Green Bookshop John Salinsky, Iona Heath, Matthew Walters,
2018-04-19 This collection that was first published in 2009, and is recommended reading for doctors
and others includes: The Green Bookshop opens its doors; Books that won prizes; Great books that
should have won prizes; Two books by one writer; A handful of classic novels; Short stories and
essays; Books and the cinema; Biography and memoirs; Classic books about general practice; Best
new books about general practice; Consultation and communication; Education for primary care;
Psychiatry, psychology and a bit of philosophy, and Reading for pleasure.
  bill bryson a short history: Home: A Very Short Introduction Michael Allen Fox, 2016-12-01
Thoughts and feelings about home traditionally provided people of all cultures with a firm sense of



where they belonged, and why. But with the world rapidly changing, many of our basic notions are
becoming problematic. Both internationally and within countries, populations are constantly on the
move, seeking better opportunities and living conditions, or an escape from violence and war. In
spite of, or perhaps even because of these trends, ideas about home continue to shape the way
people everywhere frame an understanding of their lives. In this Very Short Introduction Michael
Allen Fox considers the complex meaning of home and the essential importance of place to human
psychology. Drawing on a wide array of international examples he discusses what dwelling is and the
variety of dwellings. Fox also looks at the politics of the concept of 'home', homelessness, refugeeism
and migration, and the future of home, and argues that home remains a central organizing concept
in human life. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  bill bryson a short history: A Short History of Nearly Everything, Illustrated Edition Bill
Bryson, 2010-10-05 Bill Bryson's quest to understand everything that has happened in the history of
the earth, from the Big Bang theory to the rise of civilization and beyond—revised to reflect the last
two decades of scientific advancement. How did we get from being nothing at all to where we are
today? How did the age of the dinosaurs eventually give way to the age of the iPhone? In this
completely revised update to the international phenomenon A Short History of Nearly Everything,
Bill Bryson returns to answer these questions and many more. Bryson brings a groundbreaking
account of life itself to a new generation of readers and wonderers, as he takes subjects often passed
off as boring and incomprehensible and renders them accessible, fascinating, and outright amusing
to anyone who's ever wondered about the world around them. Introducing readers to a long list of
the world's most impressive archaeologists, paleontologists, physicists, astronomers,
anthropologists, and mathematicians—from their offices and laboratories to dig sites and field
camps—Bryson embarks on a journey to discover answers to the biggest questions about the
universe and ourselves. A Short History of Nearly Everything 2.0 is a profoundly enlightening,
surprisingly humorous, and charmingly clever adventure into the realm of human knowledge, as only
Bryson can render it. His revamped Short History is a thrilling journey through time and space, and
his writing will make readers both new and old see the world in a whole new way.
  bill bryson a short history: Spooky Physics ,
  bill bryson a short history: At Home (Illustrated Edition) Bill Bryson, 2013-11-07 What does
history really consist of? Centuries of people quietly going about their daily business - sleeping,
eating, having sex, endeavouring to get comfortable. And where did all these normal activities take
place? At home. This was the thought that inspired Bill Bryson to start a journey around the rooms of
his own house, an 1851 Norfolk rectory, to consider how the ordinary things in life came to be. And
what he discovered are surprising connections to anything from the Crystal Palace to the Eiffel
Tower, from scurvy to body-snatching, from bedbugs to the Industrial Revolution, and just about
everything else that has ever happened, resulting in one of the most entertaining and illuminating
books ever written about the history of the way we live, enhanced in this new edition by hundreds of
stunning photographs and illustrations.
  bill bryson a short history: A Walk in the Woods Bill Bryson, 2012-05-15 God only knows
what possessed Bill Bryson, a reluctant adventurer if ever there was one, to undertake a gruelling
hike along the world's longest continuous footpath—The Appalachian Trail. The 2,000-plus-mile trail
winds through 14 states, stretching along the east coast of the United States, from Georgia to
Maine. It snakes through some of the wildest and most spectacular landscapes in North America, as
well as through some of its most poverty-stricken and primitive backwoods areas. With his offbeat
sensibility, his eye for the absurd, and his laugh-out-loud sense of humour, Bryson recounts his
confrontations with nature at its most uncompromising over his five-month journey. An instant
classic, riotously funny, A Walk in the Woods will add a whole new audience to the legions of Bill
Bryson fans.



  bill bryson a short history: A Short History of Nearly Everything: Special Illustrated Edition
Bill Bryson, 2010-10-05 This new edition of the acclaimed bestseller is lavishly illustrated to convey,
in pictures as in words, Bill Bryson’s exciting, informative journey into the world of science. In A
Short History of Nearly Everything, the bestselling author of A Walk in the Woods and The Body,
confronts his greatest challenge yet: to understand—and, if possible, answer—the oldest, biggest
questions we have posed about the universe and ourselves. Taking as his territory everything from
the Big Bang to the rise of civilization, Bryson seeks to understand how we got from there being
nothing at all to there being us. The result is a sometimes profound, sometimes funny, and always
supremely clear and entertaining adventure in the realms of human knowledge, as only Bill Bryson
can render it. Now, in this handsome new edition, Bill Bryson’s words are supplemented by full-color
artwork that explains in visual terms the concepts and wonder of science, at the same time giving
face to the major players in the world of scientific study. Eloquently and entertainingly described, as
well as richly illustrated, science has never been more involving or entertaining.
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