
big audio dynamite medicine show
big audio dynamite medicine show represents a significant chapter in the evolution of alternative
rock and post-punk music. Formed by Mick Jones, formerly of The Clash, Big Audio Dynamite
combined rock, dance, reggae, and hip-hop elements to create a unique sound that influenced many
artists in the late 1980s and beyond. The Medicine Show, as part of this musical journey, highlights
the band's innovative approach to music production and live performances. This article explores the
origins, musical style, key albums, and lasting impact of Big Audio Dynamite and their Medicine Show
era. Readers will gain insight into how this band blended genres and embraced new technology to
redefine popular music.
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Origins and Formation of Big Audio Dynamite
Big Audio Dynamite (often abbreviated as BAD) was formed in 1984 by Mick Jones after his departure
from the seminal punk band The Clash. The formation marked a new direction for Jones, who sought
to experiment with a blend of musical styles that went beyond the punk roots he was known for. The
band initially comprised Mick Jones on vocals and guitar, Don Letts on vocals and samples, Dan
Donovan on keyboards, Leo Williams on bass, and Greg Roberts on drums. This diverse lineup allowed
Big Audio Dynamite to explore a range of sounds and innovative production techniques.

Background of Mick Jones
Mick Jones was a pivotal figure in the punk rock movement with The Clash but desired to push musical
boundaries. His experience in The Clash provided a solid foundation in songwriting and political
awareness, which he carried into Big Audio Dynamite. The new band became a platform for Jones to
integrate emerging genres such as hip-hop, dance, and reggae into rock music.

Early Years and Initial Releases
The band's debut album, "This Is Big Audio Dynamite," was released in 1985 and showcased their
eclectic style. Featuring innovative sampling techniques, the album blended rock, dance beats, and



reggae rhythms, setting the stage for the band's future work. The success of this album established
Big Audio Dynamite as a fresh and innovative force in the music industry.

Musical Style and Influences
Big Audio Dynamite's music is characterized by its fusion of multiple genres, reflecting the diverse
musical landscape of the 1980s. The band's sound incorporated elements from punk rock, reggae,
hip-hop, funk, and electronic music, creating a distinctive style that was both experimental and
accessible.

Genre Fusion
The band’s unique approach involved mixing traditional rock instrumentation with samples, loops, and
electronic effects. This fusion appealed to fans of various musical tastes and helped bridge the gap
between rock and dance music scenes. The integration of reggae rhythms and hip-hop sampling was
particularly innovative at the time.

Role of Technology in Sound
Big Audio Dynamite embraced emerging technologies such as samplers and drum machines, which
were relatively new to rock music production in the mid-1980s. Don Letts, with his background as a DJ
and filmmaker, contributed significantly to the use of samples and sound collage techniques. This
technological experimentation contributed to the band's dynamic and layered sound.

The Medicine Show Era
The Medicine Show era marks a notable period in Big Audio Dynamite's career, particularly associated
with their third album, "Megatop Phoenix," released in 1989. This phase demonstrated the band’s
continued evolution, blending social commentary with innovative musical textures. The term
“Medicine Show” reflects the band's theatrical and eclectic approach to their art during this time.

Concept and Themes
The Medicine Show era was characterized by its thematic depth, addressing political and social issues
through a mixture of irony and urgency. Songs often contained references to cultural and historical
events, delivered through a soundtrack that was as compelling as the lyrics. The band used this
period to critique contemporary society while experimenting with new sounds.

Production and Collaboration
During the Medicine Show era, the band worked closely with producers and engineers who helped
refine their sound. The production emphasized layering of samples and live instrumentation, creating
a rich auditory experience. Collaborations with other artists and remixers expanded the band’s



musical palette and reach.

Key Albums and Notable Songs
Big Audio Dynamite’s discography features several key albums that highlight their innovative style
and the Medicine Show phase. These albums contain some of the band’s most influential tracks,
which continue to resonate with audiences today.

This Is Big Audio Dynamite (1985)
The debut album introduced the band's signature sound with tracks like "E=MC²" and "Medicine
Show," which combined film samples, reggae beats, and rock energy. This record set the foundation
for the band's future exploration.

No. 10, Upping St. (1986)
The sophomore release continued the blend of genres and included hits such as "C'Mon Every
Beatbox" and "V. Thirteen." The album solidified the band's reputation for innovation and genre-
crossing.

Megatop Phoenix (1989)
Often associated with the Medicine Show period, this album featured tracks like "Rush" and "The
Globe," which became staples in the band's live performances. The album reflected a maturation in
both songwriting and production.

"E=MC²" – A fusion of rock and samples illustrating the band's experimental edge.

"Medicine Show" – A signature track combining reggae rhythms and cinematic references.

