beverly d'angelo american history x

beverly d'angelo american history x is a phrase that often raises curiosity among film enthusiasts
and fans of both the actress and the critically acclaimed movie "American History X." This article
explores the connection between Beverly D'Angelo and the film "American History X," clarifying
common misconceptions and detailing the actress's career in relation to the movie. While Beverly
D'Angelo is a renowned American actress known for her versatile roles in cinema and television, her
involvement with "American History X" is often misunderstood or confused. This comprehensive
article will provide insight into Beverly D'Angelo's acting career, the plot and significance of
"American History X," and the reasons why the two names are sometimes linked. Additionally, the
article will examine the cast of "American History X" and the thematic elements that make the film a
powerful cultural reference. The following sections will provide a detailed overview to address all
aspects related to beverly d'angelo american history x.

e Beverly D'Angelo: Career Overview

e American History X: Film Synopsis and Themes

e Cast of American History X and Beverly D'Angelo's Involvement

e Common Misconceptions About Beverly D'Angelo and American History X

e Impact of American History X on American Cinema

Beverly D'Angelo: Career Overview

Beverly D'Angelo is an accomplished American actress and singer, recognized for her wide-ranging
roles in film and television from the late 1970s onwards. Born in 1951, D'Angelo gained prominence
through her performances in both comedic and dramatic roles, showcasing significant versatility. She
is perhaps best known for her role as Ellen Griswold in the "National Lampoon's Vacation" series,
which solidified her status as a household name in American comedy films. Beyond comedy, D'Angelo
has demonstrated her dramatic prowess in various projects, earning critical acclaim and a loyal
audience.

Throughout her career, Beverly D'Angelo has been associated with multiple genres, including musical
performances, dramas, and thrillers. Her ability to adapt to different roles has made her a respected
figure in Hollywood, contributing to more than 60 film and television credits. Despite her extensive
filmography, there is no official record of her participation in the 1998 film "American History X,"
leading to confusion and speculation among some viewers and fans.

American History X: Film Synopsis and Themes

"American History X" is a 1998 American crime drama directed by Tony Kaye and written by David
McKenna. The film stars Edward Norton and Edward Furlong and is renowned for its raw and



unflinching portrayal of racism, redemption, and the impact of hate on families and communities. The
story centers on Derek Vinyard, a former neo-Nazi leader who, after serving time in prison, attempts
to prevent his younger brother from following the same destructive path.

The film explores complex themes such as white supremacy, hate crimes, and the possibility of
personal transformation. It is widely regarded as a significant work in American cinema for its
sociopolitical commentary and emotional depth. "American History X" received critical acclaim for its
performances, particularly Edward Norton's, and its unvarnished examination of racial tensions in the
United States.

Key Themes of American History X

Racism and White Supremacy

Family and Brotherhood

Redemption and Forgiveness

Consequences of Hate

e Social and Cultural Identity

Cast of American History X and Beverly D'Angelo's
Involvement

The principal cast of "American History X" includes Edward Norton as Derek Vinyard, Edward Furlong
as Danny Vinyard, Beverly D'Angelo is not listed among the cast members. The female lead, Doris
Vinyard, the mother of Derek and Danny, was portrayed by Avery Brooks. Other notable actors in the
film include Stacy Keach, Fairuza Balk, and Ethan Suplee. The absence of Beverly D'Angelo from the
cast list confirms that she did not participate in this film.

Due to the actress’s prominence and the cultural impact of "American History X," confusion
sometimes arises regarding her involvement. This may be attributed to mistaken identity or mixing up
cast members from similarly themed or contemporary films. Beverly D'Angelo’s extensive career does
not include any credited role in "American History X," which remains a distinct work separate from her
filmography.

