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before having physical form nyt explores intriguing concepts related to existence, consciousness, and
identity prior to embodiment. This phrase, often discussed in philosophical, spiritual, and scientific contexts,
invites a deeper understanding of what it means to exist before adopting a tangible, physical form. The
New York Times (NYT) has featured various articles and discussions highlighting perspectives from
metaphysics, quantum physics, and psychology about this subject. This article delves into those viewpoints,
examining how consciousness or essence may exist independently of the body, the implications of such
ideas, and the cultural and scientific significance. Readers will gain insight into the historical background,
scientific theories, and philosophical arguments associated with existence before physical manifestation. The
following sections provide a comprehensive overview of key themes related to "before having physical

form nyt."

The Concept of Existence Before Physical Form

Philosophical Perspectives on Pre-Embodiment

Scientific Theories and Research

Cultural and Spiritual Interpretations

Implications for Identity and Consciousness

The Concept of Existence Before Physical Form

The idea of existence before having physical form centers on the premise that consciousness or some aspect

of identity may predate the physical body. This concept challenges the conventional understanding that life
begins solely with physical birth or creation. Instead, it suggests that essence, soul, or consciousness can exist
independently or in a non-material state prior to physical embodiment. Various disciplines have explored

this notion, including philosophy, spirituality, and emerging scientific fields.

Historical Background

Historically, many ancient cultures and religious traditions have held beliefs in a pre-physical existence.
For example, in Hinduism, the concept of the soul (Atman) existing before birth is fundamental. Similarly,
Platonic philosophy proposed the existence of eternal forms or souls before their manifestation in the

material world. These ideas laid the groundwork for ongoing discussions about the nature of existence and



identity beyond physical reality.

Key Definitions and Terminology

Understanding this topic requires familiarity with terms such as pre-embodiment, non-physical
consciousness, and immaterial essence. Pre-embodiment refers to the state or condition before taking on a
physical body, while non-physical consciousness denotes awareness or experience not tied to physical
processes. Immaterial essence relates to any aspect of being that is not material or corporeal but may still

possess qualities of identity or awareness.

Philosophical Perspectives on Pre-Embodiment

Philosophy has long grappled with the nature of existence and consciousness, providing various theories
about what it means to exist before having physical form. These perspectives explore metaphysical

questions about the soul, mind-body dualism, and the continuity of identity.

Mind-Body Dualism

One of the most prominent philosophical positions related to pre-physical existence is mind-body dualism,
famously advocated by René Descartes. This theory postulates that the mind (or soul) and body are distinct
entities, with the mind existing independently of the physical form. According to dualism, consciousness or

the soul might exist before inhabiting a body and continue after physical death.

Idealism and Consciousness

Idealist philosophers argue that reality is fundamentally mental or spiritual rather than material. In this
view, physical form is a manifestation or projection of an underlying consciousness that exists prior to and
independent of the body. This perspective provides a framework for understanding pre-embodiment as a

natural state of being rather than an anomaly.

Philosophical Challenges

Despite these theories, pre-embodiment concepts face challenges, such as explaining how non-physical
consciousness interacts with the physical world and the empirical basis for such existence. Critics argue that

without tangible evidence, claims about existence before physical form remain speculative.



Scientific Theories and Research

While science traditionally focuses on observable phenomena, some modern scientific theories and research
touch upon ideas related to existence before having physical form, especially in quantum physics and

consciousness studies.

Quantum Mechanics and Consciousness

Quantum mechanics introduces concepts such as superposition and entanglement, which suggest that
particles can exist in multiple states simultaneously and influence each other instantaneously over distances.
Some interpretations propose that consciousness may be linked to quantum processes, potentially allowing

for non-local or pre-physical states of awareness.

Near-Death Experiences and Reincarnation Studies

Research into near-death experiences (NDEs) and cases suggestive of reincarnation has been cited by some
scientists as possible evidence for consciousness existing independently of the body. These studies document
instances where individuals report memories or awareness that appear to transcend physical life,

supporting hypotheses related to pre-embodiment.

Limitations and Criticisms

Scientific inquiry into existence before physical form remains controversial and inconclusive.
Methodological limitations, difficulties in replicating findings, and the subjective nature of consciousness

pose significant barriers. As such, mainstream science maintains a cautious stance toward these ideas.