"Rush" – Known for its energetic beat and crossover appeal.

"The Globe" – A track that showcased complex production and layered sounds.

Live Performances and Tours
Big Audio Dynamite was renowned for their dynamic live shows, which captured the energy and
eclecticism of their studio recordings. Their concerts often featured multimedia elements, including
video projections and dance rhythms, enhancing the audience experience.



Touring Highlights
The band toured extensively throughout the 1980s and early 1990s, performing in North America,
Europe, and Australia. Their live shows were noted for their high energy and the seamless integration
of samples and live instrumentation.

Impact of Live Shows
The Medicine Show era brought a theatrical quality to performances, incorporating visuals and
thematic elements that complemented the music. This approach influenced other bands and set new
standards for live alternative rock performances.

Legacy and Influence on Music
Big Audio Dynamite and their Medicine Show era left a lasting impact on the music industry by
pioneering the fusion of rock with emerging urban and electronic styles. Their innovative use of
sampling and genre blending paved the way for future generations of musicians.

Influence on Later Artists
Numerous artists in alternative rock, electronic music, and hip-hop have cited Big Audio Dynamite as
an inspiration. The band's willingness to experiment set a precedent for creative freedom and cross-
genre collaboration.

Contribution to Music Technology
Their early adoption of sampling and digital production tools contributed to the broader acceptance of
these technologies in mainstream music. This legacy continues as modern music heavily relies on
similar techniques pioneered by bands like Big Audio Dynamite.

Recognition and Continued Relevance
While not always achieving mainstream commercial success, Big Audio Dynamite’s work remains
critically acclaimed and influential. The Medicine Show period, in particular, is recognized for its
artistic ambition and innovation in music production.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Big Audio Dynamite Medicine Show?
Big Audio Dynamite Medicine Show is a musical project or tour associated with the band Big Audio
Dynamite, known for blending punk rock, dance music, and alternative rock elements.



When was Big Audio Dynamite Medicine Show active?
Big Audio Dynamite Medicine Show refers to activities around the early 1990s when the band Big
Audio Dynamite was promoting their music, particularly linked to their album releases and tours
during that period.

Who founded Big Audio Dynamite Medicine Show?
Big Audio Dynamite Medicine Show was formed by Mick Jones, the former guitarist and co-lead
vocalist of The Clash.

What genre of music does Big Audio Dynamite Medicine Show
play?
Big Audio Dynamite Medicine Show features a mix of genres including punk rock, alternative rock,
dance, hip hop, and reggae influences.

Is Big Audio Dynamite Medicine Show a separate band or part
of Big Audio Dynamite?
Big Audio Dynamite Medicine Show is not a separate band but rather a name associated with a
specific tour or project by Big Audio Dynamite.

What are some popular songs by Big Audio Dynamite
Medicine Show?
Popular songs associated with Big Audio Dynamite Medicine Show include hits from Big Audio
Dynamite like "E=MC²", "Rush", and "The Globe."

Where can I listen to Big Audio Dynamite Medicine Show
music?
You can listen to Big Audio Dynamite Medicine Show music on streaming platforms like Spotify, Apple
Music, YouTube, and purchase albums on digital stores or physical formats.

Did Big Audio Dynamite Medicine Show release any albums?
The Medicine Show name is mostly linked to tours and live performances; the studio albums were
released under the Big Audio Dynamite name.

What is the significance of the name 'Medicine Show' in Big
Audio Dynamite Medicine Show?
The term 'Medicine Show' refers to the theatrical, eclectic, and experimental style of performances
and the blend of diverse musical influences showcased by Big Audio Dynamite during their tours.



Are there any recent updates or reunions related to Big Audio
Dynamite Medicine Show?
As of recent years, there have been reunion tours and performances by Mick Jones and Big Audio
Dynamite members, sometimes referencing the Medicine Show era in their live sets.

Additional Resources
1. Big Audio Dynamite: The Fusion of Punk and Dance
This book explores the innovative sound of Big Audio Dynamite, a band that uniquely blended punk
rock with dance music, hip-hop, and reggae influences. It delves into the creative process of frontman
Mick Jones after his departure from The Clash, highlighting how the group pushed musical boundaries
in the 1980s and 1990s. Readers gain insights into the cultural and musical impact of the band’s
genre-defying style.

2. The Medicine Show: Exploring the Soundtrack of Big Audio Dynamite
Focusing specifically on Big Audio Dynamite’s album "The Medicine Show," this book provides an in-
depth analysis of its tracks, themes, and production techniques. It examines how the album reflects
the social and political climate of the time, blending eclectic sounds to create a unique listening
experience. Interviews with band members and producers offer behind-the-scenes perspectives.

