biblical history of israel and palestine

biblical history of israel and palestine encompasses a complex and deeply rooted
narrative that spans millennia, tracing the religious, cultural, and political developments in
one of the most historically significant regions of the ancient Near East. This area, often
referred to as the Holy Land, is central to the sacred texts of Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam, making its history pivotal for understanding the origins and interactions of these
faiths. The biblical accounts provide insight into the early inhabitants, the rise and fall of
kingdoms, and the enduring legacy of the Israelite and Palestinian peoples. This article
explores the key events, figures, and archaeological findings that shape the biblical history
of Israel and Palestine. By examining scriptural narratives alongside historical and
archaeological evidence, a clearer picture emerges of the ancient dynamics that have
influenced this region. The discussion includes the patriarchal period, the establishment of
the Israelite monarchy, the Babylonian exile, and the interwoven destinies of Israel and
Palestine through the biblical lens. The following sections will delve into these themes in
detail, offering a comprehensive overview of the biblical history of Israel and Palestine.

e Ancient Origins and Patriarchal Narratives

e The Israelite Monarchy and Kingdoms

e Exile, Return, and Prophetic Traditions

e Cultural and Religious Interactions in Biblical Times

¢ Archaeological Insights into Biblical Israel and Palestine

Ancient Origins and Patriarchal Narratives

The biblical history of Israel and Palestine begins with the ancient origins described
primarily in the Book of Genesis. This period outlines the stories of the patriarchs Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, who are considered the founding figures of the Israelite people.
Abraham'’s journey from Mesopotamia to Canaan marks the beginning of a covenantal
relationship with God, establishing the land of Canaan as the promised inheritance for his
descendants. These narratives not only provide a theological foundation but also reflect
early societal structures and migrations in the region.

The Covenant with Abraham

Central to the biblical history of Israel and Palestine is the covenant between God and
Abraham. According to biblical texts, God promised Abraham numerous descendants and
the land of Canaan, forming the basis for the Israelite claim to the territory. This covenant is
a recurring theme throughout the Hebrew Bible, symbolizing divine guidance and

protection over the Israelite people.



Jacob and the Twelve Tribes

Jacob, later named lIsrael, is depicted as the patriarch whose twelve sons became the
progenitors of the twelve tribes of Israel. These tribes traditionally occupied various
territories within ancient Palestine, each with distinct identities yet united under a shared
ancestry. The distribution of the tribes set the stage for later political and social
developments in the biblical narrative.

Early Settlement and Social Structures

Following the patriarchal period, the Israelites are described as settling in Canaan,
encountering indigenous peoples such as the Canaanites and Philistines. The biblical history
of Israel and Palestine during this era highlights conflicts, alliances, and the formation of
early social and religious institutions that shaped Israelite identity.

The Israelite Monarchy and Kingdoms

The establishment of the Israelite monarchy represents a pivotal chapter in the biblical
history of Israel and Palestine. This era encompasses the reigns of Saul, David, and
Solomon, as well as the subsequent division of the united kingdom into Israel and Judah.
These developments are crucial for understanding the political and religious consolidation
of the Israelite nation.

The Reign of King Saul

Saul is recognized as the first king of Israel, anointed to unify the tribes and defend against
external threats. His reign, though marked by military successes, is often depicted as
troubled and transitional, leading to the rise of David as a central figure in Israelite history.

King David and the United Kingdom

David’s reign is characterized by the unification of the Israelite tribes, the establishment of
Jerusalem as the political and religious capital, and significant military expansion. David is
credited with consolidating the Israelite kingdom and laying the foundation for a centralized
monarchy that influenced subsequent biblical and historical narratives.

Solomon’s Temple and the Golden Age

Solomon, David’s son, is renowned for building the First Temple in Jerusalem, which
became the focal point of Israelite worship. His reign is often described as a golden age of
peace, prosperity, and cultural development, although biblical texts also foreshadow the
kingdom’s eventual division after his death.



Division into Israel and Judah

After Solomon’s death, the united kingdom split into two separate entities: the northern

kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah. This division led to distinct political
and religious trajectories, with each kingdom facing various foreign invasions and internal
challenges that are extensively documented in the biblical history of Israel and Palestine.