Cultural and Spiritual Interpretations

Across cultures and spiritual traditions, beliefs about existence before having physical form vary widely but

often share common themes regarding the soul, reincarnation, and spiritual journeys.

Reincarnation and Karma

Many Eastern religions, including Hinduism and Buddhism, embrace the concept of reincarnation, where
the soul undergoes multiple lifetimes in different physical forms. This belief inherently involves the soul's
existence before physical birth and emphasizes moral causality through karma as influencing subsequent

embodiments.



Western Religious Views

In Western traditions, interpretations of pre-embodiment are more diverse. Some Christian mystics and
esoteric teachings speak of the soul’s existence prior to earthly life, while mainstream doctrine often
emphasizes creation at conception or birth. Jewish and Islamic traditions also contain various interpretations

about the soul’s origin and pre-life existence.

Modern Spirituality and New Age Thought

Contemporary spiritual movements frequently incorporate ideas of pre-physical existence, suggesting that
souls choose or plan their earthly lives before embodiment. These perspectives often integrate elements

from multiple traditions and emphasize personal growth, healing, and consciousness evolution.

Implications for Identity and Consciousness

Exploring the concept of existence before having physical form has significant implications for

understanding human identity, consciousness, and the nature of life itself.

Continuity of Self

If consciousness or the soul exists prior to physical embodiment, this suggests a continuity of self that
transcends individual lifetimes. This view challenges materialistic notions of identity as solely tied to brain

function and physical processes.

Ethical and Philosophical Considerations

The belief in pre-embodiment can influence ethical perspectives, such as the value of life, the meaning of
suffering, and the importance of personal development. It may also impact attitudes toward death,

suggesting it is a transition rather than an end.

Practical Applications

Practices such as meditation, hypnosis, and past-life regression therapy seek to explore or access memories
and experiences from before physical embodiment. These methods aim to enhance self-understanding,

resolve psychological issues, and promote spiritual growth.

o Historical and cultural context enriches understanding of pre-embodiment.



Philosophical theories provide frameworks for conceptualizing non-physical existence.

Scientific research examines possible evidence and mechanisms.

Spiritual traditions offer diverse interpretations and practices.

Exploring these ideas influences views on identity, ethics, and consciousness.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What does the phrase 'before having physical form' mean in the context
of the NYT?

In the context of the New York Times, 'before having physical form' typically refers to concepts, ideas, or

digital content that existed prior to being manifested in a tangible or physical medium.

How does the New York Times explore the idea of existence before
physical form?

The New York Times often explores this idea through articles and features on philosophy, technology, and
spirituality, discussing how identity, consciousness, or digital information can exist independently of a

physical body.

Are there any New York Times articles discussing digital identity before
physical form?

Yes, the New York Times has published articles examining digital identity, virtual reality, and how

personal data and online personas exist and evolve before being tied to physical reality.

‘What philosophical perspectives on 'before having physical form' has the
NYT covered?

The NYT has covered various philosophical perspectives including discussions on the soul, consciousness,

and metaphysics, exploring what it means to exist prior to or beyond physical embodiment.

How is the concept of 'before having physical form' relevant to emerging



technologies covered by the NYT?

This concept is relevant in NYT coverage of emerging technologies such as Al, virtual reality, and digital

avatars, where entities or experiences exist in virtual spaces before taking any physical shape or form.

Additional Resources

1. Before We Were Born: The Science and Philosophy of Embryos

This book explores the fascinating journey of human development from conception to birth. It delves into
the biological processes that shape life before physical form is fully established, blending scientific insight
with philosophical questions about identity and existence. Readers are invited to consider the implications

of early development on our understanding of life and personhood.

2. The Invisible Life: Consciousness Before the Body

A thought-provoking examination of consciousness and identity prior to physical embodiment. The author
investigates theories from neuroscience, philosophy, and spirituality to explore what it means to exist
before having a physical form. This book challenges traditional views and offers new perspectives on the

nature of self.

3. Formless Origins: The Journey to Physical Being

Tracing the origins of life from a state of formlessness to tangible existence, this book combines scientific
research with metaphysical inquiry. It discusses the transition from energy and potentiality to the physical
world, highlighting the mysteries surrounding the emergence of form. Readers gain a deeper appreciation

for the complexity of life's beginnings.

