
2 volume 1 tone wiring
2 volume 1 tone wiring is a popular wiring configuration commonly used in electric guitars to
provide versatile control over the instrument’s sound. This setup typically includes two volume
controls, one for each pickup, and a single tone control that shapes the overall tonal output.
Understanding the 2 volume 1 tone wiring scheme is essential for guitarists, technicians, and
enthusiasts who want to customize or repair their instruments for optimal performance and tonal
flexibility. This article explores the fundamentals of 2 volume 1 tone wiring, its benefits, wiring
diagrams, and step-by-step installation guidelines. Additionally, it discusses common variations,
troubleshooting tips, and the impact this wiring configuration has on guitar tone and usability.
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Understanding 2 Volume 1 Tone Wiring
The 2 volume 1 tone wiring configuration is designed primarily for electric guitars equipped with
two pickups, such as a typical Stratocaster or Telecaster style instrument. This wiring scheme assigns
an independent volume control to each pickup, allowing players to blend and balance the output
levels of the neck and bridge pickups individually. The single tone control affects the overall sound,
shaping the treble frequencies and providing tonal warmth or brightness depending on the setting.

This configuration differs from the more basic wiring setups that either use a single volume and tone
control or separate volume and tone controls for each pickup. The 2 volume 1 tone wiring provides a
balance between simplicity and tonal versatility, making it an ideal choice for guitarists seeking more
control without complicating their setup.

How It Works
In this wiring scheme, each volume potentiometer regulates the electrical signal from its respective
pickup before the signals are combined and sent to the tone control. The tone control usually consists
of a potentiometer and a capacitor, which filters the high frequencies. When adjusted, it modifies the
overall brightness of the sound produced by both pickups together, rather than individually.



Applications
This wiring style is prevalent in a variety of electric guitars, especially those aiming for a classic sound
with modern flexibility. It is favored by players who want quick access to volume blending for dynamic
playing and tonal shaping without the clutter of multiple tone knobs.

Benefits of 2 Volume 1 Tone Wiring
The 2 volume 1 tone wiring setup offers several distinct advantages over other wiring
configurations, making it a preferred choice for many musicians and guitar technicians.

Improved Pickup Blending: Independent volume controls allow fine-tuning of the mix
between neck and bridge pickups, enabling a wide range of tonal possibilities.

Simplified Tone Control: A single tone knob manages the overall brightness, making it easier
to adjust without juggling multiple tone settings.

Customizable Sound: The combination of two volumes and one tone provides a versatile
platform for achieving both classic and modern guitar sounds.

Ease of Use: Players can quickly dial in their preferred balance and tone without complexity,
enhancing live performance efficiency.

Compatibility: This wiring scheme fits many standard guitar models and can be implemented
with common components, reducing installation costs.

Versatility in Musical Styles
The 2 volume 1 tone wiring configuration supports a broad spectrum of musical genres, from blues
and jazz to rock and country. Its flexible control over pickup levels and tone enables players to adapt
their instrument’s sound to different performance contexts.

Wiring Diagram and Components
Implementing 2 volume 1 tone wiring requires understanding the key components involved and
their roles in the circuit. The main parts include two volume potentiometers, one tone potentiometer,
a tone capacitor, a selector switch (often a 3-way), and output jack connections.

Key Components

Volume Potentiometers: Typically 250k or 500k pots, used to control the output level from
each pickup.



Tone Potentiometer: Usually the same value as the volume pots; controls the tone filter
circuit.

Capacitor: Commonly a 0.022µF or 0.047µF capacitor used to filter treble frequencies in the
tone circuit.

Pickup Selector Switch: Allows selection between neck, bridge, or both pickups.

Output Jack: Connects the final signal to the amplifier.

Basic Wiring Diagram Overview
In a typical 2 volume 1 tone wiring diagram, the pickups feed into their respective volume pots first.
The output from these volume pots then combine at the selector switch or directly merge before
being routed to the tone pot and capacitor. The tone control adjusts the overall signal before it
reaches the output jack. Proper grounding is essential to reduce noise and maintain signal clarity.

