
become cpa without accounting degree

become cpa without accounting degree is a common goal for many aspiring professionals who seek to enter the
accounting field but do not hold a traditional accounting degree. The Certified Public Accountant (CPA)
credential is highly respected and often required for advanced positions in accounting, auditing, and finance.
Fortunately, it is possible to become a CPA without an accounting degree by meeting specific educational and
experience requirements, passing the CPA exam, and fulfilling licensing criteria. This article explores the
pathways available, necessary qualifications, and strategies for successfully navigating the CPA
certification process without a formal accounting background. Readers will gain insight into alternative
degree options, credit hour requirements, examination structure, and practical steps to achieve CPA status.
The following sections outline the essential information for those aiming to become CPA without accounting
degree, including educational pathways, exam preparation, and licensing procedures.

Understanding CPA Requirements Without an Accounting Degree

Educational Pathways to Meet CPA Eligibility

Preparing for the CPA Exam Without an Accounting Background

Gaining Relevant Work Experience

Applying for CPA Licensure and Beyond

Understanding CPA Requirements Without an Accounting Degree

Becoming a CPA without an accounting degree requires a clear understanding of the licensing requirements set
by state boards of accountancy. Each state has its own specific criteria, but most require candidates to
fulfill a certain number of credit hours in accounting and business-related courses, regardless of their major.
This means that even if an individual holds a degree in a non-accounting field, they can qualify by completing
additional coursework. The uniform CPA examination, which tests accounting knowledge and skills, must also
be passed. Additionally, candidates need to satisfy experience requirements, typically involving supervised work
in accounting or auditing roles. Understanding these components is crucial for planning a successful route to
CPA certification without a traditional accounting degree.

State-Specific Educational Requirements

Most states mandate a minimum of 150 semester hours of college education, including a specified number of
accounting and business-related credits. Those without an accounting degree must carefully review their
state board’s guidelines to identify required courses in areas such as financial accounting, auditing, taxation,
and business law. It is common for non-accounting majors to undertake post-baccalaureate coursework or
enroll in graduate programs to meet these credit requirements.

Credit Hour Breakdown

The breakdown of required credit hours typically includes:

Accounting courses: financial accounting, managerial accounting, auditing, taxation, accounting
information systems

Business courses: finance, economics, business law, ethics, management



General education credits to fulfill the total 150-hour minimum

Meeting these credit hour requirements ensures eligibility to sit for the CPA exam, even without a dedicated
accounting degree.

Educational Pathways to Meet CPA Eligibility

For individuals aiming to become CPA without accounting degree, several educational pathways are available
to fulfill the necessary requirements. These options allow candidates to supplement their existing education
with targeted accounting coursework or pursue alternative degree programs that align with CPA
prerequisites.

Post-Baccalaureate Coursework

One of the most common approaches is enrolling in post-baccalaureate courses at accredited colleges or
universities. These courses focus on accounting and business subjects required by state boards. This route is
flexible and can be tailored to an individual’s prior academic background, allowing for completion of missing
credits without a full degree program.

Master’s Degree in Accounting or Related Fields

Pursuing a master’s degree in accounting, taxation, or business administration with a concentration in
accounting is another effective pathway. Graduate programs often cover the necessary content
comprehensively and exceed the 150-credit hour requirement, making candidates well-prepared for the CPA exam.
This option is ideal for those seeking deeper knowledge and enhanced career prospects.

Undergraduate Degree in Non-Accounting Fields with Supplementary Courses

Individuals with a bachelor’s degree in fields such as finance, economics, or business administration can complete
supplementary accounting courses to qualify. This pathway involves careful selection of classes to meet
state credit hour mandates while leveraging existing business knowledge.

Online and Continuing Education Programs

Many accredited institutions offer online accounting courses and certificate programs designed for working
professionals. These programs provide flexibility and accessibility, enabling candidates to earn required credits
without disrupting current employment.