4. Embryonic Realms: Life Before the Body

Focused on the earliest stages of human life, this volume presents the cellular and molecular foundations
that precede physical form. It also considers the ethical and philosophical dimensions of life before birth,
including debates about personhood and rights. The book is accessible to both scientific and general

audiences.

5. The Pre-Physical Self: Identity Before the Body

This work explores the concept of selthood existing independently of physical form, drawing on
psychology, philosophy, and spiritual traditions. It examines how identity might persist or originate before
embodiment, raising questions about the essence of the self. The book encourages readers to rethink

conventional notions of identity grounded solely in the physical.

6. Quantum Beginnings: Potentiality Before Form

Integrating quantum physics with developmental biology, this book investigates the state of potentiality
prior to the emergence of physical form. It presents cutting-edge theories about how quantum processes
might influence the formation of life. The narrative bridges science and philosophy, offering fresh insights

into the origins of form.



7. Before Flesh: The Metaphysics of Becoming

A philosophical treatise on the nature of becoming and the transition from non-being to being with form.
The author discusses historical and contemporary metaphysical perspectives on existence before physical

manifestation. This book is ideal for readers interested in deep philosophical questions about existence and

form.

8. The Unseen Self: Spiritual Perspectives on Pre-Embodiment

This book explores spiritual and religious views on the soul or self before taking on physical form. It
surveys various cultural beliefs and practices related to pre-embodiment existence and reincarnation. The
work offers a comparative analysis that enriches understanding of the spiritual dimensions of life before
birth.

9. Genesis Without Form: Origins of Life and Identity

Combining insights from biology, anthropology, and philosophy, this book examines the origins of life and
identity in the absence of physical form. It discusses how life begins and what it means to have an identity
before becoming physically manifest. The book provides a multidisciplinary approach to one of humanity’s

most profound questions.
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before having physical form nyt: The New York Times Guide to Essential Knowledge,
Second Edition The New York Times, 2007-10-30 Introducing a comprehensive update and
complete revision of the authoritative reference work from the award-winning daily paper, this
one-volume reference book informs, educates, and clarifies answers to hundreds of topics.

before having physical form nyt: The NYT Bestselling Moonshadow Box Set Thea Harrison,
2021-12-13 From New York Times and USA Today bestselling author Thea Harrison comes the full
Moonshadow trilogy, in one convenient box set. This box set contains all 3 novels in the New York
Times bestselling Moonshadow trilogy, complete and unabridged. Prepare to enter a realm of magic,
danger, and passion. Welcome to the world of the Elder Races. Contains: 1. Moonshadow 2.
Spellbinder 3. Lionheart Moonshadow While in the U.K., ex-LAPD witch consultant Sophie Ross finds
herself unwittingly ensnared in the millennia old conflict raging between the Light and Dark Courts
of the Fae. Barred from their homeland, Nikolas Sevigny and his fellow Daoine Sidhe Knights of the
Dark Court are desperate to return to Lyonesse and thwart the advances of Isabeau, the deadly
Queen of the Light Court. Nikolas believes Sophie is the key to unlocking the barriers keeping him
from his homeland, and the reluctant allies find themselves inexplicably drawn together. As magic
threatens Lyonesse, Queen Isabeau unleashes her merciless Hounds, and Nikolas and Sophie
become embroiled in a race for survival. Despite the danger, the passion simmering between them
ignites. Will they have a chance to explore it, or will they fall victim to the Queen of the Light Court?
Spellbinder Kidnapped for her musical ability and cruelly punished for refusing to share it, human
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musician Sidonie Martel is trapped in the mystical land of Avalon, broken and alone except for one
mysterious man. Morgan le Fae may be one of the most powerful sorcerers in history, but for
hundreds of years he’s been enslaved to Queen Isabeau of the Light Court. Sidonie reawakens in
Morgan feelings he had believed were long dead. For Sidonie, the passion she feels with Morgan
provides illusory safety in a perilous situation. But Isabeau holds Morgan bound in magical chains
that only Death can break. And in the court of a cruel, jealous Queen, the only thing that burns
hotter than love is revenge. Lionheart The Dark Court faces its most deadly peril yet. Its ancient
enemy Isabeau, Queen of the Light Court, is obsessed with its annihilation, and King Oberon, fierce
protector of the Dark Court in Lyonesse, has been laid low by an assassination attempt. Trauma
surgeon and magic user Dr. Kathryn Shaw is called upon to save the injured King from the
enchantment threatening to end his life. She awakens the injured King, but too soon. His emotions
frozen by the enchantment, he’s unable to feel anything. As Isabeau prepares her attack, Kathryn
must set aside her own unrequited feelings and help Oberon regain his emotions. Because if he
doesn’t care to fight for his people and Court, Lyonesse itself may be destroyed.

