
becoming a substitute teacher in florida
becoming a substitute teacher in florida is an opportunity for individuals seeking to contribute to
education without committing to a full-time teaching position. This role allows for flexibility,
engagement with diverse classrooms, and the chance to impact students' learning experiences. The
process involves meeting specific certification requirements, completing background checks, and
understanding the responsibilities that come with managing a classroom. Additionally, substitute
teaching in Florida can serve as a stepping stone for those considering a career in education or
seeking supplemental income. This article explores the essential steps, qualifications, and tips for
successfully becoming a substitute teacher in Florida. The following sections will cover eligibility
criteria, application procedures, certification options, and practical advice for new substitutes.
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Eligibility Requirements for Substitute Teachers in
Florida
To begin the journey of becoming a substitute teacher in Florida, candidates must meet certain
eligibility criteria established by the Florida Department of Education and individual school districts.
These requirements are designed to ensure that substitutes possess the necessary qualifications and
character to support student learning effectively.

Age and Education Requirements
Applicants must be at least 18 years old and possess a minimum level of education. Typically, this
involves holding at least a high school diploma or GED. However, many school districts prefer or
require candidates to have some college credit or a college degree, which can enhance employability
and opportunities for longer-term assignments.

Background Checks and Fingerprinting
Given the responsibility of working with children, all prospective substitute teachers must undergo a



thorough background screening. This includes fingerprinting and a criminal history check to ensure
the safety and security of students. The clearance must be maintained and updated as required by
the school district and state regulations.

Health and Immunizations
Some districts may require proof of certain immunizations or health screenings to protect the school
community. It's important to verify these requirements during the application process to avoid delays
or complications.

Application and Certification Process
Once eligibility criteria are met, the next step in becoming a substitute teacher in Florida involves
submitting applications and obtaining necessary certifications. The process can vary slightly
depending on the district but generally follows a structured path.

Registering with School Districts
Most substitute teachers begin by applying directly through their local school district's human
resources department. This application often includes submitting transcripts, proof of education,
background check results, and other required documentation. Some districts utilize online portals for
streamlined application management.

Florida Substitute Teaching Certificate Options
Florida offers several certification pathways for substitute teachers, including:

Temporary Teaching Certificate: This certificate is issued to individuals holding at least a
bachelor's degree and allows for substitute teaching assignments for up to three years.

Substitute Certificate: Available to those with at least 60 college credit hours, this certificate
permits substitute teaching but with some limitations compared to the Temporary Teaching
Certificate.

School District Substitute Authorization: Some districts issue their own substitute teaching
authorizations for candidates who do not meet state certification requirements but fulfill local
criteria.

Obtaining the appropriate certificate involves completing an application through the Florida
Department of Education and fulfilling all associated requirements.



Fees and Validity
Applicants should be prepared to pay application and processing fees associated with certification.
Certificates typically have an expiration date and require renewal or reapplication to maintain active
status. Staying informed of renewal deadlines is crucial to avoid gaps in eligibility.

Training and Professional Development
Effective substitute teaching requires not only meeting certification standards but also being prepared
to handle various classroom situations. Many school districts and educational organizations provide
training programs and resources to equip substitutes with essential skills.

Classroom Management Training
Training often includes strategies for managing student behavior, maintaining order, and fostering a
positive learning environment. Understanding classroom management techniques helps substitutes
maintain control and support student engagement.

Instructional Support and Curriculum Familiarity
Substitute teachers benefit from familiarizing themselves with the curriculum and instructional
materials used in the district. Some training programs offer guidance on how to deliver lessons
effectively and assist with various subjects and grade levels.

Mandatory Reporting and Safety Protocols
Substitutes receive training on recognizing and reporting child abuse or neglect, as well as adhering
to school safety protocols. This knowledge is essential for complying with legal requirements and
protecting student welfare.

Responsibilities and Expectations of Substitute
Teachers
Substitute teachers play a vital role in maintaining continuity in education during the absence of
regular teachers. Understanding the scope of responsibilities and expectations is key to performing
successfully in this role.

Instructional Duties
Substitutes are responsible for delivering lesson plans left by the regular teacher, facilitating
classroom activities, and ensuring that students stay on task. They must be adaptable and able to
modify instruction based on the needs of the class.



Student Supervision and Safety
Maintaining a safe and supportive classroom environment is a primary duty. Substitutes must
supervise students during class, transitions, recess, and lunch periods, adhering to school policies and
safety guidelines.

Communication and Reporting
Effective communication with school staff, administrators, and parents (when appropriate) is
expected. Substitutes are also responsible for documenting attendance, incidents, and any notable
student behaviors to inform the regular teacher upon their return.

