
become a substitute teacher in texas
become a substitute teacher in texas is an excellent way to contribute to the education system
while gaining valuable classroom experience. Whether you are seeking a flexible job opportunity or a
stepping stone toward a full-time teaching position, substitute teaching offers a rewarding career
path. This article provides a comprehensive guide on how to become a substitute teacher in Texas,
covering requirements, application processes, certification options, and tips for success.
Understanding the specific criteria and procedures set by Texas school districts and the Texas
Education Agency (TEA) is essential for aspiring substitutes. Additionally, this guide highlights the
benefits and responsibilities associated with substitute teaching in Texas. Explore the steps necessary
to prepare for this role and learn how to navigate the job market effectively. The following sections
will outline everything needed to embark on this educational journey.

Requirements to Become a Substitute Teacher in Texas

Certification and Permits

Application Process and Employment

Roles and Responsibilities of a Substitute Teacher

Benefits and Challenges of Substitute Teaching

Tips for Success as a Substitute Teacher in Texas

Requirements to Become a Substitute Teacher in Texas
To become a substitute teacher in Texas, candidates must meet specific qualifications established by
the Texas Education Agency (TEA) and local school districts. These requirements ensure that
substitutes are prepared to provide quality instruction and maintain a safe learning environment.
Generally, the minimum educational requirement is a high school diploma or GED, but many districts
prefer candidates with some college education or a bachelor’s degree.

Educational Qualifications
Most Texas school districts require substitute teachers to have at least 60 college credit hours or a
bachelor’s degree. This requirement varies by district, so it is crucial to verify the local standards.
Those with a four-year degree from an accredited institution typically qualify for a standard substitute
teaching permit.

Background Checks and Fingerprinting
All substitute teacher applicants must undergo criminal background checks and fingerprinting to



ensure student safety. This process is mandatory before receiving approval to work in any Texas
public school. The background screening includes checks against state and national databases.

Other Basic Requirements
In addition to education and background screening, candidates must have a valid Social Security
number, be legally eligible to work in the United States, and be at least 18 years old. Some districts
may also require attendance at orientation sessions or training workshops.

Certification and Permits
Obtaining the appropriate certification or permit is a critical step to become a substitute teacher in
Texas. The TEA issues various permits that allow individuals to work as substitutes across the state’s
public schools.

Standard Substitute Teaching Permit
The standard permit is available for applicants who hold at least a bachelor’s degree. This credential
authorizes substitutes to work in any Texas school district without additional coursework or exams. It
is valid for up to five years and can be renewed.

Substitute Teaching Permit for Non-Degree Holders
Individuals without a bachelor’s degree but with at least 60 college credit hours may apply for this
permit. It requires the applicant to complete a substitute teacher training program approved by the
TEA. The permit is typically valid for one year and can be renewed.

Application Process for Permits
Applicants must submit their materials through the TEA’s online Educator Certification system. This
process includes providing transcripts, paying fees, and submitting fingerprints. Processing times vary
but usually take several weeks.

Application Process and Employment
After meeting the educational and certification requirements, the next step is applying to school
districts for substitute teaching positions. Each district manages its own hiring process, which may
include interviews and additional training.



Finding Substitute Teaching Jobs
Most school districts post substitute teaching opportunities on their official websites or through
regional educational service centers. Prospective substitutes can apply directly to districts or use
substitute placement agencies that serve multiple districts.

Application Materials
Applicants should prepare a professional resume highlighting relevant education and experience.
Many districts require completion of an online application form, submission of transcripts, and copies
of any permits or certifications.

Orientation and Training
Some districts mandate attendance at an orientation session, which covers district policies, classroom
management techniques, and emergency procedures. Training programs help substitutes understand
expectations and prepare for diverse classroom environments.

Roles and Responsibilities of a Substitute Teacher
Substitute teachers play a vital role in maintaining continuity of instruction when regular teachers are
absent. Their responsibilities extend beyond delivering lesson plans to managing classroom behavior
and supporting student learning.

Classroom Management
Effective classroom management is essential to foster a productive learning environment. Substitutes
must enforce school rules consistently, handle disruptions professionally, and maintain student
engagement.

Instruction and Lesson Implementation
Substitute teachers follow lesson plans left by the regular teacher, adapting as necessary to meet
student needs. They may also be required to create instructional activities if no plans are available.

Communication and Reporting
At the end of each assignment, substitutes are expected to provide feedback to the regular teacher or
school administration regarding student behavior, lesson completion, and any issues encountered
during the day.



Benefits and Challenges of Substitute Teaching
Substitute teaching in Texas offers numerous advantages but also presents unique challenges.
Understanding these can help candidates make informed decisions about pursuing this career path.