Exile, Return, and Prophetic Traditions

The periods of exile and return are critical in understanding the biblical history of Israel and
Palestine, reflecting themes of judgment, repentance, and restoration. The Babylonian
exile, in particular, had profound effects on Israelite identity and religious practices.

The Babylonian Exile

In the 6th century BCE, the Babylonian Empire conquered Judah, destroyed Solomon’s
Temple, and deported much of the population to Babylon. This exile is portrayed in biblical
texts as a divine punishment for Israel’s unfaithfulness but also as a time of reflection and
theological development.

Return and Rebuilding

Following the Persian conquest of Babylon, Persian rulers allowed the exiled Israelites to
return to their land and rebuild the Temple, initiating the Second Temple period. This era is
marked by renewed religious fervor and the reestablishment of community structures in
Jerusalem and surrounding areas.

The Role of the Prophets

Prophetic figures such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel played essential roles during times
of crisis and transition. Their messages often emphasized covenantal faithfulness, social
justice, and hope for future restoration, deeply influencing the religious and ethical
framework of the Israelite people.

Cultural and Religious Interactions in Biblical
Times

The biblical history of Israel and Palestine is characterized by interactions with various
neighboring cultures and religions. These encounters shaped the development of Israelite
religion, law, and society, reflecting a dynamic and interconnected ancient Near Eastern
context.



Relations with the Philistines

The Philistines, inhabitants of the coastal regions of Palestine, frequently appear in biblical
narratives as adversaries of the Israelites. Their conflicts, such as those described in the
stories of Samson and David, illustrate the contested nature of territorial and cultural
boundaries in the region.

Influence of Canaanite Religion

Canaanite religious practices and deities influenced Israelite worship, as evidenced by
biblical condemnations of idolatry and syncretism. Understanding these influences provides
insight into the religious reforms and developments recorded in the biblical history of Israel
and Palestine.

Hellenistic and Roman Contexts

Later periods saw increased interaction with Greek and Roman powers, which impacted the
social and religious landscape of the region. Although these eras extend beyond the earliest
biblical history, they are essential for contextualizing the ongoing significance of Israel and
Palestine in biblical and post-biblical times.

Archaeological Insights into Biblical Israel and
Palestine

Archaeology plays a vital role in corroborating and illuminating the biblical history of Israel
and Palestine. Excavations and material findings help to clarify historical contexts, verify
biblical accounts, and reveal the everyday lives of ancient inhabitants.

Key Archaeological Sites

¢ Jerusalem: Discoveries related to the First and Second Temples, ancient city walls,
and administrative buildings.

e Hazor, Megiddo, and Lachish: Major Canaanite and Israelite cities providing
evidence of urban development and military activity.

e Tel Dan Inscription: An archaeological artifact referencing the "House of David,"
supporting the historical existence of King David’s dynasty.

e Dead Sea Scrolls: Ancient manuscripts that shed light on religious beliefs and
practices during the Second Temple period.



Challenges in Interpretation

While archaeology contributes significantly to understanding the biblical history of Israel
and Palestine, challenges remain due to limited evidence, complex stratigraphy, and
interpretive debates. Scholars must carefully balance biblical texts with archaeological data
to reconstruct an accurate historical narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Canaan in the biblical history
of Israel and Palestine?

Canaan is the ancient land promised by God to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, which corresponds roughly to modern-day Israel and Palestine. It serves as the
primary geographical setting for many biblical narratives and is central to the history of the
Israelite people.

Who were the Philistines according to the Bible, and
what role did they play in the history of Israel and
Palestine?

The Philistines were a group of people mentioned in the Bible as inhabitants of the coastal
region of Palestine. They often clashed with the Israelites and are known for their conflicts
with biblical figures such as Samson and King David.

How does the Bible describe the Kingdom of Israel and
its division?

The Bible describes the Kingdom of Israel as a united monarchy under Kings Saul, David,
and Solomon. After Solomon's reign, the kingdom split into two: the northern Kingdom of

Israel and the southern Kingdom of Judah, which included parts of modern Israel and
Palestine.