Main Cast Members of American History X

e Edward Norton as Derek Vinyard
e Edward Furlong as Danny Vinyard

e Avery Brooks as Dr. Bob Sweeney



e Fairuza Balk as Stacey

e Ethan Suplee as Seth Ryan

Common Misconceptions About Beverly D'Angelo and
American History X

The association between Beverly D'Angelo and "American History X" is a frequent misconception that
has circulated among some movie fans and internet sources. This misunderstanding likely stems from
confusion over cast listings, mistaken identity, or misinformation on unofficial platforms. It is
important to clarify that Beverly D'Angelo has never been credited in any capacity in "American
History X."

Misconceptions of this nature highlight the importance of verifying cast and crew information through
reliable film databases and official sources. While Beverly D'Angelo has had a prolific acting career,
her roles have been in a wide array of films and television shows unrelated to the themes and
production of "American History X."

Reasons Behind the Misconception

=

. Similarity in names or roles in other films

N

. Incorrect information on non-official websites

w

. Misleading user-generated content or fan speculation

KN

. Confusion with other actresses or supporting cast

5. Lack of awareness of the film’s actual cast

Impact of American History X on American Cinema

"American History X" has left a lasting impression on American cinema and culture, primarily for its
unflinching exploration of racism and hate groups in the United States. The film sparked discussions
about race relations and the roots of extremist ideologies, making it an educational and influential
piece beyond its entertainment value. Its strong performances and realistic narrative contributed to
its status as a modern classic in social commentary through film.

This impact is often studied in film courses and sociological discussions, where "American History X"
serves as a case study for the power of cinema in addressing difficult social issues. The film's legacy
is marked by its ability to evoke empathy and provoke critical thought among audiences.



Notable Contributions of American History X

Raised awareness about neo-Nazi and hate group dynamics

Influenced subsequent films addressing race and identity

Highlighted the possibility of personal change and redemption

Encouraged dialogue on family influence and societal impact

Showcased Edward Norton’s acclaimed acting abilities

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Beverly D'Angelo in relation to the film 'American
History X'?

Beverly D'Angelo is not related to the film 'American History X'; she did not appear in the movie nor is
she associated with its production.

Did Beverly D'Angelo act in ‘American History X'?

No, Beverly D'Angelo did not act in '"American History X'. The film stars Edward Norton and Edward
Furlong, but Beverly D'Angelo is not part of the cast.

What is 'American History X' about?

'‘American History X' is a 1998 drama film that explores themes of racism, redemption, and family
through the story of a former neo-Nazi who tries to prevent his younger brother from following the
same path.

Why might Beverly D'Angelo be mistakenly associated with
'‘American History X'?

Beverly D'Angelo is a well-known actress primarily recognized for roles in other films, such as the
‘National Lampoon’s Vacation' series, which might cause confusion, but she has no connection to
'‘American History X'.

Who directed 'American History X'?

‘American History X' was directed by Tony Kaye.



What roles did Edward Norton and Edward Furlong play in
'American History X'?

Edward Norton played Derek Vinyard, a reformed neo-Nazi, while Edward Furlong played his younger
brother, Danny Vinyard.

Is Beverly D'Angelo known for any roles related to social
issues like those in 'American History X'?

Beverly D'Angelo is not particularly known for roles focused on social issues like those depicted in
'‘American History X'; her filmography includes a variety of genres.

Are there any collaborations between Beverly D'Angelo and
actors from 'American History X'?

There are no notable collaborations between Beverly D'Angelo and actors from 'American History X'

How has 'American History X' influenced films about race and
redemption?

American History X has been influential for its raw and unflinching portrayal of racism and the
possibility of personal change, inspiring many films to tackle similar themes with depth and
seriousness.

Where can | find accurate information about the cast of
'American History X'?

Accurate information about the cast of '"American History X' can be found on reputable movie
databases such as IMDb, Rotten Tomatoes, or official film credits.

Additional Resources

1. American History X: A Cinematic Analysis

This book delves into the making and cultural impact of the film "American History X," starring
Edward Norton and featuring Beverly D'Angelo in a supporting role. It explores the film's portrayal of
racism, redemption, and family dynamics in contemporary America. Through detailed scene analyses
and interviews, readers gain insight into the movie’s enduring significance.