Preparing for the CPA Exam Without an Accounting Background

Passing the CPA exam is a critical step in becoming a CPA without accounting degree. The exam consists of
four sections: Auditing and Attestation (AUD), Business Environment and Concepts (BEC), Financial
Accounting and Reporting (FAR), and Regulation (REG). Candidates without prior accounting education may
find certain sections particularly challenging, necessitating focused study and preparation.



Comprehensive Study Plans

Developing a structured study plan is essential. This includes allocating sufficient time for each exam section,
prioritizing weaker subject areas, and incorporating diverse study materials such as textbooks, review courses,
and practice exams. Candidates without an accounting degree should emphasize foundational accounting
principles and auditing standards.

CPA Review Courses

Enrolling in CPA review courses specifically designed for non-accounting majors can enhance exam readiness.
These courses often provide detailed explanations, practice questions, and simulated exams that replicate the
real testing environment. Popular formats include live instruction, self-paced online modules, and hybrid models.

Utilizing Supplemental Resources

Additional resources such as flashcards, study groups, and tutoring can support learning. Candidates are
encouraged to engage with professional communities and forums to gain insights and tips from experienced CPAs
and fellow exam takers.

Gaining Relevant Work Experience

In addition to education and passing the CPA exam, obtaining qualifying work experience is a mandatory step in
becoming a CPA without accounting degree. Most state boards require candidates to complete one to two
years of supervised experience in accounting, auditing, or related fields.

Types of Acceptable Experience

Relevant experience may include roles in public accounting firms, corporate accounting departments, government
agencies, or nonprofit organizations. Tasks typically involve financial reporting, tax preparation, auditing,
and advisory services. Experience must be verifiable and supervised by a licensed CPA or equivalent professional.

Documenting and Reporting Experience

Candidates should maintain detailed records of job responsibilities, hours worked, and supervisor evaluations.
This documentation is often submitted during the CPA licensure application process to prove compliance with
experience requirements.

Strategies to Gain Experience Without an Accounting Degree

Non-accounting graduates can pursue internships, entry-level accounting positions, or volunteer
opportunities that provide exposure to accounting functions. Networking with professionals in the industry
and leveraging career services can facilitate access to suitable roles.

Applying for CPA Licensure and Beyond

After meeting educational, examination, and experience requirements, candidates proceed to apply for CPA
licensure through their state board. This step involves submitting official transcripts, exam scores, experience
verification, and completing any additional state-specific prerequisites.



Ethics Examination

Many states require passing an ethics exam as part of the licensure process. This exam assesses knowledge of
professional conduct, ethical standards, and regulatory compliance essential for CPAs.

Maintaining CPA License

Once licensed, CPAs must fulfill continuing professional education (CPE) requirements to maintain their
credentials. This commitment ensures ongoing competence and adherence to evolving accounting standards and
regulations.

Career Opportunities for CPAs Without Accounting Degrees

Achieving CPA status without an accounting degree opens doors to diverse career paths in public accounting,
corporate finance, government auditing, consulting, and more. The credential enhances credibility, earning
potential, and professional growth prospects across industries.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I become a CPA without an accounting degree?

Yes, you can become a CPA without an accounting degree by meeting the required education credits through
other related coursework or additional classes, and fulfilling the experience and exam requirements set by your
state board.

What education requirements must I meet to become a CPA without an
accounting degree?

Most states require 150 semester hours of college education, including specific accounting and business
courses. If your degree is not in accounting, you may need to take additional accounting courses to meet these
requirements.

Are there alternative degrees that can help me qualify for the CPA exam?

Yes, degrees in finance, business administration, economics, or related fields can help you qualify, provided you
complete the necessary accounting coursework required by your state board.

Do I need to take extra accounting courses if my degree is not in accounting?

Typically, yes. To sit for the CPA exam, you need to have completed specific accounting and business courses.
If your degree lacks these, you will need to take additional courses at a college or university.