What is the historical and biblical importance of
Jerusalem?

Jerusalem holds significant historical and religious importance in biblical history as the
political and spiritual capital of ancient Israel and Judah. It is the site of Solomon’s Temple
and later the Second Temple, central to Jewish worship and identity.

How do biblical accounts describe the Exodus and its
relation to Israel's history in Palestine?

The Exodus describes the departure of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, led by Moses,
and their subsequent journey to the Promised Land of Canaan (modern Israel and



Palestine). It marks the foundation of Israelite identity and their settlement in the region.

What role do the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
play in the biblical history of Israel and Palestine?

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are the patriarchs of the Israelite people, with God making
covenants with them regarding the land of Canaan. Their stories lay the foundation for the
claims of the Israelites to the land of Israel and Palestine.

How is the land of Israel and Palestine depicted in the
Bible in terms of divine promise and covenant?

The Bible depicts the land of Israel and Palestine as a divine gift, promised by God to the
descendants of Abraham through a covenant. This promise is a central theme throughout
biblical history, underscoring the Israelites' connection to the land.

What archaeological findings support biblical narratives
about ancient Israel and Palestine?

Archaeological discoveries such as ancient city ruins, inscriptions, and artifacts in Israel and
Palestine corroborate various biblical accounts, including evidence of ancient settlements,
fortifications, and cultic practices mentioned in the Bible.

How do biblical prophecies relate to the history and
future of Israel and Palestine?

Biblical prophecies often address the fate of Israel and its people, including themes of exile,
restoration, judgment, and peace. These prophecies have influenced Jewish and Christian
perspectives on the historical and spiritual significance of the land.

What impact did the Babylonian exile have on the
biblical history of Israel and Palestine?

The Babylonian exile was a pivotal event in biblical history when many Israelites were
deported from Judah to Babylon. It led to significant religious and cultural developments,
including the compilation of biblical texts and a renewed focus on identity tied to the land
of Israel.

Additional Resources

1. The Bible Unearthed: Archaeology's New Vision of Ancient Israel and the Origin of Its
Sacred Texts

This book by Israel Finkelstein and Neil Asher Silberman explores the archaeological
findings that shed light on the historical realities behind the biblical narrative. It challenges
traditional views by suggesting that many biblical stories were written centuries after the
events they describe. The authors provide a comprehensive overview of ancient Israel and



its neighbors, integrating archaeological data with biblical texts.

2. Ancient Israel: From Abraham to the Roman Destruction of the Temple

By Hershel Shanks, this work provides a detailed historical account of Israel from its earliest
patriarchal times through the Roman destruction of Jerusalem in 70 CE. It combines biblical
scholarship with archaeological discoveries to portray the political, social, and religious
developments in the region. The book is accessible to both scholars and general readers
interested in biblical history.

3. Palestine and the Palestinians in the 19th Century

Walid Khalidi examines the historical geography and demographics of Palestine before the
major upheavals of the 20th century. The book offers insights into the lives, cultures, and
social structures of the people living in the region during the 1800s. It serves as an
important context for understanding the later conflicts and narratives in Israeli-Palestinian
history.

4. The Archaeology of Palestine: From the Neolithic through the Roman Period

A comprehensive overview by A. J. P. Garstang, this book surveys the archaeological record
of Palestine, highlighting key sites and findings from prehistoric times through Roman rule.
It discusses the material culture, settlement patterns, and historical developments that
shaped the region. The text is valuable for understanding the physical context of biblical
events.

5. Jerusalem: The Biography

Simon Sebag Montefiore presents a vivid history of Jerusalem, a city central to biblical
history and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The book traces the city's evolution from ancient
times through the modern era, highlighting its religious, political, and cultural significance.
Montefiore’s narrative combines historical scholarship with engaging storytelling.

6. The Early History of God: Yahweh and the Other Deities in Ancient Israel

Mark S. Smith explores the religious landscape of ancient Israel, focusing on the
development of monotheism and the worship of Yahweh alongside other deities. The book
delves into biblical texts and archaeological evidence to reconstruct Israelite religion in its
historical context. It provides a nuanced understanding of how religious beliefs evolved in
the region.

