
become a spanish teacher

become a spanish teacher is a rewarding career choice that combines passion for
language, culture, and education. This comprehensive guide explores the essential steps
and qualifications required to pursue a career in teaching Spanish, whether in K-12
schools, colleges, or private language institutes. Understanding the educational pathways,
certification requirements, and effective teaching strategies is crucial for aspiring
educators. Additionally, knowledge of the job market and potential career advancement
opportunities will help candidates navigate their professional journey successfully. This
article also highlights useful tips for mastering the Spanish language and developing the
skills necessary to engage diverse student populations. Below is a detailed table of
contents outlining the key topics covered in becoming a Spanish teacher.
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Educational Requirements to Become a Spanish
Teacher
To become a Spanish teacher, obtaining the appropriate educational background is
foundational. Typically, a bachelor’s degree is the minimum requirement, with a focus on
Spanish language, literature, or education. Many universities offer specialized
undergraduate programs in Spanish education designed to prepare students for teaching
careers. These programs often include coursework in linguistics, grammar, cultural
studies, and pedagogy.

Bachelor’s Degree in Spanish or Education
Most aspiring Spanish teachers start with a bachelor’s degree in Spanish or a related
field. This degree provides a strong foundation in the language as well as cultural
contexts. Alternatively, some candidates pursue a degree in education with a
specialization in Spanish, combining language proficiency with teaching methodologies.



Master’s Degree for Advanced Opportunities
While not always mandatory, a master’s degree in Spanish, education, or a related field
can enhance teaching credentials and open doors to higher education roles or specialized
positions. Graduate programs often focus on advanced language skills, curriculum
development, and second language acquisition theories.

Language Proficiency and Cultural Competence
High proficiency in Spanish, including reading, writing, speaking, and listening, is
essential. Immersive experiences such as studying abroad or living in Spanish-speaking
countries can significantly improve language skills and cultural understanding, which are
critical for effective teaching.

Certification and Licensing for Spanish Teachers
Certification requirements to become a Spanish teacher vary by state and educational
institution but generally involve obtaining a teaching license. This process ensures that
educators meet professional standards and are qualified to teach in public schools.

State Teaching Certification
Most states require prospective Spanish teachers to complete a teacher preparation
program and pass relevant exams to receive certification. These exams assess both
general teaching skills and subject-specific knowledge in Spanish.

Alternative Certification Programs
For individuals who already hold a degree but lack formal education training, alternative
certification routes offer a pathway to licensure. These programs often include intensive
coursework and supervised teaching experiences.

Renewal and Continuing Certification
Teaching licenses typically require periodic renewal, which involves completing
continuing education credits or professional development activities. Staying current with
educational trends and language teaching methodologies is vital for maintaining
certification.

Essential Skills and Qualities of a Successful



Spanish Teacher
Becoming a Spanish teacher demands more than language proficiency. Educators must
develop a range of skills and personal qualities to effectively engage students and
facilitate learning.

Communication and Interpersonal Skills
Effective communication is fundamental to teaching. Spanish teachers must clearly
explain language concepts, provide constructive feedback, and foster a supportive
classroom environment. Strong interpersonal skills help build rapport with students from
diverse backgrounds.

Patience and Adaptability
Language acquisition is a gradual process, and students often face challenges. Successful
teachers demonstrate patience and adapt their instructional methods to accommodate
different learning styles and proficiency levels.

Cultural Awareness and Sensitivity
Understanding the cultural nuances of Spanish-speaking communities enriches language
instruction and promotes inclusivity. Teachers should incorporate cultural lessons to
enhance students’ appreciation and contextual understanding of the language.

Organizational and Planning Skills
Lesson planning, classroom management, and assessment design require strong
organizational abilities. Effective teachers develop structured curricula that align with
educational standards and learning objectives.

Career Opportunities and Work Environments
The career landscape for Spanish teachers is diverse, offering opportunities in various
educational settings. Understanding these options helps prospective educators select the
path that best aligns with their goals.