Benefits and Challenges of Substitute Teaching in
Florida
Substitute teaching offers unique advantages as well as challenges. Understanding these aspects
helps candidates make informed decisions about pursuing this career path.

Flexibility and Variety
One of the primary benefits is the flexibility to choose assignments based on availability and
preference. Substitutes work in different classrooms and schools, gaining diverse experiences and
exposure to various educational settings.

Income Opportunities
Substitute teaching provides supplemental income, and in some cases, opportunities for long-term
substitute assignments with higher pay. Some districts offer additional compensation for specialty
subjects or extended assignments.

Challenges to Consider
Substitute teachers may face challenges such as unpredictable schedules, managing unfamiliar
classrooms, and handling diverse student behaviors without prior relationships. Adaptability and
resilience are essential traits for success.

Tips for Success as a Substitute Teacher
To thrive as a substitute teacher in Florida, candidates should adopt best practices that enhance their
effectiveness and professional reputation.



Prepare Thoroughly: Review available lesson plans and classroom materials before the1.
assignment whenever possible.

Arrive Early: Arriving early allows time to familiarize oneself with the classroom environment2.
and expectations.

Maintain Professionalism: Dress appropriately, communicate respectfully, and adhere to3.
school policies.

Establish Classroom Rules: Clearly communicate behavior expectations to students at the4.
start of the day.

Be Flexible and Patient: Adapt to changing situations and remain calm when faced with5.
challenges.

Engage Students: Use interactive and positive reinforcement techniques to keep students6.
motivated.

Document and Report: Keep accurate records of attendance and any incidents to inform the7.
regular teacher.

Seek Feedback: Request feedback from school administrators or teachers to improve8.
performance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to become a substitute
teacher in Florida?
To become a substitute teacher in Florida, you must have at least a high school diploma or GED.
Some districts require a minimum of 60 college credit hours or a bachelor's degree, and you must
also pass a background check.

Do I need a teaching certification to be a substitute teacher in
Florida?
No, a full teaching certification is not required to be a substitute teacher in Florida. However,
requirements vary by district, and some may require a temporary certificate or proof of college
credits.

How do I apply to become a substitute teacher in Florida?
You typically apply through the school district where you want to work. This involves submitting an
application, providing proof of education, passing a background screening, and sometimes attending
an orientation or training session.



What is the typical pay rate for substitute teachers in Florida?
Pay rates vary by district, but generally range from $75 to $110 per day for substitute teachers. Some
districts offer higher pay for substitutes with a teaching certificate or for long-term assignments.

Are there age requirements to become a substitute teacher in
Florida?
Yes, you must be at least 18 years old to become a substitute teacher in Florida.

How long can I work as a substitute teacher in one
assignment in Florida?
Typically, substitute assignments can last from one day to several weeks. Long-term assignments
usually last more than 10 consecutive days and may require additional paperwork or certification.

Do substitute teachers in Florida need to complete any
training?
Many districts require substitute teachers to complete orientation or training sessions covering
classroom management, district policies, and instructional strategies before starting.

Can I substitute teach in multiple Florida school districts?
Yes, you can apply to be a substitute teacher in multiple districts, but you must meet each district's
specific requirements and complete their application processes separately.

What background checks are required for substitute teachers
in Florida?
Florida requires all substitute teachers to undergo a Level 2 background screening, which includes
fingerprinting and a check of criminal history records before being approved to work.

Additional Resources
1. Florida Substitute Teacher's Handbook: A Practical Guide to Success
This comprehensive handbook offers essential information for substitute teachers working in Florida.
It covers state-specific requirements, classroom management techniques, and tips for adapting to
different grade levels and subjects. The book also includes sample lesson plans and advice on
building relationships with students and permanent staff.

2. Navigating Florida Education Laws for Substitute Teachers
A detailed guide focusing on the legal aspects of substitute teaching in Florida, this book helps
educators understand their rights and responsibilities under state law. It explains important policies
on student privacy, discipline, and mandated reporting. Substitute teachers will find clear
explanations of school district regulations and how to comply with them effectively.



3. Effective Classroom Management for Florida Substitute Teachers
Designed specifically for substitutes, this book provides strategies to maintain order and promote a
positive learning environment. It addresses common challenges faced by substitutes in Florida
classrooms and offers practical solutions. Readers will learn how to engage students quickly and
handle disruptions professionally.