before having physical form nyt: New York Times Encyclopedic Almanac , 1970

before having physical form nyt: The New York Times Biographical Service , 1980 A
compilation of current biographical information of general interest.

before having physical form nyt: Chillin’ in Another World with Level 2 Super Cheat Powers:
Volume 16 (Light Novel) Miya Kinojo, 2024-12-20 An emergency has struck the world of Klyrode.
Due to an incident involving a certain golden-haired individual and his legendary shovel, the magic
barrier around the sky has been critically damaged! After the efforts of the drunkard ex-goddess,
Telbyress, only make the situation worse, the authorities of the Celestial Plane turn to the only
person on the world whose magic could possibly fix the firmament itself—Flio, the nigh-omnipotent
merchant from another world. But does anyone at the Fli-o’-Rys General Store have the
mathematical chops to keep the books in order while the boss is away? Will Elinasze be able to keep
her unsanctioned trips to the Celestial Plane itself a secret from the angel Zofina? And what will she
and Flio find in the enigmatic Castle Celestia?

before having physical form nyt: The New York Times Encyclopedic Almanac CBS News,
1971

before having physical form nyt: Proceedings of the Royal Physical Society of Edinburgh
Royal Physical Society of Edinburgh, 1881

before having physical form nyt: The New York Times Guide to Essential Knowledge The New
York Times, 2004-11-05 From the New York Times comes a thorough, authoritative, easy-to-use
guide to a broad range of essential subjects.

before having physical form nyt: Frailty- and Age-Associated Diseases: Possibilities For
Intervention Consuelo Borras, Jose Vina, Cristina Mas Bargues, 2024-12-06 The average human
lifespan has increased at a breath-taking rate in the last century. The major problem of gerontology
and geriatrics today is to promote healthspan and happiness in the elderly population. A milestone in
geriatrics was the definition of frailty as a geriatric syndrome with a defined phenotype.
Understanding the molecular mechanisms of aging is of paramount importance to promote rational
interventions to delay the onset of frailty and of age-associated diseases. The EU has shown that in
2020 30% of the over-65 populations in Europe are disabled. This leads to huge costs in terms of
individual wellbeing as well as in social and economic burden. We have calculated that in Spain
alone the cost of disability is 18,000 million Euros per year. Any effort to understand the process of
healthy aging and to promote interventions to delay frailty (and hence disability), is of paramount
importance. The goal of this Research Topic is to gather cutting-edge research work and review
knowledge on the basic mechanisms of aging with a clear aim to translate them into actions to
promote healthy aging. It has been known for the last twenty years that four simple lifestyle
changes, i.e., quit smoking, exercising, taking five helpings of fruits or vegetables per day, and
drinking one glass of wine daily, can prolong lifespan by as much as fourteen years. The goal of this
Topic is to put knowledge together in order to foster interventions to promote happy and healthy



years in the life of the elderly population.

before having physical form nyt: The New York Times Magazine , 1980

before having physical form nyt: Vital and Health Statistics , 1963

before having physical form nyt: International Development Of Health Psychology John
Weinman, Mary A. Jansen, 2022-02-22 First Published in 1991. With any new area of research,
particularly one in which development has been so rapid and influential, it is important to take stock
of progress and identify critical issues. Health Psychology shows great potential both as a research
area and a profession, and the careful planning of good quality research and of appropriately
structured training programs if imperative if this potential is to be realised. this book explores the
way in which this discipline has developed internationally and the nature of different types of
training programs which have emerged. This book is intended for health psychologists who are
interested in the latest developments in their field around the world and will be particularly valuable
to those responsible for training programs.

