
been in sign language

been in sign language is a phrase that can be expressed through various gestures and signs

depending on the context and the specific sign language used. Understanding how to convey temporal

concepts like "been" or "have been" in sign language is essential for effective communication,

especially in American Sign Language (ASL) and other signed languages. This article explores the

linguistic structure, common signs, and practical usage of expressing "been in sign language." It will

also discuss the differences in sign languages around the world, tips for learners, and the significance

of non-manual signals in conveying tense and aspect. Whether for educational purposes or

communication enhancement, grasping the nuances of "been" in sign language enriches

understanding and fluency. The following sections will provide a comprehensive overview and practical

guidelines for mastering this aspect of sign language communication.

Understanding the Concept of "Been" in Sign Language

Common Signs and Gestures for "Been" in American Sign Language (ASL)

Variations in Different Sign Languages

Non-Manual Signals and Their Role in Expressing "Been"

Practical Tips for Learning and Using "Been" in Sign Language

Understanding the Concept of "Been" in Sign Language

The concept of "been" in spoken languages often relates to the perfect tense, indicating that an action



has occurred at some point in the past and may have relevance to the present. In sign language,

temporal concepts such as "been" are conveyed through a combination of signs, facial expressions,

and body language rather than a single sign equivalent. Sign languages utilize a rich system of

grammatical markers that incorporate time and aspect, making the expression of "been" context-

dependent and nuanced.

The Role of Tense and Aspect in Sign Languages

Sign languages, including American Sign Language (ASL), typically express tense and aspect through

spatial and temporal markers rather than verb conjugations as in spoken languages. This means that

the concept of "been" is often demonstrated by indicating a time frame or past action combined with

the core verb. For example, a signer might use a sign for "go" alongside a backward movement or a

facial expression indicating the past to convey "have been" somewhere.

Expressing Duration and Experience

In many sign languages, "been" can imply experience or duration, such as "I have been to the store."

This is often signed by indicating the action or place, combined with time indicators and facial grammar

to show completion or ongoing relevance. Understanding how to use these temporal and aspectual

markers is crucial for accurately expressing "been in sign language."

Common Signs and Gestures for "Been" in American Sign

Language (ASL)

American Sign Language represents the concept of "been" through a combination of signs rather than

a single dedicated sign. The expression depends heavily on context, verb choice, and non-manual



markers. This section outlines common strategies and examples for conveying "been" in ASL.

Using the Sign "HAVE" with Location or Action

One method to express "been" is to use the sign "HAVE" combined with the noun or location where

the action occurred. For instance, to say "I have been to the park," a signer might first sign "PARK,"

then use "HAVE" with a past time indicator or facial expression indicating completion.

Incorporating Time Indicators

Time indicators such as "before," "already," or "past" can be used alongside the verb to convey the

temporal aspect of "been." These signs help clarify that the action took place previously and is relevant

to the current discussion.

Sample Phrases Using "Been" in ASL

"I have been there." – Sign "THERE," followed by "HAVE" with a facial expression indicating

past tense.

"She has been sick." – Sign "SICK," then use time markers and facial grammar to express

duration or past experience.

"They have been working." – Sign "WORK," combined with continuous or past time indicators to

express the ongoing or completed state.



Variations in Different Sign Languages

Sign languages vary widely across regions and cultures, and the way to express "been" is no

exception. While ASL uses a combination of signs and non-manual markers, other sign languages

might have unique gestures or grammatical structures to express the same concept.

British Sign Language (BSL)

In British Sign Language, temporal concepts are often expressed through specific time signs combined

with verbs. The sign for "been" may be incorporated through movement or positioning relative to the

body to indicate past actions or experiences.

Auslan (Australian Sign Language)

Auslan similarly employs context, facial expressions, and directional signs to express tense and

aspect. The idea of "been" is frequently conveyed through time indicators preceding or following the

main sign.

Other Sign Languages

Languages such as Langue des Signes Française (LSF) or Japanese Sign Language (JSL) have their

own conventions for expressing past actions and experiences. Understanding these differences is

important for interpreters and learners working with multiple sign languages.



Non-Manual Signals and Their Role in Expressing "Been"

Non-manual signals (NMS) such as facial expressions, head movements, and body posture are

integral to sign language grammar and meaning, especially for expressing tense and aspect like

"been."

Facial Expressions Indicating Past Tense

A common non-manual marker for past tense is a slight backward head tilt or raised eyebrows

combined with a specific mouth shape. These subtle cues help the signer denote that the referenced

action has already occurred.

Body Orientation and Movement

Directional signs and body shifts can indicate time frames and verb aspects. For example, signing a

verb with a backward movement can show that the action happened in the past, reinforcing the

meaning of "been."

Importance of Context

Non-manual signals work in conjunction with manual signs and context to clarify meaning. Without

appropriate facial grammar or body language, signs for "been" may be ambiguous or misunderstood.



Practical Tips for Learning and Using "Been" in Sign Language

Mastering the use of "been" in sign language requires attention to detail and practice in integrating

signs with non-manual signals and contextual clues. The following tips can enhance learning and

communication effectiveness.