7. Palestine in the Time of Jesus: Social Structures and Cultural Context

This volume, edited by various scholars, examines the social, political, and cultural
environment of Palestine during the Second Temple period. It offers insights into the daily
lives, religious practices, and political tensions that shaped the world of Jesus and early
Christianity. The book is essential for understanding the historical background of the New
Testament.

8. The Land of Israel: A Historical Geography

By Yohanan Aharoni, this book provides an in-depth study of the geography of ancient
Israel, linking biblical events to specific locations and regions. It combines historical
geography with archaeological findings to illustrate how the land influenced Israelite history
and culture. The work is a valuable resource for scholars and students of biblical history.

9. From the Maccabees to the Mishnah
Shaye J.D. Cohen offers a detailed account of Jewish history during the Second Temple



period, focusing on the political, religious, and cultural transformations that occurred. The
book covers the rise of the Hasmonean dynasty, Roman domination, and the development
of Rabbinic Judaism. It provides critical context for understanding the later stages of biblical
history in Israel and Palestine.
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biblical history of israel and palestine: Biblical History and Israel's Past Megan Bishop
Moore, Brad E. Kelle, 2011-05-17 Although scholars have for centuries primarily been interested in
using the study of ancient Israel to explain, illuminate, and clarify the biblical story, Megan Bishop
Moore and Brad E. Kelle describe how scholars today seek more and more to tell the story of the
past on its own terms, drawing from both biblical and extrabiblical sources to illuminate ancient
Israel and its neighbors without privileging the biblical perspective. Biblical History and Israel’s Past
provides a comprehensive survey of how study of the Old Testament and the history of Israel has
changed since the middle of the twentieth century. Moore and Kelle discuss significant trends in
scholarship, trace the development of ideas since the 1970s, and summarize major scholars,
viewpoints, issues, and developments.

biblical history of israel and palestine: A New Critical Approach to the History of
Palestine Ingrid Hjelm, Hamdan Taha, Ilan Pappe, Thomas L. Thompson, 2019-06-07 A New Critical
Approach to the History of Palestine discusses prospects and methods for a comprehensive,
evidence-based history of Palestine with a critical use of recent historical, archaeological and
anthropological methods. This history is not an exclusive history but one that is ethnically and
culturally inclusive, a history of and for all peoples who have lived in Palestine. After an introductory
essay offering a strategy for creating coherence and continuity from the earliest beginnings to the
present, the volume presents twenty articles from twenty-two contributors, fifteen of whom are of
Middle Eastern origin or relation. Split thematically into four parts, the volume discusses ideology,
national identity and chronology in various historiographies of Palestine, and the legacy of memory
and oral history; the transient character of ethnicity in Palestine and questions regarding the ethical
responsibilities of archaeologists and historians to protect the multi-ethnic cultural heritage of
Palestine; landscape and memory, and the values of community archaeology and bio-archaeology;
and an exploration of the “ideology of the land” and its influence on Palestine’s history and heritage.
The first in a series of books under the auspices of the Palestine History and Heritage Project
(PaHH), the volume offers a challenging new departure for writing the history of Palestine and Israel
throughout the ages. A New Critical Approach to the History of Palestine explores the diverse
history of the region against the backdrop of twentieth-century scholarly construction of the history
of Palestine as a history of a Jewish homeland with roots in an ancient, biblical Israel and examines
the implications of this ancient and recent history for archaeology and cultural heritage. The book
offers a fascinating new perspective for students and academics in the fields of anthropological,
political, cultural and biblical history.