Step-by-Step Installation Guide
Installing a 2 volume 1 tone wiring setup requires careful attention to detail, soldering skills, and the
right tools. The following steps outline a professional approach to wiring this configuration:

Gather Materials: Ensure all components, including pots, capacitor, switch, wire, soldering1.
iron, and tools, are ready.

Remove Existing Wiring: Carefully desolder and remove the current wiring from the guitar2.
cavity.

Prepare Components: Identify each potentiometer and capacitor, and trim wires to suitable3.
lengths.

Wire Pickups to Volume Pots: Connect the hot lead from each pickup to the input lug of its4.
respective volume pot.

Connect Volume Pots to Tone Circuit: Join the volume outputs to the tone pot through the5.
capacitor to create the tone filter.

Wire Selector Switch: Attach the combined output from volume pots to the selector switch to6.
enable pickup selection.

Connect Output Jack: Wire the final output from the tone pot to the guitar’s output jack.7.

Ground Connections: Ensure all grounds are securely soldered to reduce hum and noise.8.

Test the Wiring: Before closing the cavity, test the guitar to confirm all controls function as9.



expected.

Tools Required

Soldering iron and solder

Wire cutters and strippers

Screwdrivers

Multimeter (for testing continuity)

Protective gloves and safety glasses

Common Variations and Modifications
While the standard 2 volume 1 tone wiring configuration is effective, many players and technicians
explore variations to enhance functionality or tailor the sound further.

Adding a Blend Pot
A blend potentiometer can replace one volume control to allow smoother mixing between pickups.
This modification provides a continuous range of tonal blending rather than discrete volume settings.

Treble Bleed Circuit
Incorporating a treble bleed circuit on the volume pots helps maintain high-frequency clarity when
rolling down the volume. This addition is popular among guitarists seeking to preserve brightness at
lower volumes.

Separate Tone Controls
Although this article focuses on a single tone control, some variations include separate tone controls
for each pickup. This setup allows more precise tonal shaping but increases wiring complexity.

Troubleshooting and Maintenance
Proper maintenance and troubleshooting are crucial to ensure the 2 volume 1 tone wiring functions
correctly and remains reliable over time.



Common Issues

Noise and Hum: Often caused by poor grounding or faulty shielding.

Volume Drops or Crackling: Can result from dirty or worn potentiometers.

Tone Control Malfunction: May be due to a damaged capacitor or incorrect wiring.

Signal Loss: Occurs if connections are loose or solder joints are cold.

Maintenance Tips
Regularly inspect wiring connections, clean potentiometers with contact cleaner, and check grounding
points. Using quality components and proper soldering techniques will reduce the likelihood of
problems. If issues persist, consulting a professional technician is advisable.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 2 volume 1 tone wiring in electric guitars?
2 volume 1 tone wiring refers to a guitar wiring configuration that includes two separate volume
controls (one for each pickup) and a single tone control that affects both pickups.

Which guitars commonly use 2 volume 1 tone wiring?
Many Gibson Les Paul models and similar style guitars commonly use 2 volume 1 tone wiring to
provide independent volume control for each pickup while sharing a single tone control.

What are the benefits of 2 volume 1 tone wiring?
The main benefits include the ability to blend the pickups by adjusting their volumes independently
and having a single tone control to shape the overall sound, offering a balance between control and
simplicity.

Can I convert my guitar from 1 volume 1 tone to 2 volume 1
tone wiring?
Yes, converting to 2 volume 1 tone wiring is possible but requires installing an additional volume pot
and rewiring the pickups accordingly. It is recommended to have some soldering skills or consult a
professional guitar technician.



How does 2 volume 1 tone wiring affect pickup blending?
With two separate volume controls, you can blend the output of the neck and bridge pickups in any
ratio, allowing for a wide range of tonal possibilities before the signal reaches the master tone control.