K-12 Public and Private Schools
Most Spanish teachers work in elementary, middle, or high schools, delivering language
instruction to students of varying ages. Public schools usually require state certification,
while private schools may have more flexible hiring criteria.



Colleges and Universities
Higher education institutions employ Spanish instructors to teach language, literature,
and culture. Positions at this level often require a master’s degree or doctorate and may
include research responsibilities.

Language Institutes and Online Platforms
Private language schools and online education platforms provide additional teaching
opportunities. These settings may offer flexible schedules and focus on conversational
Spanish or exam preparation.

Other Career Paths
Spanish teachers can also pursue careers in curriculum development, educational
consulting, translation, or bilingual education coordination, leveraging their language
expertise in various professional contexts.

Strategies for Effective Spanish Language
Teaching
Implementing effective instructional strategies enhances student engagement and
language acquisition. Successful Spanish teachers employ a variety of methods tailored to
their learners’ needs.

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)
CLT emphasizes interaction and real-life communication skills over rote memorization.
Teachers encourage speaking, listening, reading, and writing through practical activities
that simulate authentic situations.

Use of Technology and Multimedia
Incorporating digital tools such as language apps, videos, and interactive games can make
learning more dynamic and accessible. Technology supports differentiated instruction and
provides immediate feedback.

Cultural Immersion and Experiential Learning
Integrating cultural experiences, such as music, food, festivals, and history, helps students
connect language skills with real-world contexts. Field trips, guest speakers, and cultural
projects enrich the curriculum.



Assessment and Feedback
Regular assessments, both formative and summative, help monitor progress and identify
areas for improvement. Providing constructive feedback motivates students and guides
their learning journey.

Continuing Education and Professional
Development
Ongoing professional growth is essential for Spanish teachers to stay current with
educational trends and language developments. Continuing education enhances teaching
effectiveness and career advancement.

Workshops and Seminars
Attending workshops and seminars focused on language teaching methodologies,
technology integration, and cultural topics keeps educators informed and inspired.

Advanced Degrees and Certifications
Pursuing advanced degrees or specialized certifications, such as Teaching Spanish as a
Foreign Language (TESOL or similar), can improve qualifications and expand career
opportunities.

Professional Organizations and Networks
Joining professional organizations provides access to resources, conferences, and a
community of language educators. Networking facilitates collaboration and knowledge
sharing.

Language Immersion and Study Abroad
Participating in immersion programs or study abroad experiences helps teachers maintain
and enhance their Spanish proficiency and cultural understanding, directly benefiting
their students.

Summary of Steps to Become a Spanish Teacher
To summarize the process of becoming a Spanish teacher, aspiring educators should
follow these key steps:

Obtain a bachelor’s degree in Spanish or education with a Spanish focus.1.



Gain proficiency in the Spanish language and immerse in its cultural contexts.2.

Complete a teacher preparation program and acquire state certification or licensure.3.

Develop essential teaching skills including communication, patience, and cultural4.
sensitivity.

Explore various career opportunities in schools, colleges, or private language5.
institutions.

Implement effective teaching strategies to engage and motivate students.6.

Pursue continuing education and professional development to advance expertise and7.
career growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to become a Spanish
teacher?
To become a Spanish teacher, you typically need a bachelor's degree in Spanish or
education, proficiency in the Spanish language, and a teaching certification or license
depending on the region or country.

Do I need to be fluent in Spanish to teach it?
Yes, fluency in Spanish is essential to effectively teach the language, including speaking,
reading, writing, and understanding cultural nuances.

What degrees are best for becoming a Spanish teacher?
Common degrees include a Bachelor of Arts in Spanish, Spanish Education, or a related
field. Some also pursue a Master's in Education with a focus on language teaching.

How long does it take to become a certified Spanish
teacher?
It typically takes about 4 years for a bachelor's degree plus additional time for certification
programs, which can take from a few months to a year depending on the requirements.