biblical history of israel and palestine: Biblical Narrative and Palestine's History Thomas L.
Thompson, 2014-09-11 Modern biblical scholarship's commitment to the historical-critical method in
its efforts to write a history of Israel has created the central and unavoidable problem of writing an
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objective and critical history of Palestine through the biblical literature with the methods of Biblical
Archaeology. 'Biblical Narrative and Palestine's History' brings together key essays on historical
method and the archaeology and history of Palestine. The essays employ comparative and formalistic
techniques to illuminate the allegorical and mythical in Old Testament narrative traditions from
Genesis to Nehemiah. In so doing, the volume presents a detailed review of central and radical
changes in both our understanding of biblical traditions and the archaeology and history of
Palestine. The study offers an analysis of Biblical narrative as rooted in ancient Near Eastern
literature since the Bronze Age.

biblical history of israel and palestine: The Forgotten History of the Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-15 In the heart of the Middle East, where ancient history
intertwines with modern-day struggles, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has defied resolution for
decades. This book offers a comprehensive exploration of this complex and enduring conflict, delving
into its historical roots, the role of land and identity, the impact of occupation, and the challenges of
achieving a just and lasting peace. Through a nuanced and engaging narrative, this book unravels
the intricate tapestry of the conflict, tracing its origins to the arrival of European Zionists in the late
19th century and the subsequent British Mandate over Palestine. It examines the profound impact of
the 1948 Arab-Israeli war, which resulted in the displacement of hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians and the creation of a refugee crisis that continues to this day. The book sheds light on
the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, which has fueled ongoing tensions and
violence, and explores the challenges of the peace process, including the failed Oslo Accords of the
1990s. It also examines the role of the international community in addressing the conflict,
highlighting the efforts of the United Nations, the United States, and other key players. With
insightful analysis and a commitment to understanding the perspectives of all parties involved, this
book provides a comprehensive overview of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It is essential reading for
anyone seeking a deeper understanding of this enduring conflict and the prospects for peace in the
Middle East. If you like this book, write a review!

biblical history of israel and palestine: History, Politics and the Bible from the Iron Age to
the Media Age James G. Crossley, Jim West, 2016-12-01 As biblical studies becomes increasingly
fragmented, this collection of essays brings together a number of leading scholars in order to show
how historical reconstruction, philology, metacriticism, and reception history can be part of a
collective vision for the future of the field. This collection of essays focuses more specifically on
critical questions surrounding the construction of ancient Israel(s), 'minimalism', the ongoing
significance of lexicography, the development of early Judaism, orientalism, and the use of the Bible
in contemporary political discourses. Contributors include John van Seters, Niels Peter Lemche,
Ingrid Hjelm, and Philip R. Davies.

biblical history of israel and palestine: Israel's History and the History of Israel Mario
Liverani, 2014-12-18 In 'Israel's History and the History of Israel' one of the world's foremost
experts on antiquity addresses the birth of Israel and its historic reality. Many stories have been told
of the founding of ancient Israel, all rely on the biblical story in its narrative scheme, despite its
historic unreliability. Drawing on the literary and archaeological record, this book completely
rewrites the history of Israel. The study traces the textual material to the times of its creation,
reconstructs the evolution of political and religious ideologies, and firmly inserts the history of Israel
into its ancient-oriental context.

biblical history of israel and palestine: A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Mark A.
Tessler, 1994 Mark Tessler's highly praised, comprehensive, and balanced history of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict from the earliest times to the present - updated to the first decade of the
twenty-first century - provides a constructive framework for understanding recent developments and
assessing the prospects for future peace. New chapters elucidate the Oslo peace process, including
the reasons for its failure, and the political dynamics in Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza at a critical
time of transition.--Jacket.

biblical history of israel and palestine: History, Archaeology and The Bible Forty Years