2. The Shadows of Hate: Racism in American Cinema

Examining films like "American History X," this book discusses how American cinema has depicted
racism and its consequences over the decades. It provides context on the societal issues portrayed
and the role of actors such as Beverly D'Angelo in bringing these stories to life. The book also reflects
on the power of film to challenge or reinforce racial stereotypes.

3. Beverly D'Angelo: A Career in Context
This biography covers the extensive career of Beverly D'Angelo, highlighting her diverse roles in film



and television. Special attention is given to her part in "American History X," analyzing how her
performance contributed to the film’s themes. The book also explores her influence in American
popular culture.

4. Race and Redemption: Themes in American History X

Focusing on the themes of racial hatred and personal transformation, this book unpacks the narrative
of "American History X." It discusses how the film addresses systemic racism and the possibility of
change, with reflections on the characters portrayed by actors including Beverly D'Angelo. The book is
a valuable resource for understanding race relations in America through cinema.

5. Hollywood and Social Issues: Films That Changed America

This text surveys significant Hollywood films that have tackled social issues, with a chapter dedicated
to "American History X." It examines the film’s impact on public discourse about race and justice, as
well as Beverly D'Angelo’s role within the story. The book situates the movie within a broader
movement of socially conscious filmmaking.

6. The Role of Supporting Actors in Powerful Dramas

Highlighting the importance of supporting characters, this book discusses how actors like Beverly
D'Angelo enhance films such as "American History X." It explores how these roles add depth to the
narrative and influence audience perception. Case studies demonstrate the critical function of
supporting performances in storytelling.

7. From Scripts to Screen: The Making of American History X

This behind-the-scenes account reveals the creative process behind "American History X," including
casting decisions, directing choices, and actor contributions. Beverly D'Angelo’s involvement is
examined within the context of the film’s production challenges and successes. Readers gain an
insider’s view of how the film came to be.

8. American History X and the Portrayal of Family Dynamics

This book analyzes the depiction of family relationships in "American History X," focusing on how
these dynamics influence the characters' journeys. Beverly D'Angelo’s role is discussed in relation to
the film’s exploration of parental influence and sibling bonds. The analysis offers insight into the
intersection of family and social issues in the narrative.

9. Films That Confront Hate: A Study of American History X

Examining movies that address themes of hate and intolerance, this book features "American History
X" as a pivotal example. It evaluates the film’s effectiveness in confronting audiences with
uncomfortable truths about racism, including the contributions of actors like Beverly D'Angelo. The
book advocates for cinema as a tool for social awareness and change.

Beverly D Angelo American History X
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beverly d angelo american history x: Reel Views 2 James Berardinelli, 2005 Thoroughly
revised and updated for 2005! Includes a new chapter on the best special edition DVDs and a new
chapter on finding hidden easter egg features.

beverly d angelo american history x: American history X Heike Hebbelmann, 2007

beverly d angelo american history x: TLA Film and Video Guide 2000-2001 David Bleiler,
2025-09-23 The TLA Film & Video Guide is the absolutely indispensable guide for the true lover of
cinema. By focusing on independent and international films, and avoiding much of the
made-for-TV/made-for-cable/made-for-video dreck, this guide offers more comprehensive coverage of
the films the reader may actually want to see. It also features: * Over 9,500 films reviewed * Five
comprehensive indexes -- by star, director, theme, genre, and country of origin * Over 450 photos * A
listing of all the major film awards * A comprehensive selection of International Cinema from over 50
countries From one of the finest names in video retailing and a growing rental chain comes the
latest edition of the film & video guide - now expanded to include titles available on DVD - that's
perfect for everyone whose taste ranges from Pulp Fiction to Pink Flamingos, from Life is Beautiful
to Valley of the Dolls.

