
2004 chevrolet impala fuel economy
2004 chevrolet impala fuel economy is a key consideration for buyers and enthusiasts interested
in this popular full-size sedan. Known for its comfortable ride and spacious interior, the 2004
Chevrolet Impala also draws attention for its fuel efficiency, especially given the vehicle's size and
powertrain options. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the fuel economy
performance of the 2004 Impala, detailing official EPA ratings, real-world driving experiences, and
factors affecting its mileage. Additionally, comparisons with similar vehicles from the same era and
tips for optimizing fuel consumption will be discussed. Understanding the fuel economy
characteristics of the 2004 Chevrolet Impala can help prospective owners make informed decisions
and maximize their driving efficiency. The following sections will cover the fuel economy
specifications, engine and transmission impact, driving conditions, and practical advice for
improving fuel efficiency.

Fuel Economy Specifications of the 2004 Chevrolet Impala

Engine and Transmission Influence on Fuel Efficiency

Real-World Fuel Economy and Driving Conditions

Comparison with Competitors in the Same Segment

Tips for Improving 2004 Chevrolet Impala Fuel Economy

Fuel Economy Specifications of the 2004 Chevrolet
Impala
The official fuel economy ratings for the 2004 Chevrolet Impala vary depending on the engine and
drivetrain configuration. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provides standardized
estimates for city, highway, and combined mileage, which serve as a benchmark for comparing the
efficiency of different vehicles.

EPA Fuel Economy Ratings
The 2004 Chevrolet Impala was available primarily with two engine options: a 3.4-liter V6 and later,
a more powerful 3.8-liter V6. The fuel economy figures differ between these engines and also based
on whether the vehicle has an automatic or manual transmission.

Key EPA ratings include:

3.4L V6 (Automatic Transmission): Approximately 19 mpg city, 29 mpg highway, and 22
mpg combined.

3.8L V6 (Automatic Transmission): Approximately 19 mpg city, 28 mpg highway, and 22



mpg combined.

These ratings highlight a reasonable balance between performance and efficiency for a full-size
sedan from the early 2000s.

Fuel Tank Capacity and Range
The 2004 Impala typically features a fuel tank capacity of about 18 gallons. Based on combined fuel
economy ratings, this translates to an estimated driving range of roughly 396 miles per full tank,
assuming average driving conditions. This range is practical for daily commuting and longer trips
without frequent refueling stops.

Engine and Transmission Influence on Fuel Efficiency
The powertrain components of the 2004 Chevrolet Impala play a significant role in determining its
fuel consumption. Understanding the impact of engine size, technology, and transmission type is
essential when evaluating the vehicle's economy.

3.4-Liter V6 Engine Characteristics
The 3.4L V6 engine is known for its balance of power and fuel efficiency. Producing around 180
horsepower, it was the base engine option for the 2004 Impala. Its design focused on delivering
smooth acceleration and moderate fuel consumption, making it a practical choice for drivers
prioritizing economy.

3.8-Liter V6 Engine Performance
The 3.8L V6 engine, introduced in later 2004 models, offers increased output at approximately 200
horsepower. While this upgrade enhances acceleration and overall vehicle performance, it typically
results in slightly lower fuel economy compared to the smaller engine. However, advancements in
engine management systems helped maintain competitive mileage figures.

Transmission Options
The 2004 Chevrolet Impala was predominantly equipped with a 4-speed automatic transmission,
which influenced fuel economy outcomes. Automatic transmissions of this era provided smooth
shifting but lacked the efficiency of modern multi-speed transmissions. Some models were available
with a 5-speed manual transmission, which, in certain driving scenarios, could improve fuel economy
by allowing more control over gear selection.



Real-World Fuel Economy and Driving Conditions
While EPA ratings offer standardized metrics, actual fuel economy for the 2004 Chevrolet Impala
can vary based on driving habits, maintenance, and environmental factors. Real-world mileage often
differs from laboratory test results.

City vs. Highway Driving
Fuel economy tends to be lower in city driving conditions due to frequent stops, idling, and lower
average speeds. The 2004 Impala's estimated 19 mpg city rating reflects typical urban driving
challenges. Conversely, highway driving at steady speeds allows the engine to operate more
efficiently, resulting in improved mileage, with an estimated 28-29 mpg highway rating.

Impact of Driving Style and Traffic
Aggressive acceleration, excessive idling, and heavy traffic congestion can decrease fuel economy
significantly. Smooth acceleration and consistent speeds help maximize the 2004 Chevrolet Impala
fuel economy. Additionally, carrying heavy loads or towing can further reduce mileage.