3. Mick Jones and the Evolution of Big Audio Dynamite
This biography traces Mick Jones’s journey from The Clash to founding Big Audio Dynamite, charting
his artistic evolution and the band’s changing lineup. It highlights key moments in the band’s history,
including their experimentation with sampling and multimedia influences. The book also discusses
how Jones’s vision helped shape alternative music in the late 20th century.

4. Post-Punk Pioneers: Big Audio Dynamite and the New Wave Movement
This book situates Big Audio Dynamite within the broader post-punk and new wave movements,
exploring their innovative contributions and legacy. It discusses how the band’s eclectic style
challenged traditional genre boundaries and inspired future artists. Detailed chapters cover their
albums, tours, and collaborations within the context of the 1980s music scene.

5. The Art of Sampling: Big Audio Dynamite’s Musical Innovation
Focusing on the technical and creative use of sampling, this book highlights how Big Audio Dynamite
incorporated diverse audio snippets to craft their distinctive sound. It explains the role of emerging
technology in the band’s production and how sampling reshaped music composition during the era.
The book also addresses legal and artistic challenges faced by the band.

6. Medicine Show Magic: The Visual and Musical Aesthetics of Big Audio Dynamite
This volume examines the visual imagery and stage presence associated with Big Audio Dynamite,
particularly during the "Medicine Show" era. It analyzes album artwork, music videos, and live
performances that contributed to the band’s identity. The interplay between visual art and music is
discussed as a key element of their appeal.

7. Global Rhythms and Big Audio Dynamite: A Cross-Cultural Sound
Exploring the multicultural influences in Big Audio Dynamite’s music, this book highlights how reggae,
hip-hop, and world music elements intersect in their work. It discusses the band’s role in promoting
cultural fusion within popular music and their impact on global audiences. Ethnomusicological



perspectives provide depth to the analysis.

8. The Legacy of Big Audio Dynamite: Influence on Modern Music
This book assesses the lasting impact of Big Audio Dynamite on contemporary artists and genres,
including alternative rock, electronic, and hip-hop. Through interviews with musicians influenced by
the band, it traces the threads of their innovative sound into the 21st century. The book celebrates
their pioneering spirit and enduring relevance.