Can I become a Spanish teacher without a teaching
degree?
While possible in some private or language schools, most public school systems require a
teaching degree and certification to become a Spanish teacher.



What certifications are needed to teach Spanish in
public schools?
Most public schools require a state-issued teaching license or certification in foreign
language education, which involves passing exams and completing student teaching hours.

Are there online programs to become a Spanish
teacher?
Yes, many universities offer online degrees and certification programs in Spanish
education, allowing flexibility for working professionals.

What skills are important besides language proficiency
to become a successful Spanish teacher?
Important skills include communication, patience, cultural knowledge, classroom
management, and the ability to create engaging lesson plans.

Can I teach Spanish abroad without a formal teaching
degree?
Many countries offer programs where you can teach Spanish abroad with just language
proficiency and some training, but requirements vary widely by country and institution.

What are the job prospects for Spanish teachers?
Job prospects for Spanish teachers are generally positive due to high demand for bilingual
education and Spanish language skills in schools, colleges, and private institutions.

Additional Resources
1. Becoming a Spanish Teacher: A Practical Guide
This book offers a comprehensive overview for aspiring Spanish teachers, covering
essential teaching methodologies, lesson planning, and classroom management
techniques. It includes real-life examples and exercises to help new educators build
confidence in their teaching abilities. Ideal for those entering the profession or seeking to
improve their instructional skills.

2. Foundations of Spanish Language Teaching
Designed for future Spanish teachers, this text explores the linguistic, cultural, and
pedagogical foundations necessary for effective teaching. It emphasizes communicative
approaches and immersion strategies to engage students in authentic language use.
Readers will gain insight into second language acquisition theories and their application in
the classroom.

3. Teaching Spanish Grammar in Context
This book focuses on innovative ways to teach Spanish grammar through meaningful



contexts rather than rote memorization. It provides practical activities, lesson plans, and
assessment tools that help students understand and apply grammatical concepts. Teachers
will find strategies for differentiating instruction to meet diverse learner needs.

4. Cultural Competence for Spanish Educators
Understanding culture is key to teaching any language effectively. This book guides
Spanish teachers in incorporating cultural awareness into their curriculum, fostering
student engagement and intercultural communication. It includes case studies and
resources for integrating traditions, history, and contemporary issues from the Spanish-
speaking world.

5. Technology in the Spanish Language Classroom
Explore the latest digital tools and resources that can enhance Spanish teaching and
learning. This book covers apps, online platforms, and multimedia strategies to create
interactive and motivating lessons. It also discusses challenges and best practices for
using technology to support language acquisition.

6. Assessment Strategies for Spanish Language Teachers
Assessment is critical for measuring student progress and guiding instruction. This book
provides a variety of formative and summative assessment techniques tailored to Spanish
language learners. It includes guidance on creating rubrics, conducting oral exams, and
using self-assessment to promote learner autonomy.

7. Lesson Planning for Spanish Teachers: Engaging and Effective
Focused on designing dynamic lesson plans, this book offers templates and examples to
help Spanish teachers craft lessons that balance language skills development with cultural
content. It emphasizes student-centered approaches and adaptability to different
proficiency levels. Teachers will learn to create objectives that align with curriculum
standards.

8. Classroom Management for Language Teachers
Managing a language classroom poses unique challenges, and this book provides
strategies specifically for Spanish educators. It covers techniques for maintaining student
engagement, handling disruptions, and fostering a positive learning environment. The
book also addresses cultural sensitivity and inclusivity.