4. Becoming a Substitute Teacher in Florida: Steps and Strategies
This step-by-step guide walks aspiring Florida substitute teachers through the certification process,
background checks, and application procedures. It also shares advice on preparing for the first day,
understanding school culture, and making a positive impression. The book includes testimonials from
experienced substitutes to inspire new educators.

5. Lesson Planning for Florida Substitute Teachers: Quick and Effective
Focused on helping substitutes deliver meaningful instruction, this book offers easy-to-follow lesson
planning templates tailored for Florida curricula. It emphasizes flexibility and creativity, allowing
substitutes to adapt to various subjects and grade levels. The guide also includes tips for using
available resources and technology in the classroom.

6. Substitute Teaching in Florida’s Diverse Classrooms
This book explores the cultural and linguistic diversity found in Florida schools and provides strategies
for inclusive teaching. It helps substitutes understand the needs of English language learners and
students from different backgrounds. Practical advice is given on fostering respect and encouraging
participation among all students.

7. Communication Skills for Florida Substitute Teachers
Effective communication is key to success as a substitute, and this book offers techniques to improve
verbal and non-verbal interactions with students, staff, and parents. It covers conflict resolution, clear
instruction delivery, and building rapport quickly. The guide also includes role-playing scenarios to
practice essential communication skills.

8. Technology Tools for Florida Substitute Teachers
With many Florida classrooms incorporating digital tools, this book helps substitutes become
comfortable using common educational technologies. It explains how to navigate learning
management systems, use interactive whiteboards, and integrate apps into lessons. The book aims to
boost substitutes’ confidence in tech-savvy teaching environments.

9. Self-Care and Professional Growth for Florida Substitute Teachers
Recognizing the unique challenges substitutes face, this book offers strategies for maintaining well-
being and pursuing professional development. It discusses time management, stress reduction
techniques, and networking opportunities within Florida’s education community. Readers are
encouraged to set goals and seek resources to advance their careers.
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  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: A Manual on Certification Requirements for School
Personnel in the United States , 1964
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: The Alternative Certification of Teachers ERIC
Clearinghouse on Teacher Education, Washington, DC., 1992 Criticisms of teacher education, the
low economic and political costs of trying to reform schools by reforming teacher education, along
with the difficulty of filling some teaching positions with persons certified in traditional ways, have
fueled a movement to create alternative routes to teacher certification in the vast majority of states.
This monograph seeks to inform the ongoing policy debate over when and for what purposes
alternative certification of teachers should be employed and to develop lessons that might lead to
increasing the effectiveness of both alternative certification and traditional programs of teacher
preparation. Following an introduction, the publication consists of six articles: (1) The Theory and
Practice of Alternative Certification: Implications for the Improvement of Teaching (Willis D.
Hawley); (2) Alternative Certification in Connecticut: Reshaping the Profession (Traci Bliss); (3)
Alternative Certification: State Policies in the SREB (Southern Regional Education Board) States
(Lynn M. Cornett); (4) Los Angeles Unified School District Intern Program: Recruiting and Preparing
Teachers for an Urban Context (Trish Stoddart); (5) Teaching and Knowledge: Policy Issues Posed by
Alternate Certification for Teachers (Linda Darling-Hammond); and (6) The Place of Alternative
Certification in the Education of Teachers (Gary D. Fenstermacher). Selected references for each
chapter are included. (LL)
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: How to Succeed as a Substitute Teacher Cicely
Anne Rude, 2007-11-13 This handbook provides tools to help substitute teachers walk into a new
classroom, create a positive environment, and deliver instruction that meets curriculum standards.
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: The Dark Side of Teaching Tonya Harris-Weaver,
2010-11 This book is about my life as a teacher and the unethical procedure followed by the Polk
County School Board to try to end my teaching career. The Educational Code of Ethics was not used
as a guide line regarding my termination. I was fired twice without warning or notice. I e-mailed the
governor the first time for reinstatement. After being reinstated I was fired again. When I asked why
was I fired? The principal looked at me with a smile and said: Reflect back. Well what was there to
reflect back on when mostly all of my children scored high on their state and national reading test.
This book deals with the emotional stress of teachers and what they encounter on a daily basis in the
school system. Why is it that not all of our teachers voice are being heard? Some parts of the book
talks about mission and vision, the little Principals, How to avoid pitfalls of teaching, How to become
an effective teacher and steps you can take if you are terminated. The emotional stress of the
student with/without disabilities in learning. Why are our children failing state and national test but
making A&B honor roll on class room test? Emotional stress of parents and why is there a break
down in the educational system? How to determine if your child has an effective or ineffective
teacher. Statistical reports from other states regarding education. This book uncovers t he Dark Side
Of Teaching. When you have finished reading this book you will have the knowledge and tools
needed to become an effective teacher, as well as knowing your rights according to the code of
ethics.
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: Oh, Florida! Craig Pittman, 2016-07-05 A New
York Times Bestseller Oh, Florida! That name. That combination of sounds. Three simple syllables,
and yet packing so many mixed messages. To some people, it’s a paradise. To others, it’s a punch
line. As Oh, Florida! shows, it’s both of these and, more important, it’s a Petri dish, producing trends
that end up influencing the rest of the country. Without Florida there would be no NASCAR, no
Bettie Page pinups, no Glenn Beck radio rants, no USA Today, no “Stand Your Ground,” . . . you get
the idea. To outsiders, Florida seems baffling. It’s a state where the voters went for Barack Obama
twice, yet elected a Tea Party candidate as governor. Florida is touted as a carefree paradise, yet it’s
also known for its perils-alligators, sinkholes, pythons, hurricanes, and sharks, to name a few. It
attracts 90 million visitors a year, some drawn by its impressive natural beauty, others bewitched by