After Historicity Ingrid Hjelm, Thomas L. Thompson, 2016-02-22 In History, Archaeology and the
Bible Forty Years after Historicity, Hjelm and Thompson argue that a ‘crisis’ broke in the 1970s,
when several new studies of biblical history and archaeology were published, questioning the
historical-critical method of biblical scholarship. The crisis formed the discourse of the Copenhagen
school’s challenge of standing positions, which—together with new achievements in archaeological
research—demand that the regional history of ancient Israel, Judaea and Palestine be reconsidered
in all its detail. This volume examines the major changes that have taken place within the field of Old
Testament studies since the ground breaking works of Thomas Thompson and John van Seters in
1974 and 1975 (both republished in 2014). The book is divided in three sections: changing
perspectives in biblical studies, history and cult, and ideology and history, presenting new articles
from some of the field’s best scholars with comprehensive discussion of historical, archaeological,
anthropological, cultural and literary approaches to the Hebrew Bible and Palestine’s history. The
essays question: How does biblical history relate to the archaeological history of Israel and
Palestine? and Can we view the history of the region independently of a biblical perspective? by
looking at the problem from alternative angles and questioning long-held interpretations. Unafraid
to break new ground, History, Archaeology and the Bible Forty Years after Historicity is a vital
resource to students in the field of Biblical and East Mediterranean Studies, and anyone with an
interest in the archaeology, history and religious development in Palestine and the ancient Near
East.

biblical history of israel and palestine: Imperial Israel and the Palestinians Nur Masalha,
2000-07-20 A critical history of Israel's expansionist politics that reveals how imperialist tendencies
run the gamut from Left to Right.

biblical history of israel and palestine: The Old Testament Between Theology and History
Niels Peter Lemche, 2008-01-01 From its inception at the time of the Enlightenment until the
mid-twentieth century, the historical-critical method constituted the dominant paradigm in Old
Testament studies. In this magisterial overview, Niels Peter Lemche surveys the development of the
historical-critical method and the way it changed the scholarly perception of the Old Testament. In
part 1 he describes the rise and influence of historical-critical approaches, while in part 2 he traces
their decline and fall. Then, in part 3, he discusses the identity of the authors of the Old Testament,
based on the content of the literature they wrote, demonstrating that the collapse of history does not
preclude critical study. Part 4 investigates the theological consequences of this collapse and surveys
Old Testament and biblical theology in its various manifestations in the twentieth century. An
appendix includes a history of Palestine from the Stone Age to modern times, constructed without
recourse to the Old Testament.

biblical history of israel and palestine: Can a 'History of Israel' Be Written? Lester L.
Grabbe, 1997-07-01 This Symposium asks whether a 'history of Israel' can be written, and if it can,
how? Can the Hebrew Bible be used as a source for such history? The question of writing the 'history
of ancient Israel' has become fiercely debated in recent years. It is a debate that seems to generate
more heat than light because of quite different concepts of historical methodology. The European
Seminar on Methodology in Israel's History was founded specifically to address this problem.
Members of the Seminar hold a variety of views but all agree that there is a problem to be tackled.
The first meeting of the Seminar, held in Dublin in 1996, was devoted to some broad questions: (1)
Can a 'history of ancient Israel' (or Palestine, Syria, the Levant, etc.) be written? (2) If so, how? What
place does the Hebrew Bible have as a source in writing this history? This first volume contains the
main papers that were prepared to set the stage for the discussion, along with an introduction to the
Seminar, its aims and its membership. The editor also provides a concluding chapter summarizing
and reflecting on the debate.

biblical history of israel and palestine: Revealing the History of Ancient Palestine Keith
W. Whitelam, 2018-07-06 This volume is part of the Changing Perspectives sub-series, which is
constituted by anthologies of articles by world-renowned biblical scholars and historians that have
made an impact on the field and changed its course during the last decades. This volume offers a




collection of seminal essays by Keith Whitelam on the early history of ancient Palestine and the
origins and emergence of Israel. Collected together in one volume for the first time, and featuring
one unpublished article, this volume will be of interest to biblical and ancient Near Eastern scholars
interested in the politics of historical representation but also on critical ways of constructing the
history of ancient Palestine.

biblical history of israel and palestine: The Zionist Bible Nur Masalha, 2014-10-20
Throughout the history of European imperialism the grand narratives of the Bible have been used to
justify settler-colonialism. The Zionist Bible explores the ways in which modern political Zionism and
Israeli militarism have used the Bible - notably the Book of Joshua and its description of the entry of
the Israelites into the Promised Land - as an agent of oppression and to support settler-colonialism
in Palestine. The rise of messianic Zionism in the late 1960s saw the beginnings of a Jewish theology
of zealotocracy, based on the militant land traditions of the Bible and justifying the destruction of
the previous inhabitants. The Zionist Bible examines how the birth and growth of the State of Israel
has been shaped by this Zionist reading of the Bible, how it has refashioned Israeli-Jewish collective
memory, erased and renamed Palestinian topography, and how critical responses to this reading
have challenged both Jewish and Palestinian nationalism.