beverly d angelo american history x: TLA Film, Video, & DVD Guide, 2002-2003 David
Bleiler, 2025-09-23 The TLA Film, Video & DVD Guide 2002-2003 is the absolutely indispensible
guide for the true lover of cinema. By focusing on independent and international films, and avoiding
much of the made-for-TV/made-for-cable/made-for-video dreck, this guide offers more
comprehensive coverage of the films the reader may actually want to rent and see. The guide
includes: * Reviews of more than 10,000 films * Four detailed indexes - by star, director, theme,
genre, and country of origin * More than 450 photos throughout * A listing of all the major film
awards, TLA Bests and recommended films * A comprehensive selection of cinema from over 50
countries From one of the finest names in video retailing and a growing rental chain comes the
latest edition of one of the most respected film, video, and DVD guides. The TLA Film, Video & DVD
Guide is perfect for anyone whose tastes range from All About My Mother to Fight Club; from This Is
Spinal Tap to Ma Vie en Rose.

beverly d angelo american history x: Teaching Social Issues with Film William B. Russell,
2009-09-01 Since the beginning of the 20th century, the film industry has confronted, challenged,
and explored various social issues through its films. Social issue films are an excellent resource for
teaching social issues. Teachers will find this book to be a valuable resource for teaching social
issues. This book includes a discussion on teaching social issues, teaching with film, and how social
issue films can be utilized to enhance the curriculum. This volume offers teachers an effective means
for teaching social issues to today’s digital and media savvy students. Furthermore, this volume
details how film can be used to teach social issues, discusses relevant legal issues surrounding the
use of film in the classroom, and details two separate models for teaching social issues with film. The
heart of the book includes a detailed filmography of 180 films that pertain to 30 social issues. Each
social issue includes a definition/explanation of the social issue and details six films. Each film
detailed includes complete bibliographic information and a synopsis. This volume is clearly
organized and expertly written for educators and is beneficial to librarians and teachers at the
secondary and college level, particularly in social studies, sociology, history, political science,
literature, film studies, and other social sciences.

beverly d angelo american history x: A Primer on Mental Disorders Thomas E. Allen, Mayer
C. Liebman, Lee Crandall Park, William C. Wimmer, 2001-06-06 From four practicing physicians
comes this down-to-earth, easy to understand introduction to mental disorders-essentially a what is
it book to help identify disorders, understand the ramifications, and assist teachers and families in
providing a supportive environment for anyone who suffers from mental disorders. Arranged by
broad category (following the DSM-IV-TR, the standard reference for medical professionals),
disorders and their treatments are described, along with a list of helpful resources for the
classroom, library, and home. Appendixes list important advocacy and support groups, appropriate
videos for classroom viewing, and Web sites for further information. This useful tool makes a



difficult subject readily accessible to students, teachers, and the general public. A Primer on Mental
Disorders belongs in every school and public library and institutions of higher learning, as well as
the offices of school counselors and administrators.

beverly d angelo american history x: Awakening Kings and Princes Volume I John
Shelton Jones, 2016-08-31 Awakening Kings and Princes (AWKP) is self-help and spiritual growth
book on systematic knowledge of information on discovering the awakening of an individuals
in-depth personage, addressing the prowess of the mentality to awakening emunah (faith, truth,
stability, fidelity) within ourselves. A way of framework addressed to elevating destiny and noetic
abilities to consciously pro-create positive hypnosis and distinguish the contempt and evil morals of
this world by re-evaluating the conscience to nurture the prowess. AWKP is about training the mind
to stop grounding the mind worthlessly but to become Truth within, while disregarding the negative
social constructions of this world. Focuses of AWKP is the empirical substance and realism to create
better wisdom without the falsifying ideologies that burdens the mind. AWKP gives clarity to soulful
union with Yahawah (God) and Yahawashi (Christ) to harvest direction to the covenant without the
feeling of contempt and provides the essence of faith, prayer and fellowship. AWKP unfolds the
realism of Loveology with complete embrace of the sexual and love, providing the awakening of the
very nature within ourselves, framework of Sensual BDSM, Untold Novels, and Investments, sexual
revelations of roots and PE2, artful thrusting, dimensions of pleasure, art of Domestic Discipline,
Adon loving, and special potent sexual remedies.

