
bedford county historical society pa

bedford county historical society pa serves as a vital institution dedicated to preserving and
promoting the rich heritage of Bedford County, Pennsylvania. Established to safeguard the unique
historical artifacts, documents, and stories of the region, this society plays a crucial role in education
and cultural preservation. From maintaining archives that date back to the county’s founding to
hosting engaging exhibits and events, the society provides residents and visitors alike a window into
the past. The Bedford County Historical Society PA offers resources for genealogical research,
historical publications, and community outreach programs that illuminate the county’s development
over centuries. This article explores the society’s history, mission, key activities, and resources,
highlighting its significance in Pennsylvania’s cultural landscape. Readers will gain insight into how
the society contributes to local identity and heritage tourism. Below is an outline of the main topics
covered in this comprehensive overview.

History and Mission of Bedford County Historical Society PA

Collections and Archives

Educational Programs and Community Outreach

Events and Exhibitions

Visiting and Supporting the Society

History and Mission of Bedford County Historical
Society PA
The Bedford County Historical Society PA was founded with the purpose of preserving the historical
legacy of Bedford County, one of Pennsylvania’s oldest and most historically significant areas. The
society’s mission focuses on collecting, conserving, and interpreting materials that reflect the
county’s past, including its role in early American history, frontier settlement, and industrial
development. Through dedicated efforts, the society ensures that future generations can access and
learn from Bedford County’s rich heritage.

Founding and Early Development
Established in the mid-20th century, the society emerged from the efforts of local historians and
community leaders who recognized the importance of protecting Bedford County’s historical records
and artifacts. Early activities centered around gathering documents, photographs, and personal
accounts related to the county’s founding families, military history, and cultural traditions. Over
time, the organization expanded its scope to include educational programs and public exhibitions.



Mission and Objectives
The core mission of the Bedford County Historical Society PA is to preserve the historical resources
of Bedford County and make them accessible for research, education, and public enjoyment.
Objectives include:

Collecting and safeguarding artifacts, documents, and photographs related to Bedford
County’s history.

Providing educational opportunities to foster understanding of the county’s past.

Promoting community engagement through events and collaborative projects.

Supporting scholarly research and genealogical studies.

Collections and Archives
The Bedford County Historical Society PA houses an extensive collection that serves as a repository
for the county’s material culture and historical records. These collections are invaluable for
historians, researchers, and anyone interested in the local heritage of Bedford County.

Archival Materials
The archives include a wide array of primary sources such as letters, diaries, land deeds, and
newspaper clippings dating back to the 18th century. These documents provide detailed insights into
the daily lives of Bedford County residents, local governance, and significant historical events.
Preservation efforts ensure these materials remain accessible and in good condition for future study.

Artifacts and Memorabilia
In addition to written records, the society’s collection features artifacts that illustrate Bedford
County’s cultural and industrial history. Items include household objects, tools, military uniforms,
and photographs that depict the evolution of the community over time. These artifacts are often
displayed in rotating exhibits to engage the public and bring history to life.

Genealogical Resources
Genealogy enthusiasts find the Bedford County Historical Society PA to be an essential resource.
The society maintains family histories, cemetery records, and census data that assist individuals
tracing their ancestry. Staff and volunteers provide guidance for those conducting genealogical
research, making the society a hub for family historians.



Educational Programs and Community Outreach
Education and outreach are fundamental components of the Bedford County Historical Society PA’s
activities. The society designs programs that target diverse audiences, from schoolchildren to adult
learners, fostering a deeper appreciation for regional history.

School Programs and Workshops
The society collaborates with local schools to offer history-based curricula and hands-on workshops.
These programs often include interactive presentations, historical reenactments, and visits to
historical sites, providing students with immersive learning experiences that connect classroom
lessons to Bedford County’s heritage.

Public Lectures and Seminars
Regular public lectures and seminars feature historians, authors, and experts who discuss various
aspects of the county’s history. These events promote lifelong learning and encourage community
members to engage actively with their local history.

Community Partnerships
Partnerships with other cultural organizations, museums, and government agencies enhance the
society’s outreach efforts. Collaborative projects include heritage festivals, preservation initiatives,
and public history campaigns that raise awareness about the importance of protecting Bedford
County’s historical resources.

Events and Exhibitions
The Bedford County Historical Society PA hosts a variety of events and exhibitions throughout the
year designed to celebrate and educate about the county’s past. These activities attract both
residents and tourists interested in historical exploration.

Annual Heritage Festival
One of the society’s flagship events is the annual Heritage Festival, which showcases traditional
crafts, music, and foods from Bedford County’s history. The festival includes demonstrations, guided
tours, and family-friendly activities that highlight the county’s cultural legacy.

Rotating Exhibits
The society curates rotating exhibits that focus on specific themes such as colonial life, local
industry, or notable historical figures. These exhibitions utilize artifacts, photographs, and
multimedia presentations to provide a comprehensive narrative of Bedford County’s development.



Special Commemorations
Special commemorative events mark significant anniversaries and historical milestones relevant to
Bedford County. These occasions often feature guest speakers, ceremonial activities, and the
unveiling of new historical research or exhibits.

Visiting and Supporting the Society
Visitors to the Bedford County Historical Society PA can engage with the county’s history through its
museum, research facilities, and public programs. The society welcomes individuals, families, and
groups interested in exploring Bedford County’s heritage firsthand.