Benefits

Flexible work schedule suitable for those seeking part-time employment

Opportunity to gain classroom experience and improve teaching skills

Exposure to diverse educational settings and student populations

Potential pathway to full-time teaching positions

Competitive daily pay rates compared to other temporary jobs

Challenges

Irregular work assignments with no guaranteed hours

Need to quickly adapt to different classroom environments and grade levels

Handling classroom management without established relationships with students

Limited access to resources and support compared to full-time staff

Tips for Success as a Substitute Teacher in Texas
Success as a substitute teacher requires preparation, adaptability, and professionalism. The following
tips can help new substitutes thrive in Texas classrooms.

Prepare Ahead: Familiarize yourself with the district’s policies and review common classroom1.
procedures before your first assignment.

Arrive Early: Arriving before the school day starts allows time to meet the regular teacher or2.
staff and organize materials.

Establish Authority: Set clear expectations for behavior early to maintain control and respect.3.

Engage Students: Use interactive activities and positive reinforcement to encourage4.



participation and cooperation.

Stay Flexible: Be ready to adjust lesson plans or handle unexpected situations calmly and5.
efficiently.

Communicate Effectively: Provide detailed reports to teachers and administrators about the6.
day’s events and any issues.

Continuously Learn: Seek feedback and pursue additional training opportunities to enhance7.
your substitute teaching skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to become a substitute
teacher in Texas?
To become a substitute teacher in Texas, you must have at least a high school diploma or GED.
However, many districts require a minimum of 60 college credit hours or a bachelor's degree.
Additionally, you must pass a background check and complete any district-specific training.

Do I need a teaching certification to be a substitute teacher in
Texas?
No, a traditional teaching certification is not always required to be a substitute teacher in Texas.
Some school districts allow substitutes with 60 college credit hours or more to substitute teach
without a full teaching certificate.

How do I apply to become a substitute teacher in Texas?
You can apply by contacting the school district where you want to work, submitting an application
online or in person, providing proof of education, and completing any required background checks
and training.

Is there a substitute teacher certification program in Texas?
Texas does not have a specific substitute teacher certification program statewide. Requirements vary
by district, with most requiring background checks and sometimes training programs or orientation
sessions.

What kind of background check is required for substitute
teachers in Texas?
Substitute teachers in Texas must undergo a fingerprint-based criminal background check through
the Texas Department of Public Safety and the FBI to ensure student safety.



Can college students become substitute teachers in Texas?
Yes, college students who have completed at least 60 semester credit hours can often become
substitute teachers, depending on the district's requirements.

Are there age requirements to become a substitute teacher in
Texas?
Generally, you must be at least 18 years old to substitute teach in Texas. Some districts may require
you to be 21.

How much do substitute teachers earn in Texas?
Substitute teacher pay in Texas varies by district but typically ranges from $70 to $120 per day, with
some districts offering higher pay for long-term assignments.

Can substitute teachers in Texas work in multiple school
districts?
Yes, substitute teachers can work in multiple school districts as long as they meet each district's
application and background check requirements.

What are the typical duties of a substitute teacher in Texas?
Substitute teachers are responsible for following the lesson plans left by the regular teacher,
managing the classroom, maintaining student discipline, and ensuring a safe learning environment.

Additional Resources
1. Becoming a Substitute Teacher in Texas: A Step-by-Step Guide
This comprehensive guide walks aspiring substitute teachers through the entire process of becoming
certified in Texas. It covers application requirements, background checks, and tips for navigating the
Texas Education Agency's regulations. Additionally, readers will find practical advice on classroom
management and lesson delivery to succeed in diverse school environments.

2. Texas Substitute Teaching Essentials: Strategies for Success
Designed specifically for Texas substitutes, this book offers valuable strategies to handle common
challenges in the classroom. It focuses on effective communication, managing different grade levels,
and adapting to various school policies. The author also includes real-life scenarios and solutions to
prepare substitutes for unexpected situations.

3. The Substitute Teacher’s Handbook for Texas Schools
This handbook provides detailed information about the legal and ethical responsibilities of substitute
teachers in Texas. It highlights the importance of maintaining professionalism and understanding
state-specific educational standards. Readers will gain insights into building rapport with students and
staff while fostering a positive learning environment.

4. Classroom Management for Texas Substitute Teachers



Focused solely on classroom management, this book equips substitutes with techniques to maintain
order and promote student engagement. It addresses common behavioral issues encountered in
Texas classrooms and offers proactive strategies to handle disruptions. The guide also emphasizes
cultural sensitivity and inclusivity in diverse school settings.