beverly d angelo american history x: Fascism and Millennial American Cinema Leighton
Grist, 2018-05-31 This book examines a spate of American films released around the turn of the
millennium that differently address the actuality or possibility of domestic fascism within the USA.
The films discussed span a diversity of forms, genres and production practices, and encompass low-
and medium-budget studio and independent releases (such as American History X, Stir of Echoes
and The Believer), star and/or auteur vehicles (such as The Siege, Fight Club and American Beauty),
and high-budget, high-concept science-fiction films and franchises (such as Starship Troopers,
Minority Report, the Matrix and X-Men trilogies and the Star Wars prequels). Central to the book is
the detailed analysis of the films, which is contextualized historically in relation to a period that saw
the significant rise of the far Right. The book concordantly affords a wider insight into fascism and
its various manifestations and how such have been, and continue to be, registered within American
cinema.

beverly d angelo american history x: Movies and the Mind William Indick, 2004-09-02 The
latent symbolism in film imagery can be psychoanalyzed just like the imagery in dreams. This work
applies to film the psychoanalytic techniques of Sigmund Freud, Erik Erikson, Carl Jung, Alfred
Adler, Joseph Campbell, Otto Rank and Rollo May, providing a fundamental understanding of film
symbols and structure. It offers a comprehensive and eclectic approach to film analysis, using a
broad variety of theories and examples from both classic and contemporary movies, from Dracula
(1930) to American Beauty (1999). The final chapter applies all the previously discussed techniques
to one film, Malcolm X (1992). The work boasts a filmography and bibliography and is illustrated
with film stills. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an examination
copy here.

beverly d angelo american history x: Gangland Laura L. Finley, 2018-10-01 This two-volume
set integrates informative encyclopedia entries and essential primary documents to provide an
illuminating overview of trends in gang membership and activity in America in the 21st century.
Gangland: An Encyclopedia of Gang Life from Cradle to Grave includes extended discussion of
specific gangs; types of gangs based on ethnicity and environment (rural, suburban, and urban);
recruitment and retention methods; leadership structure and other internal dynamics of various
gangs; impacts of gang membership on extended family; the historical evolution of gangs in
American society; depictions of gang life in popular culture; violent and nonviolent gang activities;
and programs, policies, agencies, and organizations that have been crafted to combat gang
activities. In addition, the encyclopedia includes a suite of primary sources that offer a look into the



personal experiences of gang members, examine efforts by law enforcement and public officials to
address gang activity, and address wider societal factors that make eradicating gangs such a
difficult task.

beverly d angelo american history x: TLA Video & DVD Guide 2004 David Bleiler, 2014-04-08
The TLA Film, Video and DVD Guide 2004 is the absolutely indispensable guide to worthwhile
cinema. It includes over 10,000 entries on the best of film and video that a real film lover might
actually want to see. Unlike some of the other mass market guides that tend to be clogged with
unenlightening entries on even more unenlightening films, TLA focuses on independent, foreign as
well as the best of Hollywood to bring the cineaste an opinionated guide that is both fun to read and
easy to use. The guide includes: * Reviews of more than 10,000 entries * Four detailed indexes--by
star, director, country of origin, and theme. * More than 300 photos throughout * A listing of all the
major film awards of the past quarter century, as well as TLA Bests and recommended films *A
comprehensive selection of cinema from over 50 countries. From one of the finest names in video
retailing and a growing rental chain comes the latest edition of one of the most respected film,
video, and DVD guides. The TLA Film, Video and DVD Guide is perfect for anyone with an eclectic
taste in cinema.