9. Second Language Acquisition and Spanish Teaching
This scholarly yet accessible book delves into the theories and research behind how
learners acquire a second language, with a focus on Spanish. It helps teachers understand
learner errors, motivation, and language development stages. Practical applications of
SLA research are provided to improve instructional effectiveness.
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  become a spanish teacher: CST Spanish Field 20 Teacher Certification Test Prep Study Guide
Sharon A. Wynne, 2011-04 Become a Spanish Teacher with Confidence Unlike other teacher
certification test preparation material, our NYSTCE Spanish study guide drills all the way down to
the focus statement level, providing detailed examples of the range, type, and level of content that
appear on the test. Completely aligned with current NYSTCE exam, this book provides the support
you need to study and pass the exam with confidence! This study guide includes one practice test to
help you test your knowledge, understand how the exam is weighted, and identify skills and
competencies you need to focus on. Our detailed answer explanations reference related skills in the
book, allowing you to identify your strengths and weaknesses and interact with the content
effectively. Maximize your study by prioritizing domains and skills you need to focus on the most to
pass the exam. This study guide is perfect for college students, teachers, and career-changing
professionals who want to teach Spanish in New York.
  become a spanish teacher: Cset Spanish Teacher Certification Test Prep Study Guide
Sharon A. Wynne, 2011-04 Become a Spanish Teacher with Confidence Unlike other teacher
certification test preparation material, our CSET Spanish study guide drills all the way down to the
focus statement level, providing detailed examples of the range, type, and level of content that
appear on the test. Completely aligned with current CSET exam, this book provides the support you
need to study and pass the exam with confidence! This study guide includes one practice test to help
you test your knowledge, understand how the exam is weighted, and identify skills and competencies
you need to focus on. Our detailed answer explanations reference related skills in the book, allowing
you to identify your strengths and weaknesses and interact with the content effectively. Maximize
your study by prioritizing domains and skills you need to focus on the most to pass the exam. This
study guide is perfect for college students, teachers, and career-changing professionals who want to
teach Spanish in California.
  become a spanish teacher: Mtle Minnesota World Language and Culture: Spanish
(K-12) Teacher Certification Test Prep Study Guide Sharon A. Wynne, 2011-05 Become a
Spanish Teacher with Confidence Unlike other teacher certification test preparation material, our
MTLE Minnesota World Language and Culture: Spanish K-12 study guide drills all the way down to
the focus statement level, providing detailed examples of the range, type, and level of content that
appear on the test. Completely aligned with current MTLE exam, this book provides the support you
need to study and pass the exam with confidence! This study guide includes one practice test to help
you test your knowledge, understand how the exam is weighted, and identify skills and competencies
you need to focus on. Our detailed answer explanations reference related skills in the book, allowing
you to identify your strengths and weaknesses and interact with the content effectively. Maximize
your study by prioritizing domains and skills you need to focus on the most to pass the exam. This
study guide is perfect for college students, teachers, and career-changing professionals who want to
teach Spanish in Minnesota.
  become a spanish teacher: Decolonizing Foreign Language Education Donaldo Macedo,
2019-01-10 Decolonizing Foreign Language Education interrogates current foreign language and
second language education approaches that prioritize white, western thought. Edited by acclaimed
critical theorist and linguist Donaldo Macedo, this volume includes cutting-edge work by a select
group of critical language scholars working to rigorously challenge the marginalization of foreign
language education and the displacement of indigenous and non-standard language varieties
through the reification of colonial languages. Each chapter confronts the hold of colonialism and
imperialism that inform and shape the relationship between foreign language education and literary
studies by asserting that a critical approach to applied linguistics is just as important a tool for
FL/ESL/EFL educators as literature or linguistic theory.
  become a spanish teacher: Place Spanish 09 Teacher Certification Test Prep Study Guide
Sharon A. Wynne, 2011-05-10 Become a Spanish Teacher with Confidence Unlike other teacher
certification test preparation material, our PLACE Spanish study guide drills all the way down to the