its manmade fantasies. Oh, Florida! explores those contradictions and shows how they fit together to
make this the most interesting state. It is the first book to explore the reasons why Florida is so wild
and weird-and why that’s okay. Florida couldn’t be Florida without that sense of the unpredictable,
unexpected, and unusual lurking behind every palm tree. But there is far more to Florida than its
sideshow freakiness. Oh, Florida! explains how Florida secretly, subtly influences all the other states
in the Union, both for good and for ill.
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: How to Be Successful in Your First Year of
Teaching Middle School Mary Ellen Griffith, Anne B. Kocsis, 2011 Middle school, the formative years
in which students reach puberty and start the massive, life changing alterations that will determine
who they are, is one of the hardest times for any new teacher to start their career. Problem students
can become harder to deal with and those who are not prepared often don t make it through their
first year without a little help. This book has been written to help every teacher who is dreading
rather than looking forward to that first day in front of their new classes. This heavily researched,
detailed book will help first-year middle school teachers learn how to deal with supplies, planning,
parents, overcrowded classrooms, the requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act, piles of
paperwork, money shortages due to budget cuts, negativity from pubescent students and other staff
members, at-risk students, students who are capable but choose not to work, and special needs
students. You will learn how to ask principals and administrators for help, how to memorize names
quickly, how to create seating charts, how to write lesson plans, how to follow a daily routine, how to
help struggling readers, how to gain respect, how to get a mentor, how to develop and implement a
grading system, how to discipline students who feel they are more mature than they are, how to
create assessments, how to find free things for teachers, and how to build your confidence. The most
important thing of all, you will learn how to deal with the rapidly changing emotions and hormones
of new teenagers and middle school age students. In addition, you will read about where to go for
support, the reality of spending your own money on classroom supplies, mandated tests, technology
solutions, and behavior management skills. We spent countless hours interviewing second year
middle school teachers, as well as veteran teachers, and have gathered and presented their advice
for how to deal with the first year in teaching at a middle school. With this book in hand, you will not
only survive you will feel empowered to go on after your first year and become a powerful motivating
force for scores of young people for years to come. Atlantic Publishing is a small, independent
publishing company based in Ocala, Florida. Founded over twenty years ago in the company
president's garage, Atlantic Publishing has grown to become a renowned resource for non-fiction
books. Today, over 450 titles are in print covering subjects such as small business, healthy living,
management, finance, careers, and real estate. Atlantic Publishing prides itself on producing award
winning, high-quality manuals that give readers up-to-date, pertinent information, real-world
examples, and case studies with expert advice. Every book has resources, contact information, and
web sites of the products or companies discussed.
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: Legal Issues in Teacher Preparation and
Certification , 1977
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: Florida Advance Sheet March 2012 ,
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: Alternative Certification for Teachers , 1991
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: Developing an Effective Substitute Teacher
Program Elizabeth Henderson, Nancy Protheroe, Educational Research Service (Arlington, Va.),
Stephanie Porch, 2002 If you want to ensure a high-quality teacher in every classroom, every day,
then you need to develop and implement an effective substitute teacher program. This report tackles
head on what has come to be widely known as the substitute teacher problem-the very real
likelihood that on any given school day the teaching and learning process will be disrupted for both
students and staff-for lack of enough qualified teachers. Identify ways to more effectively recruit,
hire, train, and retain quality substitute teachers.
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: State Legal Standards for the Provision of
Public Education Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, 1978