Maintenance and Tire Condition
Proper maintenance, including regular oil changes, air filter replacements, and tire pressure checks,
is crucial for optimal fuel economy. Underinflated tires and engine inefficiencies increase fuel
consumption, highlighting the importance of routine vehicle care.

Comparison with Competitors in the Same Segment
In the early 2000s full-size sedan market, the 2004 Chevrolet Impala competed with vehicles such as
the Ford Taurus, Toyota Avalon, and Honda Accord. Evaluating fuel economy relative to these
competitors provides context for the Impala's efficiency.

Ford Taurus (2004)
The Ford Taurus offered a 3.0L V6 engine with EPA ratings around 19 mpg city and 27 mpg
highway, closely matching the Impala's performance. Its comparable fuel economy made it a direct
rival in this segment.

Toyota Avalon (2004)
The Toyota Avalon, equipped with a 3.0L V6, generally achieved slightly better fuel economy, with
EPA figures near 20 mpg city and 28 mpg highway. Its focus on efficiency and reliability contributed
to its strong market position.



Honda Accord (Full-Size Variant)
The Honda Accord, especially in its V6 configurations, provided competitive fuel economy similar to
the Impala, with ratings typically around 20 mpg city and 29 mpg highway. The Accord's reputation
for fuel efficiency made it a popular choice among consumers.

Tips for Improving 2004 Chevrolet Impala Fuel
Economy
Owners seeking to maximize the fuel efficiency of their 2004 Chevrolet Impala can implement
several practical strategies. These approaches help reduce fuel consumption and extend the
vehicle’s driving range.

Maintain Proper Tire Pressure: Keeping tires inflated to the recommended levels reduces
rolling resistance and improves mileage.

Perform Regular Maintenance: Timely oil changes, air filter replacements, and spark plug
inspections ensure the engine runs efficiently.

Drive Smoothly: Avoid rapid acceleration and hard braking to conserve fuel.

Reduce Excess Weight: Remove unnecessary items from the vehicle to decrease load and
improve fuel economy.

Limit Idling Time: Turn off the engine during extended stops to save fuel.

Use Cruise Control: On highways, cruise control helps maintain consistent speeds,
enhancing efficiency.

Avoid Excessive Speed: Driving at or below speed limits reduces aerodynamic drag and fuel
consumption.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average fuel economy of a 2004 Chevrolet Impala?
The 2004 Chevrolet Impala has an average fuel economy of approximately 19 miles per gallon (mpg)
in the city and 29 mpg on the highway.

Does the 2004 Chevrolet Impala have different fuel economy



ratings based on engine type?
Yes, the 2004 Chevrolet Impala comes with different engine options, and fuel economy varies
slightly. The 3.4L V6 engine typically gets around 18 mpg city and 27 mpg highway, while the 3.8L
V6 engine offers about 19 mpg city and 29 mpg highway.

How does the fuel economy of the 2004 Chevrolet Impala
compare to other full-size sedans of its time?
The 2004 Chevrolet Impala's fuel economy is competitive among full-size sedans from the early
2000s, offering decent mileage for its class, with many rivals providing similar city and highway mpg
ratings.

What factors can affect the fuel economy of a 2004 Chevrolet
Impala?
Fuel economy in a 2004 Chevrolet Impala can be affected by driving habits, vehicle maintenance,
tire pressure, load weight, and whether the car is driven mostly in city or highway conditions.

Are there any common modifications to improve the fuel
economy of a 2004 Chevrolet Impala?
Common modifications to improve fuel economy include maintaining proper tire pressure, using
high-quality engine oil, installing a high-flow air filter, and ensuring regular engine tune-ups.

Is the 2004 Chevrolet Impala considered fuel-efficient for
daily commuting?
While not the most fuel-efficient vehicle by modern standards, the 2004 Chevrolet Impala offers
reasonable fuel economy for daily commuting, especially on highways, making it a practical choice
for many drivers.

Additional Resources
1. Maximizing Fuel Efficiency in the 2004 Chevrolet Impala
This book offers practical tips and techniques specifically tailored for owners of the 2004 Chevrolet
Impala to improve their vehicle’s fuel economy. It covers maintenance routines, driving habits, and
modifications that can lead to noticeable savings at the pump. Readers will find easy-to-follow advice
that balances performance and efficiency.