focus statement level, providing detailed examples of the range, type, and level of content that
appear on the test. Completely aligned with current PLACE exam, this book provides the support you
need to study and pass the exam with confidence! This study guide includes one practice test to help
you test your knowledge, understand how the exam is weighted, and identify skills and competencies
you need to focus on. Our detailed answer explanations reference related skills in the book, allowing
you to identify your strengths and weaknesses and interact with the content effectively. Maximize
your study by prioritizing domains and skills you need to focus on the most to pass the exam. This
study guide is perfect for college students, teachers, and career-changing professionals who want to
teach Spanish in Colorado.
  become a spanish teacher: Mttc Spanish 28 Teacher Certification Test Prep Study Guide
Sharon A. Wynne, 2011-05 Become a Spanish Teacher with Confidence Unlike other teacher
certification test preparation material, our MTTC Spanish study guide drills all the way down to the
focus statement level, providing detailed examples of the range, type, and level of content that
appear on the test. Completely aligned with current MTTC exam, this book provides the support you
need to study and pass the exam with confidence! This study guide includes one practice test to help
you test your knowledge, understand how the exam is weighted, and identify skills and competencies
you need to focus on. Our detailed answer explanations reference related skills in the book, allowing
you to identify your strengths and weaknesses and interact with the content effectively. Maximize
your study by prioritizing domains and skills you need to focus on the most to pass the exam. This
study guide is perfect for college students, teachers, and career-changing professionals who want to
teach Spanish in Michigan.
  become a spanish teacher: American Education , 1982
  become a spanish teacher: Teaching Spanish Rachel W. Kirk, 2017-08-09
  become a spanish teacher: Becoming Biliterate Bertha Perez, 2003-10-03 This book
describes the development process and dynamics of change in the course of implementing a two-way
bilingual immersion education program in two school communities. The focus is on the language and
literacy learning of elementary-school students and on how it is influenced by parents, teachers, and
policymakers. Pérez provides rich, highly detailed descriptions, both quantitative and qualitative, of
the change process at the two schools involved, including student language and achievement data
for five years of program implementation that were used to test the basic two-way bilingual theory,
the specific school interventions, and the particular classroom instructional practices. The
contribution of Becoming Biliterate: A Study of Two-Way Bilingual Immersion Education is to
provide a comprehensive description of contextual and instructional factors that might help or
hinder the attainment of successful literacy and student outcomes in both languages. The study has
broad theoretical, policy, and practical instructional relevance for the many other U.S. school
districts with large student populations of non-native speakers of English. This volume is highly
relevant for researchers, teacher educators, and graduate students in bilingual and ESL education,
language policy, linguistics, and language education, and as a text for master's- and doctoral-level
classes in these areas.
  become a spanish teacher: To Be a Single Father Charles Jones, 2009-09 Making of a Global
Engineer: Philosophy and Practice interfaces Technology and Culture. With the operation of
technology on a global scale comes the question of dealing with a global professional environment
with its diverse languages, beliefs, educational, technical work environment and academic and
corporate culture. This leads to the conclusion that technology and cross-cultural issues are
intrinsically entwined in global engineering. The book explores the global engineering environment
and the consequent need for the global engineer, possessing not only technical skills but language,
cultural and international skills. It explores engineering educational models for integrating
international education into the engineering curriculum, focuses on differences and commonality in
Higher Educational system, examines cross-cultural issues related to crossing cultural boundaries
and focuses on fundamental global skills an engineer must possess to be a global engineer. It also
provides a practical guide for administering international programs in engineering. The material is