biblical history of israel and palestine: Levinas, Ethics, and the Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict Norman K. Swazo, 2025-05-30 This book engages with the philosophical thought of
French-Jewish philosopher Emmanuel Levinas. It studies some of his Talmudic readings and his
concern for a Jewish “universal ethics.” It does so in relation to the protracted Israeli-Palestinian
conflict and the moral imperatives that apply to the conduct of the State of Israel and the Israeli
Defense Forces (IDF) vis-a-vis the Palestinian people. The book not only looks at what Levinas
understands about the moral “universality” of the Talmud but also applies this understanding to the
assessment of the IDF military operations ongoing in Gaza since October 7, 2023. In this way, the
author makes a distinction between the moral teaching of rabbinic Judaism to which Levinas appeals
for its universality (on the one hand) and the ideology of political Zionism (on the other hand) to
which Levinas subscribed, hence moral critique of the latter required in view of this moral teaching.
A unique contribution, this book will be indispensable to scholars and researchers of European
philosophy, Jewish ethics, religious studies, Talmudic studies, and contemporary moral philosophy,
as well as those interested in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

biblical history of israel and palestine: The Hebrew Bible and History: Critical Readings
Lester L. Grabbe, 2018-12-27 These critical readings explore the history of ancient Israel, from the
Late Bronze Age to the Persian period, as it relates to the Bible. Selected by one of the world's
leading scholars of biblical history, the texts are drawn from a range of highly respected
international scholars, and from a variety of historical and religious perspectives, presenting the key
voices of the debate in one convenient volume. Divided into five sections - each featuring an
introduction by Lester Grabbe - the volume first covers general methodological principles, before
following the chronology of Israel's earliest history; including two sections on specific cases studies
(the reforms of Josiah and the wall of Nehemiah). A final chapter summarizes many of the historical
principles that emerge in the course of studying Israelite history, and an annotated bibliography
points researchers towards further readings and engagements with these key themes.

biblical history of israel and palestine: The Israel-Palestine Conflict Neil Caplan, 2019-09-11
One of the 10 Must-Read Histories of the Palestine-Israel Conflict —Ian Black, Literary Hub, on the
100th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration The new edition of the acclaimed text that explores the
issues continuing to define the Israeli-Palestinian conflict Numerous instances of competing,
sometimes incompatible narratives of controversial events are found throughout history. Perhaps the
starkest example of such contradictory representations is the decades-long conflict between Israel
and Palestine. For over 140 years, Israelis, Palestinians, and scores of peacemakers have failed to
establish a sustainable, mutually-acceptable solution. The Israel-Palestine Conflict introduces the
historical basis of the dispute and explores both the tangible issues and intangible factors that have
blocked a peaceful resolution. Author Neil Caplan helps readers understand the complexities and



contradictions of the conflict and why the histories of Palestine and Israel are so fiercely contested.
Now in its second edition, this book has been thoroughly updated to reflect the events that have
transpired since its original publication. Fresh insights consider the impact of current global and
regional instability and violence on the prospects of peace and reconciliation. New discussions
address recent debates over two-state versus one-state solutions, growing polarization in public
discourse outside of the Middle East, the role of public intellectuals, and the growing trend of
merging scholarship with advocacy. Part of the Wiley-Blackwell Contested Histories series, this clear
and accessible volume: Offers a balanced, non-polemic approach to current academic discussions
and political debates on the Israel-Palestine conflict Highlights eleven core arguments viewed by the
author as unwinnable Encourages readers to go beyond simply assigning blame in the conflict
Explores the major historiographical debates arising from the dispute Includes updated references
and additional maps Already a standard text for courses on the history and politics of the Middle
East, The Israel-Palestine Conflict is an indispensable resource for students, scholars, and interested
general readers.