2. The 2004 Chevrolet Impala Owner’s Guide to Fuel Economy
Designed as a comprehensive manual, this guide breaks down the fuel system of the 2004 Impala
and explains how various factors impact gas mileage. It includes detailed explanations about fuel
types, tire pressures, and engine tuning. The book serves as a valuable resource for both new and
experienced Impala drivers looking to optimize their fuel usage.

3. Driving Smart: Fuel Saving Strategies for 2004 Chevrolet Impala Drivers



Focused on driving techniques, this book teaches Impala owners how their habits behind the wheel
affect fuel consumption. Topics include acceleration, braking, speed control, and trip planning. By
adopting the methods in this book, readers can reduce fuel costs while prolonging the life of their
vehicle.

4. Understanding the Fuel System of the 2004 Chevrolet Impala
This technical book dives into the mechanics of the Impala’s fuel system, explaining how fuel
delivery and combustion work in this specific model. It is ideal for enthusiasts and mechanics who
want to troubleshoot or upgrade their Impala for better fuel efficiency. Clear diagrams and step-by-
step instructions make complex concepts accessible.

5. Eco-Friendly Modifications for the 2004 Chevrolet Impala
For those interested in aftermarket solutions, this book explores modifications that can enhance the
fuel economy of the 2004 Impala. It covers everything from aerodynamic improvements to engine
tuning and alternative fuel options. Readers will gain insight into cost-effective upgrades that reduce
emissions and fuel use.

6. Comparative Fuel Economy: 2004 Chevrolet Impala vs. Competitors
This analytical book compares the fuel economy of the 2004 Chevrolet Impala with other mid-size
sedans from the same era. It evaluates manufacturer claims, real-world test results, and owner
experiences. The book helps consumers understand where the Impala stands in terms of efficiency
and what improvements were made in subsequent models.

7. Maintaining Your 2004 Chevrolet Impala for Optimal Fuel Economy
Maintenance plays a crucial role in fuel efficiency, and this book outlines the essential upkeep tasks
for the 2004 Impala. It covers oil changes, air filter replacements, tire care, and engine diagnostics.
Following the advice in this book can help prevent fuel wastage and keep the car running smoothly.

8. Fuel Economy Myths and Facts: The 2004 Chevrolet Impala Edition
This book debunks common misconceptions about fuel economy related to the 2004 Impala. It
separates fact from fiction regarding idling, premium fuel, additives, and more. Readers will gain a
clearer understanding of what truly affects their gas mileage and what doesn’t.

9. The History and Evolution of the Chevrolet Impala’s Fuel Economy
Tracing the development of the Chevrolet Impala’s fuel efficiency over the years, this book places
the 2004 model within the broader context of automotive advancements. It explores engineering
changes, regulatory impacts, and market demands that shaped the Impala’s fuel economy. This
historical perspective appeals to car enthusiasts and researchers alike.
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(Firm), 2005-11 Presents a collection of reviews, ratings, and advice on a wide range of consumer
products, including electronics, air conditioners, cell phones, automobiles, dryers, home theaters,
and more.
  2004 chevrolet impala fuel economy: New Car Buying Guide, 2004-2005 Consumer
Reports, Consumer Reports Books Editors, 2004-06 Since its first auto test 50 years ago, Consumer
Reports has become the No. 1 source that car buyers turn to when buying a new or used vehicle
-USA Today. Consumer Reports is the definitive authority on unbiased automotive ratings.
  2004 chevrolet impala fuel economy: Lemon-Aid New and Used Cars and Trucks
2007–2018 Phil Edmonston, 2018-02-03 Steers buyers through the the confusion and anxiety of new
and used vehicle purchases like no other car-and-truck book on the market. “Dr. Phil,” along with
George Iny and the Editors of the Automobile Protection Association, pull no punches.
  2004 chevrolet impala fuel economy: Edmunds New Cars & Trucks Buyer's Guide 2004
The Editors at Edmunds.com, 2004-01-01 For more than thirty-seven years, millions of consumers
have turned to Edmunds buyer`s guide for their shopping needs. This format makes it easier for
consumers to get the advice and information they need to purchase their next new vehicle. Readers
benefit from features such as: -Comprehensive vehicle reviews -Easy-to-use charts that rate
competitive vehicles in popular market segments -Expanded in-depth advice on buying and leasing
-Editors` and consumers` ratings -Larger photographs -Predicted resale values for all models. In
addition to these features, vehicle shoppers can benefit from the best that they`ve come to expect
from the Edmunds name: -In-depth articles on all-new vehicles -Crash test ratings from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration and the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety -Warranty
information and more.
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likely to need more repairs and may come with a short warranty or none at all. In addition, used cars
may lack the latest safety features. That is why it is so important for consumers to do extensive
research so they can avoid all of the potential pitfalls of buying a used car. The auto experts at
Consumer Reports have done the work for you and have compiled their extensive research and
report their findings into the 2007 edition of USED CAR BUYING GUIDE. This fabulous tool will help
steer any consumer who is in the market for a used car towards the better-performing and more
reliable used car models and away from those models with a troubled past or substandard
performance. Before consumers set foot on a used car lot, they should read all the valuable
information provided in this book so they can be armed with as much information as possible and the
knowledge to make an educated choice. Consumer Reports knows cars and offers the most detailed
and revealing used car reliability information available anywhere including: - Unbiased reviews of
every major model from 1999 - 2006- Lists of the best and worst used vehicles and how to avoid a
lemon - A checklist of what to look for when inspecting a used car- Best used cars for gas mileage-
Tips on negotiating the best priceReliability, recalls and crash test information- Making sense of
safety information -How to get the most money when trading in your current car The majority of this