5. Navigating Texas Substitute Teaching Certification
This resource breaks down the certification process required to become a substitute teacher in Texas,
including detailed explanations of the required exams and paperwork. It provides timelines,
checklists, and tips to streamline the application process. The book is ideal for first-time substitutes
seeking clarity on state-specific requirements.

6. Effective Lesson Planning for Texas Substitute Teachers
Lesson planning can be challenging for substitutes, and this book offers practical templates and ideas
tailored for Texas classrooms. It covers how to interpret teacher lesson plans and create adaptable
activities that keep students engaged. The author emphasizes flexibility and creativity to meet
diverse student needs.

7. Texas Substitute Teachers: Understanding State Education Policies
This title delves into the policies and regulations governing substitute teaching in Texas public
schools. It explains how substitutes fit into the broader educational system and the expectations
placed upon them by school districts. The book also reviews recent legislative changes impacting
substitute teachers.

8. Building Rapport and Authority as a Texas Substitute Teacher
Successful substitute teaching depends on quickly establishing respect and connection with students.
This book offers techniques tailored for Texas classrooms to help substitutes build authority while
fostering a positive classroom atmosphere. It includes communication tips and strategies to engage
students from various backgrounds.

9. The Texas Substitute Teacher’s Survival Guide
This practical guide is filled with tips and tricks for surviving and thriving as a substitute teacher in
Texas. It covers everything from managing daily logistics to handling difficult students and
unexpected classroom situations. The book is designed to boost confidence and effectiveness for
substitutes at any experience level.
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experiences under stressful conditions. This marvelous book—with its practical tips and valuable
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the Pacific The book gives substitute teachers value, importance, and worth, something that many of
them don′t feel and that many school districts and teachers fail to acknowledge. —Elizabeth Day,
Sixth-Grade Teacher Mechanicville Middle School, NY Begin every first day of school with
confidence! This invaluable handbook provides clear and practical techniques to help substitute
teachers walk into a new classroom, create a positive learning environment, and deliver instruction
that meets established curriculum standards. An ideal resource for novice and veteran substitute
teachers—and for the administrators who hire, train, and supervise them—this book includes: School
and classroom procedures Eight key tips for classroom management What Would You Do? practice
scenarios with multiple solutions Information on professional topics such as permits, pay,
networking, and more A checklist of things to do before, during, and after class
  become a substitute teacher in texas: The Texas Outlook , 1926
  become a substitute teacher in texas: Job Corps Staff Newsletter Job Corps (U.S.), 1967
  become a substitute teacher in texas: School Life , 1954
  become a substitute teacher in texas: The High School Teacher , 1927
  become a substitute teacher in texas: Bulletin , 1921
  become a substitute teacher in texas: Homo Redneckus William Matthew McCarter, 2012
Discussing questions of race and class in America, we often skip those who are white but are treated
as a different kind of other. A professor of English and literature, Dr. William Matthew McCarter
explores the realities of being Not Qwhite in America from a historical and literary perspective. He
interweaves colloquial storytelling with advanced critical strategies in a unique and entertaining
fashion. This in-depth analysis is perfect for scholars and laypersons interested in the questions of
race and class in the American experience. Starting with his own experience of prejudice and
discrimination, and tracing that experience through his own family history, the author provides a
framework for others who want to understand the experience of being othered. The breadth of
knowledge he relies on reflects his education in cultural studies, literature, and theory. This book is
perfect as a text in college courses, supplementary reading for scholars, or people wanting to dip
their toes into a topic that has thus far not gotten much attention. Dr. McCarter welcomes readers to
learn more about the cultural studies perspective on race and see how it can be applied to
examining their own experiences
  become a substitute teacher in texas: Texas School Journal , 1886
  become a substitute teacher in texas: Becoming a Teacher Forrest W. Parkay, Beverly
Hardcastle, 1997-07
  become a substitute teacher in texas: Descendants of William Cromartie and Ruhamah
Doane and Related Families Amanda Cook Gilbert, 2013 This ambitious work chronicles 250
years of the Cromartie family genealogical history. Included in the index of nearly fifty thousand
names are the current generations, and all of those preceding, which trace ancestry to our family
patriarch, William Cromartie, who was born in 1731 in Orkney, Scotland, and his second wife,
Ruhamah Doane, who was born in 1745. Arriving in America in 1758, William Cromartie settled and
developed a plantation on South River, a tributary of the Cape Fear near Wilmington, North
Carolina. On April 2, 1766, William married Ruhamah Doane, a fifth-generation descendant of a
Mayflower passenger to Plymouth, Stephen Hopkins. If Cromartie is your last name or that of one of
your blood relatives, it is almost certain that you can trace your ancestry to one of the thirteen
children of William Cromartie , his first wife, and Ruhamah Doane, who became the founding
ancestors of our Cromartie family in America: William Jr., James, Thankful, Elizabeth, Hannah
Ruhamah, Alexander, John, Margaret Nancy, Mary, Catherine, Jean, Peter Patrick, and Ann E.
Cromartie. These four volumes hold an account of the descent of each of these first-generation
Cromarties in America, including personal anecdotes, photographs, copies of family bibles, wills, and
other historical documents. Their pages hold a personal record of our ancestors and where you
belong in the Cromartie family tree.
  become a substitute teacher in texas: Leading Professional Learning Teams Susan E. Sather,
2009-09-01 As a high school principal, it is crucial to have tools and models that have teeth, that will



