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20 hour substitute teacher course missouri programs are essential for individuals
seeking to become qualified substitute teachers in the state of Missouri. These courses
provide foundational training, ensuring that substitute teachers are prepared to effectively
manage classrooms and support student learning in the absence of regular teachers. This
article explores the requirements, benefits, and structure of the 20 hour substitute teacher
course Missouri offers, along with guidance on how to enroll and succeed in the program.
Understanding these aspects is crucial for prospective substitute teachers aiming to meet
state standards and contribute positively to Missouri’s educational system. Additionally,
this overview will cover licensing requirements, course content, and tips for professional
development as a substitute teacher in Missouri. The following sections will provide a
detailed breakdown of the key components related to the 20 hour substitute teacher
course Missouri candidates need to know.
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Course Content and Learning Objectives
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Benefits of Completing the Course

Maintaining Substitute Teaching Certification in Missouri

Understanding the 20 Hour Substitute Teacher
Course in Missouri
The 20 hour substitute teacher course Missouri mandates is designed to equip aspiring
substitute teachers with the knowledge and skills necessary for effective classroom
management and instructional support. This course serves as a mandatory training
requirement for individuals who wish to serve as substitute teachers in public schools
across Missouri. The course duration totals 20 hours, focusing on practical classroom
strategies, state policies, and professional responsibilities. Through this training,
participants gain insight into the educational environment, student needs, and legal
obligations, ensuring they can maintain a positive learning atmosphere during teacher
absences.



Purpose of the Course
The primary purpose of the 20 hour substitute teacher course Missouri offers is to prepare
substitutes to handle diverse classroom situations competently. It emphasizes
understanding child development, behavior management techniques, and instructional
best practices. Additionally, the course covers Missouri’s educational standards and
expectations for substitute teachers, including ethical considerations and communication
skills.

Course Approval and Regulations
The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) oversees the
approval and regulation of substitute teacher training programs. Institutions offering the
20 hour substitute teacher course Missouri requires must meet state guidelines to ensure
quality and consistency. This regulatory oversight guarantees that all substitute teachers
receive standardized training aligned with Missouri's educational goals.

Eligibility and Requirements for Substitute
Teachers in Missouri
To participate in the 20 hour substitute teacher course Missouri requires, individuals must
meet specific eligibility criteria established by the Missouri Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education. These requirements ensure that candidates possess the necessary
background and qualifications to undertake substitute teaching responsibilities effectively.

Basic Eligibility Criteria
Applicants for the substitute teacher course typically need to meet the following basic
criteria:

Be at least 18 years of age

Hold a high school diploma or equivalent

Pass a criminal background check as mandated by Missouri law

Demonstrate good moral character and fitness for teaching

Meeting these criteria is essential before enrollment in the 20 hour substitute teacher
course Missouri programs.

Additional Licensing Requirements
In some cases, school districts may require substitute teachers to hold additional



certifications or pursue further training beyond the 20 hour course. For example, certain
districts might prefer candidates with an associate’s or bachelor’s degree or require the
completion of specific professional development modules. It is important for prospective
substitutes to verify district-specific requirements in addition to the state-mandated
course.

Course Content and Learning Objectives
The 20 hour substitute teacher course Missouri offers covers a comprehensive curriculum
tailored to prepare substitutes for real-world classroom scenarios. The training provides
both theoretical knowledge and practical skills essential for effective substitute teaching.

Core Topics Covered
The curriculum typically includes the following key areas:

Classroom management and behavior strategies

Effective communication with students, staff, and parents

Understanding student diversity and inclusivity

Legal and ethical responsibilities of substitute teachers

Health, safety, and emergency procedures

Instructional techniques and lesson plan implementation

Missouri state education laws and policies

Learning Outcomes
Upon completing the course, participants are expected to demonstrate competence in
managing classroom environments, maintaining student engagement, and adhering to all
legal and professional standards. They will be prepared to implement lesson plans
effectively and respond appropriately to various classroom challenges.

How to Enroll in the 20 Hour Substitute Teacher
Course Missouri
Enrollment in the 20 hour substitute teacher course Missouri offers is a straightforward
process facilitated by various approved training providers across the state. Prospective
substitute teachers can select from online or in-person course options based on their



preferences and schedules.

Finding an Approved Training Provider
Individuals should look for DESE-approved providers offering the 20 hour substitute
teacher course Missouri requires. These providers ensure that the curriculum meets state
standards and that completion certificates are recognized by school districts statewide.

Enrollment Steps

Research and select an approved training provider.1.

Complete the application process with the chosen provider.2.

Submit necessary documentation, including proof of eligibility and background3.
checks.

Register and pay any applicable course fees.4.

Attend and complete all required training hours.5.

Obtain a certificate of completion to submit to local school districts.6.

Following these steps ensures a smooth enrollment experience and timely completion of
the course.

Benefits of Completing the Course
Completing the 20 hour substitute teacher course Missouri offers provides numerous
advantages for individuals seeking to enter the field of substitute teaching. The course not
only fulfills state requirements but also enhances professional skills and employability.

Professional Preparation
The training equips substitute teachers with essential classroom management techniques
and instructional strategies, increasing their confidence and effectiveness. Well-prepared
substitutes contribute positively to student learning and school operations.