before having physical form nyt: Civil Repair Jeffrey C. Alexander, 2024-10-25 This book
challenges the pessimism that has so marked, and impoverished, social theorizing about modern life.
Modernity has often been dark and debilitating, but it has also generated hope for a better life and
extraordinary reforms and liberations, from the creation of hopeful democracies in the face of
dangerous dictatorships to feminist transformations of patriarchy, struggles against imperialism and
racial domination, and the stubborn but persistent reconstruction of pivotal institutions. Jeffrey
Alexander theorizes these radical reforms as civil repairs - as efforts to make real the utopian
promises of the civil sphere. Ideal civil spheres make stirring commitments to social solidarity,
equality, and individual autonomy. Real civil spheres are rent by anti-civil hierarchies of class,
gender, race, and religion. Contradictions between real and ideal civil spheres generate social
movements for justice, which are not only about challenging power but making new and more
solidarizing meanings. Civil repair is at once symbolic and institutional. It offers a new way to
conceptualize progressive social change.

before having physical form nyt: The Marcus Garvey and Universal Negro Improvement
Association Papers, Vol. V Marcus Garvey, 2023-09-01 The fifth volume of this monumental series
chronicles what was perhaps the stormiest period in the history of Marcus Garvey and the UNIA: the
aftermath of the tumultuous 1922 convention. Outside the UNIA a growing list of opponents,
including the black Socialists A. Philip Randolph and Chandler Owen, and the NAACP's Robert
Bagnall and William Pickens, were turning their criticism of the controversial Jamaican into a Garvey
Must Go campaign. Meanwhile, Garvey's former UNIA ally, Rev. J. W. H. Eason-who had been
impeached at the 1922 convention-was emerging as a dangerous rival. Eason was assassinated in
January 1923, just as he was to testify against Garvey in the latter's mail-fraud trial. Though it may
be impossible to determine if Garvey had a role in the killing, the murder generated negative
publicity that did untold damage to Garvey and his organization. Throughout all this, the federal
government pressed its case against Garvey and his co-defendants on mail-fraud charges stemming
from irregularities in the sale of Black Star Line stock. In June 1923 a jury found Garvey guilty and
he was sentenced to five years in prison. Internecine feuds wracked the movement while Garvey
languished in New York City's Tombs prison, awaiting bail so that he could mount an appeal. As soon
as he was released in September 1923, he turned his energy to reconsolidating the UNIA. while
considering the best appeal strategy. For the UNIA Garvey resurrected an old commercial message:
that economic salvation was to be found in ships. In March 1924 he reconstituted the defunct Black
Star Line as the Black Cross Navigation and Trading Co. and bought a ship, the S. S. General
Goethals, in time for a tour of it by convention delegates. The shipboard tour proved to be a
highlight of the 1924 convention, during which UNIA leadership was stunned by the Liberian
government's formal repudiation of the movement's African colonization plans. Despite the UNIA's
unexpected setback in Liberia, the movement continued to spread into new places, particularly in
America's southern states. Generously illustrated with photographs and facsimile documents,
Volume V of The Marcus Garvey and Universal Negro Improvement Association Papers upholds the



impeccable editorial standards of the first four volumes. Once again, a wealth of new sources
collected from around the world demonstrates how vitally important Marcus Garvey and the mass
movement he controlled were to Afro-American history. The fifth volume of this monumental series
chronicles what was perhaps the stormiest period in the history of Marcus Garvey and the UNIA: the
aftermath of the tumultuous 1922 convention. Outside the UNIA a growing list of opponents,
including the black So

before having physical form nyt: You Have Unleashed a Storm David Viola, 2025-04-22 The
panoramic, untold story of domestic terrorism and political radicalism in '60s and '70s New York
City and its echoes in our current moment New York City in the 1960s was the beating heart of the
United States, a global metropolis thriving on its abundance and diversity. But in a short time,
Gotham went through an extraordinary transition. The postwar golden years gave way to a frantic
era of social, political, racial, and economic turmoil. Groups with their own distinct ideological aims
gained a presence in the city. And with this frenzied new era came a new wave of violence.
Terrorism has had an impact on the course of US history far greater and for far longer than is
commonly understood. The ripple effects of this largely forgotten moment—and importantly, how the
authorities countered—have played a significant role in how contemporary American life has
unfolded. Professor at the Center on Terrorism at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice, David
Viola unveils archival collections, newly declassified files, and preserved court records in this
groundbreaking account of New York City’s divergent radical groups, bringing to light a candid
picture of remarkable people in a remarkable setting.