How important is work experience for becoming a CPA without an
accounting degree?

Work experience is crucial. Most states require one to two years of relevant accounting experience under the
supervision of a licensed CPA, which helps demonstrate practical knowledge and skills.



Can I use online courses to fulfill the accounting education requirements?

Many states accept accredited online courses to fulfill accounting education requirements, but it is important
to verify with your state board whether the specific courses and institutions are approved.

Additional Resources
1. CPA Exam Prep Without an Accounting Degree: A Step-by-Step Guide
This book offers a comprehensive roadmap for candidates aiming to pass the CPA exam without a traditional
accounting background. It breaks down complex topics into manageable sections and provides study strategies
tailored to non-accounting majors. Readers will find practical advice on how to build foundational knowledge
and leverage their existing skills.

2. From Non-Accounting to CPA: Your Ultimate Study Companion
Designed specifically for those transitioning into accounting, this book covers essential accounting principles
and CPA exam content in an accessible way. It includes real-life examples, practice questions, and tips to
accelerate learning. The book also addresses common challenges faced by non-accounting students and how to
overcome them.

3. Accounting Fundamentals for CPA Candidates Without an Accounting Degree
This title focuses on building a strong foundation in accounting concepts necessary for CPA exam success. It
simplifies financial statements, auditing, taxation, and business law for readers new to the field. Supplementary
exercises and summaries help reinforce key points for efficient studying.

4. The Non-Accountant’s Guide to Passing the CPA Exam
A practical resource that demystifies the CPA exam for those without an accounting degree. The author
shares proven study techniques, time management tips, and motivational strategies to keep candidates on track.
The book also highlights how to utilize online resources and CPA review courses effectively.

5. CPA Success Blueprint: Navigating the Exam Without an Accounting Background
This guide outlines a strategic plan for non-accounting graduates to conquer the CPA exam. It emphasizes the
importance of mastering core topics and developing analytical skills. Readers will benefit from detailed study
schedules, mock exams, and advice on balancing work, study, and personal life.

6. Mastering CPA Topics for Non-Accounting Students
This book breaks down the CPA exam content into digestible sections tailored for non-accounting students. It
covers financial accounting, auditing, regulation, and business environment topics with clear explanations and
examples. The author also discusses how to adapt prior knowledge from other fields to accounting concepts.

7. CPA Exam Strategies for Career Changers
Ideal for professionals switching careers, this book provides targeted strategies to navigate the CPA exam
efficiently. It offers insights on prerequisite coursework, choosing the right review materials, and leveraging
transferable skills. The text also includes motivational stories from successful CPA candidates with diverse
backgrounds.

8. Accounting for the Non-Accounting CPA Candidate
Focused on simplifying accounting principles, this book aids CPA candidates without formal accounting
education. It presents concepts through straightforward language and practical scenarios. Readers will find
guidance on building confidence in technical areas crucial for passing the exam.