State Compliance and Job Opportunities
Holding a certificate from the 20 hour substitute teacher course Missouri recognizes
allows individuals to meet legal requirements and gain eligibility for substitute teaching
positions across multiple districts. This certification broadens employment prospects



within the state’s educational system.

Networking and Resources
Participants often gain access to professional networks, ongoing support, and additional
resources to continue their development as substitute teachers. This support system can
be valuable for career advancement and staying informed about best practices.

Maintaining Substitute Teaching Certification in
Missouri
After completing the 20 hour substitute teacher course Missouri requires and obtaining
certification, substitute teachers must adhere to maintenance and renewal policies to
remain eligible for employment.

Renewal Requirements
While Missouri’s specific renewal requirements for substitute teacher certification may
vary by district, common practices include:

Periodic background checks

Completion of continuing education or professional development courses

Submission of renewal applications to local education authorities

It is important for substitute teachers to stay informed about their district’s policies to
maintain good standing.

Opportunities for Further Certification
Substitute teachers interested in advancing their careers may pursue full teaching
certification by meeting additional educational and testing requirements. The 20 hour
substitute teacher course Missouri offers can serve as a stepping stone toward broader
teaching credentials within the state.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 20 hour substitute teacher course in



Missouri?
The 20 hour substitute teacher course in Missouri is a state-approved training program
designed to prepare individuals to work as substitute teachers in Missouri schools by
covering essential topics such as classroom management, instructional strategies, and
legal responsibilities.

Who is required to complete the 20 hour substitute
teacher course in Missouri?
Individuals who want to become substitute teachers in Missouri public schools are
required to complete the 20 hour substitute teacher course as part of the state
certification process.

Where can I take the 20 hour substitute teacher course
in Missouri?
The course can be taken through various approved providers, including community
colleges, educational service centers, and online platforms approved by the Missouri
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE).

How much does the 20 hour substitute teacher course
in Missouri cost?
The cost varies depending on the provider, but it generally ranges from $100 to $200.
Some school districts may offer reimbursement or cover the cost for substitute teachers
they hire.

What topics are covered in the 20 hour substitute
teacher course in Missouri?
The course typically covers classroom management, instructional strategies, legal and
ethical responsibilities, student diversity, health and safety protocols, and communication
skills relevant to substitute teaching.

How long is the 20 hour substitute teacher course in
Missouri valid?
Once completed, the certification for substitute teaching in Missouri is usually valid for a
set period determined by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education, often one to two years, after which renewal or additional training may be
required.

Can I take the 20 hour substitute teacher course online



in Missouri?
Yes, Missouri offers approved online options for the 20 hour substitute teacher course,
allowing candidates to complete the training remotely while meeting state certification
requirements.

Additional Resources
1. Missouri Substitute Teacher Training: A 20-Hour Comprehensive Guide
This book offers a detailed overview of the 20-hour substitute teacher course required in
Missouri. It covers essential topics such as classroom management, state-specific laws,
and effective teaching strategies. The guide is designed to help substitutes feel confident
and prepared before entering the classroom.

2. Effective Classroom Management for Missouri Substitute Teachers
Focused on practical methods, this book provides substitute teachers with tools to
maintain order and promote a positive learning environment. It includes real-life scenarios
and solutions tailored to the Missouri education system. Readers will gain insights into
handling diverse student needs and unexpected challenges.

3. Missouri Substitute Teacher Certification: What You Need to Know
This resource explains the certification process and requirements for substitute teachers
in Missouri, including the mandatory 20-hour course. It breaks down paperwork,
background checks, and ongoing professional development. Ideal for new substitutes
seeking a clear roadmap to certification.

4. Instructional Strategies for Missouri Substitute Teachers
Designed to enhance teaching effectiveness, this book outlines various instructional
techniques suitable for short-term classroom assignments. It emphasizes adaptability and
engagement, helping substitutes deliver meaningful lessons even without extensive
preparation. The content aligns with Missouri’s educational standards.

5. Legal and Ethical Responsibilities for Missouri Substitute Teachers
This title addresses the legal frameworks and ethical considerations every Missouri
substitute teacher must understand. Topics include student privacy, mandated reporting,
and professional conduct. The book ensures substitutes are well-informed about their
rights and obligations in the school environment.

6. Preparing for Your Missouri Substitute Teacher Role: A Practical Workbook
A hands-on workbook that complements the 20-hour training course, providing exercises,
reflection prompts, and quizzes. It helps substitutes apply theoretical knowledge to
practical situations they will encounter in Missouri classrooms. This interactive approach
aids retention and confidence building.

7. Communication Skills for Substitute Teachers in Missouri
Effective communication is vital for substitute teachers, and this book focuses on building
rapport with students, staff, and parents. It offers strategies for clear instructions, conflict
resolution, and cultural sensitivity within Missouri schools. The guide enhances
substitutes’ ability to foster positive interactions.



8. Technology Integration for Missouri Substitute Teachers
As classrooms become increasingly digital, this book equips substitutes with the skills to
use common educational technologies found in Missouri schools. It covers tools for lesson
delivery, attendance tracking, and student engagement. The resource helps substitutes
stay current and effective with tech-enhanced teaching.

9. Surviving Your First Days as a Missouri Substitute Teacher
This practical guide prepares new substitutes for the realities of their initial assignments.
It offers tips on navigating school environments, managing anxiety, and handling
unexpected situations in Missouri classrooms. The book aims to build confidence and
resilience for successful substitute teaching experiences.
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