beverly d angelo american history x: Leonard Maltin's 2013 Movie Guide Leonard Maltin,
2012-09-04 NEW More than 16,000 capsule movie reviews, with more than 300 new entries NEW
More than 13,000 DVD and 13,000 video listings NEW Up-to-date list of mail-order and online
sources for buying and renting DVDs and videos NEW Completely updated index of leading
performers MORE Official motion picture code ratings from G to NC-17 MORE Old and new
theatrical and video releases rated **** to BOMB MORE Exact running times—an invaluable guide
for recording and for discovering which movies have been edited MORE Reviews of little-known
sleepers, foreign films, rarities, and classics AND Leonard's personal list of fifty notable debut
features Summer blockbusters and independent sleepers; masterworks of Alfred Hitchcock, Billy
Wilder, and Martin Scorsese; the timeless comedy of the Marx Brothers and Buster Keaton;
animated classics from Walt Disney and Pixar; the finest foreign films ever made. This 2013 edition
covers the modern era, from 1965 to the present, while including all the great older films you can’t
afford to miss—and those you can—from box-office smashes to cult classics to forgotten gems to
forgettable bombs, listed alphabetically, and complete with all the essential information you could
ask for. « Date of release, running time, director, stars, MPAA ratings, color or black and white ¢
Concise summary, capsule review, and four-star-to-BOMB rating system ¢ Precise information on
films shot in widescreen format ¢ Symbols for DVD s, videos, and laserdiscs « Completely updated
index of leading actors * Up-to-date list of mail-order and online sources for buying and renting
DVDs and videos

beverly d angelo american history x: Leonard Maltin's Movie Guide Leonard Maltin,
2017-11-28 Previously published as Leonard Maltin’s 2015 Movie Guide, this capstone edition
includes a new Introduction by the author. (Note: No new reviews have been added to this edition)
Now that streaming services like Netflix and Hulu can deliver thousands of movies at the touch of a
button, the only question is: What should I watch? Summer blockbusters and independent sleepers;
the masterworks of Alfred Hitchcock, Billy Wilder, and Martin Scorsese; the timeless comedy of the
Marx Brothers and Woody Allen; animated classics from Walt Disney and Pixar; the finest foreign
films ever made. This capstone edition covers the modern era while including all the great older
films you can’t afford to miss—and those you can—from box-office smashes to cult classics to
forgotten gems to forgettable bombs, listed alphabetically, and complete with all the essential
information you could ask for. With nearly 16,000 entries and more than 13,000 DVD listings,
Leonard Maltin's Movie Guide remains “head and shoulders above the rest.” (The New York Times)
Also included are a list of mail-order and online sources for buying and renting DVDs and videos,
official motion picture code ratings from G to NC-17, and Leonard's list of recommended films.

beverly d angelo american history x: El cine como estrategia diddctica para combatir
actitudes racistas y xenofobas entre el alumnado de ESO Elena Martin Picard, 2016-10-10 En la



sociedad actual, el sistema educativo se enfrenta a una problematica fundamental: EI hecho de que
un cierto numero de adolescentes y jévenes se desarrollan en una ausencia parcial o casi total de
valores humanos y sociales. De esta forma, nos planteamos una linea de trabajo enfocada a la
educacion para la tolerancia, pero de tal manera que el canal de transmision elegido sea atractivo y
cercano para la juventud, con gran fuerza comunicativa y eficaz para el profesorado: El cine. A
traves de este trabajo de investigacion se trata de comprobar la influencia del cine en adolescentes,
en cuanto a su sistema de valores, pensamientos, emociones y actitudes; para valorar su utilizacion
como estrategia didactica en la erradicacion de actitudes y sentimientos racistas y xenéfobos, en las
aulas de Educacion Secundaria Obligatoria. Los resultados han sido alentadores, tanto en la activa
implicacion de los estudiantes en el proyecto, como en las actitudes finales observadas en el
alumnado, lo que nos lleva a plantear el uso del cine como una estrategia didactica posible de
aplicar en el &mbito de la educacion en valores, proporcionandonos una respuesta al desafio al que
se enfrenta el sistema educativo en la sociedad actual.
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beverly d angelo american history x: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Crime Drama
Films Wikipedia contributors,