make an impact on student achievement, and also improve collegiality and collaboration among
teachers. This is a wonderful faculty book study choice for any school looking to have teams of
teachers focused on data and how to incorporate best practices in their classrooms. —Steve Knobl,
Principal Gulf High School, New Port Richey, FL Strengthen teacher expertise and expand
instructional leadership through focused professional learning teams! Although a generous amount
of research describes professional learning teams (PLTs) as a positive structure for developing a
vision of school change through informed, data-based decision making, little guidance exists for
schools wanting to create and sustain this type of team initiative. Leading Professional Learning
Teams provides a field-tested model for implementing PLTs that strengthen teacher collaboration in
professional learning communities, improve instruction, and increase student achievement.
Developed in partnership between educators, Education Northwest (formerly known as the
Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory), and six high-needs schools, this guide shows a
professional learning team in action. Each chapter highlights four important elements to help ensure
alignment with educators′ objectives: Action: Steps for starting up a PLT Voices From the Field:
School leaders offering insights from actual PLTs Tools: Resources with information about PLTs,
plus at-a-glance road maps for each step of the implementation process Leadership Team
Discussion: Discussion suggestions for implementation leaders Written for school leaders who are
new to PLTs and those who want to fine-tune their efforts, this resource is an invaluable tool for
correlating staff development with your school′s improvement goals.
  become a substitute teacher in texas: Oaxaca al Gusto Diana Kennedy, 2011-12-01 No one
has done more to introduce the world to the authentic, flavorful cuisines of Mexico than Diana
Kennedy. Acclaimed as the Julia Child of Mexican cooking, Kennedy has been an intrepid,
indefatigable student of Mexican foodways for more than fifty years and has published several
classic books on the subject, including The Cuisines of Mexico (now available in The Essential
Cuisines of Mexico, a compilation of her first three books), The Art of Mexican Cooking, My Mexico,
and From My Mexican Kitchen. Her uncompromising insistence on using the proper local
ingredients and preparation techniques has taught generations of cooks how to prepare—and
savor—the delicious, subtle, and varied tastes of Mexico. In Oaxaca al Gusto, Kennedy takes us on an
amazing journey into one of the most outstanding and colorful cuisines in the world. The state of
Oaxaca is one of the most diverse in Mexico, with many different cultural and linguistic groups,
often living in areas difficult to access. Each group has its own distinctive cuisine, and Diana
Kennedy has spent many years traveling the length and breadth of Oaxaca to record in words and
photographs these little-known foods, both wild and cultivated, the way they were prepared, and the
part they play in the daily or festive life of the communities I visited. Oaxaca al Gusto is the fruit of
these labors—and the culmination of Diana Kennedy's life's work. Organized by regions, Oaxaca al
Gusto presents some three hundred recipes—most from home cooks—for traditional Oaxacan dishes.
Kennedy accompanies each recipe with fascinating notes about the ingredients, cooking techniques,
and the food's place in family and communal life. Lovely color photographs illustrate the food and its
preparation. A special feature of the book is a chapter devoted to the three pillars of the Oaxacan
regional cuisines—chocolate, corn, and chiles. Notes to the cook, a glossary, a bibliography, and an
index complete the volume. An irreplaceable record of the infinite world of Oaxacan gastronomy,
Oaxaca al Gusto belongs on the shelf of everyone who treasures the world's traditional regional
cuisines.
  become a substitute teacher in texas: How I Became Dysfunctional Jay Thomas Willis M.Ed.
MSW, 2023-08-09 How I Became Dysfunctional: Notes from a Personal Perspective, is a book of
essays about the author's family dysfunctions. It outlines the experiences of the author's family and
many other Black families in this country. It pinpoints the Post-Traumatic Slave Syndrome as being
responsible for most of the dysfunctions in the Black family. The author gives details about his
family's dysfunction from his own unique perspective. He takes us on a brief-wild ride where you
must buckle your seatbelt if you are to come out of this ride in one piece. It is an interesting,
mesmerizing, and stimulating, and thought-provoking piece of work. His perspective is as close to