before having physical form nyt: New York Times Saturday Book Review Supplement ,
1977

before having physical form nyt: Documents Provided to the Select Committee on the Events
Surrounding the 2012 Terrorist Attack in Benghazi ,

before having physical form nyt: The New York Times Book Review , 1989

before having physical form nyt: ISLA , 1999 Clippings of Latin American political, social and
economic news from various English language newspapers.

before having physical form nyt: The Methuen Drama Dictionary of the Theatre Jonathan
Law, 2013-12-16 The Methuen Drama Dictionary of the Theatre is an essential reference tool and
companion for anyone interested in the theatre and theatre-going. Containing over 2500 entries it
covers the international spectrum of theatre with particular emphasis on the UK and USA. With
biographical information on playwrights, actors and directors, entries on theatres and theatre
companies, explanation of technical terms and theatrical genres, and synopses of major plays, this is
an authoritative, trustworthy and comprehensive compendium. Included are: synopses of 500 major
plays biographical entries on hundreds of playwrights, actors, directors and producers definitions of
nearly 200 genres and movements entries on over 100 key characters from plays information about
more than 250 theatres and companies Unlike similar products, The Methuen Drama Dictionary of
the Theatre avoids a dry, technical approach with its sprinkling of anecdotal asides and fascinating
trivia, such as how Michael Gambon gave his name to a corner of a racing track following an
incident on BBC's Top Gear programme, and under 'advice to actors' the sage words of Alec
Guinness: 'First wipe your nose and check your flies', and the equally wise guidance from the master
of his art, Noél Coward: 'Just know your lines and don't bump into the furniture.' As a companion to
everything from the main stage to the fringes of theatrical fact and folklore, this will prove an
irresistible book to all fans of the theatre.
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the before hook or is there any way to do it once

What is the difference between "before()' and "beforeEach()'? However, all before hooks that
apply are executed before any beforeEach hook. This explains the order above: sublevel before
executes before top beforeEach because it is a before hook. And

How can I write a ":hover' condition for 'a:before' and 'a:after'? Hence, a:hover::before and
a:visited::before. But if you're developing for legacy browsers such as IE8 and older, then you can
get away with using single colons just fine. This

Flask deprecated before_first request how to update I'm learning web development for simple
applications and I've created one that uses before first request decorator. According with the new
release notes, the before first request

How can I fix "UnboundLocalError: local variable referenced before UnboundLocalError: local
variable 'f' referenced before assignment Python sees the f is used as a local variable in [f for fin [1,
2, 3]], and decides that it is also a local variable in f(3)

How to modify existing, unpushed commit messages? git rebase -i [branched from] [hash
before commit] Then inside the interactive rebase you simply add edit to that commit. When it comes
up, do a git commit --amend and modify the commit

Some advice: ACT 2 SPOILERS - Do *this* before *this* - Reddit BEFORE going anywhere near
Moonrise - cos I just literally murdered half of their gang in a bunch of combat and figured they'd



surely be hostile. So off I went, did all the rest, did the

c# - What does $ mean before a string? - Stack Overflow You'll need to complete a few actions
and gain 15 reputation points before being able to upvote. Upvoting indicates when questions and
answers are useful. What's reputation and how do I get

Can I have multiple :before pseudo-elements for the same element? As a result, when you
have multiple :before rules matching the same element, they will all cascade and apply to a single
:before pseudo-element, as with a normal element

Can I use a :before or :after pseudo-element on an input field? 55 :before and :after are
applied inside a container, which means you can use it for elements with an end tag. It doesn't apply
for self-closing elements. On a side note, elements

How can I execute code before all tests suite with Cypress? Basically, I want to login once
before all my tests in all files are executed. Should I call my login command in each test file using
the before hook or is there any way to do it once
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