Does 2 volume 1 tone wiring affect the guitar’s tone
compared to 1 volume 1 tone wiring?
Yes, it can affect tone by allowing more precise control over pickup output levels. This flexibility can
result in more nuanced tones, especially when blending pickups, though the single tone control still
shapes the overall sound.

Are there any drawbacks to 2 volume 1 tone wiring?
A potential drawback is added complexity for beginners, as managing two volume controls can be less
intuitive. Also, the single tone control limits separate tone adjustments for each pickup.

What components are needed for 2 volume 1 tone wiring?
You will need two volume potentiometers (usually 500k or 300k), one tone potentiometer, a capacitor
for the tone circuit, wiring, and possibly additional shielding materials depending on your guitar.

Where can I find wiring diagrams for 2 volume 1 tone setups?
Wiring diagrams can be found on guitar tech websites, forums like Seymour Duncan's site, official
manufacturer sites, or in guitar wiring books. Many online videos also provide step-by-step guides for
2 volume 1 tone wiring.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering 2 Volume 1 Tone Wiring: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides an in-depth exploration of 2 volume 1 tone wiring configurations for electric
guitars. It covers the fundamentals of wiring, component selection, and troubleshooting techniques.
Ideal for both beginners and experienced technicians, it includes detailed diagrams and step-by-step
instructions to help you achieve optimal tone control.

2. The Art of Guitar Wiring: 2 Volume 1 Tone Circuits Explained
Explore the intricacies of guitar electronics with a focus on 2 volume 1 tone circuits. This book breaks
down complex wiring setups into easy-to-understand segments, offering practical advice on
customizing your instrument’s sound. Readers will find tips on soldering, component tweaks, and
upgrading pickups for enhanced performance.

3. Electric Guitar Electronics: Wiring 2 Volume 1 Tone Systems
A technical manual designed for guitar builders and repairers, this book dives into the specifics of
wiring two volume controls and a single tone control. It explains the role of potentiometers,
capacitors, and switches in shaping your guitar’s voice. The book also includes troubleshooting charts
and wiring schematics for popular guitar models.



4. Guitar Wiring Handbook: 2 Volume 1 Tone Configurations
This handbook serves as a practical resource for DIY guitar enthusiasts interested in 2 volume 1 tone
wiring. It features clear illustrations and concise explanations to guide readers through the
modification and repair process. Additionally, it highlights common pitfalls and how to avoid them for
a smooth wiring experience.

5. Customizing Your Guitar: 2 Volume 1 Tone Wiring Techniques
Focused on customization, this book empowers guitarists to tailor their instrument’s electronics using
2 volume 1 tone wiring schemes. It discusses the tonal impact of different capacitor values and
potentiometer types, helping users create personalized sound profiles. Step-by-step projects
encourage hands-on learning and experimentation.

6. Wiring Secrets for Electric Guitars: 2 Volume 1 Tone Edition
Uncover the secrets behind effective wiring with this specialized guide on 2 volume 1 tone setups.
The author shares professional tips for optimizing signal flow and reducing noise, ensuring a clean
and versatile tone. The book is packed with wiring diagrams, component recommendations, and
maintenance advice.

7. Practical Guitar Electronics: 2 Volume 1 Tone Wiring Simplified
This book simplifies the complexities of guitar electronics by focusing on the widely used 2 volume 1
tone wiring configuration. It is perfect for players who want to understand the electrical side of their
instrument without overwhelming technical jargon. The clear instructions and visual aids make
learning wiring accessible and enjoyable.

8. Electric Guitar Modifications: Advanced 2 Volume 1 Tone Wiring
Designed for advanced users, this book delves into sophisticated modification techniques involving 2
volume 1 tone wiring. It covers topics like coil splitting, phase switching, and advanced capacitor
networks to expand tonal possibilities. Detailed schematics and component lists support complex
wiring projects.