Learn Core Vocabulary First: Focus on verbs and time indicators commonly used with "been."1.

Observe Native Signers: Watch videos or attend events to see how experienced signers express2.

past experiences.

Practice Non-Manual Signals: Develop control over facial expressions and body language to3.

convey tense accurately.

Use Contextual Clues: Pay attention to the conversation context to determine the appropriate4.

way to express "been."

Engage with Deaf Communities: Interaction with native signers provides natural exposure and5.

feedback.

Take Formal Classes: Structured learning ensures understanding of grammatical rules and6.

nuances.

Frequently Asked Questions



How do you sign 'been' in American Sign Language (ASL)?

In ASL, 'been' is often conveyed by using the sign for 'BEEN,' which involves touching the dominant

hand's index finger to the chin and then moving it forward slightly, indicating a completed action or

experience.

Is there a specific sign for the word 'been' in ASL?

There is no unique sign solely for 'been'; instead, 'been' is usually implied through context, time

indicators, or combined with other signs to show the past tense or experience.

How can I express the concept of 'have been' in ASL?

To express 'have been,' you typically sign the subject, then use time indicators or facial expressions to

show past tense, followed by the verb that represents the action or state.

Can 'been' be signed using fingerspelling in ASL?

Yes, if clarity is needed or for emphasis, you can fingerspell 'B-E-E-N,' but usually context and other

signs make fingerspelling unnecessary.

Does the sign for 'been' differ in other sign languages like BSL or

Auslan?

Yes, other sign languages like British Sign Language (BSL) or Australian Sign Language (Auslan)

have their own signs and grammar, so 'been' is expressed differently depending on the language.

How do facial expressions influence the meaning of 'been' in sign

language?

Facial expressions and body language are crucial in ASL to indicate tense and aspect, so they help

clarify that 'been' refers to a completed or ongoing past action.



Are there resources to learn how to sign 'been' and other past tense

verbs correctly?

Yes, online ASL dictionaries, video tutorials, and courses provide examples and explanations on how

to sign past tense verbs, including how to imply 'been' using context and grammar.

How important is context when signing 'been' in ASL?

Context is very important because 'been' is often not signed directly; instead, the meaning is

understood through the combination of signs, time indicators, and facial expressions.

Can you give an example sentence using 'been' in ASL?

For 'I have been to the store,' you would sign 'I,' then indicate 'store,' followed by a past time indicator

(like a backward head nod), showing the experience has occurred.

Additional Resources

1. “Signing Naturally: Student Workbook, Units 1-6”

This workbook is a comprehensive guide for beginners learning American Sign Language (ASL). It

covers foundational vocabulary, grammar, and cultural insights essential for effective communication.

The exercises emphasize practical usage and help build confidence in signing.

2. “The Joy of Signing”

A classic resource for learning ASL, this book combines clear illustrations with detailed explanations of

signs and phrases. It is suitable for self-study and classroom use, offering insights into Deaf culture

alongside language instruction. The book also includes fingerspelling and number systems.

3. “A Basic Course in American Sign Language”

Designed for students new to ASL, this book provides a structured introduction to the language

through lessons that focus on everyday communication. It balances vocabulary acquisition with



grammar rules and cultural context. The text is often accompanied by video resources for enhanced

learning.

4. “American Sign Language Dictionary” by Martin L.A. Sternberg

This dictionary offers a comprehensive collection of ASL signs with detailed descriptions and

illustrations. It is an essential reference for learners and interpreters, providing clear definitions and

contextual usage. The book supports expanding vocabulary and understanding nuances in signing.

5. “Learning American Sign Language” by Tom Humphries and Carol Padden

This introductory book emphasizes the linguistic structure of ASL and its cultural significance within the

Deaf community. It includes dialogues, vocabulary lists, and practice exercises to foster fluency. The

authors, both experts in Deaf studies, provide an engaging approach to mastering sign language.

6. “Signing Made Easy” by Rod R. Butterworth and Mickey Flodin

Ideal for beginners and casual learners, this book simplifies ASL learning through clear illustrations

and straightforward explanations. It covers essential signs for everyday situations, making it practical

for travel, work, and social interactions. The layout encourages quick reference and easy

memorization.

7. “The American Sign Language Phrase Book” by Lou Fant

This phrase book focuses on conversational ASL, providing useful expressions and common phrases

for various scenarios. It is designed to help learners engage in real-life dialogues with confidence. The

book also includes cultural tips to enhance communication effectiveness.

8. “Signing for Kids: Let's Sign! 250 Everyday Signs and Phrases”

Created specifically for children and parents, this colorful book introduces basic signs in a fun and

interactive way. It helps promote early language development and fosters bonding through shared

communication. The signs are presented with engaging illustrations and simple instructions.

9. “Deaf Culture and American Sign Language: Exploring Linguistics and Culture”

This book explores the rich cultural heritage of the Deaf community alongside the linguistic aspects of



ASL. It provides readers with a deeper understanding of the social, historical, and educational contexts

of sign language use. The content is valuable for both learners and those interested in Deaf studies.
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