beverly d angelo american history x: The Encyclopedia of Racism in American Films Salvador
Jiménez Murguia, 2018-04-12 Winner, RUSA 2019 Outstanding References Source Winner and
named a Library Journal Best Reference Book of the Year 2018 From D.W. Griffith’s Birth of a
Nation in 1915 to the recent Get Out, audiences and critics alike have responded to racism in motion
pictures for more than a century. Whether subtle or blatant, racially biased images and narratives
erase minorities, perpetuate stereotypes, and keep alive practices of discrimination and
marginalization. Even in the 21st century, the American film industry is not “color blind,” evidenced
by films such as Babel (2006), A Better Life (2011), and 12 Years a Slave (2013). The Encyclopedia of
Racism in American Film documents one facet of racism in the film industry, wherein historically
underrepresented peoples are misrepresented—through a lack of roles for actors of color,
stereotyping, negative associations, and an absence of rich, nuanced characters. Offering insights
and analysis from over seventy scholars, critics, and activists, the volume highlights issues such as:




Hollywood’s diversity crisisWhite Savior filmsMagic Negro tropesThe disconnect between screen
images and lived realities of African Americans, Latinos, Native Americans, and Asians A companion
to the ever-growing field of race studies, this volume opens up a critical dialogue on an always
timely issue. The Encyclopedia of Racism in American Film will appeal to scholars of cinema, race
and ethnicity studies, and cultural history.

beverly d angelo american history x: VideoHound's Golden Movie Retriever Jim Craddock,
2004 Reviews movies that are available on DVD or tape. Each entry includes title, alternate title,
one-to four-bone rating, year released, MPAA rating, brief review, length, format, country of origin,
cast, technical personnel, awards and made-for-television/cable/video designations.

beverly d angelo american history x: The Edge of the Gulf Hadley Hury, 2011-05-27 Laurel
Beach is one of the last old-fashioned villages in the West Florida panhandle, one that has, so far,
escaped commercial over-development. It presents both a haven and opportunity, and, this summer,
it plays host to a varied cast. Grief has nearly destroyed Hudson DeForest. He’s barely been going
through the motions, teaching in a Memphis girls school, writing about film, talking to the dog. He’s
hanging on by a thread. It’s been two years since Kate died, two years of grappling with profound
loss, with the impact of the marriage of a lifetime cut short. Hudson'’s friend Charlie Brompton, the
successful developer and restaurateur, is facing a different loss. He’s growing old. It’s time for him
to let go of his most beloved enterprise, the mecca of fine dining known as the 26-A after the
panhandle highway where it sits. And of its funky adjunct, The Blue Bar. With no immediate family
as heirs, Charlie’s considering his choice of successors. And what he should do for his godson, Chaz?
He also wonders if Hudson will return to Laurel Beach, to the cottage he occupied with Kate. Will
Hudson ever forgive him? Meanwhile Chaz has met Sydney, a former actress. They're living well in
Atlanta, thinking about marriage. Thinking, too, that perhaps they should go to Laurel Beach, touch
base with Charlie.... As Hudson settles in and doggedly takes up his summer project—he has a book
contract for a collection of his film reviews—the undying past and a present struggling to be born
exert their fierce, and sometimes indistinguishable, claims. So it is for Charlie, and for Sydney and
Chaz. Gradually a bizarre maelstrom of deceit, betrayal, and murder evolves in Laurel Beach,
ensnaring the wealthy and the beautiful, the misguided and the desperate. Will its force fill Hudson
with newfound determination to celebrate life—or will it destroy those he still holds dear?

beverly d angelo american history x: The Michigan Journal , 1998
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