Location and Hours
The society’s headquarters and museum are centrally located within Bedford County, providing easy
access for visitors. Operating hours are designed to accommodate researchers and tourists, with
special arrangements available for group visits and educational tours.

Membership and Volunteer Opportunities
Support for the society comes from memberships and volunteers who contribute time and expertise.
Members receive benefits such as newsletters, event invitations, and discounts on publications.
Volunteers assist with archival work, event organization, and educational programming, playing a
vital role in the society’s success.

Donations and Fundraising
The Bedford County Historical Society PA relies on donations and fundraising efforts to maintain and
expand its collections and programs. Contributions support preservation projects, exhibit
development, and community outreach initiatives, ensuring ongoing access to the county’s historical
treasures.

Preserving Bedford County’s historical artifacts and documents

Providing educational resources and public programs

Hosting engaging events and exhibitions

Supporting genealogical and historical research

Encouraging community involvement and support



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Bedford County Historical Society in
Pennsylvania?
The Bedford County Historical Society in Pennsylvania is an organization dedicated to preserving
and promoting the history and heritage of Bedford County through various programs, archives, and
events.

Where is the Bedford County Historical Society located?
The Bedford County Historical Society is located in Bedford, Pennsylvania.

What types of collections does the Bedford County Historical
Society hold?
The Society's collections include historical documents, photographs, artifacts, genealogical records,
and local memorabilia related to Bedford County's history.

Does the Bedford County Historical Society offer research
assistance?
Yes, the Bedford County Historical Society provides research assistance to individuals interested in
local history and genealogy.

Are there any tours or events hosted by the Bedford County
Historical Society?
The Society hosts various events such as historical lectures, exhibitions, and guided tours of historic
sites in Bedford County.

How can I become a member of the Bedford County Historical
Society?
Membership information is available on their website or by contacting the Society directly; members
often receive newsletters and access to special events.

Does the Bedford County Historical Society have an online
archive?
The Society offers some digital resources and archives online, but many materials are available for
in-person research at their facility.



Can I volunteer at the Bedford County Historical Society?
Yes, the Bedford County Historical Society welcomes volunteers to assist with events, archives, and
educational programs.

What is the significance of Bedford County in Pennsylvania
history?
Bedford County is historically significant for its role in early American frontier life, transportation
routes like the National Road, and rich colonial and Civil War history.

How does the Bedford County Historical Society contribute to
education?
The Society contributes to education by providing historical resources, organizing school programs,
and hosting public lectures and workshops about local history.

Additional Resources
1. Bedford County Chronicles: Stories from Pennsylvania's Heartland
This book offers a comprehensive look at the history of Bedford County, Pennsylvania, from its early
settlement days to the present. It features personal stories, historical events, and notable figures
that shaped the region. Richly illustrated with photographs and maps, it is an essential resource for
anyone interested in local history.

2. Historic Bedford County: A Journey Through Time
Explore the architectural heritage and cultural landmarks of Bedford County in this detailed volume.
The book highlights historic buildings, landmarks, and the evolution of communities within the
county. It also includes insights from the Bedford County Historical Society, making it a valuable
guide for history enthusiasts and visitors alike.

3. The Bedford County Historical Society Bulletin: Selected Essays
A curated collection of essays originally published by the Bedford County Historical Society, this
book delves into various aspects of the county’s past. Topics range from genealogical studies to
significant historical events and local folklore. It serves as a scholarly yet accessible resource for
researchers and history buffs.

4. Bedford County in the Civil War: Soldiers and Stories
This book recounts the experiences of Bedford County residents during the American Civil War.
Through letters, diaries, and military records, it paints a vivid picture of the county’s involvement
and the impact of the war on local families. The Bedford County Historical Society contributed
extensively to the research and documentation.

5. Pioneers of Bedford County: Settlers and Founders
Discover the stories of the early settlers who established Bedford County in this engaging narrative.
The book traces genealogies, settlement patterns, and the challenges faced by these pioneers. It
provides context to the county’s development and honors the legacy of its founding families.



6. Bedford County’s Industrial Heritage
This volume examines the rise and fall of industries that once thrived in Bedford County, including
ironworks, agriculture, and railroads. Through photographs and firsthand accounts, readers learn
about the economic forces that shaped the community. The book highlights the role of the Bedford
County Historical Society in preserving this industrial history.

7. Bedford County: A Photographic History
Featuring a rich collection of historical photographs, this book offers a visual journey through
Bedford County’s past. Images include early town scenes, significant events, and everyday life, many
sourced from the archives of the Bedford County Historical Society. The photographic narrative
complements written histories and adds depth to the county’s story.

8. Legends and Lore of Bedford County
Delve into the myths, legends, and folklore unique to Bedford County with this captivating book. It
explores ghost stories, local superstitions, and cultural traditions passed down through generations.
The Bedford County Historical Society’s research helps verify and preserve these intriguing tales.

9. Genealogy Guide to Bedford County, Pennsylvania
A practical resource for genealogists, this guide provides detailed information on tracing family
histories in Bedford County. It includes tips on using local archives, census records, and historical
society resources. The book is an indispensable tool for those looking to uncover their Bedford
County ancestry.
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