biblical history of israel and palestine: The Politics of Denial Nur Masalha, 2003-10-20
The 1948 war ended in the expulsion of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians from their homes.
Israeli settlers moved in to occupy their land and the Palestinian refugees found themselves
expelled. Today there are nearly four million Palestinian refugees - and they want the right to go
home. Since 1948 Israeli refugee policy has become a classic case of denial: the denial that Zionist
'transfer committees' had operated between 1937 and 1948; denial of any wrong doing or any
historical injustice; denial of the 'right of return'; denial of restitution of property and compensation;
and indeed denial of any moral responsibility or culpability for the creation of the refugee problem.
This book analyses Israeli policies towards the Palestinian refugees as they evolved from the 1948
catastrophe (or nakba) to the present. It is the first volume to look in detail at Israeli law and policy
surrounding the refugee question. Drawing on extensive primary sources and previously classified
archive material, Masalha discusses the 1948 exodus; Israeli resettlement schemes since 1948;
Israeli approaches to compensation and restitution of property; Israeli refugee policies towards the
internally displaced (‘present absentees'); and Israeli refugee policies during the Madrid and Oslo
negotiations.

biblical history of israel and palestine: Palestine and Israel Meindert Dijkstra, 2023-08-22
Republished in an English edition as the modern state of Israel prepares to celebrate its seventy-fifth
anniversary in 2023, this book presents a history of Israel and Palestine up to the foundation of that
modern state. Stretching from the thirteenth century BCE until the First World War, it is a
concealed history of a mixed multitude of winners and losers living in the same land. It can be read
as a regional history of the Southern Levant, written in light of modern historical and archaeological
research. But it can also help shed light on the Israeli-Palestinian question. It contributes to a better
understanding of why the Palestinians—regardless of where they live—have remained rooted in their
patrimony, Palestine, and why they as a people, now as ever, are entitled to a land and state of their
own.

biblical history of israel and palestine: Israel, Palestine and the Politics of Race Yasmeen
Abu-Laban, Abigail B. Bakan, 2019-10-31 As the situation in Israel/Palestine seems to become ever
more intractable and protracted, the need for new ways of looking at recent developments and their
historical roots is more pressing than ever. Bearing this in mind, Yasmeen Abu-Laban and Abigail B.
Bakan discuss the historic and contemporary dynamics in Israel/Palestine, and their international
reverberations, from the unique vantage point of 'race’, racialization, racism and anti-racism. They
therefore offer close analysis of the 'idea’ of Israel and the 'absence’ of Palestine by examining the
concepts of race and identity in the region. With fresh coverage of themes relating to gender,
Idigeneity, the environment , surveillance and the war on terror, Israel, Palestine and the Politics of
Race will appeal to scholars in political science, sociology and Middle East studies.

biblical history of israel and palestine: Textbooks on Israel-Palestine Seyed Hadi Borhani,
2022-01-27 How is the Israel/Palestine question narrated in Western academia? What ideas




dominate the key textbooks on the subject and what is presented as 'truth'? This book answers these
critical questions. It is widely known that Western support of Israel played a vital role in the
realization of Zionist objectives in Palestine. But academic support of Israel in the West has been a
neglected issue, with Western academic knowledge being regarded as impartial and objective. This
book reveals that this understanding of Western academic knowledge is wrong when it comes to the
Israel/Palestine question. Rather, knowledge has been biased, misleading, and dogmatic and
Western college students are subscribing to 'factual histories' based on theories at best, if not
fiction. The book is the first empirical investigation able to document this partial reporting of
history. Seyed Hadi Borhani examines the most popular college-level textbooks used to teach the
history of the Israel/Palestine in Western universities, combining 'textbook analysis' (to determine
how the dominant academic texts report the question) and a 'context analysis' (to identify who
'manufactures' the dominant knowledge). The book provides a historical map of how the
Israel-Palestine conflict is understood in the West. The book can be used as a critique for students
and professors to use alongside textbooks and is a vital and much-needed intervention into the state
of affairs in Western academia.
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