book is devoted to the profiles of 264 cars, minivans, SUVs and trucks, presenting all major
1999-2006 models. Each profile contains a photo from the representative year, a write-up of the
vehicle, reliability history, crash-test data, and the model years when key safety gear was added and
when a major redesign was made.
  2004 chevrolet impala fuel economy: 2004 Cars Consumer Guide Editors, The Auto Editors
of Consumer Guide, Consumer Guide, 2004-02 This all-new edition of the latest guide to passenger
cars, minivans, and sport-utility vehicles features photos of the newest models, the latest suggested
retail and dealer invoice prices factory options, EPA mileage estimates, warranty information, and
more. Original.
  2004 chevrolet impala fuel economy: The Car Book 2005 Jack Gillis, 2004
  2004 chevrolet impala fuel economy: New Cars & Trucks Buyer's Guide , 2004
  2004 chevrolet impala fuel economy: BUYING GUIDE ALL NEW FOR 2005 , 2004
  2004 chevrolet impala fuel economy: Consumer Reports Consumer Reports, 2007-01-23
Now you can get the wisdom of one full year of Consumer Reports in one place. We've assembled all
twelve 2006 issues of Consumer Reports magazine and put them in a single bound collection.
Consumer Reports magazine is the source you can trust for ratings and recommendations of
consumer products and services. Whether you're buying a car, a TV, or a new cell phone plan, our
unbiased reports will help you get the best value for your money.
  2004 chevrolet impala fuel economy: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 2004-12 The most
trustworthy source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money
management, home ownership and many other personal finance topics.
  2004 chevrolet impala fuel economy: Car and Driver , 2005
  2004 chevrolet impala fuel economy: Nanorobotics Vic Lynn & Kit Cooley, 2018-01-21 In the
1980s and 1990s, a handful of authors began speculating about the physical forms that future
medical nanorobots might take. A few created artist's conceptions of their devices. During this time,
only the broadest analyses of the missions and capabilities that might be desired had been
attempted. Detailed technical and engineering studies, in many cases, still lay years in the future.
Despite this handicap, some of these designs have many plausible elements, along with other
elements which, in hindsight, may appear fanciful, impractical, or even dangerous. These
speculations continue through the present. The science of nanorobotics plays a vital role in the
development of robots, whose structure is built by using nanoscale components and objects. The
nature of the components being in the nano scale allows the researchers for the engineering of the
mimic of human beings. The construction of the various complex parts, which constitute the robots
have been possible due to nanorobotics. Nanobots, nanites, nanoids or nanomites are some of the
hypothetical devices created with the knowledge of nanorobotics. Nanorobotics will set new
standards in pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, aerospace and automotive industries, security, defense,
environmental protection, electronics, computers and communications. Within the next two decades,
we may have tiny machines inside us, combatting every disease known to humankind and slowing
down, even reversing the aging process, making us practically immortal. This book describes how to
build a mobile computer user a citizen of the Internet and how to admittance everything the in
sequence superhighway has to present. The objective of this book is to make available you with an
opening to the design and completion of Internet protocols that are helpful for maintaining network
connections still while moving from place to position.
  2004 chevrolet impala fuel economy: Consumer Reports New Car Buying Guide,
2003-04 Consumer Reports, 2003-06 This comprehensive guide, updated for the 2003 model year,
provides buyers with all the information they need to buy any new vehicle.
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