organized to give a direction; an educational path a reader can follow to become a global engineer.
Making of a Global Engineer: Philosophy and Practice is a valuable educational tool for the global
technical enterprise needed both by academia to train students and by industry for training
engineers. The book acts as a guiding force as it answers the twin questions of Why? and How?
related to global education.
  become a spanish teacher: Forging Multilingual Spaces Christine Hélot, Anne-Marie De
Mejía, 2008 This book is the first to propose an integrated approach to the study of bilingual
education in minority and majority settings. Contributions from well-known scholars working in
eight different countries in Europe and the Americas show that it is possible to bridge the gap
between prestigious elite bilingualism and the bilingualism of minority communities and work
towards the construction of multilingual spaces.
  become a spanish teacher: The End of Eddy Édouard Louis, 2025-09-23 An autobiographical
novel about growing up gay in a working-class town in Picardy. Every morning in the bathroom I
would repeat the same phrase to myself over and over again . . . Today I'm really gonna be a tough
guy. Growing up in a poor village in northern France, all Eddy Bellegueule wanted was to be a man
in the eyes of his family and neighbors. But from childhood, he was different—girlish, intellectually
precocious, and attracted to other men. Already translated into twenty languages, The End of Eddy
captures the violence and desperation of life in a French factory town. It is also a sensitive, universal
portrait of boyhood and sexual awakening. Like Karl Ove Knausgaard or Edmund White, Édouard
Louis writes from his own undisguised experience, but he writes with an openness and a
compassionate intelligence that are all his own. The result—a critical and popular triumph—has
made him the most celebrated French writer of his generation.
  become a spanish teacher: The Columbia Guide to Standard American English Kenneth G.
Wilson, 1996-08-30 In the most reliable and readable guide to effective writing for the Americans of
today, Wilson answers questions of meaning, grammar, pronunciation, punctuation, and spelling in
thousands of clear, concise entries. His guide is unique in presenting a systematic, comprehensive
view of language as determined by context. Wilson provides a simple chart of contexts—from
oratorical speech to intimate, from formal writing to informal—and explains in which contexts a
particular usage is appropriate, and in which it is not. The Columbia Guide to Standard American
English provides the answers to questions about American English the way no other guide can with:
* an A–Z format for quick reference; * over five thousand entries, more than any other usage book; *
sensible and useful advice based on the most current linguistic research; * a convenient chart of
levels of speech and writing geared to context; * both descriptive and prescriptive entries for
guidance; * guidelines for nonsexist usage; * individual entries for all language terms. A vibrant
description of how our language is being spoken and written at the end of the twentieth
century—and how we ourselves can use it most effectively—The Columbia Guide to Standard
American English is the ideal handbook to language etiquette: friendly, sensible, and reliable.
  become a spanish teacher: Orientaciones para el desarrollo del currículo integrado
hispano-británico en educación infantil María Teresa Agudo, 2006 Obra que proporciona pautas
comunes para unificar objetivos, contenidos y criterios de evaluación en los centros participantes.
  become a spanish teacher: Exploring Education and Childhood Dominic Wyse, Rosemary
Davis, Phil Jones, Sue Rogers, 2015-06-05 Education has become dominated by testing, standards,
interventions, strategies and political policy. Yet while elements such as these are important,
Exploring Education and Childhood contends it is childhood - including its sociology and psychology
- that is the vital holistic context for teaching and learning. Written by a team of specialists who
bring both experience of classroom teaching, teacher training, and of rigorous research and
scholarship, each chapter examines a topic that is of vital importance to teaching and the work of
teachers. The book explores examples of educational practice that illuminate contemporary
problems and future possibilities for education; develops educational theory to better understand
practice and policy; and critically evaluates education policy in the international context. With an
emphasis on reflection and deep thinking - something that all the best teachers are able to do - key