9. The Complete Guide to Guitar Wiring: 2 Volume 1 Tone Systems
A definitive reference for guitar wiring enthusiasts, this guide covers everything from basic principles
to complex 2 volume 1 tone systems. It includes historical context, component selection tips, and
wiring diagrams for various guitar models. The book is an essential resource for anyone looking to
master guitar electronics and tone control.
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comprehensive reference work on the full range of guitar designs and playing styles ever produced.
An info-packed and intricately detailed, illustrated glossary that helps you 'talk guitar' with
authority. Taking you all the way from deciding which instrument is best for you and your music to
learning the essential techniques in ten of the most popular guitar styles and maximizing the
potential of your guitar, effects, and amplifier, this book is a one-stop, fast track to fluency in all
aspects of the most influential icon in the history of popular music. In this book, the world's leading
specialists tell you what ingredients go into a vast range of guitars and amplifiers to make them
sound the way that they do; coach you on making the most of your instruments, effects, and amps;
tutor you in the essential playing skills of genres from Rock to Jazz to classical-and everything in
between. Contributors include Dave Hunter, Tony Bacon, Robert Benedetto, Dave Burrluck, Walter
Carter, Dough Chandler, Paul Day, James Stevenson, Kari Bannerman, David Braid, Carl Filipiak,
Nestor Garcia, Martin Goulding, Lee Hodgson, Max Milligan, and Rikky Rooksby.
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: How to Build and Setup Guitar Kits like a Pro Jonny Blackwood,
2016-06-26 Part of Jonny Blackwood's Easy Guide Series, How to Build and Setup Guitar Kits like a
Pro is a clear, concise, step-by-step manual written for those with little guitar building experience.
With simple directions and over 130 photos, you will gain the understanding needed to assemble and
setup bolt-on guitar kits with great results! Included in the book: A 9-step method on assembling
bolt-on style guitars; Tips and tricks to save you time and headaches; Guidance on sanding, finishing
& more; Proper soldering technique explained; Scale length explained Guitar electronics explained;
How to effectively shield the instrument; Popular wiring modification suggestions; Links to online
wiring and setup methods from Fender and others; Simple setup instructions for strat and tele-style
guitars; How to restring properly; How to adjust truss rods for optimal neck bow; How to shim necks
and adjust neck tilt; How to adjust bridge angle on tremolo equipped guitars; How to adjust
intonation; How to file nut slots; And more!
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: Electronics Projects Vol. 9 , 2009-11
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: CompTIA A+ Complete Study Guide, 2-Volume Set Quentin Docter,
Jon Buhagiar, 2025-07-02 Your complete, accurate resource for the updated CompTIA A+ Core 1
and Core 2 exams In the newly revised sixth edition of CompTIA A+ Complete Study Guide 2-Volume
Set: Volume 1 Core 1 Exam 220-1201 and Volume 2 Core 2 Exam 220-1202, you'll discover
comprehensive coverage of all A+ certification exam objectives. A team of A+ certified IT
professionals with a combined 50 years' experience in the industry walk you through the most
popular information technology certification on the market today, preparing you for success on both
the 220-1201 and 220-1202 A+ exams. The set emphasizes on-the-job skills you'll use every day as a
PC technician or in a related role, with timely updates covering major advances in mobile, cloud,
network, and security technology. It walks you through mobile devices, networking, hardware,
virtualization and cloud computing, hardware and network troubleshooting, operating systems,
security, software troubleshooting, and operational procedures. You'll also find: Practical examples
and technology insights drawn from the real-world experiences of current IT professionals Exam
highlights, end-of-chapter reviews, and other useful features that help you learn and retain the
detailed info contained within Complimentary access to the Sybex online test bank, including
hundreds of practice test questions, flashcards, and a searchable key term glossary Prepare smarter
and faster, the Sybex way. CompTIA A+ Complete Study Guide 2-Volume Set is perfect for anyone
preparing to take the A+ certification exams for the first time, as well as those seeking to renew
their A+ certification and PC or hardware technicians interested in upgrading their skillset.
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: The Epiphone Guitar Book Walter Carter, 2012-12-01 The story of
Epiphone, one of the oldest and most famous guitar companies, is told by former staff historian
Walter Carter. It's an epic story spanning three centuries, from Old World roots in the 19th century
to the golden age of American makers in the 20th century and onward into the global market of the
new millennium. It's the story of America's business, from an individual luthier to a family business
and on to corporate ownership. And it's the story of American popular music, powered by Epiphone
guitars, from big-bodied Emperor that drove the swing bands of the 1930s, to the electric