9. The Essential CPA Handbook for Non-Accounting Majors
This handbook serves as an all-in-one reference for non-accounting majors pursuing the CPA credential. It
compiles key accounting theories, exam tips, and career advice into an easy-to-navigate format. The book aims
to empower readers by bridging the gap between their current knowledge and CPA exam requirements.
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  become cpa without accounting degree: Getting Started in Tax Consulting Gary W.
Carter, 2004-03-15 The Complete, Authoritative Guide to Getting Started in Tax Consulting Tax
consulting and return preparation is a fast-paced, dynamic industry-one that promises high earning
potential. In this book, tax advisor Gary Carter shows you just what it takes to become an in-demand
tax consultant. You'll discover how to break into the tax business, even with relatively limited
education and training, and build a path to your new career with Carter's five-step formula for
success. Brimming with expert advice from tax professionals and featuring up-to-the-minute
coverage of everything from qualifications and employment opportunities to Internet resources,
Getting Started in Tax Consulting shows you how to: * Assess your personality fit for the tax
profession * Formulate your business plan for starting a tax practice * Find a niche for your tax
services * Choose between a sole proprietorship, a partnership, a C corporation, an S corporation,
and a limited liability company * Set your fees and market your services * Perform research-an
essential skill of the tax professional * Make the IRS your partner and advisor-not your adversary *
Start a Web-based tax service
  become cpa without accounting degree: Advice for a Successful Career in the Accounting
Profession Jerry Maginnis, 2021-10-12 Practical guidance to optimize the benefits of your accounting
degree—no matter what stage of your career! Originally conceived and designed to provide helpful
advice to college and university accounting majors and early-career professionals, this book evolved
into a valuable resource for those groups as well as others who may be further along in their
accounting careers. It contains many practical examples and real-life experiences from a long and
successful career in the profession that you won't find in any accounting, auditing, or tax textbook.
And it is written in a fun and engaging style with a simple goal in mind: to share lessons learned and
insights that will help accountants of all ages optimize their career opportunities! Jerry Maginnis,
CPA, the former Office Managing Partner for the Philadelphia office of KPMG, one of the Big Four
Accounting Firms, currently serves as the Accounting Executive in Residence at Rowan University in
Southern New Jersey. In this role, he has counseled and mentored dozens of students and early
career professionals. The book leverages Jerry's real-world experience and his advice and counsel is
delivered in a fashion that will make you feel like you are having a one on one conversation with
him! Readers will also enjoy: Advice delivered concisely: each chapter is succinct and provides
essential takeaways and action plans for all points in a career A guidebook that is efficiently
organized into three sections—for college and university students, for early-career professionals, for
accountants of all ages and experience levels—allowing the reader to focus on the sections that are
most applicable to them An excellent refresher or reminder of concepts or principles that are
important to even the most successful and experienced accountants Loaded with real world tips and
techniques, Advice for a Successful Career in the Accounting Profession is an ideal resource for
accountants and auditors, tax and advisory professionals, and University professors and high school
instructors teaching Accounting, undeclared business majors, underrepresented populations, and
students aspiring to become CPAs.
  become cpa without accounting degree: CPA's Multistate Guide to Ethics and Professional
Conduct (2008) Michael A. Crawford, D. Scot Loyd, 2008-06 CPA's Multistate Guide to Ethics and
Professional Conduct provides CPAs with a single reference source regarding ethics and
professional standards set by the national and international standard-setting bodies, as well as the
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individual state societies.
  become cpa without accounting degree: The Bootstrapper's Bible RD king, Discover 43 Ideas
For Businesses You Can Start Today! Whether you're transitioning from an old career into a new
one, facing the all-too-familiar struggle to stay at home with the kids and remain productive, or
retiring and looking for what's next, a business and a home-based business is a great opportunity! In
this 'Promote Tactics' guide you will discover: 43 business ideas that you can begin building today
without a huge amount of capital. Useful information on that particular business to help you decide
whether or not it's the right one for you. Each business idea is organized neatly for easy reading.
You will also find out the average income for each business and what qualifications are required (if
any). ...and much, much more! These 43 ideas are businesses where you can offer services all the
way to online businesses!
  become cpa without accounting degree: How To Pass The CPA Exam Stephanie Ng,
2013-06-26 A CPA exam guide written specifically for international students The US CPA
qualification exam is the most popular professional accounting qualification not just in the United
States, but around the world as well. As international testing centers open across the globe,
increasing numbers of non-American students are taking the exam, but lack a study resource written
specifically for them. Author Stephanie Ng passed the exam in less than a year and operates a
popular exam test-prep website at IPassTheCPAExam.com. In How to Pass the CPA Exam, Ng
explains her techniques and study tactics specifically for students outside the United States. A
comprehensive and practical study guide for CPA exam students outside the United States Written
by the operator of a highly popular test-prep website for international students Includes practical
and effective test-prep resources Packed with smart advice presented from an international
perspective, How to Pass the CPA Exam is a must for international students preparing for the test.
  become cpa without accounting degree: You Can Pass the CPA Exam Debra R. Hopkins,
2005-01-21 Each year, over 120,000 CPA exam candidates continue to attempt to pass the CPA
exam. It is a stressful event in the life of an accountant, and the stress goes beyond just the
knowledge and the exam itself because of the high percentage (85%), of first time students who fail.
This book discusses what really happens at the CPA exam and how the candidate can better control
the outcome. It provides the expert guidance on the techniques needed to pass today's CPA exam.
  become cpa without accounting degree: Bulletin of the United States Bureau of Labor
Statistics , 1913
  become cpa without accounting degree: Vault Career Guide to Accounting Jason Alba,
2005 Professional career guide from the Vault Career Library - from a look at the types of
accounting, including tax and audit, to the types of accounting careers, including the Big Four
accounting firms, and government work.
  become cpa without accounting degree: The Grants Register 2025 Palgrave Macmillan,
2024-08-23 The Grants Register 2025 is the most authoritative and comprehensive guide available of
postgraduate and professional funding worldwide. It contains international coverage of grants in
almost 60 countries, both English and non-English speaking; information on subject areas, level of
study, eligibility and value of awards; and information on over 5,100 awards provided by over 1,300
awarding bodies. Awarding bodies are arranged alphabetically with a full list of awards to allow for
comprehensive reading. The Register contains full contact details including telephone, fax, email
and websites as well as details of application procedures and closing dates. It is updated annually to
ensure accurate information.
  become cpa without accounting degree: Business and Managerial Occupations , 1992
  become cpa without accounting degree: The Accountant , 1925
  become cpa without accounting degree: Area Wage Survey , 1982
  become cpa without accounting degree: Popular Mechanics , 1954-11 Popular Mechanics
inspires, instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s
practical DIY home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest
cars or the latest breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.