issues in the book include: the voice of the child metacognitive strategies agency, pedagogy and
curriculum performativity, standards, and school readiness educational settings and new technology
teacher expertise and agency diversity and child agency families, society and school choice.
Illustrated with powerful examples of practice, together with key questions for reflection and further
reading, Exploring Education and Childhood challenges education professionals, policy makers, and
all peple with an interest in education to envision a new future. It will be essential reading for all
student teachers and teachers, and is particular appropriate for Masters-level research, professional
studies, Education Studies.
  become a spanish teacher: Pacesetters in Innovation United States. Office of Education, 1968
Information on Projects to Advance Creativity in Education in the form of a compilation of planning
and operational grants.
  become a spanish teacher: Ethical Leadership and Decision Making in Education Joan
Poliner Shapiro, Jacqueline A. Stefkovich, 2016-01-08 The fourth edition of the best-selling text,
Ethical Leadership and Decision Making in Education, continues to address the increasing interest
in ethics and assists educational leaders with the complex dilemmas in today’s challenging and
diverse society. Through discussion and analysis of real-life moral dilemmas that educational leaders
face in their schools and communities, authors Shapiro and Stefkovich demonstrate the application
of the four ethical paradigms—the ethics of justice, care, critique, and profession. After an
illustration of how the Multiple Ethical Paradigm approach may be applied to real dilemmas, the
authors present a series of cases written by students and academics in the field representing the
dilemmas faced by practicing educational leaders in urban, suburban, and rural settings in an era
full of complications and contradictions. Following each case are questions that call for thoughtful,
complex thinking and help readers come to grips with their own ethical codes and apply them to
practical situations. New in the Fourth Edition: A new chapter on technology versus respect,
focusing on ethical issues such as cyber-bullying and sexting. New cases on teachers with guns, the
military and education, children of undocumented immigrants, homeless students, videos in
bathrooms, incentive pay, first responders, private alternative high schools, verbal threats, and
gaming etiquette. Updates throughout to reflect contemporary issues and recent scholarship in the
field of ethical leadership. This edition adds teaching notes for the instructor that stress the
importance of self-reflection, use of new technologies, and global appeal of ethical paradigms and
dilemmas. Easily adaptable to a variety of uses, this book is a critical resource for a wide range of
audiences, including both aspiring and practicing administrators, teacher leaders, and educational
policy makers.
  become a spanish teacher: The High School Journal , 1925
  become a spanish teacher: Let There Be Light Joe Giovanelli, 2010-10-29 This inspirational
memoir will provide hope to many of us who feel at times discouraged, stuck in what we think is a
helpless situation, bullied on the playgrounds of life, or shunned for being different. Joe Giovanelli
was born blind at a time when blind children were often warehoused in special schools and then
shunted off to work in sheltered workshops. But not for Joe! His school-teacher mom pushed for a
good education and his dad encouraged Joes mechanical aptitudes. Joe became a trailblazer in
education of the blind, graduating cum laude from Syracuse University. With an upbeat love for his
work, he became a leader in the field of audio and recording. He was awakened in mid-life by how
God had and continues to guide him throughout his life. Perseverance, enriched by his personal
faith, enabled him to meet obstacles and move beyond where many would give up. Always ready to
entertain others with his musicianship and also wit, Joe endears himself to those privileged to know
him. And this delightfully told memoir gives us a new understanding of what its like to live day by
day blind in a sighted world. And Joe says, I never felt I needed sight. The memoir of Joe Giovanelli is
a beautifully crafted story and one of the best told memoirs I have seen in my over 40 years in
publishing. It pulls you the reader in just as if you were sitting chatting with Joe getting to know well
the evolving personality and inspiring life story of this remarkable man. Stephen Pfleiderer, retired
publishing executive



  become a spanish teacher: Meant to Be Rutino Lara, 2010-07-20 We frantically started to
run toward the road... All the guys were the first ones to make it to the car. I purposely stayed
behind, keeping an eye on the ladies, particularly the one that was pregnant. She had looked tired
most of the day and understandably so. It couldn't have been more than three hundred feet to get to
the car. The only ones left to make it were her and me, and everyone else yelled out to me, 'Just
leave her there or you're staying there too!' I just couldn't do it. I told myself I would rather get
caught again than carry something like that on my conscience, so I picked her up and ran as fast as I
possibly could. I had no strength left, but somehow that didn't matter. This is just one of the many
attempts to begin a new life that author Rutino Lara trekked through. It would not be his last. Faced
with a poverty-stricken existence in Mexico, Rutino took it upon himself to create a better life for his
family, himself, and future family. To him, this meant escaping Mexico City to live a happier,
healthier life in the USA. Compelled to overcome through danger, abuse, and corruption, his
inspiring story doesn't go unnoticed. From his rock-solid faith in God, to his undying affection for his
wife, this is a true rags to riches tale. Find out why Rutino Lara was Meant to Be.
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