hollowbodies of the 1960s used by The Beatles and studio ace Howard Roberts, to custom solidbody
models for such modern rockers as Noel Gallagher (Oasis), Jeff Waters (Annihilator), and Frank Iero
(My Chemical Romance). Beautifully illustrated with photos of all the important Epiphone
instruments and the extraordinary musicians who played them, this is a fascinating history of an
iconic name in the world of the guitar.
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: Direct and General Support Maintenance Manual Including
Repair Parts and Special Tools Lists ... for Projection Set, Motion Picture, Sound AS-25A3
(NSN 6730-00-111-5929). , 1992
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: The Stratocaster Manual Terry Burrows, 2015-09-30 This is the
ultimate owner's manual for the world's most popular guitar! This is a step-by-step, heavily
illustrated guide to everything about the legendary Fender electric guitar, the Stratocaster! It shows
owners and dreamers the basics of selecting and buying Strats; maintenance and repairs such as
tuning, setting intonation, tremolo alignment, fret repairs, and bridge and nut adjustments;
electrical troubleshooting; spur-of-the-moment stage-side fixes; and some basic performance
enhancements such as adding hot rod Fender and aftermarket pickups, locking-tremolo nuts, and
more. Let world-renowned guitar expert Terry Burrows be your guide to this awesome instrument.
Gorgeous shots of Fender guitars and guitar parts and images of well-known musicians playing
Stratocasters make this a book no fan will want to miss.
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: Popular Mechanics , 1990
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: Projector Equipment PH-398-A. , 1945
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: Radio Troubleshooter's Handbook Alfred A. Ghirardi, 1943
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: ,
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: Beginner Intermediate and Advanced Hot Rod Techniques for
Guitar a Fender Stratocaster Wiring Guide Tim Swike, 2008-03-21 IF YOU OWN A STRAT,
THEN YOU NEED THIS BOOK! Learn step by step how to completely wire a Stratocaster and all of
the potentiometers, capacitors, switches, ground wires, hot wires, pickups, output jack, and bridge
ground. Even if you dont own a Fender, this guide will teach you how to wire a guitar with 1, 2, or 3
pickups. There are a ton of modifications you can do to your guitar for dirt cheap. This book will also
show you some secret hot rod techniques that the pros use like: coil tapping, coil cutting, phase
switching, series wiring, parallel wiring, bridge-on switching, toggle switching, mini toggle
switching, varitone switching, mega switching, super switching, rotary switching, treble boost/solo
switching, blend pots, push pull pots, stacked concentric pots, and much more !!! Plus you will learn
everything you've ever wanted to know about 4-wire humbuckers that can fit into your standard
strat pickguard. Also includes audio files of the hot rod techniques.
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: Wire Communication & Signal Systems , 1986
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: Popular Mechanics , 1958-10 Popular Mechanics inspires, instructs
and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: Organizational Maintenance Manual , 1983
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: Popular Science , 1951-02 Popular Science gives our readers the
information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The core belief that Popular
Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science and technology are the
driving forces that will help make it better.
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: Pontiac GTO Restoration Guide 1964-1972 Paul Zazarine, 1995
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: Popular Mechanics , 1925-11 Popular Mechanics inspires, instructs
and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  2 volume 1 tone wiring: Popular Science , 1927-10 Popular Science gives our readers the
information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The core belief that Popular



Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science and technology are the
driving forces that will help make it better.
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