  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: Resources in Education , 1998
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: On Being a Language Teacher Norma
López-Burton, Denise Minor, 2014-03-11 On Being a Language Teacher provides an innovative,
personal approach to second-language teaching. Through illustrative personal anecdotes, this text
guides new and aspiring language teachers through key pedagogical strategies while encouraging
productive reflection by classroom veterans. An ancillary website provides online videos to
complement the text by showing an experienced teacher applying the book’s lessons. In a market
dominated by dense theoretical approaches to language pedagogy, this text provides an instantly
accessible, practical set of teaching tools for educators at all levels. Its accessible style and
affordability give it the flexibility to serve as either a primary or a supplemental text for teaching
assistants, students in credential programs, or undergraduates in applied linguistics courses.
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: Linkages between the education and
employment and training systems , 1981
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: Christopher Haynes, 2007-07 Tomonori had been
running for about a year, one eye to the road, the other to his back. The martial arts expert and
serial killer who killed his parents back in California hunt him for the information he has. He sends
his men armed with their assault rifles and their willingness to eliminate anyone to get to him,
Tomonori fights back with his sword and his ingenuity. Along the way, the FBI put him on the top of
their Top Ten list for killing four of their agents, and he disappeared into Florida, assuming the
name Jason, trying to get some normality back into his life by trying to finish his last year of high
school. He never counted on meeting Brian and his Mom, a shattered family about to lose their home
and what's left of their dignity. Brian is just your average teenager, trying to figure out how to
survive in a life that is getting more out of control. As he is drawn into Jason's world, he discovers
that things are not as they seem, and the monster that haunts his friend is now coming after him.
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: Blaming Teachers Diana D'Amico Pawlewicz,
2020-08-14 In Blaming Teachers, Diana D'Amico Pawlewicz reveals that historical
professionalization reforms subverted public school teachers' professional legitimacy. Policymakers
and school leaders understood teacher professionalization initiatives as efficient ways to bolster the
bureaucratic order of the schools rather than as means to amplify teachers' authority and credibility.
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: Let the Children Play Pasi Sahlberg, William
Doyle, 2020-10-22 According to a professional association of 67,000 pediatricians, the lifelong
success of children is based on their ability to be creative and to apply the lessons learned from
playing. But play-including physical activity, the arts, and even free play-is being eliminated in our
society and schools and despite huge financial investment these education policies have not
improved learning. In Let the Children Play, the authors, both fathers of school-age children,tell how
switching countries -- Pasi Sahlberg brought his Finnish family to the United States, while William
Doyle brought his American family to Finland -- shocked them into writing this book. Withresearch
breakthroughs and case histories from Finland, China, Singapore, Scotland, New York, Texas, and
around the world, the authors reveal how intellectual and physical play is the ultimate engine of
transforming education -- the key to giving our children the well-being, happiness, and skills they
need to thrive in the 21st century, including curiosity, creativity, teamwork, problem-solving,
communication, and empathy.
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: Where's the Easy Button? Carol-Ann Medina,
2007-05 I had the career of a lifetime. I was a teacher. I began my teaching career believing that one
person could make a difference, and throughout the years, I never lost sight of that conviction.
Teaching connected me to my students in ways quite humorous, as well as heart breaking. I hope the
reader laughs a lot and cries only a little, while walking in my footsteps as an educator. Laugh with
me as you read about Fred, the crusty cockroach we set free to find his wife and eighty-seven
children. In addition, there is always my favorite story about the scary monster under the bed
holding a student's homework hostage. I fed a rooster and his hens bread crumbs for breakfast each
morning, until they tried to follow me, in single file, into the school board building one day. Some



difficult students in summer school mistakenly believed my black patent leather belt to be a black
belt in Karate. Who was I to tell them differently? Coming right on top of the laughs were the times I
went home to cry. I remember the student, new to our school, who went home one evening and hung
himself, his cries for help coming too late. I remember with equal sadness, the foster child we
sponsored in Kenya who died because help did not reach him in time. Closer to home was the
overage student who was shot and killed while he participated in a home invasion, just days after he
finished summer school. Outside factors reached inside our classroom as well, reeking havoc with
the emotions of both the children and me. The disastrous space shuttle, with the teacher on board,
happened before our very eyes; while the greatest tragedy of all was the destruction of the twin
towers on 9/11. These stories and many more comprise my educational career, and although there
was no easy button, I would do it all over again. I was a teacher.
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: A Manual on Certification Requirements for School
Personnel in the United States National Commission on Teacher Education and Professional
Standards (U.S.), 1970
  becoming a substitute teacher in florida: Public Roads , 2009
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