9. Behind the Scenes: The Making of Big Audio Dynamite’s Medicine Show
Offering a detailed chronicle of the recording sessions and production challenges behind "The
Medicine Show," this book provides an insider’s view of the creative process. It features firsthand
accounts from producers, engineers, and band members, revealing how the album’s eclectic sound
was crafted. Anecdotes and rare photographs enrich this comprehensive narrative.
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  big audio dynamite medicine show: Sound of the Crowd: a Discography of the '80s
(Fourth Edition) Steve Binnie, 2018-11-05 SOUND OF THE CROWD: A DISCOGRAPHY OF THE
'80s is the ultimate record collector's guide to the 1980s. In the era of multi-formatting, picture
discs, coloured vinyl, multiple remixes, funny shaped records and tiny CDs you could lose down the
back of the sofa, this book lists every format of every single, EP and album released in the UK in the
1980s by over 140 of the decade's biggest acts, from ABBA to Paul Young. This fourth edition has
been fully revised and expanded to include even more acts than ever before, with additional sections
to cover Band Aid-style charity congregations and compilation albums from the early '80s K-Tel
efforts through to the Now That's What I Call Music series and its competitors. Compiled by Steve
Binnie, editor of the '80s music website Sound of the Crowd and writer, producer and co-host of the
unconventional '80s chart show Off The Chart, broadcast weekly on Mad Wasp Radio.
  big audio dynamite medicine show: Oh the Glory of It All Sean Wilsey, 2006-04-25 “In the
beginning we were happy. And we were always excessive. So in the beginning we were happy to
excess.” With these opening lines Sean Wilsey takes us on an exhilarating tour of life in the
strangest, wealthiest, and most grandiose of families. Sean's mother is a 1980s society-page staple,
regularly entertaining Black Panthers and movie stars in her marble and glass penthouse. His
enigmatic father uses a jet helicopter to drop Sean off at the video arcade and lectures his son on
proper hygiene in public restrooms. When Sean, the kind of child who sings songs to sick flowers,
turns nine years old, his father divorces his mother and marries her best friend. Sean's life blows
apart. His mother has a vision of salvation that requires packing her Louis Vuitton luggage and
traveling the globe, a retinue of multiracial children in tow. Follow Sean as he candidly recounts his
life growing up in a wealthy family all while discovering who he is amongst San Francisco's social
elite.
  big audio dynamite medicine show: Songs Michael Smith, 2024-04-20 Songs - A collection of
10 short stories. The Dry Cleaner From Des Moines - A lucky weekend in Las Vegas. Hocus Pocus - A
Magician uses real magic. Don't Worry About the Government - A US politician tells the truth; a
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Political Fantasy? Joys Of Christmas - Santa needs a minder. County Fair - Following a serious
accident, a woman waits for her memory to return. P. Machinery - Political memoirs of popular
deception, from the late-1990s. Medicine Show - A hair-raising story from way out west. The
Happening - The truth about Area 51? Becalmed - A businessman is given an opportunity to
re-assess his priorities. The Voice - A man gets more than he bargained for from his computerized
home.
  big audio dynamite medicine show: Once Upon a Time in New York... How I Painted My
Masterpiece ,
  big audio dynamite medicine show: Redemption Song Chris Salewicz, 2024-07-02 Based on
exclusive access to Joe Strummer's friends, relatives, and fellow musicians, this biography
penetrates the soul of a rock and roll icon. The Clash was—and still is—one of the most important
groups of the late 1970s and early 1980s. Indebted to rockabilly, reggae, Memphis soul, cowboy
justice, and '60s protest, the overtly political band railed against war, racism, and a dead-end
economy, and in the process imparted a conscience to punk. Joe Strummer was the Clash's front
man, a rock-and-roll hero seen by many as the personification of outlaw integrity and street cool.
The political heart of the Clash, Strummer synthesized gritty toughness and poetic sensitivity in a
manner that still resonates with listeners, and his untimely death in December 2002 shook the
world. Chris Salewicz was a friend to Strummer for close to three decades and has covered the
Clash's career and the entire punk movement from its inception. He uses this vantage point to write
Redemption Song—the definitive biography of Strummer, placing him in a long line of protest
singers that includes Woody Guthrie, John Lennon, and Bob Marley, and charting his enormous
success, his bleak years in the wilderness after the Clash's bitter breakup, and his triumphant return
to stardom at the end of his life. Definitively captures the man's humanity—his complex, volatile and
vulnerable soul. —Jon Savage, author of England's Dreaming Includes photographs
  big audio dynamite medicine show: The Clash on the Clash Sean Egan, 2017-11-01 The Clash
thought they could change the world. They never did, but they created some of the greatest rock
music of all time in the attempt. Clash interviews were mesmerizing. Infused with the messianic
spirit of punk, the Clash engaged with the press like no rock group before or since, treating
interviews almost as addresses to the nation. Their pronouncements were welcomed but were hardly
uncritically reported. The Clash's back pages are voluminous, crackle with controversy, and
constitute a snapshot of a uniquely thoughtful and fractious period in modern history. Included in
this compendium are the Clash's encounters with the most brilliant music writers of their time,
including Lester Bangs, Nick Kent, Mikal Gilmore, Chris Salewicz, Charles Shaar Murray, Mick
Farren, Kris Needs, and Lenny Kaye. Whether it be their audience with the (mainly) simpatico likes
of punk fanzine Sniffin' Glue, their testy encounters with the correspondents of pious UK weeklies
like New Musical Express, Melody Maker, and Sounds, or their friendlier but no less eyebrow-raising
conversations with US periodicals like Creem and Rolling Stone, the Clash consistently created copy
that lived up to their sobriquet The Only Band That Matters.
  big audio dynamite medicine show: Ten Sean Gladding, 2013-12-06 To most people, the Ten
Commandments represent archaic rules dictated by a taskmaster God. But what if they are actually
a promise of the covenant relationship between God and his people? Sean Gladding invites you into
the lively conversations of a pastor named John as he engages the viewpoints of friends in his
favorite coffee shop who wonder at the meaning of those Ten Words for today.
  big audio dynamite medicine show: Billboard , 1986-03-22 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  big audio dynamite medicine show: SPIN , 1986-03 From the concert stage to the dressing
room, from the recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape
and the culture around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning



critical ear. With dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of
SPIN pulsate with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or
what's next, SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.
  big audio dynamite medicine show: The Clash Sean Egan, 2014-11-06 When considered in a
broader social context, The Clash stand as one of the most important musical acts in rock history.
Original punks who transcended the music’s minimalist origins, The Clash lived and breathed the
idea that they could change the world with their art. In The Clash: The Only Band That
Mattered,respected music critic Sean Egan examines The Clash’s career and art through the prism
of the uniquely interesting and fractious UK politics of the 1970s and ’80s, without which they
simply would not have existed. Tackling such subjects as The Clash’s self-conscious tussles with
their record label, the accusations of selling out that dogged their footsteps, their rivalry with the
similarly leaning but less purist Jam, the paradoxical quality of their achieving multiplatinum
success, and even whether their denunciations of Thatcherism were proven wrong, Egan has come
up with new insights into a much discussed group. Clash fans, Clash haters, social historians, and
political students will all find themselves entertained by his thought-provoking conclusions.
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