the truth as you will ever get. You will find yourself laughing, crying, and most of all being enthralled
by what you are reading.
  become a substitute teacher in texas: Public School Finance Programs of the United States,
1957-58 Albert Ralph Munse, Eugene Peter McLoone, 1960
  become a substitute teacher in texas: Enhancing Educational Access Through Innovative
Educator Preparation Pathways Sande, Beverly, Marvel, Aaron, 2025-09-10 Various factors
contribute to the growing crisis of teacher shortages, including declining enrollment in teacher
preparation programs, increasing teacher attrition, and many teachers approaching retirement.
School leaders retiring, transferring schools, or pursuing new opportunities within the education
sector are not being replaced by qualified candidates. Furthermore, many school districts
nationwide report principal vacancies and a severe need for more qualified applicants to replace
them. Consequently, many educator preparation programs have developed transformational
initiatives to recruit, prepare, and retain teachers in their partnering school districts. These
programs are critical for alleviating the impact of teacher shortages on schools and students.
Enhancing Educational Access Through Innovative Educator Preparation Pathways highlights some
of these initiatives and their impact on the school systems. It demonstrates how these models can be
implemented to help recruit and retain individuals interested in becoming teachers or school
principals. Covering topics such as school-university partnerships, leadership pipelines, and teacher
diversity, this book is an excellent resource for school principals, administrators, educators, human
resource managers, business owners, researchers, academicians, and more.
  become a substitute teacher in texas: The American Photo-engraver , 1910
  become a substitute teacher in texas: Teacher Confidential Valerie Hill-Jackson,
2018-02-22 All humans encounter challenges in life; teachers are no different. Sometimes these
trials knock the wind right out of us and cause us to fall into despair. Occasionally, these setbacks, if
educators pay attention, can offer new insights into ways to rebound from stressful life events.
Teacher Confidential: Personal Stories of Stress, Self-Care, and Resilience tells the stories of seven
educators who have fallen, but have learned critical life lessons. They share these messages in this
compilation of nonfiction essays in the voices of PreK-16 educators. It relates the personal
experiences of teachers and their steps toward healing and self-care. The educators embrace
vulnerability and share on topics such as: the death of a spouse, workplace bullying, the failed
induction of a first-year passionate teacher, domestic abuse that ends in divorce, job dissatisfaction
that transforms to joy, finding gratitude for teaching in the face of a cancer diagnosis, the road to
weight loss and healthy living, and coming out as a gay educator. Authentic, courageous, and
cathartic, these accounts of humanity and strength encourage other teachers to reflect more deeply
on their own lives outside of the classroom. Teacher Confidential: Personal Stories of Stress,
Self-Care, and Resilience offers a clearer understanding of what happens to teachers after the school
bell rings, and it underscores teachers ability to become resilient and remain in the profession to
better serve learners.
  become a substitute teacher in texas: Elevating the Teaching Profession Matthew Weber,
2023-03-06 Perhaps the most salient lesson learned from the pandemic was how much we still need
teachers. Technology will not usurp the fundamental auspices of principals, master teachers,
counselors, and other support staff. Students, as social learners, require guidance, structure, and
reassurance from adults. The empirical evidence suggests economically disadvantaged students
suffer the most from the restricted personal connection of over-reliance on technology. The data
indicate that teachers (1) cannot be replaced in the foreseeable future, and (2) are the most critical
component for student realization of future readiness. The status quo is antiquated, faltering with
crisis talent shortages, and only projected to intensify further. Preserving the U.S.’s global standing
and expanding democratic principles for equality are inseparably coupled with the plight of
teachers. Reinvigorating the teaching profession requires decisive action to reorganize the
ecosystem and professional opportunities for educators. Enticing growing pools of talent into the
teaching profession involves establishing a vibrant academic structure and altering the perception of



teacher value. My viewpoint is to start with teachers. The optimal approach for educational
excellence is empowered teachers working in a tiered system for progressive leadership. Grounded
in a supportive structure to earn increasing autonomy, teachers elevate their professional agency.
  become a substitute teacher in texas: Bulletin ... Misc[ellaneous] United States. Office of
Education, 1958
  become a substitute teacher in texas: Bulletins ... National League of Teachers'
Associations, 1926
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