  become cpa without accounting degree: The Certified Public Accountant , 1927
  become cpa without accounting degree: Popular Science , 1955-02 Popular Science gives
our readers the information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The core belief
that Popular Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science and
technology are the driving forces that will help make it better.
  become cpa without accounting degree: Mississippi Business Review , 1978
  become cpa without accounting degree: How to Choose Your Perfect Math Career
Cathleen Small, 2023-02-01 Choosing a career can be tough. There are so many options and choices
available—how do you figure out what is right for you? This book takes students by the hand and
helps them explore their interests, personality type, likes and dislikes, and hopes for the future so
they can navigate a pathway to their perfect math career. With flowchart quizzes that allow the
reader to narrow down their options and find a route that is right for them, How to Choose Your
Perfect Math Career helps take the stress out of making a good career choice. Students will learn
what qualifications they need for their ideal career, and where and how to achieve them. They will
discover if further education is right for them, or if a more practical route to their ideal career
choice is best. They will learn what a day in the life of each career option is like so they can figure
out if it might suit them. This is a must-have guide for all students making decisions about their
future.
  become cpa without accounting degree: The C.P.A. Bulletin National association of
certified public accountants, 1923
  become cpa without accounting degree: Popular Mechanics , 1953-01 Popular Mechanics
inspires, instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s
practical DIY home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest
cars or the latest breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  become cpa without accounting degree: The Grants Register 2026 Palgrave Macmillan,
2025-09-18 The Grants Register 2026 is the most authoritative and comprehensive guide available of
postgraduate and professional funding worldwide. It contains international coverage of grants in
almost 60 countries, both English and non-English speaking; information on subject areas, level of
study, eligibility and value of awards; and information on over 5,100 awards provided by over 1,300
awarding bodies. Awarding bodies are arranged alphabetically with a full list of awards to allow for
comprehensive reading. The Register contains full contact details including telephone, fax, email
and websites as well as details of application procedures and closing dates. It is updated annually to
ensure accurate information.
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